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The  following  work  was  undertaken  in 
the  ardour  of  friendship,  and  from  a  zeal  for 
the  intereft  of  truth,  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  our  country,  and  the  improved 
education  of  the  rifing  generation,  without 
flaying  to  count  the  coll:,  or  to  conlider  the 
difficulties  which  lay  in  the  way  of  its  exe- 
cution. In  the  collected  motives  which  in- 
duced the  engagement  to  the  public,  there 
can  be  no  jufh  caufe  for  cenfure.  In  the 
execution  of  the  defign,  the  editor  fufpends 
his  confidence,  and  refers  his  readers  to  his 
exprefs  ftipulations,  in  which  he  made  him- 
felf  refponfible  only  for  "  the  humble  pro- 
duce of  difmterefted  induftry  and  fidelity." 

As  the  biographer  of  Dr.  John  jebb,  and 
the  editor  of  his  works,  I  have  availed  my- 
felf  of  all  the  information  which  could  be 
derived  from  long  perfonal  knowledge,  and 
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from  an  intimate  and  uninterrupted  friend- 
fhip  :  I  have  alfo  had  accefs  to  fome  private 
papers  which  demonftrate  the  integrity  and 
piety  of  his  mind.  Neverthelefs,  certain 
difficulties  and  embarrafiments  have  arifen 
in  both  departments,  which,  though  they 
were  in  fome  degree  forefeen,  and  were  for- 
midable on  feveral  accounts,  have  neither 
been  flighted,  nor  fuffered  to  impede  or  ob- 
ftruct  my  progrefs.  The  recent  death  of 
Dr.  Jebb,  while  it  facilitates  the  knowledge 
of  fome  facts,  involves  no  fmall  difficulty  in 
the  impartial  recital  of  them.  More  parti- 
cularly, as  he  bore  a  confiderable  part  in 
tranfactions  of  a  public  nature,  his  name  is 
neceffarily  connected  with  many  living  cha- 
racters. And  wholly  to  have  fuppreifed  all 
mention  of  others,  would  have  been  to  have 
overlooked  a  fruitful  field  of  obfervation ; 
or  to  have  drawn  a  curtain  before  that  mir- 
ror, in  which  both  our  contemporaries  and 
our  pofterity  will  look  for  truth  and  im- 
provement. To  have  affected  an  excefs  of 
candour,  would  have  been  equally  blam- 
able,  as  it  could  not  have  been  maintained 
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without  more  important  facnfices.     If  on 
the  prefent,   and   on   fimilar  occafions,   the 
workers  of  iniquity  meet  with  reproof,  they 
fhould  recollect,  that  as  they  fowed,    they 
might  expect   to   reap :  and,   on  their  own 
account,   we  may  hope  they  will  feel  more 
pungent  mortification,  in  the  recollection  of 
having  done  a  wrong  and  injuftice  to  truth 
and  the  common  interefl:  of  mankind,  than 
at  the  barely  being  reminded  of  it.     I  will 
only  add,  that  as  I  have  not  gone  out  of  my 
way  to  feek  inftances  of  defection  from  vir- 
tue, for  the  fake  of  detailing  the  difgrace  of 
others,  but  have  rather  fuppreffed  in  filence, 
what  did  not   necefTarily  concern  my  direct 
purpoie ;    fo,    where    the  circumftances   of 
the  cafe  required  the  exhibition  of  what  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be   a  criminal  delinquency, 
I  have  brought  forward  the  facts,  and,  for 
the  mod  part,  left  my  reader  to   make  his 
own  comment ;  at  leaft,  when  my  facts  are 
fpecial,  my  obfervations  are  general. 

Of  the  importance  of  events  and  of  pa- 
pers, different  perfons  will  form  very  con- 
trary judgments.     Some,  which  may  feem 
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uninteresting  in  the  prefent  moment,  may 
afford  not  an  unufeful  leffon  in  future  time 
and  on  fome  future  occafion  :  if  they  mall 
not  produce  the  completion  of  thofe  bleflings 
to  which  they  have  been  dire&ed,  they  may, 
at  leaft,  induce  a  better  temper  in  the  oppo- 
nents to  their  eftablimment. 

But,  we  may  go  further  in  our  reafonable 
expectation  :  we  owe  to  the  great  principles 
of  the  reformation  and  the  revolution  that 
portion  of  religious  and  civil  liberty  which 
we  do  enjoy  -,  and  in  the  cultivation  and 
comprehenfion  of  thefe  principles  in  their 
proper  extent,  we  may,  by  gradual,  and 
perhaps  not  flow  paces,  advance  in  the 
ways  of  peace,  to  the  perfection  of  our 
chriftian  and  conftitutional  privileges,  until 
both  prince  and  people  mail  enjoy  the  ut- 
moft  practical  extent  of  true  liberty  of  both 
kinds. 

In  the  difpaffionate  perufal  of  our  author's 
labours,  the  members  of  the  church,  the 
universities,  and  the  ftate,  may  learn  wif- 
dom  ;  and  in  the  reflection  of  having  re- 
jected  the  friendly  offers  of  his  ardent  defire 
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for  their  advancement  and  profperity,  they 
may,  at  fome  time,  inftancc  their  better  judg- 
ment by  their  reformation.  The  confiftent 
proteftant,  the  affectionate  parent,  the  virtu- 
ous patriot,  will  admire  the  wifdom  and  zeal 
of  our  author  in  his  plans  and  exertions  for 
the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  the  improved  edu- 
cation of  youth,  and  the  reform  of  fome 
important  parts  of  the  political  conftitution 
of  their  country,  although  they  may  be  dif- 
pofed,  in  fome  cafes,  to  accommodate  to  the 
temporary  expediency  of  other  meafures, 
lefs  perfective  of  true  liberty. 


My  particular  obligations  are  due  to  fe- 
veral  greatly  efteemed  and  very  refpectable 
friends,  for  their  communications  and  arTin> 
ances  in  various  ways,  the  recital  of  whofe 
names  would  do  me  much  honour;  but, 
unwilling  to  make  them  generally  refpon- 
fible  for  faults,  which  may  be  peculiarly  my 
own,  I  deny  myfelf  the  gratification  of  mak- 
ing any  other  than  this  general  acknow- 
ledgment 6f  their  kindnefs. 
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The  patronage  which  has  been  afforded 
to  the  prefent  publication,  will  appear  to  be 
confiderable  from  the  numerous  and  refpec- 
table  fubfcribers,  whofe  names  are  prefixed  •, 
but  it  has  been  rendered  ftill  more  confider- 
able by  feveral  inftances  of  fingular  munifi- 
cence, which  do  honour  to  human  nature, 
but  which  were  accompanied  with  a  prohi- 
bition of  every  marked  diftindtion.  Thefe 
inftances  of  regard  for  the  memory  of  Dr. 
John  Jebb,  and  of  efteem  for  his  furviving 
confort,  have  greatly  contributed  to  excite 
my  own  attention  and  diligence,  as  they 
were  attended  with  the  moil  unequivocal 
evidence  of  the  acceptablenefs  of  my  under- 
taking; an  undertaking,  in  the  event  of 
which  I  am  no  otherwife  interefted,  than  as 
the  honour  of  my  beloved  friend,  and  the 
intereft  of  truth  and  of  mankind  are  con- 
cerned. 


April  17,  1787. 
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Thomas  Green,  Efq.  Ipfwich,  Suffolk. 
Rev.  Robert  Greenaway. 

Rev.  Stephen  Greenaway,  M.A.  Old  Dalby,  Leicefrerfhire. 
Rev.   Edward   Gregory,   M,A.  Rector  of  Langar,  Not- 

tinghamfhire. 
William  Gregory,  Efq.  B.A.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge, 
Rev.  William  Gretton,  M.A.  Littlebury,  Effex. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Grey,  M- A.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 
Edward  Griffith,  Efq.  Caernarvon. 
Jofhua  Grigby,  Efq.  M.P  Drinkfton,  Suffolk. 
Jomua  Grigby,  jun.  Efq. 

Richard  Grindal!,  Efq.  Broad-ftreet,  London. 
Mr-  William  Guy,  Surgeon,  Chichefter. 

H. 

Rev.    Richard    Hackett,   M.A.  Rector   of  Beckingham, 
Lincolnfhire. 

b  Rev. 
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Rev.  J.  Haggard,  Benington,  Hertfordshire. 

John  Hailftone,  Efq.    M.A.   Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 

Cambridge. 
Rev-  Thomas  Halliday,  Norton,  Derbyfhire. 
Mrs.  Hallifax,   Chefterfield. 
James  Halls,  Efq.  Hornchurch,  Eflex. 
Thomas  Halfted,  Efq.  Cambridge. 
Rev.  John  Hammond,  M-A-  Cambridge. 
R.  Hamilton,  M.D.  Ipfwich,  Suffolk. 
Dr.  Hancock,  Salifbury. 
Mifs  Hancock,  Salifbury. 
Mrs.  Hancock,  Nottingham. 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harborough. 
Capt.  John  Hare,  Lincoln. 
Mr.  John  Harris,  Sweetings-alley,  London. 
Mifs  Harrifon,  York. 
Charles  Harvey,  Efq.  Temple,  London. 
Bufick  Harwood,  M.B.  F.R.S.  Profeffor  of  Anatomy  in 

the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
John  Hatfell,  Efq.  Clerk  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
William  Hawes,  M  D.  Great  Eaft-chcap,  London. 
William  Hawker,   Efq.  Poundisford-lodge,  Somerfetfhire. 
Chriftopher  Hawkins,  Efq.  MP. 
Mrs.  H.  Hay,  Glynd-bourn,  SuiTex. 
John  Heigham,  Efq. 
John  Hett,  Efq.  one  of  the    Matters   in   the    Court  of 

Chancery. 
Rev.  J.  H. 

Samuel  Heywood,  Efq.  Harpur-ttreet,  London. 
John  Pemberton  Heywood,  Efq.  Lincoln's-inn,  London- 
John  Heywood,  Efq.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 
Mr.  Samuel  Heywood,  Attorney  at  Law,  Nottingham. 

Mr.  N.  Heywood,  Liverpool. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  B.  A.  Heywood,  Liverpool . 

Samuel  Hinde,  M.B. 

Rev.  Henry  Hodgfon,  B.A.  Corringham,  Lincoln/hire. 

Rev.  William  Hodfon,  M,A.  Fellow   of  Trinity  college, 

Cambridge, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Hole,  of  Jefus  College,  Cambridge. 
John  Holland,  Efq,  Derbyshire. 
Rev.  Philip  Holland,  Bolton,  Lancashire. 
Mr.  Richard  Holland,  Half-moon-ftreet,  London. 
T.  H.  Efq. 
Thomas  Brand  Hollis,   Efq.  F.R.S.  S,A.   Acad.  A.S, 

New-England. 
John  Hollis,  Efq.  High  Wycomb,  Bucks. 
William  Hood,  Efq.  Chancery- lane,  London. 
Rev.  Charles  Hope,  M.A.  Minifter  of  All  Saints,  Derby, 
Daniel  Hopkins,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Huntingdon. 
Rev.  Dr.  Hornbrook. 

John  Howard,  Efq.  F.R.S.  Cardington,  Bedford/hire, 
Mifs  Howard. 

Rev.  John  Howell,  Yeovil,  Somerfetihire. 
William  Hunt,  Efq.  Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  London., 
Book  Club,  at  the  George-Inn,  Huntingdon. 
William  Hutchinfon,  Efq.  Eggleftone,  Durham, 


J- 


The  late  Rev.  Dean  Jebb,  Egham,  Surry, 
Samuel  Jebb,  Efq.  Chefterfield. 
Mifs  Jebb,  Chefterfield. 
Mr.  Avery  Jebb,  Chefterfield. 
J.J.  B.D. 

Edward  Jeffries,  Efq.  Treafurer  of  St.  Thomas's  Hof- 
pital,  Southwark. 

b  2  Adam 
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Adam  Jellicoe,  Efq.  Highbury-place,  Middlefcx. 

Adam  Jellicoe,  Efq.    for  the  reading  Society   at  PauPs* 

head,  London. 
Edward  Jennings,  Efq. 
Rev.  Thomas  Jervis,  London. 
Mr.  Ingle,  B.A.  St.  Peter's  college,  Cambridge. 
Rev-Thomas  Joy,  B.A.   Smcaton,  Yorkfhire. 


K. 


Francis  Kemble,  Efq.  Swithin's-lane,  London. 
Robert  Kennedy,  Efq.  London. 
John  Kent,  Efq. 

John  Kerrich,  Efq.  Harlefton,  Norfolk. 
Rev.  Thomas  Kerrich,  M.A.  Horringer,   Suffolk. 
Godfrey  Kettle,  Efq.  Gower-ftreet,  London. 
Book  Club,  at  Kimbolton.  , 
Mr.  William  Kinnard,   Holborn,  London. 
Mr.  John  Kinder,  Cheapfide,  London. 
Rev.  John  King,  M.A.  Reclor  of  Witnefsham,  Suffolk. 
Rev.  Andrew  Kippis,  D.D-  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  Weftminfter. 
•  William  Kirkland,  M.D.   Chelmsford,  Effex. 
Samuel  Knight,  Efq.  Milton,  Cambridgefhire. 


L. 


W.  M.  Lally,  Efq.   Six  Clerks-office,  London. 

Rev.  Edmund  Lally,  M.A.  Vicar  of  Whitegate,  Chefhirc. 

Rev.  James  Lambert,  M.A.   Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 

Cambridge. 

Mrs.  Lancafter,  Cambridge. 

■■  Lane,  Efq.  Lincoln's- inn,  London. 

Rev. 


/ 
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Rev.  J.  Lathbury,  Rector  of  Levermorc,   Suffolk. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Edm.  Law,  Bifhop  of  Carlifle. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  John  Law,  Bifhop  of  Clonfert. 

John  Leaper,  Efq.  Derby. 

Simon  Le  Blanc,  Efq.  LL.B.  Serjeant  at  Law,  Lln- 
coln's-inn,   London. 

John  Lee,  Efq.  M.P.  one  of  his  Majefty's  Counfel,  Lin- 
coln's-inn,  London. 

Henry  Auguftus  Leicefter,  Efq.  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Charles  Leicefter,  Efq.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 

John  Coakley  Letfom,  M.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  London. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewis,  Knt.  M.P.  and  Alderman  of  London. 

Library  of  St.  Peter's  college,  Cambridge. 

Library  of  Queen's  college,    Cambridge 

Library  of  Jefus  college,    Cambridge. 

Library  of  Havard  Univerfity,   New  England. 

Subfcription  Library,   Lincoln. 

Literary  fociety,  Lincoln. 

Medical  fociety  at  Lincoln. 

Rev.  Theophilus  Lindfey,  M.A.  EiTex-houfe,  London. 

Mr.  Lindfay,  Shire-lane,  London. 

Rev.  William  Lloyd,  M.A.  Retfor  of  Stamborn,   Effex, 

Gamaliel  Lloyd,   Efq. 

Mr.   Richard  Lobb,  Iflington,  Middlefex. 

Rev.  Robert  Lock,  B.A.  Vicar  of  Farndon,  Nottino-- 
hamfhire. 

Capel  LofFt,   Efq.   Trofton-hall,  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Logan,  Surgeon,  Leeds. 

The  London  Library,    Ludgate-hill. 

Rev.  Alex.  Longmore,  LL.B.  Baddow,  Eflex. 

b  3  Stephen 
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Stephen  Lufhington,  Efq.  Upper  Harley  ftreet,  Cave.n- 

difh-fquare,  London. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Lufhington,  M.A.  Bottifham,  Cambridgeshire, 

M. 

Mrs.  Mackenzie,  Emmanuel-lane,   Cambridge. 

E.  L.  Mackmurdo,  Efq.  Cheapfide,  London. 

Philip  Mallet,  Efq*  Newington-green,  Middlefex. 

William  Manning,  jun.  Efq.  St.  Mary- Axe,  London* 

William  Manning,  Efq.  Yarmouth. 

John  Manning,  M.D.  Yarmouth. 

James  Mansfield,  Efq.  M.A.  one  of  his  Majefty's  Coun- 
fe],  Inner  Temple,  London. 

Rev.  Thomas  Mantell,   M.A.  Fellow  of  C.C.C.  Cam- 
bridge. 

James  Martin,  Efq.  M.P.   Downing- ftreet,  Weftminfter. 

Rev.  Thomas  Martyn,   B.D.  Profeflbr  of  Botany  in    the 
Univerfity   of  Cambridge. 

Francis  Maferes,  Efq.  F.R.S.  Curfitor  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

The  late  Mr.  Maty,  M.A.  Under  Librarian  at  the  Britifh 
Mufeum,  London. 

Anthony  Lax  Maynard,  Efq.  Chefterfield. 

William  Middleton,  Efq.  M.P.  Crownfield-hall,  Suffolk. 

Rev.  Sir  Charles  Mill,  Bart. 

Thomas  Mills,   Efq  Lincoln's-inn,   London 

Mrs.  Either  Milnes,  Wakefield. 

Richard  Milnes,  M.D.  Chefterfield. 

James  Milnes,  Efq*  Thornes  Houfe,  Yorkfhire. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Milnes,    Fryftone,  Yorkfhire. 

Frederic    Montagu,    Efq.   M,P,    Popplewick,    Notting- 
hamfture. 

Rev 
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Rev.  Stephen  Moore,  MA.  Vicar  of  BrodfworthjDetbyfhire, 

M. 

Rev.  John  Morewood,  M.A;  Chefterfield. 

'Mr.  William  Morgan,  Equitable  Aflurance   Office,  New 

Bridge-ftreet,   London. 
Allington  Morley,  Efq-  Blue-bridge,  Halfted,  EfTex. 
Rev.  Richard  Mofeley. 

Francis  N.  C.  Mundy,  Efq    Markeaton,  Derbyfhire. 
Rev.  Robert  Myddleton,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Clarehall,  Cam- 


bridge- 


N. 


Rev-  Benjamin  Nailor,  Sheffield,  Yorkshire. 

George  Nevile,  Efq.  Thorney,  Nottinghamfhire. 

Rev.  Henry  Newcome,  M.A.  Giesford,  Denbighftiire. 

Book  Society  at  the  Kingfton  Arms,  Newark. 

Robert  Newton,  Efq.  Norton-houfe,  Derbyfhire. 

Andrew  Newton,  Efq.  Lichfield. 

R.ev-  Henry  Norman. 

R.ev.   Charles  Norris,  M.A.  Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 

Cambridge. 
Mr.  North,  Fleet-ftreet,  London. 
New  Book  Society  at  Nottingham. 

o. 

MifsOats,  Chefterfield. 

Scroope  Ogilvie,  Efq.  Sackville-ftreet,  London, 

Mrs.  Ogilvie. 

T.  H.  B.  Oldfield,  Efq.  Seaford,  Suffex. 

Rev.  William  Oldham,  B.D.  Bungay,  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Oldham,  Lombard-ftreet,  London. 

E.ev.  Edward  Oliver,  D.D.  Rector  of  Swanfcombe,  Kent. 

Craven  Ord3  Efq.  F,S,A.   London. 

b   4  I  f*  ac 
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Ifaac  Ofbornc,  Efq.  Lawrence-Pountney  lane,  London, 
Rev.  Robert  Outlaw,  JB.A.  Brockton1,  Shropfhire. 

P. 

Mr.  Robert  Padley,  Burton-Joice,  Nottinghamfhire. 
Jofeph  PaiGe,  Efq.  Bread-ftreet-hill,  London. 
Rev.  William  Paley,  M.A.  Archdeacon  of  Carlifle. 
Rev.  Thomas  Parkinfon,  M.A.  F.R.S.  Fellow  of Chrift's 

college,  Cambridge, 
Rev.  Samuel  Parr,   LL.D.  Hatton,  Warwickfhire. 
George  Frederic  Parry,  Efq.  Grays-inn,  London. 
John  Parry,  Efq.  M.P.   Caernarvonfnire. 
Miles  Partington,  Efq.   Charles-ftreet,  Cavendifli -fquare, 

London. 
Mrs.   Patrick, 

Sir  Gillies  Payne,  Bart.  Temsford,  Bedfordfhire. 
Rev.  William    Pearce,    B.D.     Mafter   of    the    Templej 

and  Public  Orator  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
3\lr.  M.  Pearfcn,  Spital-fquare,  London. 
Mr.  Pearfon,  Bafmghall-ftreet,  London. 
Rev.  Peter  Peckard,  D.D.  Mafter  of  Magdalen    college, 

Cambridge. 
Hon.  George  Pelham,  Clare-hall,  Cambridge. 
Rev.  Davies  Pennel,  B.A.  Mafter  of  the  Grammar  Schoo] 

of  Newark,  Nottinghamfhire. 
Thomas  Percival,  M.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  Manchester. 
Rev.  Andrew  Pern,  M.A.  Abingdon,  Cambridgeshire, 
Rev.  Daniel  Philipps,  Yorkfhire. 
Philobiblian  Society. 
Mr.  Thomas  Pine,  Loofe,  Kent. 
Mr,  Jordan  Pine,  Maidftone,  Kent. 

Rogtr 
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Roger  Pocklington,  Efq.   LL.B.    Winthorpe,  Notting- 

ham(hire. 
Jofeph  Pocklington,  Efq.  Carlton,  Nottinghamfhire. 

John  Pond,  Efq.  Dulwich,  Surry. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Poole,  Bart.  Lewes,  SufTcx. 

Rev.  Henry  Poole,  LL.B.  Re&or  of  Chailey,   SufTex. 

Rev.  Miles  Popple,  M.A.    Fellow  of   Trinity     college, 
Cambridge. 

Rev.    Harry  Porter,   M.A.    Fellow   of   Trinity   college, 
Cambridge. 

Rev.  John  Porter,  M.A.  of  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Thomas  Poftlethwaite,  B.D.  Fellow  of  Trinity  col- 
lege, Cambridge. 

Ifaac  Prefton,  Efq.  Lincoln's-inn,  London. 

Rev.  Richard  Price,  D.D.  F.R.S.  Hackney,  Middlefex. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Prieftley,  LL.D.  F.R.S.  Birmingham. 

Lacey  Primatt,  Efq.  Alderfgate-ftreet,  London. 

Right  Rev.   Samuel  Provofl,  D.D.  Bifiiop  of  the  pro- 
teftant  epifcopal  church  of  New- York. 

Mr.  Pugh,  Surgeon,  Chelmsford,  Effex. 

R, 

Mr.  Radcliffe,  Walthamftow,  EfTex. 

Rev.Wi!liamRamfden,D.D.  Mafter  of  the  Charter  houfe* 
London. 

Rev.  William  Railall,  Re£tor  of  Thorpe,  Nottingham- 
fhire. 

William  Dickinfon  Raftall,    Efq.  M.A.    Lincoln's-inn 
London. 

Mr.  Rathborne,    Liverpool. 

Mr.  John  Ratry,  Pater-nofter-row,  London. 

R«v. 
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&ev.  Orbell  Ray,  B.A.  Toftoclc,  Suffolk. 

Mrs.  Rayner,    Sunbury,  Middlefex. 

John  Redman,    Efq. 

Rev.  Abraham  Rees,  D.D.  F.R.S.  Old  Jewry,  London. 

Mifs  Reeve,  Henden-houfe,  Berks. 

Richard  Reynolds,    Efq.  MA.  Paxton,  Huntingdonfhire» 

Rev.   Anthony  Reynolds,   B.D.  Prebendary  of  Lincoln, 

John  Richards,  Efq-  Hambledown. 

Mr.  Ridgeway,  Fenchurch-ftreet,  London. 

Mr.  Roberts,  Trinity  college,   Cambridge. 

Thomas  Rogers,  Efq.  Newington-green,  Middlefex. 

Daniel  Rogers,  Efq.   Temple,  London. 

Rev.  George  Rogers,  M.A  Sproughton,  Suffolk. 

Lancelot  Rollefton,    Efq.  Watnall,  Nottinghamfhire. 

Samuel  Romilly,   Efq,  Grays-inn,    London. 

Rev.    Caleb  Rotherham,    Kendal,    Weflmorland. 

Mrs.   Routh,  Lambeth,  Surry. 

William   Rufleli,    Efq.  Birmingham. 

James  Ruft,    Efq.    Brampton,    Huntingdonmirc, 

s. 

Rev.  Philip  Salter,  M.A.  Spenficld,   Eflex. 
Thomas  Sandon,  M.D.  Chichefter. 
John  Sargent,  Efq.  Hal  fled -pi  ace,  Kent. 
John  Sargent,  jun.  Efq.  Lavington,  Sufl'ex, 
Mr.  Satchell. 

John  Savory,   Efq.   Butcomb-court,  near  Briftol. 
Rev.  Andrew  Scot,  Doncafter,  Yorkfhire. 
John  Scott,  Efq.  Longborough,  Glouccfterfhire. 
Rev.  Ruffell  Scott. 
Mr.   Seagreave,  Nottingham. 

Rev.  John  Scale,  M.A.  F.R.S.  Fellow  of  Chrifl  college, 
Cambridge. 

Rev. 


(    xxvii     ) 

Rev.  Thomas    Seddon,   B.A.    Vicar  of  Norton-Difney 
Lincolnfhire. 

William  Seward,  Efq.  F.R.S.  and  S.A. 

William  Sharp,  Efq.  Fulham,  Middlefex. 

Grenville  Sharp,  Efq.  London. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Sherard,  Clare-hall,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Caftell  Sherard,   Huntingdon. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Jonathan  Shipley,  BifTiop  of  St   Afaph. 

Rev.  William  Shipley,  M.A.  Dean  of  St.  Afaph. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Shipton,  Chefterfield. 

Samuel  Shore,   Efq.  Norton- hall,  Derbyfhire. 

William  Shore,  Efq.  Sheffield,  Yorkfhire. 

Samuel  Shore,  jun.  Efq.  Lincoln's-inn,  London. 

Bohun  Shore,  Efq.  Fourth  regiment  of  Dragoons. 

Alured  Henry  Shove,  Efq.   Lincoln's-inn,    London. 

Mr.  S. 

Jofeph  Sikes,  Efq.  Newark,  Nottinghamfhire. 

Mr.   Simpfon,  Fleet-ftreet,  London. 

Rev.  John  Simpfon,  Woodhoufe,  Leeds,  Yorkfhire. 

Edward  S.   Sitwell,  Efq.  Stainfby,  Derbyfhire. 

Rev.  Richard   Skinner,  B.D.  Rector  of  Baffingham,  Lin- 
colnfhire. 

Rev.  John  Skynner,  B.D.  Eafton,   Northamptonfhire.- 
Adam  Slater,    Efq.  Chefterfield. 
Philip  Slater,  Efq.  Newington,  Middlefex. 
Mr.  Richard  Slater,  Chefterfield. 
Baptift  Smart,  Efq. 

Abel  Smith,    Efq.  MP.  Wiilford,  Nottinghamfliirc. 
Robert  Smith,  Efq.  M.P.  Han.pftead,  Middlefex. 
Samuel  Smith,  Efq.    Nottingham. 

Colonel   W.  Stephen    Smith,    Secretary  of   the    Embafly 
from  the  United  States  of  America. 

SamucJ 
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Samuel  Smith,  Efq.   Cannon-ftreet,  London. 

William  Smith,  Efq.    M.P.   Clapham,   Surry. 

Henry  Smith,   Efq.   Dowgate-hill,   London. 

George  Smith,  Efq.  London. 

John  Smith,  Efq.  London. 

Thomas  R.  Smith,  Efq.  Charles-Town,  South-Carolina. 

Rev.  C.  J.  Smyth. 

Francis  Smyth,  Efq.    F.S.A.  New-buildings,  Yorkmire. 

Monfieur  Soules,  Paris. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Spurrell,  Upper  Clapton,  Middlefex. 

Mifs  Stamford,  Derby. 

Right  Honourable  Earl  Stanhope. 

Mr.  John  Stockdale,  Piccadilly,  London. 

John  H.  Stone,  Efq.  Hackney,  Middlefex. 

Mrs.  Stone,  Pleading,  Berks. 

Mr.  William  Stone,    Rutland-place,    London. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Stone,   Univerfity  College,  Oxford. 

John  Storer,  M.D.  Nottingham. 

Mr.    Strutt,   Makeney,   Derbyfhire. 

Allan  Swainfton,  M  D.  York, 

John    Swale,  Efq. 

John  Symonds,  LL.D.  Profeffor  of  Modern  Hiftory  in 

the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
Mr.  Thomas  Symonds,  jun.  Fleet-ftrect,  London. 

T. 

William  Tayleur,  Efq.  Shrewfbury. 

The  late  Rev.  Henry  Taylor,  M.A.  Titchneld,  Hants. 

Rev.  Peter  Taylor,  B.D.  Titchneld. 

Mrs.  Temple,  Fratton,  near  Portfmouth. 

Richard  Godman  Temple,  Efq.  Mortlake,  Surry. 

Mrs.  Temple,  Mortlake,  Surry. 

Rev. 
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Rev.  A.  Temple,  M.A:  Vicar  of  Eafby,  Yorkfhire; 

P.  J.  Thellufon,  jun.  Efq. 

Mr.  Ifaac  Thompfon,  Merchant,  London. 

William  Thompfon,  M.D. 

Mr.  John  Thompfon,  jun.  Kendal,  Weftmoreland. 

Bache  Thornhill,  Efq.  Stanton,  Derbyfhire. 

Godfrey  Thornton,  Efq.  Clapham,  Surry. 

Henry  Thornton,  Efq.  M.P.  Clapham,  Surry. 

Robert  Thornton,  Efq.  Clapham,  Surry. 

Mr.  Thornton,  Clare  hall,  Cambridge. 

Capt.  William  Thornton,  firft  regiment  of  foot  guards. 

Framingham  Thrufton,  Efq. 

R.ev.  Thomas  Thwaites,  B.D.  Worley,  near  Sheffield. 

Richard  Tickell,  Efq.  Commiffioner  of  Stamp-duties, 
London. 

William  Tighe,  Efq.  Fellow  commoner  of  St.  John's 
college,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Tindall,  Attorney  at  Law,  Chelmsford. 

Rev.  — —  Tongue,  Morton,  Lincolnshire. 

Rev.  John  Torkington,  D.D.  Matter  of  Clare-hall,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Rev.  James  Torkington,  LL.D.  Prebendary  of  Worcefter. 

Mr.  James  Torkington,  B.A. 

Mr.  Touchet,  Manchefter. 

Rev.  Jofhua  Toulmin,  M.A.  Taunton,  Somerferihire, 

Rev.  Henry  Toulmin,  Chow-Bent,  Lancafhire. 

Rev.  Micaiah  Towgood,  Exeter. 

Matthew  Towgood,  Efq.  Hackney,  Middlefex. 

Mr.  John  Towgood,  Hackney,    Middlefex. 

James  Townfend,  Efq.  M.P.  Bruce  Cattle,  Middlefex, 

Rev.  Jonah  Townfend,  Rotherham,  Yorkfhire. 
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MEMOIRS 
OF    THE    LIFE   OF    THE    AUTHOR. 


MEMOIRS,      &c. 


John  Jebb,  thefubjecl:  of  thefe  memoirs, 
was  born  in  Southampton-flreet  Covent- 
garden,  London,  on  the  16th  of  February, 
1736,  N.S.  He  was  the  eldelt  fon  of  the  rev. 
Dr.  John  Jebb,  (who  was  the  youngeft  fon 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Jebb,  formerly  of  Mansfield, 
in  Nottinghamshire)  dean  of  Cafhell  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  of  Ann,  daughter 
of  David  Ganfel,  efq.  of  Donyland-hall, 
near  Colchefter  in  Eflex.* 

He  received  the  elements  of  his  educa- 
tion at  different  fchools,  in  various  towns 
of  Ireland   and   England,    viz.  Drogheda, 

Car  low, 

*  The  family  of  Jebb  were  formerly  fettled  at  Wood- 
borough,  in  Not-tinghamfhire,  and  had  continued  there 
fome  time,  but  the  inheritance  was  fold  about  four  gene- 
rations ago.  The  arms  of  the  family,  are  faid  to  have 
been  in  the  windows  of  the  church  of  Woodborough, 
though  no  mention  is  made  of  the  family,  or  their  ar- 
morial bearings  by  Thoroton  in  his  "  Antiquities  of 
Nottinghamshire,"— Dean  Jebb  died  Feb.  6th,  17S7, 
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Carlow,  and  Dublin,  in  the  former;  and 
Shrewsbury,  Stand  near  Manchefter,  Lei- 
cefter,  and  Chefterfield,  in  the  latter  king- 
dom. He  continued  two  or  three  years  at 
Chefterfield,  and  concluded  his  fchool  edu- 
cation under  the  tuition  of  the  rev.  William 

Burrow,  and  the  rev. Saunders,   then 

joint  mailers  of  the  grammar  fchool  there.  As 
he  was  kept  longer  at  Chefterfield,  and  had 
received  more  advantage  from  the  attention 
of  the  matters,  than  at  any  former  place,  he 
was  wont  to  exprefs  his  obligations  to  them, 
in  the  terms  of  gratitude,  to  which  their 
abilities  and  care  entitled  them. 

From  Chefterfield  he  was  again  removed 
into  Ireland,  and  admitted  penfioner  in  the 
univeriity  of  Dublin,  July  7th,  1753,  under 
the  tuition  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Leland ;  and 
while  Dr.  Baldwin  was  provofl  of  the  col- 
lege. 

The  inftitution  of  frequent  public  exami- 
nations, and  the  diftribution  of  literary  re- 
wards, as  an  encouragement  to  proficiency 
in  academical  exercifes,  formed  fome  of  the 
wife  regulations  of  that  univerfity.  In  Eafter 
term,   1754?  our  young  academic  obtained 
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copies  of  Horace;  Juvenal,  Terence,  and 
Plato's  dialogues,  as  die  reward  of  his  dili- 
gence and  learning.  To  each  of  thefe  vo- 
lumes was  prefixed  the  following  printed  tef- 
timonjal,  which  is  tranferibed,  rather  for 
the  fake  of  countenancing  fimilar  inftitu- 
tions,  than  to  infift  upon  its  peculiar  form. 

"  Ingenuo  magnasque  fpei  adolefcenti  Jo- 
hanni  Jebb,  propter  infignes  in  artibus  pro- 
greffus.     In  clafTe  fecunda. 

"  Praemium  hoc  literarium  dederunt  pras- 
pofitus,  et  focii  feniores  collegii  facro  fanctas 
et  individual  trinitatis  juxta  Dublin. 

"  Examinatione  habita  initio  termini 
pafchae  A.D.  1754. — Quod  teftor. 

Theaker  Wilder,  Ps." 

In  the  fummer  vacation  of  this  year,  Mr. 
Jebb  again  crofTed  the  channel,  and  came 
into  England  ;  and  was  once  more  deftined 
to  change  the  place  of  his  education.  In  ordi- 
nary cafes,  fuch  frequent  removal  is  unfavour- 
able to  real  improvement :  and,  being  liable 
to  unfettle  the  attention,  to  derange  the  ac- 
quirements already  made,  and  to  iricreaie  the 
difficulties  and  difcouragements  in  attain- 
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ing  the  elementary  parts  of  language  and  fci- 
ence,  is  fometimes  fatal  to  a  young  mind.  Very 
fortunately  for  Mr.  Jebb,  it  feems  to  have 
beenalmoft  indifferent  to  his  literary  progrefs^ 
in  how  many  places  he  received  the  leifons  of 
inftruvfrion.  And,  as  the  englifh  univerfities 
acknowledge  the  legitimacy  of  their  relation- 
ihip  to  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  he  loft  no 
academical  time  by  his  removal  from  thence. 
Accordingly,  he  was  admitted  penfioner  of 
St.  Peter's  college  in  Cambridge,  on  Nov. 
the  9th,  1754 ;  under  the  tuition  of  the  rev. 
Daniel  Longmire,  and  the  rev.  William 
Oldham,  who  were,  at  that  time,  the  two 
learned  and  much  refpected  tutors  of  that 
college  :  and,  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
mafterfhip,  by  the  refignation  of  Dr.  Keene, 
then  biihop  of  Chefter,  and  previous  to  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Law,  the  prefent  bifhop 
of  Carliile. 

Early  in  1756,  Mr.  Jebb  was  feized  with 
a  violent  fever  at  Cambridge,  which  obliged 
him  afterwards  to  go  to  Bath,  for  the  better 
re-eftabliihment  of  his  health.  As  foon  as 
he  recovered  his  ftrength,  he  returned  again, 

to 
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to  the  untverfity.  Sometime  in  the  month 
of  May  he  kept  his  firfr.  ad  in  the  fophs' 
fchool,  and  panned  the  fummer  vacation  in 
college,  when  he  applied  himfelf  to  clofe 
and  diligent  ftudy,  in  order  to  recover  the 
time  he  had  loft,  by  the  interruption  of 
ficknefs,  and  to  prepare  himfelf  for  the  pub- 
lic exercifes  of  the  following  winter,  pre- 
vioufly  to  taking  his  degree. 

Mr.  Jebb  being,  by  the  rules  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  entitled  to  the  terms 
which  he  had  kept  in  the  college  of  Dublin, 
he  confequently  proceeded  to  take  the  degree 
of  bachelor  of  arts  in  January  1757;  and 
his  place,  in  the  diftribution  of  honours  on 
that  occaiion,  was  that  of  fecond  wrangler. 
And  when  it  is  confidered,  that  precedency, 
at  ilich  times,  was  only  to  be  attained  by 
iuperior  ikill  in  the  mathematics  and  natural 
philofophyj  and  that  fo  eminent  a  mathe- 
matician as  Dr.  Waring,  the  prefent  lucaMan 
profefTor,  was  the  firft,  Mr,  Jebb's  place  be- 
comes equal,  in  honour,  to  the  higher!:  dis- 
tinction, on  ordinary  occafions. 

Immediately  upon  having  taken  his  degree, 
he  undertook  the  charge  and  trouble  of  pri- 
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vate  pupils  :  and  continued  this  kind  of  tuto- 
rage, during  the  whole  time  of  his  future  refi- 
dence  in  the  univerfity.  His  unwearied  dili- 
gence, in  conducting  theftudiesof  fix  or  eight 
young  perfons,  at  feparate  parts  of  the  day, 
befides  the  purfuit  of  his  own  improvement, 
are  proofs  of  an  attention  and  labour,  not 
only  unufual  at  his  early  age,  but  frequently 
more  than  equal  to  the  conflitution  and 
abilities  of  the  moil  aule  and  affiduous  at  any 
period  of  life. 

But,notwithvtandingthe  hinderance  arifing 
from ,  this  courfe  of  tutorage,  he  obtained, 
in  1758,  the  fecond  prize  of  hft^en  guineas, 
annually  given,  by  the  members  of  the  uni^ 
verfity,  to  the  authors  of  the  befl:  compofi^ 
tions  in  latin  profe,  being  middle  or  fenior 
bachelors  of  arts,  Dr.  Roberts,  the  prefent 
pro  voir,  of  Eton  college,  was  his  aflbciate 
In  fuccefs,  and  obtained  the  firft.  The  fub- 
je£t  appointed  for  thefe  exercifes,  this  year, 
was  j  "  Utrum  diverfarum  gentium  mores 
et  inflituta  folvi  pcflunt  ex  diverfoearundem 

fltu." 

in  the  month  of  June    J760,   Mr.  Jebb 
5   admitted  probationer  fejlpw  of  St.  Pe- 
ter's 
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ter's  college,  and  proceeded  to  the  degree 
of  matter  of  art?  at  the  commencement  in 
the  fame  year;  and  on  the  firft  of  July 
1 76 1,  was  confirmed  fellow,  by  Dr.  Maw- 
fon,   bifhop  of  Ely. 

On  the  fixth  of  June  1762,  he  was  ordained 
deacon  at  Buckden,  by  Dr.  John  Green, 
bifhop  of  Lincoln  ;  and  on  the  twenty- fifth 
of  September,  1763,  he  was  admitted,  by 
the  fame  biihop,  into  prieft's  orders.  On 
this  laft  occaiion,  he  preached,  in  the  chapel 
at  Buckden,  the  ordination  fermon,  taking 
his  fubjecl:  from  Mark  viii.  38.  «*  Whofo- 
ever,  therefore,  fhall  be  afhamed  of  me, 
and  of  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  fin- 
ful  generation,  of  him  alfo  fhall  the  fon  of 
man  be  afhamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the 
glory  of  his  father,  with  the  holy  angels." 

In  1762,  Mr.  Jebb,  and  Mr.  Watfon, 
fellow  of  Trinity  college,  (the  prefent  bifhop 
of  LandafF)  were  elected  into  the  office  of 
moderators,  at  the  difputations  in  the  fophs* 
fchool;*  and,  again,    the  following  year, 

B  4  on 

*  For  the  duties  and  importance  of  this  office,   in  the 
courfe   of  academical  exercifes  j   fee  vol.  ii.  p.  285— • 

297. 
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en  the  tenth  of  October,  the  day  when  the 
annual  officers  of  the  university  are  appointed, 
he  was  reinstated  in  the  fame  office,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Fairclough,  of  St.  John's 
college ;  being  alfo,  the  fame  day,  elected 
with  Mr.  Watfon,  to  the  place  of  taxor,  to 
which  laft  office  both  of  them  were  again 
appointed,  at  the  ufuai  return  of  the  annual 
election  in  1764. 

The  death  of  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  oc- 
caiioned  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  high  Stew- 
ard of  the  univerlity  of  Cambridge.  The 
candidates  for  this  honourable  distinction, 
were  the  prefent  lord  H&rdwicke,  and  lord 
Sandwich,  then  one  of  the  fecretaries  of 
State  ;  and  the  conteft  was  conducted  with 
much  zeal  and  exertion  by  the  respective 
friends  of  thefe  noblemen.  The  influence 
of  government  was  in  favour  of  lord  Sand- 
wich, and  is  generally  thought  to  have  been 
exerted  with  unequalled  diligence,  to  fay  the 
leaf! ;  lord  Hardwicke  derived  his  fupport 
from  thole,  who.  were  known  by  the  appel- 

ion  of  friends  of  the  whig  interefr.  The 
election  car  -h9-  176^,  but 


(    9    ) 

was  followed  by  a  fcrutiny  of  votes,  between 
the  proctors,  and  the  bufinefs  was,  for  the 
prefent,  undecided.  The  ftate  of  the  poll, 
as  returned  that  day,  appeared  as  follows,  for 
lordHardwicke:  in  the  regent -houfe,  placets 
103  ;  non-placets  101  :  in  the  non-regent 
houfe, placets  108;  non-placets  108.  Norwas 
the  election  determined,  until  the  queflion 
had  been  before  the  court  of  King's  -  bench  ; 
which  court,  in  May  1765,  granted  a  man- 
damus for  the  appointment  of  lord  Hard- 
wicke.  * 

But,  we  are  no  further  concerned  in  any 
queflion  reflecting  this  conteit,  for  the  high 
ftewardmip  of  the  univerfity,  than  to  an- 
nounce that  Mr.  Jebb  voted  for  lord  Hard- 
wicke,  from  the  mod  difinterefted  motives, 
notwithstanding  the  mod  complicated  and 
pointed  folicitations,  on  the  one  hand;  and 
the  moft  trying  menaces,  and  threats,  on  the 
other.  In  confequence  of  his  inflexible -in- 
tegrity on  this  occafion,  he  fuffered  much 
V:  the  time;  and  felt  the   effect  of  the  ad- 

verfary's 

;:'  See  this  cafe  reported  in  Burrows,  vol.  iii.  p.  1647 
—  1663,  alio  in  Blackftone,  vol.  i.  p.  54.7 — 553« 
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verfary's  refentment,  at  one  of  his  own 
elections  for  a  medical  appointment,  after 
an  interval  of  many  years. 

In  July  this  year,  he  began  the  fludy  of 
hebrew,  under  Mr.  Ifrael  Lyons ;  and,  pre- 
fently  after,  was  his  own  mailer  in  the 
arabic  language. 

On  the  22d  of  Auguit,  1764,  Mr.  Jebb 
was  collated  by  Dr.  Matthias  Mawfon,  bi- 
fhop  of  Ely,  to  the  fmall  vicarage  of  Gam- 
lingay,  near  Potton,  in  Bedfordshire,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Law,  mailer  of 
Peterhoufe.  On  the  17th  of  the  following 
October,  he  was  elected  by  the  univerfity 
into  the  rectory  of  Ovington,  near  Watton, 
in  Norfolk,  after  a  competition  with  the  rev. 
Henry  Turner,  then  fellow  of  St.  John's 
college,  now  vicar  of  Burwell,  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire. Upon  cafling  up  the  votes, 
there  appeared  to  be  for  Mr.  Jebb,  91  j  for 
Mr.  Turner,  j^  :  and,  accordingly,  he  was 
inflituted  into  the  fame,   the  15th  of  De~ 


cember  following. 


On 


(  »  ) 

On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  (De- 
cember 1764)  Mr.  Jebb  married  Ann,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  rev.  James  Torkington, 
rector  of  Little  Stukely,  in  Huntingdonfhire; 
and  of  lady  Dorothy  Sherard,  daughter  of 
Philip,  fecond  earl  of  Harborough. 

Early  in  the  year  1765,   Mr.  Jebb,   to- 
gether with  the  rev,  Robert  Thorpe,  fellow 
of  Peterhoufe,  and  the  rev.  George  Wollaf- 
ton,  fellow  of  Sidney  college,  publifhed,  in 
a  fmall  quarto,  a  comment  on  thofe  parts  of 
Sir    Ifaac    Newton's    <c   Principia,"    which 
rnore  immediately  relate   to  the   fyftem  of 
the  world.     The  title  of  the  joint  work  of 
thefe  able  and  judicious  philofophers,    was, 
"  Excerpta  qusdam  e  Newtoni  principiis 
philofophiae  naturalis,  cum  notts  variorum. " 
But  as   it  was   the  produce  of  the   united 
judgment  and  labours  of  three  friends,  with- 
out any   pollibility  of  diicriminating   their 
refpe&ive  (hares,  it  mud;  remain  the  undi- 
vided and  honourable  property  of  them  all. 
And,  confequently,  however  valuable  in  it- 
felf,    is  excluded  from  a   place  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes.    The  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  con- 
tinues to   bear  teflimony  to  the  utility  and 

excellence 
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excellence  of  this  work,  by  the  general  ufe 
of  it,  in  the  courfe  of  academical  education.. 
And,  becaufe  it  is  not  here  prefented  to  the 
reader,  for  the  reafon  already  afTigned,  I 
have  fubjoined,  in  a  note,  the  judicious  ac^ 
count  given  of  it  in  a  periodical  publication, 
that  fome  adequate  judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  plan  and  execution  of  the  work,  and 
more  juftice  done  to  the  learned  labours  of 
its  authors.*  T 

*  "  We  are  often  frruck  with  the  rcfemhlance  be- 
tween our  undertaking,  as  reviewers,  and  that  of  a  tra- 
veller ;  for,  as  he  fometimes,  in  his  paffage  through 
a  difagreeable  country  and  barren  defarts,  meets  with 
beautiful  profpecls  to  cheer  his  fpirits,  and  reward  his 
toil  ;  (o  we,  in  our  literary  tour,  meet  with  works  that 
give  us  real  pleafure,  and  tend  to  obliterate  the  uneafy 
ien  fat  ions  occalioned  by  reading  what  we  cannot  ap-  -. 
prove.  The  treatife  before  us  is  of  this  kind,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  appears  to  be  the  work  of  a  very  able  matter, 
though  he  has  thought  proper  to  conceal  his  name.  We, 
however,  imagine  that  it  will  be  no  great  difficulty  to 
thofe  who  have  (een  fome  late  pieces  by  a  famous  profef- 
for,  to  guefs  at  the  perfon  to  whom  they  are  obliged 
for  this  performance. 

"  It  is  a  comment  on  thofe  parts  of  fir  Ifaac's  "  Princi- 
pia,"  which  more  immediately  relate  to  the  fyfiem  of 
the  world  ;  and  begins  with  a  prpcefnium  in  which  is 
fhewn  .the  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  the  doctrine 
of  prime  and  ultimate  ratios,  in  explaining  the  pheno- 
mena of  that  fyftem.  Here  the  ingenious  author  has 
pempafed  fir  Ifaac  Newton's  method  of  inveftigating  the 

ne 
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It  will  not  be  thought  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pofe,  to  introduce  here  an  obfervation  of  a 

friend, 

prime  and  ultimate  ratios  of  quantities,  with  that  of  ex- 
hauftion  ufed  by  the  ancients,  and  the  method  of  indivi- 
fibles  propofed  by  the  moderns,  and  clearly  fhewn  that 
itexcels  the  former  in  eafeand  fimplicity,  and  the  latter 
in  the  certainty  of  its  principles.  We  fhall  add,  that 
he  has  illuftrated  this  doctrine  in  a  much  clearer,  and 
more  fatisfa£tory  manner,  than  we  remember  to  have 
fcen  in  any  other  writer. 

"  In  the  comment  on  the  firft  feclion,the  principles 
and  reafonings  of  fir  Ifaac  Newton  are  explained  with 
much  greater  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity,  than  in  the  cele- 
brated commentary  of  Jacquier  and  Le  Seur.  The 
reader  will,  we  imagine,  be  fufHciently  convinced  of 
this,  by  comparing  the  explanation  of  the  Lemmas,  i, 
6  and  u,  as  given  in  this  treatife,  with  thofe  inferted  in. 
the  above  commentary. 

"  The  author,  in  the  fecond  and  third  fections,  has 
happily  made  fir  Ifaac  Newton  a  commentator  on  him- 
felf.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  two  firft:  books  of  the 
Principia,  are  purely  mathematical,  and  in  the  third,  fir 
Ifaac  has  applied  the  reafonings  in  the  former  to  the 
fyftem  of  the  world.  Our  commentator,  therefore,  has 
very  judicioufly  given  fome  parts  of  the  third  book,  as  a 
comment  on  the  firft. 

'*  The  demonftration  of  the  fcholium  to  prop.  7,  is 
new,  elegant,  and  concife  :  and  thofe  of  cor.  2,  to 
prop.  9,  and  cor.  1,  to  prop.  15,  are,  undoubted! y,  the 
demonstrations  which  fir  Ifaac  Newton  himfelf  would 
have  given. 

"  The  theorem  marked  (  r  )  pag.  109,  is  curious,  and 
the  demonftration  fuch    as    might  be  expetled  from  fo 

mafler% 
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friend,  who  confiders  it  as  an  happy  cir- 
cumitance  to  have  been  the  pupil  of  Mr. 
Jebb,  while  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge; 
and  who  is  grateful,  in  the  acknowledgment 
of  his  tutor's  excellence,  by  more  fubflantial 
and  unequivocal  proof,  than  the  cold  con- 
fefiion  of  the  relation  in  which  they  once 
flood  to  each  other.  "  When  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  you  the  lafl  time,"  writes 

he, 

mafterly  a  hand.  Nor  muft  we  omit  to  mention  the 
method  of  finding  two  mean  proportionals,  pag.  152, 
as  it  is  performed  with  equal  elegance  and  perfpicuity. 

<e  In  a  word,  the  whole  of  this  commentary  is  remark- 
ably clear  and  instructive  ;  but  the  illuftrations  of  fome 
parts  of  the  9th  fection,  book  1.  of  the  Principia,  de- 
ferve  to  be  diftinguifhed. 

"  We  could,  however,  wifli  that  the  ingenious  gen- 
tleman concerned  in  this  work,  had  confidered  more 
minutely  the  lunar  inequalities  ;  and  we  hope  that,  in 
the  next  edition,  he  will  treat  that  fubjecl:  in  a  more 
copious  manner. 

"  But  a  (till  more  acceptable  prefent  to  the  republic 
of  letters,  would,  we  imagine,  be,  a  commentary  on  the 
whole  Principia,  executed  by  the  fume  mafterly  hand  : 
being  perfuaded,  that  the  difficulties  which  now  attend 
the  reading  of  that  celebrated  work,  would  then,  in  a 
■n-reat  meafure,  be  removed,  and  the  britifh  youth  en- 
abled to  perufe  the  writings  of  their  illuftrious  country- 
man with  eafe  and  fatisfa&ion,  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  labours  of  any  foreigner."— See  Monthly  review, 
vol.  xxxiii.  pi  205. 
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he,  "  I  mentioned  to  you,  that  Dr.  jebb, 
in  his  mathematical  lectures,   ufed,  in  con- 
cluding Newton's   '  Principia,'   to  infift  on 
the  Newtonian  fyftem,  as  the  rtrongeft,  and, 
indeed,  only  rational  demonstration  of  the 
exigence  of  a  deity.     In  his   opinion,  we 
were  not  to  form  our  ideas  of  a  God,   from 
abftrufe,  metaphyseal  reafoning,  but  from 
the  confideration  of  his  works.     Thus,  he 
would  endeavour  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  deity,  by  calculating  the  force 
with  which  the  planet  Saturn  mufl  be  pro- 
jected to  have  its  greateft  velocity;  or  of  his 
wifdom  and  confummate  contrivance  as.  an 
artift,  by  fele&ing  the  only  law  by  which 
the  force  of  gravity  could  vary  fo  as  to  en- 
fure  the  orbit  to  return  into  itfelf.     On  this 
account,  he  always  exprefTed  particular  ad- 
miration of  the  laft  chapter  in  Maclaurin's 
*  View  of  Newton's  philofophy,'  and  often 
lamented  that  he  had  not  lived  to  finifh  it, 
as  it  contained,  in   his  idea,    by  much  the 
bed  demonstration  of  the  exigence  and  at- 
tribute of  the  deity. 

"  Another  opinion  of  Dr.  Jebb's,  which 
(truck  me  as  a  moft  manly  and  noble  in- 
stance 
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fiance  of  his  reliance  on  the  force  of  truth, 
was,  his  wifh  to  fee  every  dodrine  whatever 
fairly  difcufled  on  both  fides.  He  con- 
fidered  a  man  who  publiihed  a  ferious  argu- 
ment again  ft  the  chriitian  religion,  or  againft 
the  exigence  of  a  deity,  as  by  no  means 
criminal,  if  his  real  fentiments  accorded 
with  his  publication.  He  coniidered,  that 
fuch  publications,  or,  indeed,  any  other 
which  contained  ferious  argument,  and  not 
mere  ridicule,  might,  if  founded  in  error, 
be  confuted  by  the  lame  channel  through 
which  they  were  propagated.  But  thofe 
publications,  which  either  endeavour  to 
throw  a  ridicule  on  ferious  fubjecls,  or  to 
feduce,  by  enflaming  the  paflions,  he  utterly 

abhorred  and  detected."* 

After 

*  Letter  from  John  Baynes,  efq.  dated  May  4,  1786. 
We  may  alfo  here  add,  that,  Mr.  Thomas  Pearne,  for- 
merly of  St.  Peter's  college,  and  who  was  diftinguifhed 
by  his  literary  attainments  in  the  univerfitv,  bears  the 
following  honourable  teftimony  to  Mr.  Jebb's  edifying 
manner  of  le&uring:  "  I  am  happy  to  allure  you," 
writes  he,  in  a  late  letter  to  a  friend,  "  that  during  the 
time  of  my  being  Dr.  Jebb's  pupil,  (a  time  I  (hall  ever 
recoiled  with  the  higheft  fatisfaciion,)  he,  with  views 
much  more  enlarged  than  thofe  commonly  entertained 
by  the  generality  of  tutors,   ftudioufly  pointed  cut,    in 

the 
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After  the  publication  of  the  "  Excerpta," 
Mr.  Jebb  removed  to  Potton,   in  Bedford- 

fhire, 

the  courfe  of  his  lectures  upon  Newton's  <c  Principia," 
every  circumftancein  the  laws  and  operations  of  nature, 
which  he  thought  demonftrative  of  the  being  and  attri- 
butes of  God. 

"  As,  however,  fubje&s  of  this  kind  were  only  the 
incidental,  and  not  the  chief  and  immediate  bufinefs  of 
the  lectures  ;  and,  as  I  was  not,  at  that  time,  aware  of 
the  full  value  of  the  doctor's  obfervations,  I  neglected 
to  commit  them  to  writing.  At  this  diftance  of  time, 
therefore,  being  more  than  twelve  years,  I  cannot  with 
certainty  fpecify  any  of  the  particular  arguments  which 
he  ufed,  but  can  only  affirm  the  fact.  The  following, 
however,  I  will  mention,  rather  with  a  view  cf  illuftrat- 
ing  the  doctor's  manner,  than  with  any  pofitive  recol- 
lection of  its  being  actually  one  of  the  many  proofs, 
which  he  noticed,  of  confummate  wifdom  in  the  con- 
flitution  of  the  laws  which  govern  the  material  world. 
To  retain  the  planets  in  circular  orbits,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  accelerating  force  vary  in  the  inVeffe  du- 
plicate, or  any  other  ratio  of  their  diftanccs  from  the 
center.  But  if  they  fhould  chance  to  be  diflurbed  in 
their  motions,  the  evils  that  would  enfue,  upon  a  fup- 
pofition  of  any  other  law  of  force,  would  be  irr.rnenfe. 
If,  for  inftance,  the  force  varied  in  the  inverfe  triplicate 
ratio  of  the  diftance,  the  circular  orbit  would  become 
a  fpiral,  and  the  body  would  either  go  down  to  the 
center,  or  elfe  continually  recede  from  it,  further  and 

further, 

MEM.  C 
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fhire,  and  fettled  in  hired  lodgings  there, 
with  a  view  of  being  near  to  Gamlingay : 
which  vicarage,  however,  he  refigned  the 
19th  of  Auguft,  1765,  having  held  it  not 
quite  twelve  months.  But  he  continued  at 
Potton  from  April  to  November;  during 
which  time,  I  find,  that,  befides  a  great 
variety  of  other  employments,  "  he  read 
through  the  pentateuch  in  hebrew,  harmo- 
nized the  gofpels,  read  about  five  hundred 
verfes  in  the  Koran,  and  fome  other  things 
in  arabic,  and  fludied  geography."  In  the 
latter  end  of  December,  he  returned  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  refided  in  a  houfe  in  St.  An- 
drew's 

further,  without  ever  returning.  Whereas,  if  the  force 
vary  in  the  inverfe  duplicate  ratio  of  thediftance,  which 
is  the  law  that  actually  prevails  in  nature,  the  circular 
orbit  will,  by  any  difturbance,  be  changed  into  an  el- 
lipsis, and  the  body  continue  to  defcribe  a  path,  which 
returns  into  itfelf,  acceding  to  and  receding  from  the 
center  alternately  :  and,  of  any  future  difturbance,  the 
effect  would  only  be,  that  the  body  would  defcribe  an- 
other ellipns,  more  or.lefs  excentric  than  the  former. 
When,  therefore,  we  perceive  this  law  of  the  accele- 
rating force  eftablifhed,  in  preference  to  any  other ;  and 
thus  find  thofe  evils  guarded  againft,  which  might  arife 
from  any  difturbance  in  the  motion  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,  we  muft  be  convinced  that  this  univerfe  is  under 
the  guidance  of  a  wife  and  good  providence." 
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drew's  parifh.  In  the  following  fpring, 
(March  28,  1766)  he  entered  on  the  curacy 
of  St.  Andrew's  church ;  the  rev.  Dearing 
Jones,  rector  of  Navenby,  in  Lincolnfhire, 
being  then  alfo  vicar  of  that  parifti.  Mr. 
Jebb  was  likewife  appointed  lecturer  of  St, 
Andrew's,  in  the  room  of  the  rev.  Henry 
Hubbard,  who  had  been  in  that  place  near 
twenty  years. 

On  Mr.  Jebb's  re-fettlement  in  Cam- 
bridge, he  again  re  fumed  the  office  and  la* 
bour  of  private  tutor,  and  had  feven  pupils 
attending  him  every  day;  adding  to  the  ac-* 
cuftomed  labours  of  this  employment,  lec- 
tures in  Butler's  Analogy,  on  funday  even- 
ings. He  alfo  read  lectures  at  Trinity-hall, 
in  Tully's  offices,  for  Dr.  Ridlington,  dur- 
ing the  two  firft  terms  of  this  year;  and 
applied  himfelf  to  the  fludy  of  french  zn& 
Italian,  under  the  infraction  of  a  friend. 

Odober  10,  1766,  Mr.  Jebb  and  Mr. 
Watfon,  were  again  elected  moderators,  and 
at  the  annual  election,  in  the  following  year, 
Mr.  Jebb  was  re-elected,  along  with  Mr. 
Thomas   Stevens  of  Trinity;  and,   for  ths 

C  2  lad: 
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lad  time,  on  ioth  of  October  1768,  with 
Mr.  John  Hutton,  of  St.  John's  college. 

In  the  year  1767,  Mr.  Jebb  continued  to 
take  private  pupils  -,  to  whom  he  alfo  read 
lectures  in  the  greek  Teftament,  on  funday 
evenings ;  he  likewife  attended  to  his  fhare 
in  the  conduct  of  the  difputations  in  the 
fchools,  and  to  the  care  of  the  parifh  church 
of  St.  Andrew;  and  I  find  it  generally  ob- 
ferved,  by  himfelf,  that  this  year  "  he  had 
frequent  communications  with  Dr.  Law." 
A  note,  which  I  confider  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  information  he  ever  fought, 
and  derived,  from  one  fo  well  informed  in 
fcripture-knowledge,  as  the  learned  mailer 
of  Peterhoufe. 

Mr.  Chappelow,  profeflor  of  arabic,  died 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1768.  Upon  his 
deceafe,  Mr.  Jebb  offered  himfelf  a  candi- 
date for  the  profefTorfhip.  He  had  pre- 
vioufly  qualified  himfelf  in  the  arabic  lan- 
guage, by  much  application  and  lludy,  and, 
I  have  fome  rcafon  to  think,  not  without  a 
view  to  that  appointment,  particularly  as 
the  very  advanced  age  of  Mr.  Chappelow 

made 
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made  a  vacancy,  an  event  that  might  natu- 
rally be  expe&ed  at  no  very  diftant  time. 
The  competitors  for  this  office,  were  few  : 
and  I  remember  to  have  heard  the  general 
voice  of  the  univerilty  decidedly  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Jebb,  There  arofe,  however,  a 
candidate,  whofe  fuccefs,  fuperfeded  Mr. 
Jebb's  well-founded  pretenfions ;  and  that 
candidate  was  his  near  relation,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, at  that  time,  his  friend.  The  peribn 
here  meant  was  Dr.  Samuel  Hallifax,  who 
was  then  the  reprefentative,  or  deputy,  of 
Dr.  Ridlington,  profeffor  of  civil  law,  to 
whofe  chair  he  was  confidered  by  himfelf 
as  heir  apparent,  and  to  which  he  actually 
fucceeded  in  about  two  years  afterwards. 
When  the  univerfity  were  difpofed  to  be 
friendly  to  our  author,  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  he  found  an  adverfary,  who,  from  aca- 
demical connections,  had  the  greater  inte- 
reft  among  the  heads  of  houfes,  with  whom 
lay  the  election.  It  is  alfo  to  be  regretted, 
that  the  fame  gentleman,  who  was  fo  well 
aiTured  of  fucceeding  foon  to  the  chair  of 
civil  law,  (the  immediate  line  in  which  he 
was  engaged)  mould  impatiently  feize  the 

C  3  patting 
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pacing  offer  of  the  arabic  profeiTorfhip,  to 
the  prejudice  of  another,  who  would  fo  ho- 
nourably have  filled  it ;  and  who  would 
have  devoted  fome  time,  at  leaft,  to  the 
teaching  that  language  in  the  univerfity, 
which,  it  may  be  prefumed,  was  certainly 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  founder. 

Learning  may  more  frequently  fail  of  its 
pecuniary  rewards,  even  in  thofe  feminaries 
appropriated  for  the  cultivation  of  it,  than 
of  the  fatisfaction  it  yields  its  owners  in  the 
profecution  of  their  ftudies.  Mr.  Jebb 
confidered  the  advantages  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  oriental  languages  as  fully  equivalent 
to  the  labour  of  attaining  them.  In  his 
theological  purfuits,  he  was  ever  deiirous  of 
drinking  the  living  waters  of  the  word  of 
God,  from  the  fountain-head ;  and  he  ufed, 
frequently,  to  exprefs  the  high  pleafure  and 
fatisfac~tion  he  derived  from  his  acquaintance 
with  the  languages  of  the  fcriptures ;  and 
from  the  correfpondent  and  collateral  lan- 
guages, which  fo  frequently  throw  light 
upon,  and  illuftrate  thofe  of  the  facred  text,* 

On 

*   In  a  private  manufcript  note,   dated  fubfequent  to 
his   fecond    canvafs  for  the  arabic  proflfibrfliip,  I  find 

the 


(       23       ) 

On  the  21ft  of  November,  1768,   he  en- 
tered on  his  courfe  of  lectures  on  the  greek 
Teftament ;  concerning  which,  the  "  Short 
account"  he  afterwards  published,  will  af- 
ford the  beft  fatisfaction.     In   this  employ- 
ment he  eminently  increafed  his  ufefulnefs  j 
and  found,  in   his  own  reflections  on  the 
good  work  he  was  engaged  in,   that  confo- 
lation,  which  fupported  him  under  the  bit- 
tereft  and   moil  unrelenting  ill  ufage  :  and 
to  the  laft  hour  of  his  life,  he   enjoyed,  in 
the  review  of  his  own  improvement  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  his  ear- 
ned endeavours  to  promote  it  in  others,  that 
fatisfaclion,  which  the  world  could  neither 
give,  nor  take  away. 

Dr.  HinchlifFe,  mailer  of  Trinity  col- 
lege, and  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge, 
drew  the  univerfity  into  the  tender  of  no 
lefs  acceptable  an  offering  to  the  mini- 
ster, than  a  reprobation  of  the  princi- 
ples and   conduct  of  the  popular  party  of 

C  4  that 

the  following  refolution.  "  Refolved  to  ftudy  the 
Koran  in  the  original,  with  a  view  of  extracting  from 
thence  evidences  and  explanations  of  the  gofpel." 
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that  day.  An  addrefs  to  the  king  was  of- 
fcrred  to  the  fenate  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1769,  and  carried.  Mr.  Jebb  put  in  his  non- 
placet  in  the*regent-houfe;  and,  upon  a  divi- 
fion,  only  the  late  Mr.  T\fon  of  Benet  college 
voted  with  him.  The  fervility  of  feveral 
addrcffes  on  this  occafion,  can  only  be 
equalled  by  that  from  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge;  but,  without  entering  into  the 
political  grievances  of  that  day,  I  will  tran- 
fcribe  the  addrefs  in  a  note,  and,  in  j unifi- 
cation of  Mr.  Jebb's  negative  voice,  refer 
the  reader  to  the  remembrance  of  thofe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  miniftry  in  refpect  to  the 
rights  of  election,  which  even  the  houfe  of 
commons  itfelf  afterwards  expunged  from 
their  journals.* 

Thefe 

*  "  To  the  king's  moft  excellent  majefty. 

*'  Moft  gracious  fovereign, 
"  We,  your  majefiy's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts, 
the  chancellor,  mafters,  and  fcholars  of  your  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  the  grateful 
fenfe  we  have  of  your  majefiy's  conftant  and  unwearied 
attention  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  all  your  people. 

"  Felly  convinced  that  this,  or  any  other,  nation 
neve  ed  the  ile  bleffings  of  civil  and  religious 

•:y  in   a  greater  degree,  th;;a   what  we  experience 
your  0  :    md   moft   gracious   govern- 

ment ; 
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Thefe  digreffions  did  not  interrupt  Mr. 
Jebb's  lectures  on  the  new  Teftament,  his 
private  philofophical  lectures,  or  his  own 
general  ftudies.  He  nnifhed  reading  the 
hebrew  bible,  with  Le  Clerc's  commentary, 
the  31ft  of  May ;  and  during  the  vacation, 
which  he  fpent  at  Bungay,  he  read  Horace, 
Virgil,  Juvenal,  Ferfius,  part  of  Lucretius, 
and  Ovid. 

The  patronage  of  Mr.  Jebb,  which,  in 
every  view,  would  have  done  honour  to  the 

reputation 

mentj  we  cannot  but  fee,  with  concern  and  abhor- 
rence, the  evil  defigns  of  bad  men,  who,  under  the  fpe- 
cious  pretence  of  promoting  the  public  good,  are  labour- 
ing to  feduce  the  ignorant  and  unwary  from  their  duty, 
by  infufing  into  their  minds  needlefs  fears  and  jealoufies 
as  if  the  constitution  was  in  danger. 

**  We  truft,  it  ever  has  been  our  conftant  endeavour, 
and  humbly  intreatyour  majefty's  favourable  acceptance 
of  our  moft  faithful  affu  ranees,  that  it  ever  fhall  be  our 
particular  care,  to  inftil  into  the  rifing  generation  com- 
mitted to  our  charge,  true  principles  of  religion  and 
loyalty,  and  fuch  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  your  majefty's 
royal  protection  of  this  feat  of  learning,  as  will  tend  to 
make  them  good  citizens  and  good  fubjech,  and  fullv  to 
anfwer  the  ends  of  our  inftitution. 

**  To  this  teftimony  of  our  duty  and  fidelity,  wefhall 
add  our  unfeigned  prayers  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  it 
may  pleafe  almighty  God  to  preferve  your  majeily,  the 
beloved  fovereign  of  an  united,  loyal,  and  affectionate 
people." 
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reputation  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
was  referved  for  a  private  gentleman,  except 
his  election  into  the  fmall  living  of  Oving- 
ton,  before-mentioned.     On  July  10,  1769, 
he  was  inftituted  to  the  vicarage  of  Flixton, 
near  Bungay,  in  Suffolk,  on   the  prefenta- 
tion  of  William  Adair,  efq.  of  Flixton-  hall. 
And,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1770,  was  infti- 
tuted to  the  united  re£tories  of  Homersfield, 
and  St.  Crofs,  parifhes  contiguous  to  Flix- 
ton,   upon  the   fame   prefentation.     Being 
alfo,  in  the  fummer  of  the  fame  }Tear,  no- 
minated chaplain  to  Robert  earl  of  Harbo- 
rough.     In  confequence  of  the  acceffion  of 
thefe  preferments,  though  not  considerable 
in  themfeives,  he  refigned,  fome  time  in  the 
month  of  October,    1771,    the   rectory  of 
Ovington,  which  he  had  received  from  the 
•    univerfity ;  and  Mr.  Sheep/hanks,  fellow  of 
St.  John's  college,  was  elected  in  his  place. 
The  fummer  of  1770,  he  again  fpent  at 
Bungay,  and  was  chiefly  employed  in  per- 
fecting his  harmony  of  the  gofpels,  and  in 
fuperintending  a    houfe  of    induftry,  then 
lately  eilablifncd  in  his  neighbourhood  in 

Suffolk, 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Hallifax  fucceeding  to  the  profeflbr- 
(hip  of  civil  law,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1770,  upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Ridlington ; 
Mr.  Jebb  once  more  folicited  that  of  arabic, 
which  Dr.  Hallifax  then  vacated  :   but  as  he 
had  now,   by  exerching  that  liberty  of  pro- 
phefving,  which  becomes  every  proteftant 
chriftian  ;  and  by  recommending  the  fame 
to  others,  in  his  theological  lectures,  greatly 
offended   the  majority  of  the  electors,   he 
was  again  difappointed.     When  he  was  op- 
pofed   by  Dr.  Hallifax,   the   electors  were 
well   inclined    to    do   juftice  to  his   learn- 
ing ;  on  his   fecond   canvafs   for   the  fame 
office,    the   fpirit  of  inquiry  which  he  had 
railed  among  the  younger  ftudents,  was  im- 
puted to  him  as   a  crime  defer ving  the  re- 
fentment  of  their  feniors.     In  thefe  obferva- 
tions,  his   opponent  is   no   way  concerned. 
Mr,  Craven,  the  fuccefsful  candidate,  was  a 
truly  refpectable  character,  and  now  enjoys, 
with  reputation,    that  laurel,  which  friend- 
ihip   would   have   placed  on    the    brow  of 
Mr.  Jebb. 

The  enemies  of  Mr.  Jebb,  not   fatisfied 
with  defeating  his  honourable  profpects,  had 

recourfe 
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recourfe  to  mifreprefentation  ;  the  wicked, 
although  familiar,  weapon  of  intemperate 
and  ambitious  zeal.  Wounded  and  ag- 
grieved, as  he  conceived,  in  his  reputation; 
and,  unjuftly  cut  off  from  receiving  the  lefs 
difinterefted,  but  not  dishonourable,  advan- 
tages of  his  labours,  by  an  open  and  abfolute 
prohibition  of  attendance  upon  his  lectures, 
extending  to  ail  perfons  "  in  ftatu  pupillarij" 
he  determined  to  fubmit  his  vindication  and 
plan  to  the  free  and  impartial  voice  of  an  un- 
prejudiced public.  Influenced  by  thefe  mo- 
tives, he  publifhed,  in  the  winter  of  1770, 
his  "  Short  account  of  theological  lectures," 
which  was  well  received  and  much  e (teemed. 
Subfequent  incidents,  occalioned  a  fecond 
edition,  in  March  1772,  "  corrected  and 
much  enlarged."* 

On  the  21  ft  of  March  1771,  Mr.  Jebb 
kept  his  act,  in  the  divinity  fchool,  under 
Dr.  Rutherforth,  then  regius  profeiibr  of 
divinity.  His  queftion  on  this  occafion, 
had  been  before  maintained  in  the  fame  place, 
by    Dr.    Law,  mafter  of  Peterhoufe,  now 

bill)  op 

*  See  the  firft  tract  in  this  volume,   p.    1 — 75. 
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bifhop  of  Carlifle.  The  queftion,  as  it  was 
propofed  for  difputation,  was  as  follows. — 
tf  Status  animarum  in  intervallo  mortis 
atque  refurrectionis  agentium  quicquam, 
five  fentientium  ex  facris  Uteris  colligi  ne- 
quit."  The  difputation  was  conducted  with 
ability  and  politenefs  on  both  fides,  and  con- 
tinued for  a  longer  time  than  is  generally 
employed  in  thefe  exercifes.  The  fecond 
queftion,  which  is  always  propofed  by  the 
profeffor,  was,  "  Epiftola  ad  Hebra^os  a 
Paulo  fcripta  eft." 

The  thefts  which  he  wrote  onthisoccafton, 
is  now  printed  on  account  of  the  argument 
it  contains,  not  for  the  fake  of  its  latinity. 
For  he  afterwards  feduloufly  applied  himfelf 
to,  and  attained  a  much  greater  proficiency 
in  latin  compofition.* 

Some  fhort  time  before  he  kept  his  ad!:, 
and  while  he  was  preparing  himfelf  for  it, 
he  wrote  to  me  concerning  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  to 
the  following  purport.  "  The  profeilor,  (Dr. 
Rutherforth)  has  difperfed  narratives  of  his 
engagement  with  Tyrwhitt,  over  all  Eng- 
land. 

*  Seethe  thefts, vol.  ii.  p.  181 — '202, 
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land.  I  wifh  we  could  get  that  bufinefs 
before  the  world.  I  am  labouring  at  Tyr- 
whitt,  but  he  is  a  quiet  man  ;  yet,  as  fteady 
as  a  rock  when  attacked.  I  only  wifh  the 
profefTor  would  publifh  his  own  account ; 
it  would  make  a  ftrange  appearance.*" 

Early 

*  The  queftions  which  were  defended  in  the  fchools 
by  Mr.  Tyrvvhitt,  were  ( i )  "  Quod  genus  humanum 
propter  peccatum  Adami  laboribus  ac  morti  obnoxium 
fit,  in  facris  fcripturis  traditur,  et  rectae  rationi  non  re- 
pugnat."  (2)  "  Confufio  linguarum  Babylonica  abfque 
Dei  interventu  explicari  nequit."  The  latter  of  thefe 
queftions  was  given,  according  to  cuftom,  by  the  pro- 
fefTor, and  both  of  them  may  be  feen,  with  very  imma- 
terial variation,  in  bifhop  Watfon's  collection  of  quef- 
tions which  have  been  difputed  upon  in  the  theological 
fchools  at  Cambridge,  publifhed  in  his  admirable  and 
truly  proteftant  preface  to  his  "  Collection  of  theo- 
logical traits. "  It  has  been  generally  hinted  in  the 
text,  that  fome  difficulties  arofe  between  the  learned 
profefTor  and  his  no  lefs  learned  refpondent,  con- 
cerning the  former's  acceptance  or  refufal  of  other 
queftions,  which  had  been  propofed  by  Mr.  Tyr- 
whitt.  It  might  be  added,  that  the  rejection  of  them 
by  the  profefTor,  did  no  credit  either  to  his  judgment 
or  candor  :  and  rather  argued  fome  diftruft  of  certain 
opinions  gaining  converts  by  an  open  difcufTion  of  them. 
Standing  in  their  fimple  ftatement,  they  would  have 
done  honour  to  bifhop  Watfon's  collection,  and  to  the 
liberal  fpirit  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  if  his  pre- 
tlcceftbr  had  received  them,  as  fubjects  of  inquiry  and 

difputation. 
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Early  in  the  year  177 1,  the  defign  was 
formed  of  applying  to  parliament  for  relief 
in  the  matter  of  fubfcription  to  the  liturgy 
and  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of 
England.  Mr.  Jebb  was  acquainted  with 
and  affifled  in  it  by  his  counfels,  from  a 
very  early  period.  He  came  to  London, 
upon  this  errand,  in  the  month  of  April  j  and 

on 

difputatlon.  Their  truth  and  importance  would  have 
been  argued  before  an  audience  that  had  all  the  advan- 
tage  of  learning,  and  difcernment,  to  have  diflinguifhed 
between  the  oppofed  prowefs  of  the  controverfialifts, 
and  the  written  law  of  God,,  by  which  the  difpute  was 
to  be  determined  ;  who  would  have  given  to  both,  that 
high  approbation  they  might  deferve  as  able  champions 
for  their  refpeclive  caufes,  while  they  would  have  de- 
cided on  the  queftion  by  the  greater  prevalence  of  teiK- 
mony,  and  the  foundnefs  of  the  arguments,  advanced  in 
its  fupport.  The  principal  queftions  propofed  by  Mr* 
Tyrwhitt,  and  refufed  by  the  profefTor,  were  the  follow- 
ing ;  the  laft  of  which  was  only  objected  to,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  foregoing  ones. 

1.  Preces  chriftianorum  ad  Deum  folum,  patrem  Jefu 
Chrifti,   dirigendae  funt. 

2.  In  coetum  chriftianum  recipiendi  funt,  qui  Jefum 
pro  vero  meffia  agnofcunt ;  etfi  ilium  vel  Deo  longe  in- 
feriorem,  vel  etiarn  meruni  hominem  efle  credant. 

3.  Lex  chriftiana  aeternis  pcenis  non  fancitur. 

4.  Nullum  fidei  chriftiana  dogma  in  facris  fcripturis 
traditufn,  eft  recuse  rationi  diiTentaneum. 
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oh  July  the  17th,  he  attended  the  firft  ge- 
neral meeting  at  the  Feathers  tavern,  in  con- 
fequence  of  public  advertifement  for  that 
purpofe;  at  which  time,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  "  committee,  to  prepare  a  petition 
to  parliament  to  obtain  redrefs  in  the  matter 
of  fubfcription  to  the  liturgy  and  thirty- 
nine  articles  of  the  church  of  England." 

At  a  meeting  of  that  committee,  on  the 
20th  of  September  following,  a  draft  of  a 
petition  was  laid  before  them,  and  after 
fome  revifion,  approved.  And  the  petition 
fo  agreed  on,  was  afterwards  adopted,  at  the 
fecond  general  meeting,  on  the  25th  of  the 
fame  month. 

In  the  interval  between  fuch  fecond  ge- 
neral meeting  and  the  following  one,  fixed 
for  December  the  1  ith,  or,  more  accurately, 
very  foon  after  the  25  th  of  September,  it 
was  judged  expedient  to  circulate  an  explicit 
account  of  the  plan  and  defign  of  the  aflbcia- 
tion ;  and  though  fuch  paper  was  not  for- 
mally avowed,  by  vote,  either  of  the  com- 
mittee or  general  meeting,  it  was  unani- 
moufly  approved  by  the  committee,  and 
printed  at  their  joint  expenfe.  It  has  ge- 
neral ly 
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nerally  been  denominated  "  the  circular 
letter  j"  and  this  letter  was  the  production 
of  Mr.  Jebb,  fubject  indeed  to  fome  few 
corrections,  which  the  feveral  members  of 
the  committee  fuggefted.* 

From  the  month  of  June  to  October  26, 
1771,  Mr.  Jebb  chiefly  refided  at  Bungay ; 
and  was  engaged  in  the  minilteral  duties  of 
his  paridies  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in 
vindicating  the  caufe  of  the  petitioning 
clergy  in  the  public  papers.  During  this 
time  alfo,  he  got  by  heart  the  epiftles  to 
the  Ephefians  and  Coloffians. 

As  Mr.  Jebb  had  been  appointed,  at  the 
meeting  in  September,  of  the  committee 
to  "  confider  of  proper  fleps  to  circulate  the 
petition  then  approved  :"  fo,  at  that  on  De- 
cember 1 1,  he,  together  with  his  former  af- 
fociates,  and  feveral  others,  were  appointed  a 
committee,  "  for  the  purpofe  of  considering 
the  proper  ways  and  means  of  introducing 
the  petition  into  the  houfe  of  commons. " 

The  attention  of  the  univerflty  was  much 


*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  12. 
MEM.  D 
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occupied,  at  this  time,  as  may  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  right  of 
protectant  churches  to  require  fubfcription 
to  fyftematical  confeffions  of  faith  and  doc- 
trine. Dr.  Samuel  Hallifax,  now  bifhop 
of  GlouceMer,  appeared  among  the  moft 
prompt  and  ready  of  thofe  champions,  who, 
having  denied  the  right  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  claimed  it,  as  belonging  to  the  church 
of  England  :  he  alio  profefled  to  defend  the 
fpecific  doctrines  which  are  contained  in  the 
formularies  of  the  eftablifhed  church.  It 
might  feem  invidious  to  fay  more  of  his  la- 
bours on  this  cccafion  -,  but,  it  certainly 
would  not  have  leffened  the  eftimation,  either 
of  his  judgment  or  his  zeal,  in  the  opinion 
of  his  auditors,  had  he  fpared  that  inunda- 
tion of  perfonal  abufe  of  Mr.  Jebb,  which 
would  have  difgraced  a  much  fuperior  com- 
polition,  and,  afiuredly,  added  no  beauty  to 
his  own.  The  fermons,  in  the  fubfequent 
corrected  flate,  in  which  they  are  given  to  the 
public,  are  nowonlymemorable  for  the  Angu- 
lar futility  of  their  argument;  and  would  have 
been  forgotten,  but  for  the  maflerly,  though 
fevere,  letter  they  occn'i'oned  to  be  addreiled 

to 
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to  the  author.  This  letter  was  generally 
afcribed  to  the  rev.  Samuel  Blackall,  then, 
fellow  of  Emmanuel  college,  but  lately  pre- 
fen  ted  by  that  fociety,  to  the  re&ory  of 
Loughborough,   in  Leicefterfhire.* 

In  January  1772,  the  letters  which  Mr. 
Jebb  had  written  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter, 
in  the  Whitehall  evening-  poft,  under  the  fig- 
nature  of  "Paulinus,"  were  collected,  revifed, 
and  re-publiihed  together,  in  a  pamphlet,  at 
the  inftance  of  fome  particular  friends. -f* 
They  were  much  read  and  circulated;  and 
were  generally  underflood  to  render  effential 
fervice  to  the  caufe  of  the  petitioning  clergy, 

D   2  previoufly 

*  See  "  Three  fermons  preached  before  the  univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  occafioned  by  an  attempt  to  aboliih 
fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  religion," 
printed  1772.  Alfo,  "  A  letter  to  Dr.  Hallifax,  upon 
the  fubjecl  of  his  three  difcourfes,  &c<  fecond  edition, 
printed  the  fame  year. — It  feems  to  have  been  mutually- 
agreed,  between  the  preacher  and  the  letter-writer, 
though  with  very  unequal  fuccefs,  "  not  to  render  an 
enemy  confiderable  by  oppofition,  whofe  malice  may 
moft  effectually  be  difarmed  by  contempt."  (See  Dr. 
Hallifax's  preface  to  the  third  edition  of  his  fermons, 
p.  xi.)  Mr.  Blackall,  it  is  prefumed,  took  the  advice 
given  by  Dr.  Hallifax,  and  dropt  his  correfporidence. 

f   See  this  volume,   p.  137—222. 
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previoufly  to  the  introduction  of  their  peti- 
tion into  the  houfe  of  commons.  Not- 
withstanding which,  it  is  apprehended,  that 
the  author's  fentiments  concerning  the  re- 
formation of  the  eftabliihed  church,  under- 
went  fome  further  considerable  changes  in 
the  fubfequent  part  of  his  life. 

The  fourth  general  meeting  of  the  clerical 
petitioners  was  held  the  23d  of  January,  1772, 
when  the  former  committee,   (with  the  ad- 
dition of  feveral  other  perfons,)  were  "  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  petition  into  the  houfe 
of  commons,  as  early  as  poffible  that  feffion 
of  parliament."     And  the  petition  was  ac- 
cordingly prefented  on  the  6th  of  February, 
by  fir  William  Meredith,   and   his   motion 
thereon  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
now  lord  Camelford. 

Thus  much  is  obferved,  only  to  fhew  the 
perfonal  concern  and  (hare,  Mr.  Jebb  took 
in  the  whole  of  that  bufmefs,  without  any 
intention  of  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  affociation. 

How  intirely  he  was  fixed  in  the  true  pro- 
tenant  principle,  and  how  confident  his 
ideas  were  in  that  matter,  may  be  feen  by 

an 
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an  extract  from  a  letter  to  a  greatly  efteemed 
character,  dated  July  18,   1772. 

*'  You  mention,"  fays  he,  "  a  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  the  rlxth  article;  or  fubfcription  to 
the  queftion  in  the  ordination  office ;  or,  if 
that  would  not  do,  to  the  apoftles'  creed,  as 
fubft'tutes  in  the  place  of  the  prefent,  The 
two  firft  are,  indeed,  very  different  from  the 
laft.  I  will  freely  give  you  again  my  fenti- 
ments  upon  the  fubject,  and  hope  for  your 
ufual  candour  in  perufing  them.  When  I 
fee  the  little  effect  which  the  befl  principles 
and  modes  of  faith  have  upon  the  practice, 
I  am  fometimes,  in  a  defponding  hour,  in- 
clined to  think,  that  a  fuccefsful  contefl  for 
the  prevalence  of  any  one  fet  of  opinions,  is 
fcarcely  worthy  of  the  pains  and  trouble, 
that  are  often  taken  about  them.  And,  that 
it  would  be  better  for  each,  to  act  his  part, 
in  the  little  fphere  of  domeflic  duties,  which 
heaven  hath  afligned  him,  than  to  perplex 
himlelf  and  others  with  unedtfyingdifputes. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  when  I  think  that  we 
are  imperfect  judges  of  the  operation  of  prin- 
ciples, and  that  the  almighty  hath  thought 
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proper,  in  reality,  fo  far  to  interfere  in  the 
caufe  of  truth,  as  to  give  a  revelation  to 
mankind ;  it  certainly  mutt  be  his  will  that 
we  preferve  this  facred  depofit,  pure  and 
untainted,  from  thofe  human  mixtures  and 
corruptions,  which  have  obfcured  the  know- 
ledge of  God's  law,  in  every  other  nation 
under  heaven.  If  the  word  of  God  be  not 
bound  by  explanatory  articles  of  faith  and 
doctrine ;  if  no  emoluments  are  annexed  to 
particular  confemons ;  no  terrors  appended 
to  opinions,  that  word  will  prevail  and 
operate  in  the  manner,  which,  from  the 
circumftances  of  the  revelation,  we  may 
collect,  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  almighty.  It  would  operate 
by  its  native  charms,  approving  themfelves 
to  the  confciences  of  each,  and  diffufe  itfelf, 
by  a  manifestation  of  its  effects  on  the  life 
and  eonverfation  of  the  true  believer.  All 
helps  and  arliftances  mould  be  difcarded, 
which  may  have  an  equivocal  effect.  In 
this  view  of  the  gofpel,  human  policy  mould 
ever  be  difclaimed.  The  utmoft  of  man's  in- 
terference mould  be,  an  earned  and  com!  ant 
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endeavour,  to  prevent  the  narrow  fchemes, 
and  interefted  projects  of  this  world,  from 
deforming  its  native  purity,  and  abfoiute 
perfection.  Under  this  idea  of  things,  I 
view  our  late  application  ;  not  in  the  light 
of  a  petition  for  relief  to  a  few  individuals, 
who  cannot  brine  the  articles  of  our  church 
to  fquarewith  their  own  private  interpreta- 
tions of  fcripture  ;  but,  as  an  attempt  to  re- 
store the  genuine  fplenc  [  L  2  epfpel, 
by  vindicating  the  right  of  every  individual 
in  thefe  kingdoms,  to  interpret  iciiptu;e 
for  himfelf.  Which  can  never  be  exer- 
cifed,  while  there  is  any  temptation  held 
forth,  by  the  powers  of  this  world,  to  dif- 
femble  or  prevaricate  in  a  fingle  in  fiance. 
For  this  reafon,  the  apoftles'  creed  is  as  ex- 
ceptionable, as  our  prefent  mbfcription ; 
nor  would  I  confent  to  the  fabrication  <  f 
any  fyftematical  confeffion,  although  I  my- 
felf  was  intruded  with  the  execution.  The 
naked  gofpel,  fubfcribedas  the  word  of  God, 
is  the  only  fubfcription  I  can  pombly  peti- 
tion to  have  fubitituted  in  the  place  of  the 
prefent.    The  particular  formulary  in  which 
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this  declaration  is  made,  is  a  matter  of  little 
moment,  provided  the  formulary  be  clear 
and  exprefs. 

"  With  refpect  to  our  willingnefs,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  lawful  authority  of  bifhops, 
and  to  alien t  to  the  ufe  of  the  liturgy ;  thofe 
matters  are  pretty  well  taken  care  of  by  the 
oaths  of  canonical  obedience,  and  the  act  of 
uniformity.  They  are  queftions,  totally 
di(linc?t  from  that  we  are  engaged  in  ;  and, 
as  our  adverfaries  know  full  well,  that  we 
have  no  objections  to  either  of  thefe  matters, 
they  will  never  be  molified  by  any  declara- 
tions we  can  make.  But  it  is  advifable,  you 
will  fay,  to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  mode- 
rate men.  We  have  not,  as  yet,  offended 
any  moderate  men.  And  thofe  half- friends 
who,  at  prefent,  keep  aloof,  have  other  rea- 
fons  for  their  conduct,  which  no  declara- 
tions of  our  innocency  can  fubdue.  It  is 
urged,  by  many,  as  a  reafon  for  not  med- 
dling in  our  affair,  that,  were  the  prefent 
articles  fet  afide,  as  we  defire,  we  fliould 
next  labour  to  eftablifh  focinian  articles  in 
their  room.     In  ihort,  there  is   no  end  of 
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anfwering  objections,  or  of  foftening  the 
oppofition.  Let  us  keep  our  grand  point, 
viz.  the  fufficiency  of  the  fcriptures,  fteadily 
in  view.  Jt  is  a  reafonable  and  intelligible 
kind  of  union,  which  cannot  eafily  be  broken. 
And  while  we  adhere  to  it,  a  difference  of 
opinion  may  indeed  arife  as  to  the  time, 
and  mode  of  our  operations ;  \but,  we  mall 
ever  be  a  refpeclable  and  confident  body  of 
men,  who  will,  at  laft,  appear  to  have  hit 
upon  the  fhorteft  and  molt,  practicable,  as 
well  as  moft  juftifiable  method,  of  doling, 
for  ever,  all  prejudicial  dirTentions  in  mat- 
ters of  faith. 

"  You  fee  the  ftate  of  my  mind  upon  this 
fubjedt :  you  fee  I  am  thoroughly  refolved, 
never  to  give  my  affent  to  any  meafure, 
which,  in  the  molt  diilant  manner,  implies 
a  departure  from  our  original  ground.  But, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  refped  to  the  mode 
of  carrying  on  our  attacks  againft.  this  ufurp- 
ed  power  of  dogmatizing  in  the  church  of 
Chrift :  whether  by  the  old  petition,  by  a 
new  one,  or  by  bill,  as  having  no  fettled 
opinion  of  my  own,  or  unable  to  advife,  I 
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/hall,  with  pleafure,  fall  in  with  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  our  friends." 

The  fummer  of  the  year  1772,  like  the 
preceding  one,  (from  June  to  October)  he 
pafTed  at  Bungay ;  where  he  prepared  lec- 
tures on  St.  Paul's  epiftles,  and  wrote  much 
for  the  public  papers. 

Mr.  Jebb  having  fully  considered  the  ar- 
gument urged  by  the  enemies  of  the  pro- 
teilant  principle,  from  the  fuppofed  necef- 
fity  of  a  proper  center  of  union  among  chrif- 
tians,  wrote  his  fentiments  thereon  in  the 
public  prints,  as-  alfo  in  a  letter  which  was 
publifhed  in  October  1772,  and  addreifed  to 
fir  William  Meredith.* 

On  funday,  the  27th  of  December  1772, 
Mr.  Jebb  preached  before  the  univerfity  ; 
and,  as  the  occanon  demanded,  conlidered  the 
queflion  concerning  fubfeription,  in  as  full 
extent  as  the  time  and  place  would  admit. 
The  fubject  was  taken  from  Ads  xv.  10. 
*«  Now,  therefore,  why  tempt  ye  God,  to 
put  a  yoke  upon  the  neck  of  the  difciples, 
which  neither  our  fathers,    nor   we,  were 

able 
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able  to  bear  ?"  This  fermon  is  preferved  in 
the  prefent  publication,  under  a  perfuafion 
that  by  fo  doing,  we  render  an  acceptable 
fervice  to  the  protectant  caufe.* 

The  very  next  day,  monday  the  28th  of 
December,  he  again  preached  before  the 
fame  audience ;  but,  having  borne  his  pub- 
lic teMimony  to  the  genuine  principle  of 
proteftantifm,  he  wifely  declined  to  proceed 
in  matters  of  controverfy.  He,  therefore, 
delivered  a  fermon  on  the  fpirit  of  benevo- 
lence, which  he  foon  after  published;  in- 
fcribing  it  to  "  the  ingenuous  youths  who 
had  honoured  with  their  attendance,  his 
theological  leclures."  -f 

This  fermon  was  re- printed,  in  the  year 
2780,  and  again  in  17825  and  the  circulation 
of  it  widely  extended,  in  the  midft  of  the 
agitation  of  great  political  queftidns.  To 
thefe  editions,  were  prefixed  the  following 
advertifement  by  the  editor : 

"  At  a  time,  when  disputes  run  fo  high, 
as  to  endanger  that  affection  we  owe  to  each 
other,  as  children  of.  one  common  parent, 
who  is  the  author  of  all  good,  it  hath  fre- 
quently 

*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  107—133,         f  lb.  p.  1—26. 
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quently  been  fuggefted,  by  many  who  wi(h 
to  promote  that  univerfal  benevolence,  re- 
commended in  the  following  fermon,  that 
re-printing  it  at  this  time,  might  tend  to 
moderate  our  refentments,  and  induce  us, 
even  in  the  midft  of  contending  parties,  to 
remember  that  we  are  brethren. 

"  With  a  view  of  curbing  the  violence  or 
paffion,  without  impairing  the  vigour  of  our 
virtuous  efforts  for  that  which  we  think 
right;  leave  hath  been  obtained  of  the  au- 
thor to  re-publifh  this  difcourfe:  and  it  is 
now  humbly  infcribed  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  America,  by  their  fincere 
friend  and  humble  fervant,  the  editor.'* 

During  the  months  of  February,  March, 
and  April,  1773,  Mr.  Jebb  was  particularly 
employed  in  attendance  on  the  bufinefs  of 
the  clergy  aflbciated  for  obtaining  relief  in 
the  matter  of  fubfeription ;  and,  on  the 
queftions  relating  to  the  eitablifhing  annual 
examinations  at  Cambridge. 

It  may  be  thought  by  fome  perfons,  who 
have  been  ufed  to  confound  academical  foun- 
dations with  monaftic  inftitutions,  that  the 
dffputes   in    the   univerfity   may   be   of    no 
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more  confequence  than  the  brawls  and  con- 
tentions of  monks  and  friars;  but,  when  they 
recoiled  that,  in  Mr.  Jebb's  idea,  the  uni- 
versities were  to  be  confidered  in  a  more 
important  view,  as  foundations  protected  by 
the  legiflature,  and  refponfible  to  the  pub- 
lic for  the  difcharge  of  a  mod  facred  trull, 
the  education  of  the  youth  defined  to  oc- 
cupy the  firft.  departments  in  every  profe Tion 
in  the  ftate,  can  we  wonder  at  his  zeal  and 
perfeverance  in  a  caufe  fo  eflential  to  this 
great  purpofe,  and  fo  requiiite  in  a  place 
where  iiatefmen,  patriots,  citizens,  are 
formed  ? 

With  this  juft  and  enlarged  idea  ©f  the 
importance  of  education,  every  member  of 
the  community  is  greatly  indebted  to  him 
for  his  unparalleled  exertions  to  fecure 
the  native  virtue,  and  to  improve  the  ufeful 
knowledge  of  future  generations. 

The  hi  (lory  of  his  labours  and  efforts  for 
the  reformation  of  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, by  the  eftablifhing  of  annual  exa- 
minations, would,  of  itfelf,  form  no  in- 
confiderable  work,  if  given  in  detail,  and 
would  be  mofl  worthy  of  being  preferved. 

He 
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He  has  in  part  performed  this  tafk  in  his 
"  Remarks"  on  the  fubject ;  but  the  difpute 
continued  fome  time,  after  the  publication 
of  the  laft  edition  of  that  tract,  and  confe- 
quently  the  account  falls  fhort  of  the  final 
iffue  of  this  important  bufinefs. 

In  the  attempt  to  delineate  an  epitome  of 
thefe  proceedings,  we  muft  take  them  up 
from  their  commencement,  in  which  we 
cannot  but  obferve  the  modeft  and  humble 
offer  of  his  fervices ;  and  we  fhall  find  the 
conclufion  marked  with  perfect  indifference 
to  the  lofs  of  that  credit,  which  was  due 
to  his  plan,  exertion,  and  perfeverance, 
provided  the  meafure  was  eftablifhed,  which 
he  considered  as  the  falvation  of  the  univer- 
fity,  and,  in  the  end,  one  of  the  means  of 
faving  his  country. 

It  is  very  poffible  that  fome  perfons  may 
thick  that  there  is  preferved,  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes, a  needlefs  repetition  of  the  feveral 
fchemes  of  academical  reformation.  But 
let  it  be  obferved,  once  for  all,  that  the  va- 
riety of  opinions  entertained  on  the  feveral 
propofitions,  and  fometimes  on  the  different 
parts   of  the   fame   proportion,    fuggefted 
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many  variations  in  the  propofals,  which 
were  not  unimportant;  and  thefe  were  no 
way  to  be  explained  more  concifely,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  fo  clearly,  as  by  exhibiting, 
in  its  proper  place,  the  fpecific  propofal  as 
tendered  to  the  univerfity. 

Dr.  Cooke  entered  on  his  viee-chancel- 
lorilnp,  on  November  4th,  1772,  and  in 
his  fpeech  upon  that  occasion,  "  treated  in 
general  of  the  extent  and  importance  of  aca- 
demical education,  and  of  the  care  and  at- 
tention neceifary  in  thofe  who  mould  con- 
duel:  it,  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  good  fenfe, 
as  induced  Mr.  Jebb  to  hope,  that  the  fa- 
vourable moment  was  arrived,  for  the  in- 
tsoduction  of  his  long  projected  inflitution*. 

In  this  perfuafion,  he  communicated  to 
the  vice-chancellor,  on  the  21ft  of  that 
month,  his  plan  of  improvement :  but,  af- 
ter many  fruitlefs  delays,  he  found  him  in- 
difpofed  to  combat  the  difficulties,  which 
might  poffibly  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  fuch 
an  enterprize. 

After  a  fufpeniion  of  all  meamres,  on  his 
part,  for   four    months,    in   deference   and 

compliment 
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(      48    ) 

compliment  to  the  vice-chancellor,  he  re- 
folved  to  give  his  plan  to  the  public,  and 
to  try  its  fuccefs  in  the  fenate.  He  pub- 
limed  his  Remarks  on  the  6th  of  April,  a 
fecond  edition  on  the  16th,  and  a  poftfeript 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  the  fame  month.. 

On  the  8  th  of  May,  Mr.  Jebb  offered  his 
firft  grace  for  an  annual  examination,  which 
was  rejected  in  the  caput  without  any  reafon 
being  afilgned  for  fuch  rejection.  On  the 
1 2th  of  the  fame  month,  he  offered  his  fe- 
cond grace,  and,  immediately,  on  the  fame 
day,  a  third,  and  a  fourth  grace  to  the 
fame  effect;  but  all  of  them  were  rejected, 
At  the  offering  of  the  third  grace,  Dr.  Powell, 
mafter  of  St.  John's  college,  and  then  a 
member  of  the  caput,  was  inclined  to  move 
a  grace  to  prevent  Mr.  Jebb  from  offering 
any  other  graces,  and  even  would  have  un- 
dertaken for  its  fuccefs  j  but,  as  Mr.  Jebb 
expreffed  himfelf  in  a  private  letter,  dated 
the  next  day,  "  this  was  fuch  an  outrage, 
that  the  moft  furious  oppofers  of  my  motion 
declared  againfc  it.  Yefterday  morning,  fays 
he,  at  a  meeting  of  the  heads,  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  I  mould  be  cenfured    for    publicly 
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denying  the  paramount  authority  of  the  head 
above  the  fenate.  Dr.  Law  flood  refolutely 
my  friend,  as  I  have  been  told  by  the 
Queen's  men,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to 
him.  The  majority  of  the  univerfity  were, 
a  week  ago,  in  favour  of  my  fcheme ;  but 
acts  of  defpotifm  debafe  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  are  inthralled,  and  no  fooner  did  many 
fee  that  the  higher  powers  were  againft  me, 
than  they  alfo  revolted,  and  fought  to  juftify 
by  argument,  the  illiberal  behaviour  of  their 
feniors.  Several  johnians  were  for  me, 
though  their  mafler  was  againit  me  fo  bit- 
terly. Dr.  Watfon,  and  many  men  of  Tri- 
nity, were  itrenuoufly  my  friends.  I  infilled 
that  the  que  ft  ion  was  the  proper  concern  of 
the  fenate;  and  that  after  I  had  brought  it 
to  a  general  vote,  I  had  no  further  defire  : 
that  whether  they  accepted  or  rejected 
die  plan  of  annual  examinations,  I  would 
trouble  them  no  more ;  but  that  'till  I  had 
got  a  grace  through  the  caput,  I  mould 
think   it  my  duty  to  perfevere." 

Every  opporition  was   continued  to  Mr. 

Jebb.     His  own  account,  in  a  private  letter, 

dated  the  22d  of  June,   1773,  will  convey 
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"  I  have  been  very  ill  ufed,  fays  he,    by  the 
vice-chancellor,  who   did  every  thing,  but 
refufe  mean  M  imprimatur"  to  the  third  edi- 
tion of  my  '  Remarks:'  but  I  carried  my  point, 
at  laft,  after  three  days  work.     Dr.  Powell 
was  to  be  confulted,  and   I  was  obliged  to 
Urike  out  fome  parts,  before  I  was  permitted 
to  ufe  my  privilege  of  the  univerfity  prefs. 
I  told  them,  that  the  heads  gave  countenance 
to  libels  written  againft  me,   but  I  recorded 
only  fads  j  and  if  they  were  libels,  the  actors 
in  them  were  alone  accountable.  I  told  them 
that  I  would  flay  at  Cambridge  all  the  va- 
cation, rather  than  fail  -,   that  I  would  de- 
fcribe  their  conduct   to  the  public,  if  they 
refufed  me.     When  you  fee  the  gentle  man- 
ner in  which  I  have  fpoken  of  them,  you 
will  be  amazed  at  their  tyranny.     The  paf- 
fages  expunged  were  fads,  and  not  of  half 
that  confequencc  with  thofe  which  they  per- 
mitted to  ftand." 

After  this  treatment  at  Cambridge,  Mr. 
Jebb  retired  to  Bungay,  the  25th  of  June, 
and  continued  there  till  October;  where  he 
ftudied  french  and  italian,  and  proceeded  in 
a  plan  of  fome  political  or  conftitutional 
lectures. 

No 
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No  fooner  had  Mr.  Jebb  left  Cambridge, 
than  the  vice-chancellor  propofed  a  grace,  on 
the  5th  of  July,  which  paffed  the  caput,  and 
both  houfes,  without  one  dhTenting  voice; 
and  which  appointed  a  committee,  confirming 
of  thirty-fix  members,  to  deliberate  and  re- 
port their  opinion  upon  the  queftion  of  exa- 
minations. In  this  ftate  of  the  bufinefs,  all 
promifed  fair.  But,  in  order  to  defeat  any 
probable  good  erTecl:  from  this  meafure,  the 
committee  were  prematurely  called  together 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  the  following  October,  before 
the  divifion  of  the  term,  and  when  only 
twenty-three  of  their  number  could  be  pre- 
fent.  The  confequences  were  forefeen,  and 
the  meafure  was  expedited  accordingly. 
Fourteen  were  againft,  and  nine  for  it. 
Whereas,  had  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
been  deferred,  till  after  the  divifion  of  the 
term,  and  the  abfentees  had  been  returned  to 
the  univerfity,  it  was  well  known  that  a 
contrary  determination  would  have  taken 
place. 

The  fummer  recefs  was  fruitful  in  many 
important  events  to  Mr.  Jebb,  of  a  different 
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kind ;  and  fome  of  thefe  I  wifh  to  mention,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
occurred,  that  my  reader  may  obferve  his  va- 
rious occupations,  and  the  great  confequences 
which  were  involved  in  their  iffue ;  and 
thereby  be  better  able  to  contemplate  the 
anxieties  of  his  mind. 

In  Auguft,  1773,  Mr.  Jebb  fir  ft  commu- 
nicated to  a  few  felecl  friends,  his  intention 
to  refign  his  preferments  in  the  efrabliihed 
church  :  nor  was  fuch  resignation  delayed, 
but  on  account  of  reafons,  which  were  both 
diiintereiied  and  powerful.  His  mind,  how- 
ever, at  this  time,  fuffered  much'difquie- 
tude,  while  ftruggling  under  the  demands 
of  duty,  and  the  obligations  of  perfonal  at- 
tachments, which  he  had  (o  ingenuoufly 
exprefled  more  than  a  year  before  this  time. 
'*  I  own,"  fays  he,  (under  the  iignature  of 
Collatinus,  to  an  anonymous  correipondent) 
"  I  find  the  fenfations  of  conjugal  and  pa- 
ternal love,  oppofed  to  the  fenfe  of  duty, 
and,  therefore,  feel  alio  for  myfelf.*-  If  the 
refuter  likes  this  concefiion,  let  him  enjoy  it; 

but 
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but  he  will  triumph  at  the  expenfe  of  his 
humanity.  * 

While  under  this  embarraffrnent,  and  fome 
months  before  he  executed  his  purpofe  of 
refigning  his  preferment,  he  finally  refolved 
never  to  read  again  the  public  fervice  of  the 
church,  although,  while  he  continued  in 
its  communion,  he  occafionally  preached  in 
it. 

In  a  letter  dated  from  Bungay,  the  19th 
of  October,  1  find  a  familiar  detail  of  fo  lin- 
gular an  incident,  that  I  will  cite  it,  as  well 
for  its  originality,  as  to  diverfify  the  events 
of  our  narrative.  Previoufly  obferving,  by 
the  way,  that  Dr.  Goodall,  archdeacon  of 
Suffolk,  held  his  ufual  visitation  of  .a  few 
pari  (lies  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  which 
were  under  a  jurifdiclion,  fliled,  "  the  ge- 
nerals," in  Mr.  Jebb's  parim-church  of 
Flixton,  on  September  the  25th,  this  year. 
This  meeting  v/as  attended  by  Dr.  Gooch, 
Meflrs.  Smith,  Ray,  Stockdale,  Reeve,  and 
Paddon,  from  among  the  neighbouring 
clergy.     On  this  occaiion,    fays  Mr.  Jebb, 

E  3  in 

*  See  vol.  iii.   p.  33. 
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in  the  foregoing  letter,  "  the  archdeacon 
appointed  prayers  to  be  read  in  my  church  ; 
I  appointed  myfelf  preacher,  and  gave  a  dif- 
courfe  upon  fubfeription.  The  archdeacon 
was  greatly  enraged,  although  a  Wollafto- 
nian;  and  publicly  rebuked  me  before  the 
clergy  at  the  public  houfe  where  we  met : 
much  altercation  enfued,  yet,  I  truft,  I 
kept  my  temper.  I  told  him,  I  had  a  right 
to  preach  every  day  in  the  week,  if  I  thought 
proper;  he  was  at  liberty  to  retire,  if  he 
difliked  my  doctrine ;  he  talked  of  autho- 
rity, complaining  to  the  diocefan,  &c.  but, 
I  refolutely  told  him,  I  ihould  have  ufed 
the  fame  language  to  the  bifhop,  had  I  met 
with  equal  provocation.  At  laft,  he  thought 
it  beft  to  hold  his  tongue,  and  be  quiet. 
Much  more  was  faid,  but  this  was  the  fub- 
ftance.  For  fome  days,  I  expected  a  fum- 
mons  to  Norwich,  but  have  heard  no  more 
of  it.  I  acted  thus,  with  a  view  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Norwich  clergy  to  our 
caufe,  and  have  in  part  fucceeded." 

The  fubject  of  Mr.  Jebb's  difcourfe  was 
taken  from  Matthew  v.  16.  "  Let  your 
light  fo  mine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee 

your 
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your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  father 
which  is  in  heaven."  The  fermon  was  the 
fame  that  was  preached  before  the  uni- 
versity on  the  28th  of  the  preceding  March  j 
concerning  which  I  have  feen  it  written, 
that  it  '•  was  fpoken  coolly,  though  dictated 
by  the  heart,  but  that  the  paflion  of  the  ad- 
verfary  was  very  vifible."  At  this  time,  it  may 
well  claim  the  attention  of  the  candid  reader; 
and  though  it  may  be  barely  pomble,  that 
it  may  not  meet  his  approbation,  I  truft  it 
will  not  excite  his  indignation.  * 

Soon  after  Mr.  Jebb's  return  to  Cam- 
bridge for  the  winter,  he  publiihed  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  narrative  of  academical 
proceedings,  Sec.  with  obfervations  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  fenate  on  the  5th  of  July  ;  whofe  labours 
and  defigns  had  been  defeated  by  the  vice- 
chancellor's  precipitating  their  report,  and 
taking  the  fenfe  of  the  committee  while  only 
twenty- three  members  of  that  body,  (which 
confirmed  of  thirty- fix)  were  in  the  univer- 

E  4  fity. 

*  See  vol.  ii.   p.   51— 67,   and  the  reference  at  the 
conclufion. 
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fity.  The  new  matter  contained  in  this 
"  Continuation,"  though  feparately  publifh- 
ed,  is,  in  thefe  volumes,  placed  in  a  note 
to  the  "  Remarks,"  where  the  fubj eel- mat- 
ter immediately  connects  it.  * 

The  ftate  of  the  univerfity,  at  this  time, 
and  the  extent  of  the  boafted  uniformity  fe- 
cured  by  the  prefent  fyilem,  will  appear 
from  two  private  letters,  which  itated  a 
fhort  account  of  two  fermons,  much  no- 
ticed at  the  time,  and  preached  in  the  uni- 
verfity  church. 

The  nrft  of  thefe  letters  is  dated,  Cam- 
bridge, November  the  ioth,  1773,  wherein 
he  fays,  "  the  biihop  of  Carlifle  preached  a 
noble  fermon  on  November  the  5th,  in 
which  he  ihewed,  that  the  fpirit  of  popery 
was  not  peculiar  to  popifti  countries;  that 
fpiritual  tyranny  confuted  in  impofing  other 
articles,  as  terms  of  communion,  than  what 
Chrift  had  given  ;  that  religious  liberty  was 
too  valuable  a  right  to  be  complimented 
away;  and  that  every  effort  to  opprefs  con- 
fcience  mould  be  oppofed.  In  [hort,  no  peti- 
tioner would  have  wiihed  him  to  fay  more." 

But, 

*  Vol.  ii,  p.  327—332* 
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But,  in  the  other  letter,  of  no  more  diftant 
date  than  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  we 
have  an  account  of  the  exertions  of  zeal, 
and  the  meafure  of  prudence,  (hewn,  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants,  by  Mr.  Wilgrefs, 
one  of  the  proctors,  who  "  preached  on  fun- 
day,  (on  Jude  ver.  3,)  a  moll:  papiftical  fer- 
mon ;  he  fhewed  that  there  was  an  abfolute 
neceftity  for  an  uniform  profeffion  of  faith; 
and  talked  of  that  faith  being  the  true  one, 
which  had  ubiquity,  univerfality,  antiquity 
on  its  lide,  and  was  confirmed  by  general 
councils.      He  attacked   the  latitudinarians 

m 

vehemently,  and  maintained  that  the  liberty 
of  private  opinions  rent  the  church  of  ChriM, 
and  made  as  many  creeds  as  perfons.  He 
mewed  us  that  the  trinity  was  contained  in 
the  '  bowels'  *  of  St.  Paul's  affertion,  '  if 
thou  wilt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  malt  believe  in  thine  heart,  that 
God  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead,thou  malt 
be  faved.'  The  young  men  were  offended 
at  him  for  his  behaviour  as  proctor,  and 
therefore  scraped  him.  When  the  fermon 

was 

*  This  expreflion  is  alluded  to  in  the  mifcellaneous 
papers,  vol,  iii,   p,  150, 
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was  over,  the  vice-chancellor,  called  to  the 
proctors,  to  take  the  names  of  all  the  gentle- 
men in  one  of  the  galleries.  On  this,  there 
was  a  general  hifs,  and  many  rufhed  out  be- 
fore the  door  could  be  fecured.  At  length, 
the  bifhop  of  Peterborough,  the  two  proc- 
tors, and  the  vice-chancellor,  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  ftair-cafe.  The  young  men 
made  a  pufh,  and  broke  the  door  off  its 
hinges,  and  multitudes  efcaped.  The  names 
of  the  reft  were  taken,  and  a  meeting  of  the 
heads  followed ;  but,  as  all  were  guilty,  all 
efcaped  unpunifhed.  Such  indecency  was 
never  feen,  and  they  will  have  riots  upon 
riots,  unlefs  fome  fcheme  is  thought  of  to 
employ  the  active  fpirits  of  young  men." 

On  December  the  14th,  1773,  Mr.  Jebb 
again  called  the  attention  of  the  univerfity 
(Dr.  Caryl  being  vice-chancellor)  to  another 
grace,  which,  after  fome  deliberation,  palled 
the  caput,  and  was  read  the  firft  time  in 
both  houfes ;  but  was  rejected  the  next  day, 
in  the  non-regent  houfe.  Non-placets  67, 
placets  38.  The  defign  of  this  grace  was 
to  refcind  the  report  of  the  committee  irre- 
gularly 
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gularly  convened  on  the  21ft  of  October, 
when  thirteen  of  their  number  were  abfent. 
But  as  fuch  revival  of  the  committee,  went 
to  the  criminating  Dr.  Cooke,  the  late  vice- 
chancellor,  fuccefs  was  not  to  be  expected 
in  the  then  flate  of  influence  in  the  univer- 
fity. 

In  the  opening  of  the  year  1774,  Mr. 
Jebb  relumed  the  bufinefs  of  academical 
reformation,  with  a  fpirit  unfubdued  by  dif- 
appointment  and  ill  ufage.  For,  on  the 
1 6th  of  February,  he  propofed  a  grace, 
which  paffed  both  houfes  the  next  day,  con- 
firming another  fyndicate  for  the  purpofe  of 
deliberating  on  the  proper  rneafures  of  re- 
form to.  be  introduced  into  the  univerfity; 
but  taking  care,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
concurrence  of  the  majority  of  the  whole 
number  mould  be  neceffary  to  their  report, 
previoufly  to  its  being  offered  to  the  fuffrage 
of  the  fenate.  The  fyndicate  (as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes)  was  nominated  by  himfelf ; 
and  although  he  was  forced  to  compliance 
in  a  few  instances,  the  greater  number  were 
men,  as  he  faid  in  a  private  letter,  "  who'had 

integrity, 
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integrity,   learning,   and   ability,    and  were 
well  difpofed  to  the  good  work.  *" 

The  grace  is  preferved  in  a  note  below,  -f* 

In 

*  Letter  to  a  friend,  elated  February  the  2  J  ft,  1774, 
from  whence  alfo,  with  great  pleafure,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing extract ;  "  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  preached  an  admir- 
able fermon  yeflerday,  at  St.  Mary's,  on,  c  fearch  the 
fcriptures.'  One  of  the  points  difcufTed,  was,  the  de- 
parture of  chriftians,  in  every  country,  from  the  practice 
of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  with  refpect  to  the  object  of 
divine  worfhip  ;  and,  in  the  eonclufion,  he  told  us,  to 
beware  left  we  be  found  the  children  of  thole,  '  whofe 
faith  was  credulity  ;  their  worfhip,  idolatry  j  and  their 
charity,  perfecution.' 

f  Cum  plurimis  in  ore  fit  literas  humaniores,  atque 
ipfa  mathefeos  et  philofophiae  naturalis  elementa  pene 
inculta  jacere,  juvenum  animis  vel  focordia  torpentibus, 
vel  in  qusecunque  recondita,  qusecunque  fublimia,  im- 
petu  quodam  fervido  ruentibus  ; 

Placeat  vobis,  ut  Dominus  procancellarius,  Dr. 
Cooke,  Dr.  Plumptre  collegii  rcginalis,  Dr.  Barnardit'- 
ton,  Dr.  Watfon,  Dr.  Hallifax,  Dr.  Waring,  Mr. 
Beadon,  Mr.  Collier,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Wilgrefs, 
Mr.  Dealtary,  Mr.  Longmire,  Mr.  Joannes  Key,  Mr. 
Farmer,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Gardnar,  Mr.  Paley,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Arnald,  et  Mr.  Pearce,  fint  fyndici  veftri, 
qui  convocante  domino  procanccllario  conveniant,  col- 
latifque  inter  fe  confiliis  delibeient  et  dijudicent,  quo- 
narn  potiflimum  modo  hifce  malis  ingravefcentibus  nobis 

obviam 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  fyndics  proceeding 
in  their  bufinefs,  many  difficulties  were 
thrown  in  their  way ;  but  they  were  fur- 
mounted  by  the  better  difpolition  to  re- 
formation, which  pervaded  that  refpect- 
able  body.  Mr.  Jebb's  account  of  their 
proceedings,  in  another  letter  to  a  friend, 
dated  March  the  16th,  will  not  be  uninter- 
efting  to  thofe,  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  univerlity  of  Cambridge.  "  The  fyndi- 
cate,"  fays  he,  "  have  met  twice.  The 
vice-chancellor  (Dr.  Caryl)  gives  general 
fatisfaction  by  his  very  candid  behaviour, 
and  able  manner  of  doing  bufinefs.  The 
duke  of  Grafton  has  recommended  it  to  the 
fyndicate,  to  take  into  their  confideration, 
the  cafe  of  the  fellow- commoners  and  no- 
blemen ;  they  have  done  fo,  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, have  pafTed  fome  very  good  refolu- 

tions, 

obviam  fit  eundum  ;  et  ut  eorundem  placitum  in  fcripta 
digeftum,  majoris  partis  totius  numeri  fyndicorum  no- 
minibus  fubfcriptis,  ante  diem  decimam  fextam  Aprilis 
proxime  infequentis  in  fenaculo  veftro  publicetur  :  ita 
tamen  ut  quicquid  iis  vifum  fuerit  minime  ftatuti  vim 
hsbeat,  nifi  pcftea  vellris  iuffrag'iis  comprobetur. 

Left.  16.    )p, 
C<5Acefs.i7.lFeb'*774. 
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tions,  as  the  materials  and  ground-work  of 
their  plan.  They  were  three  hours  engaged 
in  bufinefs  on  monday;  they  meet  again  to- 
morrow. You  cannot  imagine  how  greatly, 
certain  fpirits  are  alarmed  with  the  difpo- 
fition  there  appears,  to  do  fomething  effec- 
tual. Dr.  Powell,  and  the  Emmanuel  men, 
and  Dr.  Hallifax,  labour  to  fpoil,  what  the 
friends  of  literature  and  good  morals,  are 
meditating  to  eftablifri.  I  truft  their  power 
to  do  harm,  will  be  reftrained  by  the  gene- 
ral wi(hes  of  the  univerfity,  to  provide 
againft  thofe  early  habits  of  diffipation, 
which  are  formed  through  the  want  of  pro- 
per objects  for  employment.  I  endeavour 
to  keep  out  of  fight  as  much  as  I  can,  as  I 
find  my  preience  occafions  jealoufies,  and 
heart-burnings ;  and,  for  every  reafon,  I  am 
defirous  that  the  work  may  appear  to  be 
done  by  others,  as  I  fee  that  whatever  I 
propofe,  would  be  objected  to.  Indeed,  the 
fyndics  are,  in  general,  men  of  that  charac- 
ter, that  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  determine 
for  the  beft :  I  am  only  afraid,  that  the  cla- 
mours of  the  difcontented,  may  intimidate 
them.     The  vice-chancellor  appears  to  be  a 

very 
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very  able  and  refolute  man ;  and  will,  I 
hope,  receive  that  honour  which  is  due  to 
him." 

In  a  letter  addrefTed  to  another  perfon,  on 
the  following  day,  (March  17th,  1774)  in 
addition  to  a  fimilar  account  with  the  fore- 
going, he  added,  "  Dr.  Hallifax  talks  of 
propofing  an  inlidious  grace,  which  it  is 
thought  will  embroil  matters.  The  fyndi- 
cate  refolved,  that  they  had  power  from  the 
grace,  to  enter  upon  the  fubjecl:  the  duke 
recommended,  and  have  nearly  completed 
their  work  -,  but  he  propofed  to  hazard  the 
whole  by  offering  a  grace  to  confirm  their 
powers,  which  may  poffibly  be  thrown 
out." 

On  the  28  th  of  March,  1774,  the  fyndics 
finally  clofed,  and  figned  the  nineteen  refo- 
lutions  which  they  had  come  to,  as  proper 
to  be  fubmitted  to  the  fenate  for  their  ap- 
probation, agreeably  to  their  appointment 
by  the  grace  which  palled  both  houfes  on 
the  17th  of  February.  "  No  words,"  fays 
my  friend,  in  a  letter  dated  March  30,  "  can 
do  juftice  to  the  vice-chancellor  and  his  af- 
fociates,  i.  e.  the  major  part  of  them :  for 

Hallifax 
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Kallifax  and  Farmer,  did  all  in  their  power 
to  obftruct  and  diftrefs  their  brethren.  The 
vice-chancellor's  heart  is  in  the  caufe.  Far- 
mer declares  it  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  uni- 
verfity,  and  (hake  the  foundations  of  the 
conftitution  both  in  church  and  flate.  We 
hope  fome  time  will  be  allowed,  before  the 
day  of  voting.  Longmire,  Lambert,  Col- 
lier, Hey,  Beadon,  are  ftrenuous  in  their 
fupport.  You  cannot  imagine  the  vehe- 
mency  of  Dr.  Powell,  and  Mr.  Whiflbn. 
Yet,  I  trufl,  the  caufe  of  literature  will  tri- 
umph. I  (hall  leave  to  the  worthy  fyndicate 
the  proper  method  of  conducting  matters  to 
their  completion." 

Mr.  Jebb  was,  it  feems,  too  fanguine  in 
his  expectations,  though  he  was  fupported 
by  reafon,  found  policy,  and  refpe&able 
names.  Thefe  refolutions  were  read  in  con- 
vocation, April  i,  and  voted  in  the  fenate, 
on  the  1 9th  of  the  fame  month ;  and,  to  the 
real  aftonifhment  of  both  fides,  were  re- 
jected. But  the  majority  had  no  great  caufe 
to  boafc  in  the  fuperiority  of  their  numbers. 
The  refolutions  were  divided  into  three  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  clafTes,  and  voted  for,  agreeably   to 
that  divifion,  in  the  non-regent  houfe. 
For  the  firft  fix  refolutions  there  were, 

Placets  43. — Non-placets  47. 
For  the  feventh  and  eleventh  incluiive, 

Placets  41. — Non-placets  48. 
For  the  twelfth  and  nineteenth  inclufive, 
Placets  38. — Non-placets  49.* 

Mr. 

*  It  is  apprehended  that  the  prefervation  of  thefe  re- 
folutions, may,  in  the  contingent  events  of  this  country, 
be  of  fervice  to  literature  and  morals.  They  are,  there- 
fore, re-printed  here,  from  a  copy  on  a  fingle  fheet. 

*c  The  fyndics  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  the  grace, 
which  palled  the  two  houfes  on  the  17th  of  February 
laft,  have  come  to  the  following  refolutions,  which 
they  now  offer  to  the  fenate  for  their  approbation. 

1.  That  fuch  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  as 
(hall  be  admitted  on  or  after  the  firft  monday  in  May 
1774,  be  fubjected  to  public  examinations  in  the  fenate- 
houfe. 

2.  That  fuch  examinations  be  annually  held  on  the 
firfl  monday,  tuefday,  and  wednefuay  in  May,  from 
nine  o'clock  to  twelve  in  the  mornings j  and  from  three 
to  fix  in  the  afternoons  of  the  monday  and  tuefday  j  and 
that  the  firft  examination  be  in  May  1775. 

3.  That  every  nobleman  and  fellow-commoner,  at 
the  firft  examination,  which  ib all  be  held  after  his  ad- 

million, 

MEM,  F 
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Mr.  Jebb  wrote  to  a  particular  friend,  in 
reference  to  the  above  bufinefs,  on  the  23d 
of  that  month,  as  follows,  "  The  ftruggle 

was 

miflion,  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek  languages, 
ancient  hidory,  compofition,  and  algebra. 

4.  That  every  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner  at  the 
fecond  examination,  which  fhall  be  held  after  his  ad- 
mifiion,  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek  languages, 
ancient  hiftory,  compofition,  the  elements  of  geometry, 
Locke's  EfTay  on  the  human  underftanding,  and  natural 
philofophy. 

5.  That  every  nobleman  and  fellow-commoner  at  the 
third  examination,  which  fhall  be  held  after  his  admif- 
fion,  be  examined  in  natural  philofophy,  natural  law, 
and  modern  hiftory. 

6.  That  perfons  changing  their  order  to  become  fel- 
low commoners  be,  in  the  examinations,  clafTed  with 
fuch  as  are  of  the  fame  Handing  with  themfelves  by  ad- 
million. 

7.  That  feven  examiners,  members  of  the  fenate,  or 
bachelors  of  law  or  phyfic,  be  annually  appointed  from 
the  feveral  colleges,  in  the  order  of  the  cycle  of  oppo- 
nents in  divinity  :  except  that  Trinity-hall  be  added  to 
King's  college,  and  that  the  mode  of  appointing  its  own 
examiners   be  left  to  each  college. 

8.  That  King's  college  fhall  appoint  an  examiner 
each  of  the  firft  two  years,  and  Trinity-hall  the  third 
year,  and  fo  always.  That  where  three  colleges  are  laid 
together  to  provide  one  examiner,  they  have  the  appoint- 
ment according  to  feniority  of  foundation.  And  that 
the  kven  examiners,  fo  appointed,  be  prefented  to  the 

vice- 
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was  vehement,  but  it  was  refolved,  it  feems, 
that  I  was  to  have  no  (hare  in  the  eftablidi- 
ment  of  any  improvement ;  and  this,   I  am 

F  2  told, 

vice-chancellor  on  or  before  the  16th  day  of  December 
every  year. 

g.  That  in  the  firft  examination  in  1775,  all  the 
feven  examiners  examine  fuch  noblemen  and  fellow- 
commoners  as  fhall  then  attend  to  be  examined.  That 
in  the  fecond  examination,  four  of  the  feven  examine 
the  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners  of  the  junior  year, 
and  three  thofe  of  the  fenior  year.  Ti  a:  in  the  third 
examination,  three  of  the  feven  examine  the  noblemen 
and  fellow-commoners  of  the  junior  year,  two  thofe  of 
the  middle  year,  and  the  other  two  thofe  of  the  fenior 
year  :  and  fo  always. 

10.  That  any  nobleman  or  fellow  commoner,  hav- 
ing been  refident,  who  fhall  abfent  himfelf  from  any 
examination,  without  fufficient  reafon,  be  forthwith 
expelled  from  the  univerfity.  That  a  reafon,  certified 
to  the  vice-chancellor  by  the  mailer  or  locum-tenens  of 
his  college,  and  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the  vice- 
chancellor  and  heads  then  refident,  be  deemed  fufficient 
to  excufe  anyone's  abfence  from  a  whole  examination. 
And,  that  a  reafon,  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the 
feven  examiners  be  deemed  fufficient  to  excufe  any  one's 
abfence  from  any  part  of  an  examination. 

11.  That  the  examiners  declare  which  of  the  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners  appear  to  be  upon  the  whole 
the  beft  fchoiars,  not  diftinguifhing  more  than  a  third 
part  of  each  year,  and  placing  the  perfons  fo  diftinguilhed 
according  to  their  refpe&ive  order  of  merit,  in  a  writ* 

ing 
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told,  from  pcrfons  of  confequence  here,  was 
one  main   reafon  of  their  rejection.     It   is 
probable  you  foon  will  hear  of  another  pro- 
posal 

ing  to  be  delivered  to  the  vice-chancellor,  and  fubfcrib- 
ed  by  two  of  the  examiners  for  each  year,  or  a  majority 
of  the  whole  feven.  That  fuch  declaration  be  pub- 
limed  by  the  vice-chancellor  to  the  fenate  at  the  next 
following  congregation,  and  copies  thereof  tranfmitted 
by  him  to  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  and  fent  to 
each  college. 

12.  That  all  penfioners  and  fizars,  who  have  been 
admitted  fince  the  friday  next  after  the  commencement 
in  the  year  1772,  or  fhall  be  hereafter  admitted,  be  fub- 
jecled  to  one  public  examination,  before  they  fhall  be 
of  ftanding  to  be  examined  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
arts. 

13.  That  fuch  examination  be  held  on  the  monday, 
tuefday,  and  wednefday  next  after  the  fecond  tripos  in 
their  junior  foph's  year.  That  the  firft  examination  be 
in  the  year  1775.  And  that  any  penfioner  or  fizar,  not 
coming  to  refide  with  thofe  of  the  year  in  which  he  fhall 
be  admitted,  be  examined  with  thofe  of  the  year  in  which 
he  fhall  come  to  refide. 

14.  That  fuch  examination  be  in  the  latin  and  greek 
languages,  ancient  hiftory,  compofition,  and  the  ele- 
ments of  geometry,  algebra,   and  logic. 

15.  That  the  examination  of  penfioners  and  fizars  be 
in  the  fame  place,  during  the  fame  hours  of  the  day, 
and  under  the  fame  penalty  for  abfence,  with  allowance 
of  the  fame  mode  of  excufe.  That  the  examiners  be 
the  fame.     That  they  declare  which  appear  to  be  upon 

the 
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pofal  from  a  different  quarter.     I  wifh  re- 
formation,  and  mall,  therefore,  not  oppofe 

F  3  any 

the  whole  the  beft  fcholars,  in  the  fame  proportion,  and 
with  the  like  diftin<5tion.     And  that  fuch  declaration  be 
publifhed  to  the  fenate,  and  notified  to  each  college,  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  has  been  already  directed  in  the 
cafe  of  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners. 

16.  That  each  of  the  feven  examiners  receive  a  gra- 
tuity of  ten  guineas,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  univerfity 
cheft.  And  that  every  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner, 
who  fhall  be  admitted  after  the  30th  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  1774,  pay  at  his  admiffion,  two  guineas;  and 
every  penfioner  who  fhall  be  admitted  after  the  farrie 
30th  day  of  April,  pay  at  his  admiflion,  half  a  guinea, 
towards  replacing  in  the  cheft  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be 
thence  fo  iflued. 

17.  That  the  monies  fo  charged  at  the  admifiions  of 
noblemen,  fellow-commoners,  and  penfioners,  be  ac- 
counted for  to  the  vice-chancellor  on  the  faturdays  next 
before  the  days  of  examination  by  their  refpeclive  tutors, 
who  fhall,  at  the  fame  times,  deliver  lifts  of  fuch  of  their 
pupils,  as  are  to  be  examined,  with  the  dates  of  their 
admiffions. 

18.  That  befide  the  feven  appointed  examiners,  any 
member  of  the  fenate  be  at  liberty  to  examine. 

19.  That  it  would  be  an  improvement  of  the  examina- 
tion for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  if  the  moderators 
were  firft  to  determine,  which  are  the  twelve  beft  fcho- 
lars upon  the  whole  in  the  other  fubjecls  of  examination, 
before  they  proceed  to  examine  in  the  higher  parts  of 
mathematics. 

In  witnefs  whereof  they  have  hereunto  fet  their  hands3 
this  28th  day  of  March,  1774.'* 
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any  falutary  meafure,  from  mean  and  felfifli 
motives.  I  will  fupport  regulations,  though 
Hallifax  himfelf  propofe  them  j  and  try  to 
fet  my  adverfaries,  the  example  of  a  more 
candid  fpirit."  And,  to  the  fame  effect  alfo, 
he  wrote  to  another  friend  on  the  following 
day,  in  which  letter  he  fays,  "  It  is  now, 
in  a  manner,  conferled,  that  the  late  graces 
were  loft,  becaufe  Dr.  Hallifax  and  the  dean 
ofElv,  (Dr.  Thomas,)  had  objections  to  the 
perfon  who  moved  the  queftion  -,  but  that  if 
the  meafure  is  again  propofed,  by  perfons 
in  authority,  the  bulinefs  will  be  done.  I 
willi  too  well  to  the  univerftty  and  to  litera- 
ture, to  hurt  fo  important  a  queftion  by  any 
defire  to  have  the  glory  of  carrying  it.  Let 
a  motion  come  from  what  quarter  it  will, 
I  will  fupport  it,  with  all  my  power ;  and 
leave  to  my  adverfaries  the  fhame  of  obftruct- 
ing  the  eftabli  foment  of  regulations  fo  much 
wanted,  becaufe  the  agents  were  not  fuchas 
they  approved.  I  will  only  Uy,  that  in  the 
lift  of  voters  for  the  graces,  you  did  not  fee 
a  man  who  was  not,  from  conviction,  with 
us ;  and  that  in  the  lift  of  the  adverfaries, 
more  than  half,  in  the  main  approved,  what 

they 
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they  oppofed  by  their  fuffrage.  I  fpeak  not 
from  prefumption,  we  have  it  from  their 
own  confemon." 

But  fo  little  fenCe  of  fhame  had  fome  men, 
that,  Ifind,  from  good  authority,  that  certain 
of  the  adverfaries  of  annual  examinations, 
talked  of  perpetuating  their  victory  over 
learning  and  morals,  by  ftriking  a  medal,  with 
the  infcription  "  Academia  liberata  Apr,  19, 
1774."  "  So  different,"  writes  our  very  can- 
did author,  "  are  the  views,  in  which  dif- 
ferent perfons  fee  the  fame  thing.  The  duke 
of  Grafton  has  written  a  letter  to  the  vice- 
chancellor,  which  was  communicated  to  the 
fyndicate,  in  which,  he,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  approves  their  conduct." 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  engagements,  added 
to  his  unceafing  labours  as  a  lecturer,  Mr. 
Jebb  was  not  inattentive  to  the  protectant 
queftion  concerning  fubfcription  to  human 
forms  of  religious  faith  and  doctrine,  or  to 
any  thing  which  affected  the  interefts  of  re- 
ligion and  learning.  The  motion  which  was 
made  by  fir  William  Meredith,  on  the  5th  of 
May,  1774,  had  previouily  occupied  much 
of  Mr.  Jebb's    attention,  as  indeed    every 

F  4  movement 
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movement,  either  in  parliament,   or  in  the 
univerfity  fenate,  had  done. 

In  the  month  of  June,  Mr.  Jebb  finally 
left  Bungay,  and  fpent  the  two  following 
ones  with  his  father  at  Egham. 

In  the  continuation  of  our  account  of  the 
fuccellive  efforts,  towards  a  reform  in  the 
fyftem  of  education,  it  muft  be  needlefs  to 
remark  the  judgment  and  wifdom  which  ac- 
companied the  propofitions  of  the  fyndicatc; 
or  the  advances  thefe  good  defigns  were  mak- 
ing  towards  fuccefs ;  and  the  open,  candid, 
and  deliberate  manner,  in  which  Mr.  Jebb 
fuggefted  and  brought  them  forward. 

There  was  published,  on  a  fingle  meet, 
by  fome  unknown  perfon,  '«  a  plan  for 
public  examinations,"  bearing  date,  April 
the  25th,  1774.  This  fcheme  was  writ- 
ten with  good  temper,  and  with  a  good 
defign ;  being  apparently  publifhed  with  a 
view  to  point  out  a  middle  road,  and  there- 
by to  meet,  in  part,  the  defires  and  the  fears 
of  the  friends  and  enemies  of  academical  re- 
formation. At  the  fame  time,  the  propofer 
renounced  any  intention  of  concerning  him- 
felf  any  further  in  its  fupport  3  and  consigned 

it 
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it  to  the  patronage  of  fome  of  the  kte  fyndi- 
cate,  or  to  Dr.  Gordon,  or  to  Mr.  Jehb. 
As  a  child  d  fowned  by  its  parents,  is  feldom 
foftered  by  the  world,  this  plan  was  not 
taken  up  by  any  member  of  the  fenate,  or 
brought  forward  into  that  ftate,  which  would 
require  our  concerning  ourfelves  further  with 
it.  And,  as  it  was  infufficient  for  the  effect- 
ing that  reform,  which  the  ftate  of  difci- 
pline,  and  the  ardour  of  the  friends  of  lite- 
rature and  good  morals  required,  its  peace- 
ful interment,  may  the  lefs  be  regretted. 

Mr.  Jebb  alfo  again  fubmitted  to  the 
university,  before  his  retirement  for  the 
fummer,  another  *'  plan  for  public  exami- 
nations," dated  the  nth  of  May,  1774.  In 
Auguft  he  enlarged  and  printed  the  fame, 
in  a  pamphlet,  under  the  title  of  <e  A 
propofal  for  the  eftablifhment  of  public  ex- 
aminations, in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
with  occasional  remarks."  In  this  ftate  it  is 
preferved  in  the  prefent  volumes.*  It  was 
again  re-printed,  on  a  lingle  meet,  October 
the  J  8  th,  for  the  more  immediate  ufe  of  the 

members 

f  See  vol.  ii.  p.   337 — 370. 
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members  of  the  univerfity.  And  having 
pailed  the  caput  on  the  27th  of  that  month, 
the  proportions  were  once  more  re-printed, 
with  the  alterations  they  had  undergone,  im- 
mediately before  they  were  offered  to  the  ca- 
put, and  in  that  ftate,  in  which  they  were 
fubmitted  to  the  fenate  on  the  next  day. 
This  laft  mentioned  paper  is  preferved  here, 
as  well  becaufe  of  the  approbation  with 
which  it  was  received  by  the  univerfity, 
though  it  failed  to  be  (lamped  with  the  au- 
thority of  a  ftatute,  as  for  the  intrinfic  im- 
portance of  the  proportions  themfelves,  and 
the  vigour  and  confiftency  which  prevail 
through  the  whole  fcherne.*  The  altera- 
tions 

Cambridge,  Oft.  28,  1774. 
*   A  copy  of  the  propofitions,  which  yefterday  patted 
the  caput  in  as   many  diftincl:  graces,  and  will  this  day 
be  fubmitted,   in  regular  fucceflion,   to  the   fuffrages  of 
the  fenate  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

1.  A  public  examination  of  fuch  noblemen  and  fel- 
low-commoners, as  have  been  admitted  fince  the  friday, 
next  after  the  commencement  1774,  or  (hall  be  ad- 
mitted before  or  upon  the  friday,  next  after  the  com- 
mencement 1775,  fhall  beheld  in  the  fenate-houfe,  at 
Jfome  time  in  the  year  1776,  hereafter  to  be  appointed. 

2.  A  public  examination  of  fuch  penfioners  and  fizars, 

as 
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tions  introduced  into  this  plan,  from  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  laft  fyndicate,    chiefly  re- 

fpea 

as  have  been  admitted  fince  the  friday,  next  after  the 
commencement  1774,  or  fhall  be  admitted  before  or 
upon  the  friday,  next  after  the  commencement  1775, 
fhall  be  held  in  the  fenate  -houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year 
1776,  hereafter  to  be  appointed  ;  faving  to  King's  col- 
lege its  ufual  privileges. 

3.  The  examinations,  propofed  in  the  two  foregoing 
regulations,  fhall  be  united,  fo  as  to  conflitute  one  exa- 
mination of  all  the  ftudents  admitted  within  the  periods 
therein  fpeciiied. 

4.  The  examination  propofed  in  the  preceding  ordi- 
nance, fhall  be  held  upon  the  third  monday,  tuefday, 
and  wednefday,  in  November  1776,  from  nine  to  twelve 
in  the  mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  afternoons 
of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

5.  Each  perfon,  attending  the  examination  in  1776, 
fhall  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek  daffies,  and  in 
the  elements  of  geometry,  and  algebra. 

6.  At  the  clofe  of  the  examination  in  1776,  the  ex- 
aminers hereafter  to  be  appointed  (or  the  majority  of 
them)  fhall  declare,  in  a  writing  to  be  delivered  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  which  of  the  perfons,  then  examined, 
appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the  beft  fcholars,  not  dif- 
tinguifhing  more  than  a  third  part,  and  placing  the  per- 
fons fo  diftinguifhed  according  to  their  refpeclive  order 
of  merit.     Copies  alfo  of  fuch  declaration  fhall   be  fent 

to  each  college. 

7.  Each  nobleman  and  fellow-commoner,  admitted 
within  the  period  fpecified  in  the  firft  ordinance,  fhall 

be 
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fpecl  the  connecting  the  examinations  with 
the  fettled  le&ures  of  the  tutors. 

The 

be  fubjecled  to  one  other  public  examination  in  the  fe- 
nate-houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  1777,  hereafter  to 
be  appointed. 

8.  The  fecond  examination  of  the  noblemen  and  fel- 
low-commoners admitted  as  fpecified  in  the  firft  ordi- 
nance, fhall  be  held  upon  the  fourth  monday,  tuefday, 
and  wednefday  in  November  1777,  from  nine  to  twelve 
in  the  mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  afternoons 
of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

9.  Each  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner,  admitted 
as  fpecified  in  the  firft  ordinance  fhall,  at  his  fecond  ex- 
amination, in  1777,  be  examined  in  Locke's  EiTay  on 
the  human  underftanding,  natural  philofophy,  and  mo- 
dern hiftory. 

10.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  examination  of  the 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  admitted  as  before 
fpecified,  the  three  examiners  hereafter  to  be  appointed, 
or  the  majority  of  them,  mall  declare,  in  a  writing  to 
be  delivered  to  the  vice-chancellor,  which  of  the  per- 
fons, then  examined,  appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the 
beft  fcholars,  not  diftinguifhing  more  than  a  third  part, 
and  placing  the  perfons  fo  diftinguifhed  according  to 
their  refpeclive  order  of  merit :  fuch  declaration  fhall 
be  publifhed  by  the  vice-chancellor  to  the  fenate  at  the 
next  following  congregation,  and  copies  thereof  tranf- 
mitted  by  him  to  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  and 
fent  to  each  college. 

11.  Perfons  changing  their  order  to  become  fellow- 
commoners,  fhall,  in  the  examinations,  be  clafTed  with 

fuch 
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The  lofs  of  thefe  proportions  by  one  vote 
in  the  non-regent  houfe,    while   there   was 

known 

fuch  as  are  of  the  fame  {landing  with  themfelves  by  ad- 
miflion. 

12.  Any  nobleman  and  fellow-commoner,  admitted 
as  before  fpecified,  and  having  been  refident,  who  fhall 
abfenthimfelf  from  either  of  the  preceding  examinations, 
without  fufficient  reafon,  fhall  be  publicly  admonifhed, 
or  fubje&ed  to  fuch  other  academical  cenfure,  fhort  of 
ruftication,  as  the  vice-chancellor  and  the  two  proctors, 
or  the  vice-chancellor  with  one  proctor,  fhall  think  the 
cafe  deferves.  A  reafon,  certified  to  the  vice-chancellor 
by  the  mafter  or  locum-tenens  of  his  college,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  major  part  of  the  vice-chancellor  and 
heads  then  refident,  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  to  excufe 
any  perfon's  abfence  from  a  whole  examination.  And 
a  reafon,  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the  examiners, 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  to 
excufe  any  perfon's  abfence  from  any  part  of  an  exami- 
nation. 

13.  The  fanc"lion,  provided  for  the  purpofe  of  fecur- 
ing  the  attendance  of  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners, 
and  the  relief  admitted  under  it,  fhall  be  extended  to  the 
cafe  of  penfioners  and  fizars,  admitted  as  above,  who  fhall 
abfent  themfelves  from  the  examination  in  the  year 
1776. 

14.  In  all  future  years  after  1776,  there  fhall  be  a 
public  examination  of  fuch  noblemen,  fellow-com- 
moners, penfioners,  and  fizars,  as  fhall  then  be  of  equal 
ftanding  with  thofe  intended  to  be  examined  in  1776, 
and  the  fubjecls  and  time  fhall  b£  the  fame  with  thofe 

directed 
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known  to  be  a  decided  majority  In  trie  ju- 
nior divifion  of  the  fenate,  if  the  grace  had 

been 

directed  for  1776.  There  fhall  alfo  be,  in  every  year 
fubfequent  to  the  year  1777,  a  public  examination  of 
fuch  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners  as  fhall  then  be 
of  equal  (landing  with  thofe  intended  to  be  examined 
in  1777,  and  the  fubjects  and  time  fhall  be  the  fame 
with  thofe  directed  for  1777.  And  in  both  the  above 
examinations,  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be  appointed, 
lhall  make  the  fame  honorary  diflinctions  as  in  the  years 
1776,  and  1777,  and  attendance  fhall  be  fecured  by  the 
lame  fanclions. 

15.  Seven  examiners,  members  of  the  fenate,  fhall  be 
annually  appointed  from  the  feveral  colleges,  in  the  or- 
der of  the  cycle  of  opponents  in  divinity  :  except  only 
that  Trinity-hall  fhall  add  an  examiner  every  fifth  year, 
and  that  the  mode  of  appointing  its  own  examiners  be 
left  to  each  college. 

16.  Where  three  colleges  are  laid  together  to  provide 
one  examiner,  they  fhall  have  the  appointment  accord- 
ing to  feniority  of  foundation.  And  the  examiners,  ap- 
pointed according  to  this  and  the  preceding  ordinance, 
fhall  be  prefented  to  the  vice-chancellor,  on  or  before 
the  eleventh  of  June  every  year. 

17.  At  the  firft  examination,  in  November  1776,  all 
the  examiners  fhall  examine  fuch  ftudents  as  fhall  then 
attend.  At  the  examinations  in  November  1777,  the 
three  ftnior  of  the  examiners  fhall  examine  the  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners  of  the  fenior  year,  the 
other  four  or  five,  the  ftudents  of  the  junior  year,  and  fo 
always, 

18.   Befides 
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been  pafied  by  the  fenior  part  of  the  uni- 
verfity,  would  naturally  give  fpirits.  to  the 

purfuers 

18.  Befides  the  appointed  examiners,  every  member 
of  the  fenate  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  examine. 

19.  Each  of  the  examiners  fhall  receive  a  gratuity  of 
ten  guineas,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  univerfity  cheft.  Every 
nobleman  and  fellow-commoner,  who  fhall  be  admitted 
after  the  date  of  this  grace,  fhall  pay  at  his  admiffion 
two  guineas,  and  every  penfioner  half  a  guinea,  towards 
replacing  in  the  chefl  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be  thence  fo 
iflued.  And  all  perfons,  already  admitted,  and  fub- 
jected  to  the  above-mentioned  examinations,  fhall  be 
charged  with  the  fame  payments  at  the  clofe  of  the  pre- 
fent  quarter. 

20.  The  monies  charged  at  the  admifiions  of  noble- 
men, fellow-commoners,  and  penfioners,  fhall  be  ac- 
counted for  to  the  vice-chancellor,  on  the  faturdays 
next  before  the  days  of  examination,  by  their  refpective 
tutors,  who  fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  deliver  lifts  of  fuch 
of  their  pupils,  as  are  to  be  examined,  with  the  dates  of 
their  admiflions. 

N.  B.  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  propofitions,  are 
purpofely  fo  worded,  as  to  fuit  with  the  firft  ordinance, 
in  cafe  thefecond  and  third  fhould  be  rejected. " 

The  following  is  communicated  as  an  accurate  lift 
of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  (Ocf.  28,  1774)  in  the 
fenate-houfe  of  Cambridge,  for  and  againft  a  public  ex- 
amination of  all  fuch  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners 
as  fnould  afterwards  be  admitted  in  that  univerfity. 

For  the  grace;  the  bifhop  of  Carlifle;  the  doftors 
Glynn,  Colignon,  SymDrids,  Ewin,  Waring,  Gordon, 

Cooke, 


(     So     ) 

purfuers  of  thefe  meafures,  and  call  for 
the  redoubled  exertions  of  thofe  gentlemen 
who  oppofed  them. 

About  two  days  before  the  laft  plan  was 
voted  in  the  fenate,  a  publication  had  ap- 
peared in  the  univerlity,  entitled,  "  A  letter 
to  the  author  of  the  plan  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  public  examinations."  I  have  no 
information  concerning  the  author,  nor  is  it 

material 

Cooke,  Goddard,  Watfon,  Gooch  ;  matters,  Manning, 
Hodfon,  Lambert,  Backhoufe,  Collier,  Tyrvvhitt, 
Wyatt,  Hey,  Squire,  Smith,  White,  Borlafe,  Pember- 
ton,  Jebb,  Gould,  Greaves,  Hughes,  Tyfon,  Wilgrefs, 
Paley,  Law,  Nafmith,  Colman,  Torkington,  Bond, 
Adair,  Chamberlayne  ;  in  all  thirty-eight. 

Againft  the  grace ;  the  doctors  Powell,  Ellifton, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Wilfon,  Brown ;  mafters,  Lypeatt, 
Haighton,  Harrington,  Meredith,  WhifTon,  Spencer, 
Howkins,  Greene,  Prefton,  Hilton,  Stevens,  Chevalier, 
Craven,  Ferris,  Pritchett,  Hubbard,  Farmer,  Blackall, 
Wilcox,  Dalton,  May,  Henfon,  Story,  Arnald,  Ker- 
fhaw,  Marfh,  Turner,  Cooke,  Norris,  Martyn,  Yates, 
HafTel,  Jepfon  ;    in  all,  thirty-nine. 

The  above  lift  includes  eleven  doctors,  fix  profeflors, 
and  eight  public  tutors,  for  the  grace  ;  and  fix  doctors, 
three  profeffors,  and  fix  public  tutors  againft  the  grace. 

In  the  white  hood  houfe,  it  was  fuppofed  the  numbers 
would  have  ftood  as  follows  :  for  the  grace  twenty-fix, 
againft  it  fifteen  ;  of  the  latter  number  nine  would  have 
come  from  St.  John's. 
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material ;  the  letter  is  written  in  a  candid 
manner,  but  furely  unimportant  in  its  mat- 
ter; it  barely  fuggefted  the  difficulties,  in 
the  execution  of  it,  and  the  danger  that 
might  be  confequent  on  any  failure  in  the 
practice  of  the  propofed  plan. 

In  the  following  month,  there  was  alfo 
publilhed  another  tract,  entitled,  "  An  ob- 
fervation  on  the  defign  of  eilabliming  an- 
nual examinations."  This  pamphlet,  though 
anonymous,  was  generally  afcribed  to  Dr. 
Powell ;  it  was  not  written  in  fo  good  a 
temper  as  the  former  ;  but,  in  refpect  to  its 
matter,  more  defervin^  of  notice. 

Thefe  little  tracts  together,  occalioned  a 
third,  entitled,  "  A  letter  to  the  author  of 
an  obfervation ;"  upon  this,  it  will  be  iuf- 
ficient  for  me  to  fay,  that  it  was  written  by 
a  lady;  and  that  it  was  generally  under- 
itood,  that  Dr.  Powell,  felt  as  fenfibly  the 
pointed  arguments  of  Prifcilla's  pen,  as  an- 
other reverend  divine  had  done  before  him.* 

The 

*  Upon  a  fimilar  cccaflon,  and  in  reference  to  foms 
letters  addrefFed  by  the  fame  lady,  in  one  of  the  pi:' 

papers, 
MEM. 
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The  notification  of  her  victory  may,  pro- 
bably, be  more  readily  admitted,   upon  the 
judgment  of  others,   than   upon  my  own ; 
and,  the  citation  of  their  teftimony  will  ac- 
quit me  of  the  imputation  of  a  compliment. 
u  The  utility  of  the  public  examinations," 
fay  the  monthly  reviewers,   *'  flood  uninva- 
lidated  by  any  thing  the  obferver  was  able 
to  alledge  againft  them.    The  prefent  writer 
has,  therefore,  all  the  advantage  againft  him, 
that  a  good  caufe  can  poflibly  give ;  and  all 
that  we  have  to  do  in  this  cafe,  is  to  an- 
nounce the  earned:  expectation  of  the  public, 
that  this  regulation  will  take  place;   a  re- 
gulation   in   every   refpect   aufpicious,    not 
only  to  the  intereft  and  profperity  of  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge  in  particular,    but 
to  learning  in  general."  * 


An 


papers,  to  Dr.  Hallifax,  under  the  ftgnature  of  "  Prif- 
cilla,"  it  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Paley,  "  that  the  Lord 
had  fold  Sifera  into  the  hand  of  a  woman."  See  "  A 
defence  of  the  confiderations  on  the  propriety  of  requir- 
ing a  fubfeription  to  articles  of  faith,"  8vo.  1774, 
p.  30. 

*  See  Monthly  review,  vol.  lii.  p.  459. 
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An  attention  to  the  progrefs  of  Mr.  Jebb's 
exertions  to  promote  academical  reforma- 
tion, has  drawn  me  to  neglect,  in  its  place* 
the  mention  of  a  tranfaction  in  London,  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1774,  in  which  his 
heart  was  deeply  interested. 

Mr.  Lindfey  had  communicated  to  him, 
among  the  firft  of  his  friends,  his  determined 
refolution  of  refigning  his  preferment  in  the 
eftabliihed  church,  and  his  earned  withes  of 
meeting  with  a  fociety  of  unitarian  christians, 
to  whom  his  miniftrations  might  be  ac- 
ceptable. 

They  both  agreed,  that  it  was  of  great 
confequence,  that  there  mould  be  a  church 
of  chriitians  profefiedly  unitarian;  which 
mould  hold  forth  the  wormip  of  the  only 
true  God,  the  father;  the  omnipotent  parent 
and  creator  of  the  univerfe ;  to  the  ex- 
clution  of  all  other  peribns  and  objects  of 
worfhip.  And  as  foon  as  a  profped  offered 
of  railing  a  congregation  on  this  plan,  it  was 
communicated  to  Mr.  Jebb.  No  important 
ftep  was  taken,  without  confulting  him ; 
and  many  ufeful  hints,  and  much  affiilance, 
was  received  from  him,   together  with  his 

G  2  twc 
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two  moil:  intimate  friends,  often  named  in 
thefe  memoirs,  and  flill  refident  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge;  efpecially  with  re- 
gard to  fuch  farther  improvements  as  were 
judged  proper  to  be  added  to  Dr.  Clarke's 
amendments  of  the  liturgy  of  the  eflablimed 
church. 

In  fome  letters  written  at  the  time,  Mr. 
Jebb  exprefTed  the  utmoft  folicitude  for  its 
fuccefs ;  and  had  engaged  a  particular  friend, 
who  happened  to  be  in  town,  to  be  prefent 
at  the  firft  opening  of  the  chapel,  that  he 
might  learn  from  him  every  thing  that 
pafied.* 

When  he  afterwards  came  to  refide  him- 
felf  in  the  metropolis,  he  was  a  conftant  at- 
tendant at  the  chapel  in  EiTex-ftreet ;  and 
frequently  exprefTed  hishappinefs  and  com- 
fort in  the  opportunity  of  joining  in  a  fer- 
vice  and  worfhip  he  fo  much  approved. 

Mr.  Jebb  had  much   approved  of  Mr. 

Lindfey's 

*  Mr.  Lindfey's  fermon,   preached  at  the  opening  of 

the   chapel  in   Effex-houfe,  Eflex-flreet,   London,   on 

funday,   April  17th,  1774,    was  foon  afterwards  pub- 

d.     And  a  third  edition  of  "  the  Book  of  common - 

prayer  reformed,"  was  publilked  fo  lately  as  17S5. 
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Lindfey's  publishing  his  "  Apology  on  re- 
iigning  the  vicarage  of  Catterick,  York- 
shire:" which  was  followed  by  a  fupple- 
mental  work,  entitled  "  The  Sequel,"  in 
which  the  author  treated  more  largely  con- 
cerning the  nature  and  perfon  of  Chrift. 
To  report  Mr.  Jebb's  favourable  opinion  of 
the  criticifms  and  arguments  in  the  fequel, 
from  the  evidence  of  private  letters,  is  need- 
lefs  -j  as  the  account  given  of  this  learned 
work  in  the  Monthly  review  came  from  his 
pen ;  *  and  probably  was  the  only  com- 
munication of  the  kind  he  ever  tranfmitted 
to  that  periodical  publication. 

In  the  conclufion  of  this  year,  I  find  fome 
flrong  evidences  of  the  intereft  Mr.  Jebb 
took  in  the  eftablimment  of  liberty  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  atlantic,  and  in  the  fufFer- 
ings  of  the  americans.  In  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  dated  the  21ft  of  November,  1774, 
he  writes,  <e  Your  information,  in  every 
refpect,  is  pleating  to  me  -,  I  rejoice  that  you 
keep  on  in  your  great  purpofe,  with  fo  much 
ftedfaftnefs  and  fuccefs ;  and  that   the  ame- 

G  3  ricans 

*  See  Monthly  review,  vol,  lv.  p.  195  and  264,  and 
lvi.  14. 
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ricans  continue  to  proceed  with  fo  much 
bravery  and  prudence.  I  fhall  not  be  quite 
eafy  about  them,  till  I  fee  the  event  of  the 
congrefs.  A  very  fenfible  letter,  in  the 
Ledger  of  yefterday,  (hews  the  abfurdity  of 
petitioning  for  redrefs ;  the  mod  vigorous 
meafures  are  the  belt  -,  the  englifh  miniftry 
mull  feel,  before  they  will  repent.  The 
length  of  time,  in  cafe  of  a  petition,  will  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  trying  their  ufual 
arts  of  conquering  by  divilion.  The  new 
eflay,  by  the  Penfylvanian  farmer,  *  is  mod 
admirable ;  but  I  wifli  to  have  the  Ameri- 
cans go  the  whole  ground  at  once  ;  which 
they  may  do,  and  yet  leave  matters  open  for 
an  accommodation.  The  only  way  to  avoid 
bloodfhed,  is  for  the  americans  to  lhew  their 
refolution  in  the  firft  inilance.  An  imme- 
diate fuipenfion  of  trade  with  Great- Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  would  procure 
them  redrefs,  as  it  would  effect  an  immediate 
petition  from  the  britifli  merchants,  &c. 
more  likely  to  prevail  than  any  petition  c£ 
their  own."  And,  again,  in  another  letter, 
to  the  friend,  dated  the  3d  of  December 

folio . 

*  This  tr  ritten  by  John  fy. 
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following,  he  fays,  "  I  had  indulged  great 
hopes  that  adminiftration  would  have  re- 
laxed, and  thereby  have  prevented  that  con- 
fufion  which  every  man  mufl  lament,  if  he 
has  any  fenfibility  remaining.  I  did  not 
think  that  defpotifm  was  fo  much  a  thing 
refolved  on.  I  hope  the  americans,  by  a 
temperate,  manly,  yet  peaceful  refinance, 
and  the  ufe  of  legal  means,  as  oppofed  to 
force,  will  prevent  that  inhuman  deftruc~tion 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  which  is  threatened. 
Locke  has  fhewn  me  who  are  the  real  rebels, 
in  a  conteft  of  this  kind ;  they  are  thofe, 
who,  by  unjuft  oppreflion,  renew  that  ftate 
of  war,  which  laws  and  fociety  had  ba- 
niihed." 

Nor  was  Mr.  Jebb's  attention  lefs  awake 
to  the  defigns  of  certain  perfons  in  this 
country,  towards  forwarding  the  exclufive 
eftablimment  of  epifcopacyin  America,  than 
to  the  danger  of  their  civil  liberties,  "  I 
find,"  fays  he,  in  another  letter,  dated  the 
nth  of  December,  "  from  a  correfpondent 
in  Virginia,  that  Dr.  Chandler,  of  New- 
York,  has  publifhed  there  a  virulent  in- 
vective, againft  the  "  Critical  commentary 

G  4  upon 
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upon  Seeker's  letter,"  and  that  It  does  harm 
to  the  caufe  of  chriitian  liberty.  Dr.  Chand- 
has  fubjoined  bifbop  Sherlock's  memorial, 
prefented  to  the  king  in  council,  in  February 
1749-50,  in  favour  of  an  american  epifco- 
pate,  now  firft  printed,   he  fays,    from  an 
original  in  the  hands  of  a  great  living   pre- 
late.    Such  is  the  infatuation,  that  many  of 
the  colonics,  enemies  to  taxation,  are  for  a 
bifhop.      Such  has    been    the    confequence 
of  Seeker's    unremitting   efforts,    to   fpread 
church-of-Englandifm,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the   atlantic.     Sherlock's   memorial,    is   an 
artful  performance,  and  big  with  mifchief."* 

The  year  1775,  afforded  a  continuation  of 
his  labours,  in  the  recommendation  of  an- 
nual examinations ;  and  completed  the  de- 
fign,  which  he  had  long  contemplated  with 
anxious  folicitude,  of  relinquishing  his  pre- 
ferment 

*  The  cc  Critical  commentary  on  archbifhop  Seeker's 
letter,  to  the  right  honourable  Horatio  Walpole,  con- 
cerning bifhops  in  America,"  was  publifhed  in  London, 
1770.  The  reply  was  entitled,  "  A  free  examina- 
tion of  the  Critical  commentary,"  &c.  by  Thomas 
B.  Chandler,  D.D.  and  publifhed  at  New-York,  1774. 
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ferment  and  fituation  in  the  eftablimed 
church. 

In  the  fpring,  Mr.  Jebb  printed,  on  a 
fingle  meet,  "  An  addrefs  to  the  members 
of  the  fenate,"  dated  March  the  2 2d,  1775, 
wherein,  after  flating  certain  poflulata,  he 
propofed  to  offer  a  grace  to  the  following 
effect,  as  the  mod  becoming  method  which 
an  individual,  fo  peculiarly  circumftanced 
as  he  was,  could  purfue. 

"  That  a  fyndicate,  confining  of  the 
vice-chancellor  and  the  heads  of  houfes,  be 
commiflioned  to  draw  up  a  form  of  appli- 
cation to  the  chancellor,  in  which  he  mail 
be  requeued  to  acquaint  us  with  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  friends  of  the  univeriity,  con- 
cerning the  expediency  of  introducing  im- 
provements into  cur  literary  courfej  and, 
in  cafe  fuch  expediency  mould  appear  ma- 
nifest, that  he  would  further  condefcend  to 
trace  out  the  line  of  conduct,  whereby  we 
may  be  enabled  moll  effectually  to  anfwer 
the  expectation  of  the  public,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  aiTure  his  grace  of  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  academical  fenate,  to  affirt  by 
their  counfel  in  completing,  and  by  their 

fuffrages 
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Suffrages  in  eftablifhing,  any  plan,  the  ge- 
neral outlines  of  which  fhall  come  recom- 
mended to  us  by  fuch  refpeclable  advice." 

This  meafure,  however,  was  fufpended, 
for  the  reafons  exprerTed  in  a  fubfequent 
fhort  addrefs,  dated  the  29th  cf  the  fame 
month :  of  which,  as  an  hiftorical  docu- 
ment, we  have  preferved  a  copy.  "  Mr. 
Jebb  has  endeavoured  to  collect  the  general 
fentiment,  refpecting  the  meafure,  fuggefted 
at  the  clofe  of  his  addrefs  to  the  members 
of  the  fenate,  dated  the  2 2d  of  this  month. 
He  perceives  that  the  majority  do  not  ap- 
prove of  the  propofal.  It  appears  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  gentlemen  he  has  converfed 
with,  that  the  chancellor  has  exprerTed  his 
fentiments  with  fufficient  precifion,  in  his 
letter  to  the  vice-chancellor,  and  to  the 
fyndicate,  appointed  by  grace  of  the  fenate, 
upon  the  17th  of  February,  1774.  It  has 
alfo  been  fuggefted,  by  many  of  the  refident 
friends  to  the  inftitution  of  public  exami- 
nations, that,  if  the  motion  for  their  efta- 
blimmentwas  deferred  'till  the  enfuing  win- 
ter, ir  would  be  more  likely,  than  at  pre- 
fent,    to  meet  with  a  general  concurrence, 

He 
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lie  fubmits  himfelf,  in  both  thefe  refpects, 
implicitly  to  their  judgment.  He  does  not 
retract  the  affertions  and  conclufions  ad- 
vanced in  the  proportions  ■,  he  imagines  he 
has  perceived  additional  reafons  to  believe, 
that  they  are  founded  upon  fact.  In  the 
intervening  time,  he  will,  with  all  thank- 
fulnefs,  attend  to  any  hints  that  fhall  be 
fuggefted,  relating  to  this  fubject  j  to  ob- 
jections he  will  reply,  in  the  fpirit  of  can- 
dour -,  and  will  endeavour  to  demon  urate 
the  utility  of  the  institution  in  queftion,  in 
a  further  addrefs  to  the  univerfity  and  the 
public." 

The  quefHon  of  public  examinations  be^ 
ing  thus  difpofed  of  for  the  prefent,  in  de- 
ference to  the  judgment  of  others,  we  will 
divert  our  narrative  into  another  channel^ 
until  Mr.  Jebb  remmed  it,  according  to  his 
promife,  and  the  expectations  of  his  friends, 
in  the  following  winter. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  this  year,  Mr. 
Jebb's  thoughts  were  much  turned  towards 
the  war  in  America,  the  event  of  which  he 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  muft  be  decifive  of  the  liberties  of 
both  countries. 

In  a  private  letter  to  a  friend,  (dated  the 
4th  of  June),  he  fays,   "  I  have  fen  t  to  the 

bifhop  of  ■ ; —  the  pamphlet  of  Mr. 

Maferes,  on  the  Quebec-bill ;  at  my  in- 
ftance,  he  read  it,  and  is  convinced ;  and 
fpeaks  almoft  as  ftrongly  as  I  do,  which  is 
faying  a  good  deal,  for  you  know  I  am  not 
given  to  what  is  improperly  called,  mode- 
ration, upon  fuch  fubjecls." 

Again,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Chambers, 
(dated  from  Newark,  July  16,  1775,  when 
on  his  journey  into  the  north,)  he  fays, 
"As  to  american  affairs,  I  now  begin  to 
defpair  of  an  accommodation ;  that  country 
however  will  be  free,  and  this  muft  go 
backwards,  perhaps  to  its  original  ftate  of 
barbarity.*      There  remains,  confequently, 

fome 

*  The  inflability  of  all  human  inftitutions,  is  as  ap- 
parent in  the  fate  of  the  roman  empire,  as  in  the  roman 
villa.  Dr.  Middleton,  fpeaking  of  Cicero's  houfe  at 
Arpinum,  the  place  of  his  birth,  fays,  that  Atticus  was 
charmed  with  it.  "  But  there  cannot  be  a  better 
proof,  adds  he,  of  the  delightfulnefs  of  the  place,  than 
that  it  is  now  poffeffed  by  a  convent  of  monks,  and 

called 
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fome  confolation.     Matters  are  not  fo  bad 
as  if  America  was  enflaved,  as  the  bifhop  of 

St.  Afaph 

called  l  the  villa  of  St.  Dominic'  Strange  revolu- 
tion !  to  fee  Cicero's  porticos  converted  to  monkifti 
cloifters  !  the  feat  of  the  moft  refined  reafon,  wit,  and 
learning,  to  a  nurfery  of  fuperftition,  bigotry,  and  en- 
thufiafm.  What  a  plcafure  mufl  it  give  to  thefe  domi- 
nican  inquifitors,  to  trample  on  the  ruins  of  a  man, 
whofe  writings,  by  fpreading  the  light  of  reafon  and 
liberty  through  the  world,  have  been  one  great  inftru- 
ment  of  obftrucling  their  unwearied  pains  to  enflave  it.'* 
— Middleton's  Life  of  Cicero.  5th  edit.  8vo.  vol.  i.  p.  j. 
Another  villa  of  the  fame  illufirious  roman,  at  Pu- 
teoli,  which  was  built  after  the  plan  of  the  academy  at 
Athens,  and  called  by  that  name,  being  adorned  with  a 
portico  and  a  grove, for  the  fameufe  of  philofophical  con- 
ferences. "  This  villa,  fays  Middleton,  was  afterwards 
an  imperial  palace  ;  pofTefTed  by  emperor  Hadrian,  who 
died  and  was  buried  in  it ;  where  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 
breathed  out  that  lad  and  celebrated  adieu  to  his  c  little, 
pallid,  frightened,  fluttering  foul.'  Which  would  have 
left  him  with  lefs  regret,  if,  from  Cicero's  habitation 
on  earth,  it  had  known  the  way  to  thofe  regions  above, 
where  Cicero  probably  ftill  lives,  in  the  fruition  of  end- 
lefs  happinefs."  (Middleton's  Life' of  Cicero,  vol.  iii. 
p.  207,  note.)  Nor  is  the  fate  of  this  villa  much  dif- 
ferent from  that  at  Arpinum.  "  It  is  now,"  fays  the 
late  Mr.  Hollis,  "  poiTeiTed  by  a  convent  of  francifcan 
friars." — Memoirs  of  Tho.  Hollis, efq.  vol.  i.  p.  43 — 45; 
where  the  fadt  is  cited  j   and  where  the  heretical  charity 

of 
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St.  Afaph  fays.     Liberty  has  an  afylum  on 
that  continent.     The  abominable  flave  trade 

Will, 

of  Middleton,  is  fupported  by  the  authorities  of  Eraf- 
mus  and  Luther. 

Again.  Dr.  Middleton  having  quoted  fome  jocular 
and  contemptuous  exprefiions  concerning  Britain,  in 
Cicero's  letters  to  Atticus  ;  fuch  as,  that  "  there  was 
not  a  grain  of  filver  in  it,  nor  any  thing  elfe  but  flaves  • 
of  whom  you  will  fcarce  expect  any,  I  dare  fay,  fkilled 
in  mufic  or  letters  ;"  proceeds  to  make  this  fine  reflec- 
tion :  *'  From  their  railleries  of  this  kind,  on  the  bar- 
barity and  mifery  of  our  ifland,  one  cannot  help  reflect- 
ing on  the  furprifing  fate  and  revolutions  of  kingdoms  : 
how  Rome,  once  the  miftrefs  of  the  world,  the  feat  of 
arts,  empire,  and  glory,  now  lies  funk  in  floth,  ignorance, 
and  poverty  ;  enflaved  to  the  moft  cruel  as  well  as  moil 
contemptible  of  tyrants,  fuperftition,  and  religious  impof- 
ture:  while  this  remote  country,  anciently  the  jeit  and 
contempt  of  the  poli  te  Romans  is  become  the  happy  feat  of 
liberty,  plenty,  and  letters;  flourifhing  in  all  the  arts  and 
refinements  of  civil  life ;  yet  running  perhaps  the  fame 
courfe,  which  Rome  itfelf  had  run  before  it;  from  vir- 
tuous induftry  to  wealth  ;  from  wealth  to  luxury  ;  from 
luxury  to  an  impatience  of  difcipline,  and  corruption 
of  morals;  till,  by  a  total  degeneracy,  and  lofs  of  virtue, 
being  grown  ripe  for  deftruc"tion,  it  falls  a  prey  at  laft 
to  fome  hardy  oppreflbr,  and,  with  the  lofs  of  liberty, 
lofing  every  thing  elfe  that  is  valuable,  finks  gradually 
again  into  its  original  barbarifm."  (Middleton's  Life 
of  Cicero,  vol.  iii.  p.  102  and  103.  Whereupon  the 
author  of  the  Kollifian  Memoirs  obferves,  "  might  not 
the  biographer   have   a.ldcd,    *  the    plague   is  begun. " 

(Memoirs  of  Thomas  Mollis,  efq.  vol.  i.  p.  54.) 

In 
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will,  I  truit,  be  abolifhed ;  and  the  remem- 
brance of  what  was  fuffered  in  this  century, 

in 

In  addition  to  thefe  admirable  reflections  of  Dr.  Mid- 
dleton,  let  us  notice  how  far  the  derifions  caft  upon  Bri- 
tain by  Cicero  in  his  letters  to  Atticus,  are  counterba- 
lanced in  the  jult  remarks  upon  the  fallen  ftate  of  roman 
greatnefs,  by  another  of  our  own  countrymen,  and  one  of 
our  contemporaries.  "  The  rife  and  fail  of  empire," 
fays  Mr.  Kent,  "  may  be  ranked  amongft  thofe  events 
which,  although  common,  do  not  ceafe  to  be  remarkable. 
Infpiration  only  could  have  difcovered,  that  the  primi- 
tive Romans,  a  vile  and  abject  people,  were  deftined  to 
clear  the  path,  which  conducted  their  future  race  to 
the  fovereignty  of  the  world.  If,  in  the  days  of  Julius 
Cagfar,  a  roman  augur  had  pretended,  that  his  birds  in- 
formed him,  that  the  diftant  defendants  of  the  dictator, 
and  his  invincible  countrymen,  mould  be  emafculated, 
and  fing  upon  a  ftage,  before  the  poflerity  of  the  con- 
quered Britons,  inftead  of  being  reverenced  as  a  prophet, 
he  would  have  been  ftoned,  as  a  madman.  Yet,  this 
and  ftranger  things  than  this  have  happened.  To  what 
fate  England,  the  envy,  and  admiration  of  every  king- 
dom upon  earth,  may  be  referved,  it  is  impcflible  to  de- 
termine. A  picture  of  England,  funk  into  what  Rome 
is  at  prefent,  blended  with  the  reprefentation  of  an 
american  colony,  fuperior  in  power  and  fplendour,  to 
her  unnatural  mother,  can,  in  this  age,  only  be  ideal ; 
but  the  future  reality  is,  to  the  full  as  probable,  as  was 
the  deftrudtion  of  Rome,  by  the  barbarians,  in  the 
boafted  reign  of  Auguflus."  (See  Mr.  Kent's  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  Marq.  de  Chatteleux's  ElTay  on  public  hap- 
cinefs,  vol.  i.  p.  265,  in  the  note  by  the  tranflator.) 
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in  fupport  of  liberty,  will  prevent  the  pofte- 
rity  of  the  prefent  defenders  of  it,  from  lof- 
ing  it  fo  quickly,  as  I  fear  we  fhall  do.  The 
americans,  I  am  fenlible,  have  much  to 
learn  with  refpecl  to  religious  liberty.  Wc 
have  been,  I  truft,  of  fervice  in  this  particu- 
lar ;  we  have  brought  forth  the  principles 
of  their  and  our  adverfaries  into  full  view, 
and  have  exhibited  the  form  of  true  protef- 
tantifm,  which  they  may  improve  by,  if 
they  pleafe."* 

*  The  liberal  ideas  which  have  been  entertained  in 
America  refpecling  religious  liberty,  will  appear  from 
an  <c  Addrefs  delivered  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Barnard  of  Sa- 
lem, at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  M'Keen,  at  Beuerley  in 
New-England,  on  May  nth,  1 785  5  called,  "The 
right  hand  of  fellowfhip." 

"  Different  fchemes,"  fays  this  gentleman,  "  refpecl- 
ing the  conilitution  and  comparative  rank  of  chriftian 
churches,  have  been  illustrated  with  ingenuity,  and  de- 
fended with  refpe&able  reafonings.  Still,  our  com- 
munion is  of  opinion,  that,  no  particular  church 
has  fovereignty  over  other  churches  ;  that,  they  are 
equally  independent  of  each,  other,  till  united  by  vo- 
luntary compact:  we  have  ever, therefore,  declined  union 
with  the  ftate,  the  only  fource  of  church  dominion  ;  and 
have  claimed  of  the  magiftrate  this  privilege  only,  that 
we  mould  not  be  molefled  for  our  formulas  of  faith, 
.or  particular  modes  ofworihip,  while  we  behave  with 
the  pcaceablenefs  and  fidelity  of  good  fubjecls. 

"In 
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Mr.  Jebb  being  at  Harrowgate  this  Turn- 
mer,  he  vifited,  frcm  thence,  Mr.  archdea- 
con 

*'  In  fupport  of  our  opinion,  we  urge  out'  Lord'?  many 
declarations,  which  declaim  every  idea  of  unicn  with 
ftates:  and  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  p-'aclifed  by  his 
apoftles,  which  exprefTes  full  equality  between  the 
minifters  of  his  religion  and  the  ibcieties  with  which 
they  are  connected. 

*k  However,  waving  thefe  pleas,  which  have  often 
been  confidered  with  minute  attention,  and  urged  with 
the  authority  of  reafon  and  revelation  ;  we  will  place 
in  near  profpedt  before  our  minds,  human  nature,  and 
the  feries of  events  fince  lofty  views  of  precedency  arofe 
in  the  chriftian  church,  and  inquire— whether  equality 
or  inequality,  between  churches,  reprefents  the  chriftian 
religion  in  the  jufteft  and  mod  amiable  light,  and  moft 
promotes  the  tranquility  and  happinefs  of  the  great 
company  of  profeflbrs? 

*'  Equality,  not  only  pleafes  the  mind  of  man  and 
gratifies  his  feelings,  but  fufpends  the  exercife  of  thofe 
malignant  paflions,  which  torment  him  whenever  in- 
du'ged,  and  urge  him  to  revenge  and  injury  upon  every 
pbjeel  which  excites  them  :  its  divine  influence,  upon 
religious  parties,  has  been  abundantly  approved  by  ex- 
periment ;  in  thofe  countries  where  univerfal  toleration 
is  enjoyed,  without  invidious  diftinctions,  the  various 
(eels  live  together  like  brethren,  and  exhibit,  in  their 
Conduct  towards  each  other,  the  faireft  examples  of  moV 
deration  and  good  will. 

*c  Inequality,  has  a  very  differ/eat  operation,  and  intro* 

duces 
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con  Blackburne,    at  Richmond,   and  fpent 
the  day  with  him  on  the  26th  of  July ;  a 

day 

duces  a  very  different  fcene.  The  moment  a  particular 
church  is  exalted  above  thofe  around  her,  fhe  is  actuated 
by  the  fpirit  of  power,  whofe  governing  object  is  uni- 
verfal  dominion  ;  and  is  chagrined  and  miferable,  if  every 
tongue  does  not  confefs,  and  every  knee  bow  to  her  au- 
thority. How  does  fhe  endeavour  to  accomplifh  her  fa- 
vourite purpofes,  amidft  that  variety  of  fentiment,  which 
will  ever  prevail  amongft  men,  upon  fubjects  of  magni- 
tude ?  She  infpires  into  all  her  children  contempt  of 
thofe  who  refift  her  claims  ;  attaches  to  them  all  civil 
difti notions,  to  render  the  oppofition  of  her  enemies  in- 
efficacious ;  or,  ftrengthened  with  the  arm  of  the  magif- 
trate,  fhe  condemns  them  in  moft  opprobrious  terms, 
and  by  cruel  meafures  filences  or  exterminates  them. 

"  Perhaps,  in  all  hiftory,  we  cannot  produce  an  ex- 
ample, of  a  fovereign  chuich,  yielding  up  her  fanciful 
ideas  of  uniformity,  and  eftabliming  the  mild  doctrines 
of  equality  and  toleration,  till  obliged,  by  the  fuperior 
number  of  thofe  who  deny  her  juri  (diction,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  enlightened  ftatefmen  !  Perhaps,  to  inequality, 
as  the  ultimate  fource,  we  may  attribute  thofe  bitter  ca- 
lumnies, enraged  parties,  and  bloody  peifecutions,  which" 
have  dishonoured  the  chriftian  name  in  every  age    fince 

its  rife  ! 

"  People  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord  !  Ye  only  fee 
the  period,  which  the  wifeft  and  befl  men  in  every  age 
of  chriftianity  have  wifhed  to  fee,  but  have  been  denied 
the  privilege  !  Yc  only  fee  this  interesting  fentence 
a  fundamental  maxim  of  your  civil  government,    "  no 

fubordination 
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day  which  feemed  memorable  to  him  from 
the  fatisfaction   and  delight  he  repeatedly 

H  2  exprerled 

fubordination  of  anyone  fe<£t  or  denomination  to  another, 
fhali  erer  be  eftablifhed  by  law  !"*    Ye  only  enjoy  the 
diftinguiming  felicity  of  thinking  for  yourfelves  and  ex- 
prefling  your  fentiments,  unawed  by  penal  ftatutes,  ope- 
rating to  the  lofs  of  civil  privileges  fortunes  and  lives  !  f 
"  With  a  firm  perfuafion  in  our  minds  of  the  equality 
of  all  chriftian  minifters  and  churches,  I  am  directed  by 
the  counfel  convened  on  this  folemn  and  cheerful  occa- 
fion,  to  give  you,  my  brother,  this  right  hand :  a  facred 
pledge,  that  we  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  our  hearts,  when 
we  declare,   that  we  efteem  you  of  the  fame  rank  with 
any  of  the  minifters  of  Jefus    Chrift;    and    the  church 
over  which  you  have  been  inftituted  paftor,  of  the  fame 
rank  v/ith  any  other  chriftian  church  :  a  facred  promife, 
that  we  will   efteem  you  highly,    while  you  act   confif- 
tently  with  the  character  of   a  chriftian  minifter,  and 
will    do   you  every    faithful  and  generous  office.     May 
God  almighty  blefs  you,  my  brother  ;  fend  out  his  light 
and  his  truth;   and  guide   you   in  the  path  of  wife  im- 
provement, ftric"t.  fidelity,  illuftrious  virtue,  and   exten- 
five  ufefulnefs ;   and,   at   the    refurreclion    of  the  juft, 
diftinguifh  you   with  "  a  crown  of  glory   which   fhall 
never  fade  away"  ! 

*c  Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is,  for  bre= 
thren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !  Juft  on  the»borders  of 
diflention,  we  rejoice  to  fee  you  this  day,   my  brethren 

of 

*  Bill  of  rights,  iii.  art. 

f  Rara  temporum  felicitas,  ubi  fentire  qua?  velis,  et 
quae  fentias  dicere  licet.    Tacit,  lib.  i.  c.  i, 
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exprefied  at  the  interview  with  one  he  fo 
highly  efteemed,  honoured,  and  revered.  "  I 

have 

of  this  church,  on  the  fecure  ground  of  union  and  love. 
May  peace  continue  to  dwell  within  your  walls,  and 
profperity  make  glad  your  houfes  !  May  the  father  of 
lights,  from  whom  defcendeth  every  good  and  perfect 
gift,  clothe  your  paftor  with  falvation,  that,  by  his 
miniftration,  the  vicious  may  be  continually  reformed, 
and  faints  built  up  in  faith  and  holinefs  unto  eternal 
life  !M 

Nor  can  the  proteftant  fpirit  of  the  preceding  paper  be 
better  fupported  and  confirmed  than  by  tranfcribing, 

"  An  aft  for  eftablifhing  religious  freedom,  pa/Ted 
in  the  affembly  of  Virginia,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  1786. 

"  Well  aware,  that  almighty  God  hath  created  the 
mind  free  ;  that  all  attempts  to  influence  it  by  temporal 
punimments  or  burthens,  or  by  civil  incapacitations, 
tend  only  to  beget  habits  of  hypocrify,  and  are  a  depar- 
ture from  the  plan  of  the  holy  author  of  our  religion, 
who  being  lord  of  body  and  mind,  yet  chofe  not  to  pro- 
pagate it  by  coercions  on  either;  that  the  impious  pre- 
emption of  legiflators  and  rulers,  civil  as  well  as  eccle- 
fiaftical  (who  being  themlelves  but  fallible  and  unin- 
fpired  men,  have  aflumed  dominion  over  the  faith  of 
others,  fetting  up  their  own  opinion  and  mode  of  think- 
ing as  alone  true  and  infallible,  and  as  fuch  endeavour- 
ing to  impofe  them  on  others,)  hath  eftablifhed  and 
maintained  falfe  religions  over  the  greateft  part  of  the 
-world,  and  through  all  time ;  that  to  compel  a  man  to 
furnifh  contributions  of  money  for  the  propagation  of 

opinions 
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have,  however,  been  at  Richmond,"  fays  he, 
(in  a  letter  written  from  Harrowgate,  Au- 

H  3  guft 

opinions  which  he  disbelieves,  is  finful  and  tyrannical ; 
that  even  the  forcing  a  man  to  fupport  this  or  that 
teacher  of  his  own  religious  perfuafion,  is  depriving  him 
of  the  comfortable  liberty  of  giving  his  contributions  to 
the  particular  paftor,  whofe  morals  he  would  make  his 
pattern,  and  whofe  powers  he  feels  molt  perfuafive  to 
righteoufnefs,  and  withdrawing  from  the  miniftry  thofe 
temporal  rewards,  which,  proceeding  from  an  appro- 
bation of  their  perfonal  conduct,  are  an  additional  in- 
citement to  earneft  and  unremitted  labours  for  the  in- 
struction of  mankind  j  that  our  civil  rights  have  no  de- 
pendance  on  our  religious  opinions,  more  than  on  our 
opinions  in  phyfic  or  geometry  ;  that,  therefore,  the 
profcribing  any  citizen  as  unworthy  the  public  confi- 
dence, by  laying  upon  him  an  incapacity  of  being  called 
to  offices  of  truft  and  emolument,  unlefs  he  profefs  or  re- 
nounce this  or  thatreligious  opinion,  is  depriving  him  in- 
jurioufly  of  thofe  privileges  and  advantages  to  which,  in 
common  with  his  fellow  citizens,  he  has*a  natural  right, 
and  tends  alfo  to  corrupt  the  principles  of  that  very  re- 
ligion it  is  meant  to  encourage,  by  bribing,  with  a  mo- 
nopoly of  worldly  honours  and  emoluments,  thofe  who 
will  externally  conform  to  it ;  that  though  indeed  thofe 
are  criminal  who  do  not  withftand  fuch  temptations,  yet 
neither  are  thofe  innocent  who  lay  them  in  their  way; 
that  to  fuffer  the  civil  magiftrate  to  intrude  his  powers 
into  the  field  of  opinion,  and  to  reftrain  the  profeffion 
or  propagation  of  principles  on  fuppofition  of  their  ill 
tendency,  is  a  dangerous  fallacy,  which  at  once  deftroys 

all 
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guft  the  4th,)  "  and  was  much  gratified 
by  my  vifit,  though  I  had  not  time  to  fay 

a  thou- 

all  religious  liberty,  becaufe  he,  being  of  courfe  judge  of 
that  tendency,  will  make  his  opinions  the  rule  of  judg- 
ment, and  approve  or  condemn  the  fentiments  of  others, 
only  as  they  fliall  agree  with,  or  differ  from  his  own; 
that  it  is  time  enough  for  the  rightful  purpofes  of  civil 
government,  for  its  officers  to  interpofe  when  principles 
break  out  in  overt  acts  againft  peace  and  good  order; 
and  finally,  that  truth  is  great,  and  will  prevail  if  left  to 
herfelf  j  is  the  proper  and  fufficient  antagonift  to  error; 
and  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  conflict,  unlefs, 
by  human  interpofition,difarmed  of  her  natural  weapons, 
free  argument  and  debate ;  error  ceafing  to  be  dange- 
rous, when  it  is  permitted  freely  to  contradict  them. 

"  Be  it,  therefore,  enacted  by  the  general  affembly, 
that  no  man  fliall  be  compelled  to  fupport  any  religious 
worfhip,  place,  or  miniftry  whatfoever ;  nor  fhall  be 
forced,  retrained,  molefted,  or  burthened  in  his  body  or 
goods,  nor  fhall  otherwife  fuffer  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gious opinions  or  belief;  but  that  all  men  be  free  to  pro- 
fefs,  and  by  argument  to  maintain,  their  opinion  in 
matters  of  religion  ;  and  that  the  fame  fhall  in  no  wife 
diminifh,  enlarge,  or  affect  their  civil  capacities. 

**  And  though  we  well  know  that  this  afTembly, 
elected  by  the  people  for  the  ordinary  purpofes  of  leo-if- 
lation  onl",  have  no  power  to  reftrain  the  acts  of  fuc- 
cceding  afltmblies,  constituted  with  powers  equal  to  our 
own  ;  and  that,  therefore,  to  declare  this  act  irrevocable, 
would  be  of  no  effect  in  law  ;  yet  we  are  free  to  declare, 
and  do  declare,  that  the  rights  hereby  afferted  are  na- 
tural 
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a  thoufandth  part  of  what  I  wanted  to  fay; 
but  I  was  happy  in  our  converfation,  and 
pleafed  to  find  that  I  flood  high  in  the  arch- 
deacon's eftimation,  which  I  look  upon  as 
one  of  the  mofl  honourable  teftimonies  I 
could  receive.  It  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  reach  Richmond,  but  I  would  have 
gone  an  hundred  miles  rather  than  have 
failed  in  feeing  Mr.  Blackburne.  The 
country  is  delightful  about  Richmond  ;  and 
nothing  can  exceed  our  friend's  fituation." 

Mr.  J  ebb  returned  to  Cambridge  by  the 
way  of  Leicefterfhire,  fpending  fome  time 
with  lord  Harborough,  at  Stapelford.  From 
thence  he  wrote  his  letter  to  Dr.  Yonge, 
bifhop  of  Norwich,  to  lignify  his  intention 
to  refign  his  preferment  -,  which  letter  was 
afterwards  published  in  his  "  Short  ftate  oP 
reafons."*  In  the  profecution  of  his  jour- 
ney he  made  his  refignation  of  the  rectory 
of  Homersfield,    and  vicarage  of  Flixton, 

H  4  both 

tural  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  that  if  any  aft  mall  be 
hereafter  pafled  to  repeal  the  prefent,  or  to  narrow  its 
operation,  fuch  aft  will  be  an  infringement  of  natural 
rights." 

•  See  vol.  ii.  p.  219—224. 
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both  in  Suffolk,  and  in  the  diocefe  of  Nor- 
wich, before  a  notary  public,  Mr.  H.  Wat- 
fon  of  Huntingdon,  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1775,  and  the  vacancy  was  declared 
at  Norwich,  the  9th  of  the  following 
month. 

Mr  Jebb  had  previoufly  acquainted  fomc 
of  his  particular  friends,  with  his  deter- 
mined purpofe,  and  wrote  to  them  in  the 
progrefs  of  its  accomplishment.  "  I  have 
written,"  fays  he,  (in  a  letter  dated  Septem- 
ber the  26th,  1775)  "  to  my  patron,  and 
to  the  biihop  of  Norwich.  My  fituation,  I 
thank  God,  and  a  good  friend,  will  not  be 
diftrerTing,  though  it  will  be  precarious,  as 
I  act,  I  am  afraid,  in  oppofition  to  the  in- 
clination of  thofe  who,  I  have  reafon  to 
think,  have  it  in  their  power  to  ferve  me. 
But  no  more  of  this.  I  am  eafy  in  the 
thoughts  of  being  delivered  from  what  I 
efleem  worfe  than  egyptian  bondage.'* 

Among  the  anfwers  he  received,  I  find 
one,  which  I  mall  in  part  recite,  though  I 
forbear  to  mention  the  name  of  the  writer. 
It  is  dated  October  the  15th.  -  «'  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  you,  faid  his  friend,  for 

the. 


(     i°5    ) 

the  early  intelligence  of  your  refignation, 
and  alfo  for  the  account  of  the  formalities 
being  paffed  with  the  biihop.  As  a  ftep 
which  was  neceffary  for  the  eafe  of  your 
own  mind,  I  greatly  commend  you,  and 
from  my  foul  regret  the  neceffity  which  you 
found  for  your  feceflion.  Your  letter  to 
the  bifhop  is  admirable;  you  have  affigned 
the  reafon  for  your  refignation,  and  defended 
your  like-minded  brethren  in  the  principle 
of  the  petition,  in  a  language  and  fpirit, 
worthy  of  yourfelf.  You  have  declared 
your  conviction  of  the  truth,  and  confequent 
belief  of  chriitianity,  in  unequivocal  terms; 
and,  in  the  genuine  fpirit  of  a  chriftian  and 
a  proteftant,  have  engaged  for  your  future 
zeal  for  the  gofpel,  without  regard  to  any 
other  annexed  consideration.  Indeed  I  am 
greatly  pleafed  with  your  letter:  I  intirely 
approve  it,  and  was  much  gratified  with  the 
fight  of  it.  And  1  pray  God  to  blefs  you 
jn  all  your  future  labours,  and  that  he  will 
mower  down  a  full  portion  of  his  bleffings 
on  him,  who  is  fo  zealous  in  the  fcrvice  of 
his  matter." 

In  a  letter  to  the  late  worthy  and  excel- 
lent 
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Jent  Dr.  Chambers,  rector  of  Achurch,  in 
Northamptonshire,  dated  the  2 1  ft  of  October, 
1775,  he  is  more  explicit,  than  in  his  before- 
cited  letter  to  one,  who  was  happy  in  being 
the  common  friend  of  both,  "lam  truly 
fenfible,"  fays  he,  (t  that  many  perfons  who 
hold  iimilar  opinions  to  mine,  can  continue 
in  the  church  with  great  advantage  to  the 
caufe  of  chriitianity ;  acting  at  the  fame 
time  in  perfect  conformity  to  confcience, 
and  deferving  the  character  of  good  and 
worthy  men.  My  refignation  intirely  pro- 
ceeded from  the  uneufmefs,  1  felt  in  reading 
the  fervice  ;  an  uneafinefs,  which  I  am  fen- 
fible was  the  refult  of  circumftances  peculiar 
to  myfelf.  I  have,  for  feven  years  pad,  in 
my  lectures,  'though,  at  the  fame  time,  al- 
ways 5r  to  my  pupils,  that  my  opi- 
nion \v.  c  y,  to  the  received  notions,) 
maintained  iu $d  ■/  i.  .  unity  of  Godj 
and  that  he  ai:,ne  mouid  be  the  object  of 
religious  worihip.  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  urge  a'l.  who  attended  ms,  to  inquire, 
but,  by  no  mean  ,  to  make  up  their  judg- 
ment, till  they  had  read  all  the  fcriptures, 
with  crit.cal  a;  ition.  I  wifhed  them  to 
fufpend  their  judgment,  till  they  had  heard 

the 
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the  evidence  on  both  fides  of  the  queftiom 
At  the  fame  time,  openly  profeffing  to  them, 
that  my  own  opinion  was  fettled  on  this 
fubject.  After  thefe  explicit  declarations, 
to  officiate  in  a  liturgy  which  is  formed  upon 
the  athanafian  fyftem,  ffruck  me  as  a  An- 
gular impropriety  of  conduct ;  and  as  an 
inconfiftency  of  behaviour,  not  to  be  de- 
fended. The  fenfe  of  this,  greatly  affected 
me;  infomuch,  that  for  two  years  pad,  I 
have  declined  all  difcharge  of  duty.  But 
then,  to  turn  my  livings  into  a  lay  eftate, 
appeared  highly  difhonourable ;  you  may 
guefs  my  feelings ;  my  health  was  fenlibly 
affected ;  at  laft,  it  became  a  point  of  ne- 
ceffity  for  me  to  refign.  You,  therefore, 
may  be  fatisfied,  that  I  claim  no  merit  from 
this  facriiice.  1  only  fought  relief  from  my 
anxiety ;  and,  I  thank  God,  I  have  found 
it;  this  ftep  having  perfeclJy  reflored  my 
wonted  tranquility  of  mind. 

"  With  refpect  to  my  future  courfe  of 
life,  in  whLh  you  fo  kindly  intereit  your- 
feli,  I  have  planned  one.  of  fuch  a  kind,  as, 
I  think,  will  belt  enable  me  to  difeharse, 
with  feif  complacency,   the  peculiar  duties 

which 
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which  I  apprehend  my felf  indifpenfibly  cal- 
led upon  to  perform.  As  a  fcheme,  fubor-* 
dinate  to  this,  I  propofe  to  proceed  in  taking 
pupils  at  Cambridge  or  at  London,  as  mall 
feem  mofl  likely  to  be  productive  of  fuccefs. 
And  herein  I  mall  be  obliged  by  your,  and 

Mr. 's  kind  offices,  if  opportunity 

fhall  be  afforded  of  exerting  them.  This 
employment,  with  the  afiiftance  of  a  name- 
lefs  friend,  will,  I  truft,  prevent  my  cir- 
cumftances  from  being  diflreffing.  Preca- 
rious they  mud  unavoidably  be,  but  I  do 
not  repine  at  the  condition  of  my  lot.  If 
other  plans  mould  be  propofed  by  friends, 
which  tend  to  accelerate  the  completion  of 
what  I  chiefly  aim  at,  I  mall  think  it  a  mat- 
ter of  duty  to  embrace  them." 

In  a  letter  to  another  friend,  dated  a  few 
days  after  the  foregoing,  (October  26th, 
1775)  he  has  fome  further  obfervations  on 
his  then  prefent  fituation.  "  I  look  upon 
advice,"  fays  he,  "  as  one  of  the  mod  va- 
luable adjuncts  to  friendly  intercourfe  j  and, 
therefore,  am  much  obliged  by  your  hints 
refpecting  my  future  conduct:,  and  hope  you 
will  repeat  them  whenever  occafion  fhall  ap- 
pear. 
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pear.  The  reafons  of  my  refignation,  I  find, 
are  now  pretty  generally  known.  I  will 
endeavour  always  to  act  fo  as  will  evidence 
a  fervent  affection  to  the  gofpel,  and  zeal 
for  the  caufe  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
I  am  fenfible,  that  as  I  have  expreffed  myfelf 
fully  with  regard  to  the  tories,  I  {hall  feel 
their  vengeance.  This  place  fwarms  with 
them ;  and  on  the  fifth  of  November,  when 
the  new  vice-chancellor  preaches,  I  fuppofe 
we  mall  have  fome  hint  of  their  intentions. 
If  you  look  into  the  fifth  volume  of  bifhop 
Sherlock's  fermons,  juft  published,  you  will 
fee  the  true  adverfary  of  Hoadly  in  the  firft 
of  them,  but  he  did  not  live  in  worfe  times 
than  thefe.  I  am  not  offended  with  the 
tories,  they  act  according  to  their  nature ; 
the  proftitute  whigs  offend  me  more,  and 
the  (lumbering  whigs  moft  of  all." 

Mr.  Jebb  adopted,  in  his  own  cafe,  that 
condu&  which  he  had  ftrongly  approved  in 
Mr.  Lindfey.  And  accordingly,  publiihed, 
in  the  month  of  November,  "  A  fhort  ftate 
of  the  reafons  for  his  late  refignation.  To 
which  are  added,  occafional  obfervations, 
and  a  letter  to  the  right  rev.  the  bimop  of 

Norwich," 
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Norwich. "  Three  editions  of  thefe  meets 
were  printed  in  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks ;  but 
as  they  form  a  very  valuable  part  of  the 
prefent  work,  the  reader  will  judge  of  them 
for  himfelf :  needing  only  to  be  told  of  the 
notice  taken  of  them,  by  the  adverfary,  to 
whofe  writings  he  is  alfo  referred,  if  he  be 
difpofed  to  purfue  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Jebb  ftill  remained  at  Cambridge, 
and  probably  would  have  corftinued  to  have 
done  fo,  had  not  his  opponents  carried  their 
refentments  to  the  cutting  off  the  fources 
of  his  fupport  there.  The  few  months  he 
flayed  in  the  univerfity,  were,  however,  em- 
ployed in  her  fervice  in  forwarding  the  great 
queftion  of  annual  examinations;  but  his  hav- 
ing relinquifhed  his  fituation  in  the  efra- 
blifhed  church  tended  greatly,  as  it  mould 
feem,    to  defeat  its  fuccefs. 

About  the  latter  end  of  December,  he  re- 
printed, with  alterations,  "  An  addrefs  to 
the  members  of  the  fenate,"  *  followed  by 
the  fame  proportions  he  had  before  pre- 

fented, 

*  It  was  firft  printed,  as  before  ftated,  (p.  &),)  the 
22d  of  March  1775,  but  for.  this  corrected  copy,  fee 
vol.  ii.  p.  371 — 390. 
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fented,  and  which  had  been  loft  by  one  voice 
in  the  black-hood  houfe,  on  the  28th  of 
October,  1774, 

This  addrefs  was  printed,  like  the  former 
ones,  for  the  deliberate  and  difpaffionate 
consideration  of  that  body,  who  were  to  de« 
termine  upon  the  expediency  of  the  pro- 
pofal,  in  whole,  or  in  part.  And  when  the 
feafonable  opportunity  feemed  to  be  arrived 
for  the  final  re-fubmifTion  of  the  fcheme, 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  fen  ate,  the  following 
notice  was  printed  and  circulated  in  the 
univerfity,  dated  Cambridge,  February  the 
21ft,  1776. 

"  The  vice-chancellor  having  intimated, 
that  a  congregation  will  be  held  upon  mon- 
day  the  26th  initant  in  the  afternoon ;  and 
that  if  any  grace,  which  requires  a  fecond 
congregation,  mould  then  pais  the  caput, 
fuch  congregation  v/ill  be  held  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  iublequent  day  :  Mr.  Jebb  de- 
clares his  intention  of  propobng  the  follow- 
ing graces  to  the  caput  on  the  hrir.  of  thofe 
days. 

1.  "  Cum  nobis  vitio  vertatur,  permag- 
nam  juventutis  academics  partem  ad  edenda 
progress  fui  in  bonis  Uteris  teftimonia  nun- 
quam  vocari; 

"  Placeat 


(      H2      ) 

*'  Placeat  vobis,  ut  omnes  nobiles,  ftobi- 
lium  nlii*  &  focio-commenfales,  poft  diem 
quintum  Julii  in  anno  currente  admifii,  ex- 
amination! vel  examinationibus,  tempore  at- 
que  modo  a  vobis  ftatuendis,  fubjiciantur. 

2*  "  Cum  reipublica?  noftrae  plurimum 
interefle  videatur,  ut  unam  vel  alteram  ex- 
aminationem  juvenes  fubeant  academici,  pri- 
ufquam  in  fcholis  publicis  verfenturj 

"  Placeat  vobis,  ut  omnes  penfionarii  et 
fizatores,  pofb  diem  quintum  Julii  in  anno 
currente  admifli,  ejufmodi  examinationi  vel 
examinationibus,  tempore  atque  modo  a 
vobis  ftatuendis,  fubjiciantur. 

"  If  both,  or  either  of  the  preceding  graces, 
mould  be  approved  by  the  fuffrages  of  the 
fenate  upon  their  fecond  reading  on  tuefday 
afternoon,  Mr.  Jebb  will  propofe  the  plan 
contained  in  his  laft  printed  addrefs,  unlefs 
he  mail  be  allured,  that  a  plan  will  be  pro- 
pofed  by  any  other  member  of  the  fenate, 
within  a  reafonable  time." 
Cambridge,  "Feb.  21,  1776. 

Upon  this  occafion,  he  wrote  to  a  friend 
the  next  day,  in  a  manner  which  fufficiently 
proves,    if  proof  were  wanting,    that   he 

a&ed 
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acted  from  a  fenfe  of  honour  and  duty  -}  and 
that  he  had  formed  a  pretty  accurate  judg- 
ment of  the  return  he  mould  meet  with. 
"  I  have  had  great  vexation,"  fays  he,  "  and 
expect  more ;  but  every  principle  requires 
me  to  go  on  with  this  bufinefs.  I  muft 
make  this  laft  trial,  though  the  adverfary 
hopes  to  bring  me  to  great  fhame,  and  has 
igianaged  the  congregations  accordingly;  and 
our  friends,  who  are  a  clear  majority,  will 
probably  defert  me  -,  but  I  mail  retire  from 
the  queftion  with  an  eafy  mind,  whatever 
be  the  event :   *  liberavi  animam  meam.' 

"  When  I  firft  applied  for  a  congregation, 
the  vice-chancellor  intimated  I  could  pre- 
fent  no  graces,  having  loft  my  vote  by  the 
following  ftatute ; 

"  De  oppugnatoribus  ecclefia?  anglicans, 
1603. 

"  Placeat  vobis,  ut  quicunque  doctrinam 
vel  difciplinam  ecclefia?  anglicana?,  vel  ejus 
partem  aliquam  legibus  publicis  ftabilitam, 
fcriptis,  vel  diesis,  vel  quocunque  modo  in 
academia  Cantabrigian  oppugnaverit,  ab  omni 
gradu  fufcipiendo  excludatur,  et  a  fuicepto 
fufpendatur  ipfo  facto." 
mem.  I  On 
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On  the  26th  of  February,  the  two  graces 
(printed  in  the  laft- mentioned  circular  paper 
of  the  2 1  ft  inftant)  paffed  the  caput;  but 
were  rejected  by  the  non-regent  houfe,  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day. 

From  a  letter  written  to  a  friend  in  the 
morning  of  that  day,  it  further  appears,  that 
Mr.  Jebb  feems  to  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  the  probable  ifTue  of  the  approaching 
trial ;  but  as  it  goes  alfo  to  the  accounting  for 
it,  which  is  a  more  material  circumflance,  it  is 
more  particularly  deferving  our  notice.  "  The 
graces  will  be  loft  this  afternoon,  although 
there  is  a  considerable  majority  of  refident 
members  in  their  favour.     The  bifhops,  it  is 
fa-id,  at  the  remonftrance  of  Hurd,  have  turn- 
ed round;  and  the  daftardJy  friends  are  run- 
ning out  of  the  univerfity  as  if  from  a  plague. 
They   give  every  reafon   but  the  true  one, 
which  feems  to  be  the  fear  of  being  caught 
in  my  company.     I  have  written  fully  my 
fentiments  to  the  duke  of  Grafton  :  and,  in 
tolerably  tough  language,  afcribed  the  event 
to  the  true  caufe.     I  ycfterday  prefented  the 
graces  to  the  caput,  the  vice-chancellor  made 
no  objection  at  the  time  of  prefentment ;  he 

behaved 
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behaved  like  a  tory,  and  I  gave  him  a  drefT- 
ing,  and  publicly  charged  him  with  his  in- 
tolerant declaration  about  my  degree  :  which 
many  have  affected  not  to  believe.     One  of 
the  caput  afked  me,  whether  I  did  or  did 
not  put  the  paragraph   and    the   paper  into 
the  St.  James's  chronicle,   (which  another's 
friendihip   inferted.)      I  replied,    that   the 
caput  was  not  met  upon  fuch  queftions  -,  that 
he  had  no  right  to  afk  it,  and  I  would  not 
anfwer  it.     We  had  many  altercations.     I 
was  pretty  well  fatigued,  and  am  glad  the 
buiinefs  is  fo  near  to  completion.     Lambert 
is  very  indignant  at  the  unparalleled  ill-treat- 
ment I  have  received  from  the  friends  of  the 
caufe.   The  bifhops  were  never  hearty ;  they 
fell  in  with  the  language  of  the  public  while 
with  us,  and  when  the  public  began  to  grow 
tired,  they  turned  to  their  natural  temper 
and  abhorrence  of  reformation.     After  hav- 
ing declared  my  intention,  above  a  year  ago, 
to  bring  on  this  queftion,  and  after  my  new 
destination,  and  the  vice-chancellor's  menace 
about  my  degree,  it  becomes  me  to  bring  it 
on  again.     The  bifhop  of  Carlifle  is  frm 
and  fteady,  not  afraid  of  being  found  in  a 

I  2  minority. 


(     n6     ) 

minority.  Dr.  Watfon  alfo  fupports  us, 
much  to  his  credit,  as  does  Dr.  Plumptre  of 

ueen  s. 

The  fequel  of  this  bufinefs  mall  be  ex- 
tracted from  another  letter,  dated  February 
the  29th,  two  days  after  the  expected  rejection 
of  the  graces.  "  The  bifhops  being  con- 
verted by  their  brother  Hurd,"  fays  he,  "  at 
leaft  twenty  of  our  friends  deferted  me  on 
the  day  of  trial,  and  left  me  with  twenty- 
five  againft  thirty-nine;  yet,  I  repent  not ; 
I  have  teftified  the  principles  of  a  proteftant 
and  a  whig,  and  am  confident  the  ungene- 
rous treatment  I  have  received  from  our 
friends,  (for  of  enemies  I  complain  not)  will 
do  more  injury  to  the  caufe  of  orthodoxy, 
than  they  are  aware  of.  The  vice-chancel- 
lor received  my  graces  without  an  hint  about 
his  former  menace,  which  I  reminded  him 
of,  in  the  prefence  of  his  brethren,  in  order 
to  fhame  him.  He  was  too  wife  to  prefs 
his  point,  though  it  is  unlikely  that  the  in- 
famous flatute  will  be  aboliihed.  I  have 
had  hints  of  notice  being  taken  by  higher 
authority ;  but  I  difregard  all  apprehenfions 
of  this  fort.     I  have  now  done  all  in  the 

univerfity, 
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univerfity,  that  I  can  do;  greek  Teftament 
lectures  are  flopped  for  want  of  attendants, 
and  my  friends  will  not  fupport  me  in  the 
bufinefs  of  examinations ;  though  unfuccefT- 
ful,  I  am  not  out  of  humour  with  the 
event. 

"  Four  heads  of  houfes  deferted  us,  and, 
together  with  their  dependants,  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon   to  vote,  by  any  intrea- 

ties." 

Thus,  by  an  unprincipled  and  cowardly 
defection,  the  queftions  relating  to  academi- 
cal difcipline  were,  at  laft,  betrayed  by  their 
friends,  rather  than  loft  by  the  fuperior 
power  of  their  enemies.  A  reflection,  as 
unfavourable  to  their  future  revival  with 
better  fuccefs,  as  though  they  had  been  out- 
voted by  a  large  majority  of  open  and  de- 
termined enemies.  What  was  faid  to  my 
friend  on  this  occafion,  may  be  repeated 
here ;  and  the  want  of  a  better  account  may 
be  lamented,  while  only  thefe  pages  are  left 
to  recite  it.  "  The  public,  I  am  perfuad- 
ed,"  faid  a  friend,  "  would  gratefully  rejoice 
in  a  regular,  fuccincl,  and  chronological  ac- 
count of  your  feveral  propofals  for  annual 

I  3  examinations, 
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examinations,  the  proceedings  of  the  fyndi- 
cate,  &c.  &c.  and  if  you  had  leifure  to  ar- 
range your  materials,  out  of  the  chaos  which 
you  may  have  before  you,  fuch  a  work 
would  be  a  valuable  legacy  at  the  clofe  of 
your  efforts  in  behalf  of  chriflianity,  and 
literature  in  Cambridge ;  and  would  afford 
a  good  opportunity  to  have  a  word  or  two 
at  parting." 

Mr.  Jebb's  feceffion  from  the  eftablillied 
church  afforded  a  momentary  triumph  to  the 
enemies  of  academical  reformation  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  was  made  to  operate,  in  a  cer- 
tain degree,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  great 
queftion  he  had  repeatedly  moved  there,  in 
the  concluding  fcene  of  that  bufinefs.  His 
"  Short  ftate  of  the  reafons  for  his  resigna- 
tion," was  attacked  from  the  univerlity  pul- 
pit. One  gentleman,  in  his  zeal  for  ecclefi- 
aftical  difcipline  and  regimen,  exprefled  an 
ardent  widi  to  fee  the  convocation  revived. 
There  were  not  wanting  others,  however, 
who  defended  the  principles  of  religious  li- 
berty from  the  fame  place.     The  courfe  of  a 

v  months  produced  an  anonymous  tracl, 

which, 
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which,  from  its  title,  appeared  to  be  directed 
againft.  his  integrity  as  a  man,  rather  than 
againft  his  reafons  as  a  christian.  'Till  his 
reiignation  took  place,  the  common  cry  in 
the  mouths  of  certain  impatient  intolerants 
was,  '*  why  don't  you  refign  your  prefer- 
ments ?"  And  no  fooner  did  he  follow  his 
convictions,  by  relinquishing  his  fituation  in 
the  church,  to  the  apparent  injury  of  his 
temporal  intereft,  than  he  was  addreffed  in 
the  uncandid  language,  of  "  Refignation  no 
proof,"  which  was  the  leading  title  of  "  A 
letter  to  Mr.  Jebb,  with  occasional  remarks 
on  his  fpirit  of  proteftantifm."  * 

In  refpedt  to  the  merit  of  this  piece,  ht 
it  be  eflimated  by  different  perfons,  accord- 

I  4  ing 

*  After  fome  fhort  time,  this  tract  had  prefixed  to  it 
the  name  of  the  reverend  Edward  Tew,  M.A.  late  fel- 
low of  King's  college,  Cambridge,  and  was  announced 
to  have  reached  "  the  fecond  edition  :"  but  as  every 
literal  error  is  precifely  the  fame  in  both,  and  even  the 
title-page  is  placed  in  it  by  the  help  of  the  pafte-brufh, 
there  is  more  than  prefumptive  evidence,  that  the  de- 
mands of  the  public  were  abundantly  fatisfied  with  one 
imprefllon  ;  and,  admitting  the  fact,  which,  by  the  bye, 
is  unqueflionable,  this  kind  of  craft  deferves  the  fevere 
reprehenfion,  befitting  a  difingenuous  impofition  upon 
the  public. 
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ing  as  each  mall  fee  caufe  of  praife  or  blame, 
whenever  they  fhall  be  difpofed  to  read  it. 
To  many  it  appeared  trifling,  affecting  nei- 
ther the  argument  of  Mr.  Jebb's  pamphlet, 
nor  the  rectitude  of  his  conduct.  What  its 
friends  may  have  thought  of  it,  it  has  not 
fallen  in  the  way  of  the  writer  of  thefe  me- 
moirs to  hear,  although  he  has  many  inti- 
mate and  friendly  communications  withfome 
greatly- refpeeted  characters  among  thofe, 
who  think,  very  differently  from  him  on  many 
religious  fubjects. 

But  the  foregoing  gentleman  was  not  the 
only  public  correfpondent  of  our  author; 
there  was  another  who  confidered  his  refig- 
nation  as  "  an  indifputable  proof  of  his  fince- 
rity;"  and  was  difpofed  to  view  that  act,  its 
caufes,  and  its  confequences,  in  a  very  different 
light  from  that  in  which  Mr.  Tew  had  placed 
them.  The  title  at  large  wTas,  "  A  letter  to 
the  rev.  John  Jebb,  M.A.  occafioned  by  his 
Short  view."  However  equal  the  organs  of 
intellectual  vifion  in  thefe  two  correfpon- 
dents  may  be,  they  looked  through  fuch 
very  different  mediums,  that  each  placed 
his  object  at  an  irreconcilable  diftance  from 

the 
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the  other.  It  might  feem  an  invidious  tafk 
to  apportion  their  refpe&ive  meafure  of 
agreement  with  reafon,  and  with  fcripture. 

After  various  plans  in  refpect  to  Mr. 
Jebb's  future  profeffion  and  employment,  as 
the  means  of  an  honourable  livelihood,  he 
finally  fettled  in  the  ftudy  of  phyfic  :  but  in 
all  the  various  fchemes,  which  were  fug- 
geded  by  himfelf,  or  his  friends,  he  con- 
fidered  his  future  ufefulnefs,  and  wimed 
only  for  a  moderate  competency. 

His  medical  defignation  was  propofed  by 
his  relation,  Dr.  (now  fir)  Richard  Jebb, 
and  determined  upon  at  his  inftance  and  re- 
commendation, accompanied  by  his  unli- 
mited promife  of  profeflional  fupport.  No 
fooner  had  this  propofal  been  made  and  ap- 
proved, than  Mr.  Jebb  attended  Dr  Co- 
lignon's  anatomical  leclures  at  Cambridge, 
while  yet  he  continued  to  give  lectures  him- 
lelf  in  mathematics  and  natural  philoibphy, 
and  to  give  his  wonted  attention  to  the  in- 
tereflofthe  univerfity. 

The  fummer  months  of  this  year  he  fpent 
partly  at  Cambridge,  and  partly  with  his 

friends 
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friends  in  Huntingdonshire  and  Middlefex. 
On  the  third  of  September  he  finally  left 
Cambridge,  after  a  refidence  there,  almoft 
uninterrupted,  of  twenty-  two  years .  When, 
after  all  his  difappointments,  hard-treat- 
ment, may  I  not  fay,  ill-ufage,  he  left  it, 
*'  without  being  at  variance  with  a  fingle 
perfon."  He  affectionately  took  leave  of 
every  acquaintance  in  the  place,  and  many 
parted  from  him  with  deep  regret,  who  had 
never  contributed  to  advance  his  ufefulnefs 
or  to  reward  his  merit  while  refident  among 
them. 

In  the  month  of  September  1776,  he  came 
to  London,  and  fettled  in  a  houfe  in  Craven- 
flreet.  Here  he  alfo  gave  lectures  in  the 
greek  Teftament,  to  two  young  gentlemen, 
while  he  proceeded  in  the  fludy  of  phyfic ; 
he  added  alfo  to  his  unceafing  application, 
a  regular  attendance  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
hofpital  as  a  pupil  of  Dr.  William  Pitcairn. 
"  Hard  work,  but  on  the  whole  not  un- 
pleafing,"  as  he  expreiled  himfelf  in  a  letter 
to  me  at  that  time.  After  he  was  perfuaded 
to  direct  his  application  to  medicine,  he 
fpoke  of  it,  with  his  ufual  moderate  expec- 
tation, 
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tation,  and  yet  that  expectation  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  animate  his  labours  :  "  you  may 
probably  have  heard  of  my  phyfical  defti- 
nation,  a  circumitance,  fays  he,  which  gives 
me  the  hope  of  eating  independant  bread." 

The  beginning  of  the  following  month, 
while  yet  barely  fettled  in  his  new  fitu- 
ation,  and  entering  on  his  medical  novi- 
tiate, occupied  in  labour  and  folitude,  he 
fell  ill  of  a  violent  fever,  wfrich  he  caught 
from  a  patient  in  the  hofpital ;  and  which 
confined  him  to  his  bed  fourteen  days. 

The  mind  of  Mr.  Jebb  was  never  unem- 
ployed, even  in  the  bufieft  fcenes  of  active 
life ;  but  licknefs  naturally  difpofes  the  beft 
of  men  to  look  more  accurately  into  the 
ftate  of  their  own  temper,  and  deiigns. 
This  opportunity  was  not  loft,  but  improved 
by  Mr.  Jebb ;  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  we 
derive  advantage  from  affliction,  andjuftify 
the  ways  of  God  to  man,  in  that  fine  ob- 
fervation  of  the  author  of  the  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews;  "  whom  the  Lord  loveth,  he 
chafteneth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom 
he  receiveth."  Among  other  refoluiions 
entered  into,    on  this  occafton,    as  I  find 

them 


(        124       ) 

them  in  a  private  book,  which  had  been 
feen  by  no  human  eye  but  his  own,  the  fol- 
lowing do  fo  accurately  exprefs  his  ufual 
mind  and  habits,  that  I  tranferibe  them,  not 
only  becaufe  they  well  correfpond  with  his 
ufual  courfe  of  life,  but  may  fuggeft  to 
others,  the  pleafing  and  rational  confolations 
pf  found  religion  and  good  morals. 

i.  "  Employ  the  whole  of  every  funday 
in  facred  ftudy-*,in  reading  Hartley,  Taylor, 
and  other  books,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  piety 
and  morality  prevails. 

2.  "  Pay  particular  attention  to  every  de- 
claration that  bears  the  flighteft  appearance 
of  a  promife.  And  let  me  facredly  attend 
to  every  engagement,  even  of  the  moil  trivial 
kind. 

3.  "  Let  me  be  feduioufly  attentive,  upon 
proper  occafions,  to  every  perfon  who  has 
{hewn  me  kindnefs.  And  omit  not  the  per- 
formance of  the  moft  trifling  circumftancc 
that  may  give  a  benefador  pleafure. 

4.  "  Let  me  read  Hartley  on  ambition  ; 
and  the  proper  and  primary  purfuits  of  man 
be  diligently  fludied. 

5.  "  Remember,  if  it  pleafe  God  that  I 

obtain 
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obtain  a  competency  by  my  profeflion,  my 
great  work  and  duty  is,  to  ftudy  critically 
the  fcriptures. 

6.  "  Let  me  never  be  induced,  by  the  well- 
meaning  expreflions  of  good- will  from  my 
friends,  to  think  higher  of  myfelf  than  as  a 
creature  who  has  been  exceedingly  weak; 
and  as  one,  to  whom  God  has  (hewn  un- 
common instances  of  mercy.  Let  not  the 
voice  of  humility  be  on  my  tongue,  but  the 
real  effence  of  it  in  my  hearfc  Read  Hart- 
ley, and  attend  to  Hoadly's  and  other  forms 
of  prayer,  as  neceffity  or  opportunity  mail 


fuggeft. 


7.  "  Strive  to  acquire  chriftian  ftoicifm, 
to  this  purpofe  read  with  the  fcriptures,  the 
works  of  Antoninus  and  Epictetus. 

8.  "  Speak  the  truth.  Lie  not  through 
fear  of  man's  refentment,  nor  feek  the  favour 
of  any  by  difguilmg,  or  foftening  my  fenti- 
ments." 

About  three  months  after  his  recovery 
from  this  fever,  and  when  he  had  refumed, 
and  was  ardently  purfuing  his  new  itudies, 
he  expreffed  his  fatisfaction,  in  his  engage- 
ment and  profpecls,  in  a  private  letter,  which 

I  remember 
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I  remember  to  have  read  with  the  ereatefi: 
pleafure.  "  I  am,"  faid  he,  "  very  happy 
in  my  new  plan.  I  receive  great  civilities, 
and  encouragement  from  feveral  worthy 
perfons,  who  may  promote  my  intereft  here- 
after -,  and  thus  I  may  be  enabled  to  obtain 
a  competency,  which  will  give  me  the 
power  of  my  own  time,  a  power  I  have 
never  yet  enjoyed.  The  caufe  of  chriftia- 
nity  is  uppermoft  in  my  mind,  to  that  and 
the  caufe  of  rivil  liberty,  I  hope,  while 
life  remains,  I  fhall  never  be  infenfible." 

How  clofely  he  applied,  let  a  part  of  an- 
other of  his  own  familiar  and  confidential 
letters  fpeak.  "  Although,"  fays  he,  "  I 
am  tardy  in  my  acknowledgments,  yet  you 
are  not  to  conclude  that  either  my  zeal  for 
the  beft  of  caufes,  or  my  regard  for  yourfelf, 
is  diminished  by  the  avocations  of  my  new 
profeffion.  While  I  was  free  and  difengaged 
from  its  cares,  I  was  attentive  to  the  rules 
of  ftricteft  punctuality  in  my  correfpon- 
dences.  I  trull:  the  affection  of  my  friends 
is  fuch,  that  they  will  not  be  offended,  or 
think  I  flight  their  valuable  communications, 
when  I  delay  my  anfwer  to  them.     The  fact 

is, 
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is,  that  both  principle  and  neceffity  oblige 
me  to  work  very  hard,  and  when  the  time 
of  relaxation  arrives,  my  fpirits  require  an 
abfolute  reft;  fo  that  when  I  have  really 
leifure  to  write,  the  ability  is  denied  me : 
but,  that  you  may  fee  this  is  not  always  the 
cafe,  I  write  now ;  and  as  funday  is  a  day, 
on  which  I  make  a  point  of  abftaining  from 
all  profane  ftudies,  you  are  to  conceive  that  I 
mall  not  be  unmindful  of  what  you  fend  me. 
I  fay  this  in  order  to  prevent  you  from  fup- 
poiing  that  I  never  employ  myfelf  in  my 
former  purfuits." 

After  an  interval  of  fome  months,  he 
again  wrote ;  "  I  am  now  in  my  forty-fecond 
year,  and  my  preparation  for  my  profeftion 
not  gone  through,  and,  therefore,  am  much 
engaged.  Not  that  I  am  anxious  about  my 
fuccefs  in  it;  far  otherwife.  I  have  met 
with  fo  many  kindneffes,  that  my  fituation 
has  been  rendered  far  eafier  than  I  could 
have  hoped,  and  my  utmoft  views  are  mode- 
rate ;  but  you,  who  know  me,  know  that  I 
attend  to  things  with  fome  degree  of  energy 
while  they  are   before  me,  and,  indeed,   I 

mould 
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{hould   be  highly  blamable  if  I  did  other- 
wile. 

In  illustration  of  this  account,  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  fay  that  he  attended,  in  the 
compafs  of  this  year,  (1777)  two  courfes  of 
Dr.  Hunter's  anatomical  lectures,  and  the 
difTections ;  Mr.  Pott's  lectures  at  the  hof- 
pital  j  Dr.  Fordyce's  le&ures  on  chymiftry ; 
and  Mr.  Falkner's  phyfiological  lectures ; 
belides  ftudying  botany,  and  attending  St. 
Bartholomew's  hofpital  throughout  the 
year. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1777,  he 
received  his  diploma  of  do&or  of  phyilc, 
from  the  univerfity  of  St.  Andrew  in  Scot- 
land; his  medical  recommendation  having 
been  figned  by  four  gentlemen  of  the  faculty, 
of  the  firft  diftinction  and  eminence  in  Lon- 
don. And  he  was  admitted  licentiate  by 
the  college  of  phyficians,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  June  following. 

When  Dr.  Prieftley  published  his  "  Doc- 
trine of  philoforhical  neceflity,"  in  the  au- 
tumn 1777,  which  forms  the  fecond  volume 
of  his  "  Difijuifitions  on  matter  and  fpirit," 

he 


(     i29     ) 

he  dedicated  it  to  Dr.  Jebb.  Nor  fhould  I 
have  thought  it  neceffary  to  have  dwelt  upon 
this  circumltance,  but  for  the  fake  of  ex- 
hibiting the  fimilarity  and  connection  of  two 
great  minds,  uniformly  and  mutually  acting 
under  the  influence  of  the  belt  principles  to 
be  derived  from  the  ftudy  of  true  religion 
and  philofophy.  The  dedication  itfelf  con- 
tains much  fine  reafoning,  and  holds  forth 
fentiments,  peculiarly  becoming  one  difrin- 
guimed  chriftian  philofopher  to  deliver  to 
another.  I  will  frankly  own,  that  I  have 
read  this  dedication  frequently,  but  never 
without  delight  and  improvement.  Some- 
thing may  be  allowed  for  my  perfonal  efteem 
and  friendmip  for  the  parties,  but  I  think  a 
flranger  to  the  character  of  both,  (if  fuch 
an  one  there  be)  will  not  be  infeniible  to  its 
beauties  or  effect.  Under  this  perfuafion,  I 
have  inferted  it  in  a  note,  *   and  though  it 

mould 

*    TO     JOHN     JEBB,     M.D. 
DEAR.    SIR, 


« 


:<  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you  will  permit  me  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  perpetuating,    as   far  as  I  am  able,   the 

very 
MEM,  K 
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mould  fail  to  approve  itfelf  alike  to  all,  nei- 
ther much  time  will  be  wafted  in  the  peru- 
fal,  nor  much  paper  in  the  printing  of  it. 

Dr. 

very  high  regard  that  I  entertain  for  a  perfon  who  has 
diftinguifhed  himfelf,  as  you  have  done,  by  an  attachment 
to  the  unadulterated  principles  of  chriftianity,  how  un- 
popular foever  they  may  have  become  through  the  pre- 
judices of  the  weak  or  the  interefted  part  of  mankind, 
and  who  has  made  the  facrifice  that  you  have  made  to 
the  caufe  of  truth  and  the  rights  of  confcience. 

"  I  think  myielf  happy  in  concurring,  as  I  hope, 
with  your  ardent  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  in  their  full  extent;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  to 
ac"l  as  you  have  done,  is  the  proper  method  that  a  chrif- 
tian  ought  to  take  in  order  to  promote  it.  It  is  our  bu- 
finefs,  whenever  called  upon,  to  bear  our  teftimony  to 
whatever  we  apprehend  to  be  truth  and  right,  upon  no 
occafion  to  fwerve  from  our  real  principles,  (which 
would  be  equivalent  to  denying  Chrift,  or  being  afhamed 
of  him,  and  his  caufe,  before  men)  whether  we  fee  that 
any  good  will  refult  from  what  we  may  fuffer  by  fuch  a 
profeflion,  or  not.  We  ought  to  content  ourfelves  with 
acting  under  the  exprefs  orders  of  one  who  is  the  proper 
judge  of  what  is  expedient  for  his  intereft  and  his  church, 
as  well  as  for  our  happinefs ;  and  we  may  reft  aflured, 
that  we  can  only  fuftain  a  temporary  lofs  by  fuch  an 
implicit,  but  reafonable  obedience. 

"  Could  we  only,  my  friend,  expand  our  minds  fully 
to  conceive,  and  a&  up  to,  the  great  principle  alTerted 
in  this  treatife,  of  the  truth  of  which  we  are  both  of  us 
convinced*  nothing  more  would  be  wanting  to  enable 

us 
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Dr.  Jebb,  from  his  univerfal  learning,  and 
from  his  philofophical  mind,  entered  on  the 
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us  to  exert  this,  and  every  other  effort  of  true  greatnefs 
of  mind. 

"  We  ourfelves,  complex  as  the  ftructure  of  our 
minds,  and  our  principles  of  action  are,  are  links  in 
a  great  connected  chain,  parts  of  an  immenfe  whole,  a 
very  little  of  which  only  we  are  as  yet  permitted  to  fee, 
but  from  which  we  collect  evidence  enough,  that  the 
whole  fyftem  (in  which  we  are,  at  the  fame  time,  both 
inftruments  and  objects)  is  under  an  unerring  direction, 
and  that  the  final  refult  will  be  moft  glorious  and,happy« 
Whatever  men  may  intend,  or  execute,  all  their  defigns, 
and  all  their  actions,  are  fubject  to  the  fecret  influence 
and  guidance  of  one  who  is  neceflarily  the  beft  judge  of 
what  will  moft  promote  his  own  excellent  purpofes.  To 
him,  and  in  his  works,  all  feeming  difcord  is  real  har- 
mony, and  all  apparent  evil,  ultimate  good. 

"  This  world,  we  fee,  is  an  admirable  nurfery  for 
great  minds.  Difficulties,  oppofition,  perfecution,  and 
evils  of  every  other  form,  are  the  neceffary  inftruments 
by  which  they  are  made,  and  even  the  captain  of  our 
falvation,  was  himfelf  made  perfect  through  fufFering. 
A  mixture  of  pleafing  events  does,  likewife,  contribute 
to  the  fame  end;  but  of  the  due  proportions  iri  this 
mixture  we  are  no  judges.  Confidering,  however,  in 
whofe  hands  are  the  feveral  ingredients  of  the  cup  of 
mortal  life,  we  may  beaflured  that  it  will  never  be  more 
bitter,  than  will  be  neceflary,  to  make  it,  in  the  very 
higheft  degree,  falutary, 

"  You  and  I,  fir,  rejoice  in  the  belief,  that  the  whole 
human  race  are  under  the  fame  wholefome  difcipline, 

and 


(     *32     ) 

ftudy  of  his  profcilion  with  fingular  advan- 
tages y  but  although  "  he  began,"  as  a  truly- 
great 

and  that  they  will  all  certainly  derive  the  moft  valuable 
advantages  from  it,  though  in  different  degrees,  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  and  at  different  periods ;  that  even  the  per- 
fecutors  are  only  giving  the  precedence  to  the  perfecuted, 
and  advancing  them  to  a  much  higher  degree  of  per- 
fection and  happinefs  ;  and  that  they  muft  themfelves, 
for  the  fame  benevolent  purpofe,  undergo  a  more  fevere 
difcipline  than  that  which  they  are  the  means  of  admi- 
niftering  to  others. 

<c  With  this  per fuafion,  we  cannot  but  confider  every 
being,  and  every  thing,  in  a  favourable  light.  Every 
perfon  with  whom  we  have  any  connection  is  a  friend, 
and  every  event  in  life  is  a  benefit ;  while  God  is  equally 
the  father,  and  the  friend,  of  the  whole  creation. 

"  I  hope,  dear  fir,  we  fhall  always  be  careful  to 
ftrengthen  and  extend  thefe  great  and  juft  views  of  the 
glorious  fyftem  to  which  we  belong.  It  is  only  by 
lofmg  fight  of  thefe  principles  that  we  adopt  mean  pur- 
pofe?, and  become  flaves  to  mean  paffions,  as  alfo  that 
,ire  fubjecl:  to  be  chagrined  and  unhinged  by  fecm- 
ingiy  crofs  accidents  in  life. 

"  So  long  as  we  can  practically  believe  that  there  is  • 
but  one  will  in  the  whole  univerfe,  that  this  one  will, 
exclufive  of  all  chance,  or  the  interference  of  any  other 
will,  difpofes  of  all  things,  even  to  their  minuteft  cir- 
cumftances,  and  always  for  the  befr.  of  purpofes,  it  is 
impoflible  but  that  we  muft  rejoice  in,  and  be  thankful 
for,  all  events,  without  dittinctiun.  And  when  our 
will  and  our  wifhes  fhall  thus  perfectly  coincide  with 
that  of  the  fovereign  difpofer  of  all  things,  whofe  will  is 

always 
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great  and  excellent  man  once  faid,  "  where 
others  often  left  off  3"  yet,  he  was  diffident 
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always  done,  in  earth,  as  well  as  in  heaven,  we  fhall,  in 
fu&,  attain  the  fummit  of  perfection  and  happinefs.  We 
fhall  have  a  kind  of  union  with  God  himfelf ;  his  will 
fhall  be  our  will,  and  even  his  power  our  power ;  bein» 
ever  employed  to  execute  our  wifhes  and  purpofes,  as 
well  as  his;  becaufe  they  will  be,  in  all  refpecls,  the 
fame  with  his. 

"  Thefe  heart-reviving  and  foul -ennobling  views, 
we  cannot,  my  friend,  in  this  imperfect  ftate,  expect  to 
realize  and  enjoy,  except  at  intervals;  but  let  us  make 
it  our  bufihefs  to  make  thefe  happy  feafons  of  philofo- 
phical  and  devout  contemplation  more  frequent,  and  of 
longer  continuance.  Let  them  encroach  more  and  more 
on  the  time  that  we  muft  give  to  the  buftle  of  a  tranfi- 
tory  world;  'till  our  minds  fhall  have  received  fuch  a 
lafting  impreffion,  as  that  its  effect  may  be  felt  even  in 
the  midft  of  the  greatefl  tumult  of  life,  and  infpire  a  fe- 
renity  of  joy,  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 
away. 

"  In  thefe  principles  alone  do  we  find  a  perfect  coin- 
cidence between  true  religion  and  philofophy ;  and  by 
the  help  of  the  latter,  we  are  able  to  demonftrate  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  moral  precepts  of  the  former.  And  the 
more  we  underftand  of  human  nature,  which  is  an  im- 
menfe  field  of  fpeculation,  barely  opened  by  our  revered 
matter,  Dr.  Hartley,  the  more  clearly,  I  doubt  not,  fhall 
we  perceive  how  admirably  is  the  whole  fyftem  of  re- 
vealed religion  adapted  to  the  nature  and  circumftances 
of  mnn,  and  the  better  judges  fhall  we  be  of  that  moft 

important 
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and  diftruftful,    from  his  native  modeilyj 
and    never   confidered   the   fimply    paffing 

through 

Important  branch  of  its  evidence,  which  refults  from 
confidering  the  effects  which  the  iirft  promulgation  of 
it  had  on  the  minds  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  propofed, 
both  jews  and  gentiles.  Let  us  then  ftudy  the  fcrip- 
tures,  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  and  the  theory  of  the  human 
mind,  in  conjunction;  being  fatisfied,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  things,  they  muft,  in  time,  throw  a  great 
and  new  light  upon  each  other. 

"  Permit  me,  dear  fir,  to  flatter  myfelf  that,  as  you 
have  followed  the  great  Dr.  Hartley  in  his  application 
to  theological,  mathematical,  and  philofophical  ftudies, 
and  alfo  in  his  profeflion  of  the  theory  and  practice  of 
medicine,  you  will  ftill  purfue  his  footfteps,  in  applying 
the  elements  of  all  thefe  branches  of  fcience  to  the  far- 
ther inveftigation  of  the  phaenomena  of  the  human  mind, 
which  is  a  great  and  ample  field,  worthy  of  your  fuperior 
talents. 

"  Hoping  to  enjoy  your  communications,  and  valu? 
able  friendfhip,  -together  with  that  of  our  common  and 
moft  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Lindfey,  whofe  views  of  thefe 
things  are  the  fame  with  ours,  and  with  whom,  in  prin- 
ciple and  object,  we  cannot  be  too  ftriclly  united,  and 
that,  mindful  of  the  apoftolical  advice,  we  fhall  always 
confider  one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good 
works. 

"  I  remain,  dear  fir,  your  affectionate  friend,  and 
fellow-labourer, 

J.     PRIESTf,EY:)) 

Calne, 
Aug.  I,  1777, 
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through  profeffional  forms,  as  a  fufficient 
qualification  for  a  confcientious  undertak- 
ing of  the  duties  of  any  ftation.  In  his 
prefent  fituation  he  wifbed  to  complete 
his  two  years  of  probation,  agreeably  to 
the  advice  of  Dr.  Warren,  and  Dr.  R. 
Jebb,  computing  that  time  from  his  firft 
defignation  to  the  profefficn  of  phyfic. 
Therefore,  though  qualified  by  his  gradua- 
tion and  by  cuftom,  he  fufpended  the  com- 
mencement of  praclice  'till  February  the 
fifth,  1778.  Nor  did  he  then  enter  upon  fo 
important  a  bufinefs  without  much  reflec- 
tion, and  many  well-weighed  refolutions. 

As  I  have  the  opportunity  of  drawing 
from  the  authentic  fource  which  has  been 
before  mentioned,  thefe  unequivocal  docu- 
ments of  the  humility  of  his  mind  and  in- 
tegrity of  his  heart,  I  mould  relu&antly  omit 
to  prefent  them  to  my  readers. 

"  I  have  this  day,"  writes  he,  in  his  pri- 
vate book,  (January  the  nth,  1778)  "  com- 
pleted the  probation  of  two  years;  and,  with 
God's  blerling,  have  been  upheld  to  apply 
myfelf  with  ailiduity  the  greateft  portion  of 
it.     I  have  acquired  fo  much  knowledge  as 
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to  perceive  in  how  many  points  I  am  de- 
fective, and  enough,  I  truft,  to  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  that  humility  and  diffidence  in 
my  own  abilities,  which  will  never  forfake 
me,  at  the  fame  time  I  fee  fufficient  encou- 
ragement to  go  on  cheerfully  in  my  pro- 
fellion,  (according  to  Dr.  Fothergili's  ex- 
preffion)  with  "  faith  in  phyfic." 

He  then  proceeds  to  write  down  "  refo- 
lutions  refpecting  his  conduct  in  his  pro- 
feffion."  From  thefe  the  following  are  fe- 
lected : 

1.  "  To  forego  every  advantage  and  every 
profpect  of  fuccefs  in  my  profeffion,  rather 
than  act:  contrary  to  the  three  principles  laid 
down  by  Dr.  Hartley,  as  the  bafis  of  right 
conduct,  viz.  piety,  benevolence,  and  the 
moral  fenfe. 

2.  "  Never  to  make  a  difference  between 
the  rich  and  poor,  but  fo  far  as  relates  to  my 
efforts  to  cure,  to  confider  myfelf  in  equal 
manner,  the  fervant  of  both,  being  very  care- 
ful to  manifeft  the  fame  courtefy,  mildnefs 
of  fpeech,  and  manners,  to  every  individual  I 
may  be  called  upon  to  afiift. 

3.  "  To 
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3.  "  To  guard  continually  againft  deflect- 
ing from  the  proper  line  and  duties  of  my 
profeflion  through  attention  to  ornamental 
branches  of  knowledge  -,  yet,  in  all  points, 
to  act  in  perfect  confiftency  with  my  former 
conduct,  not  abating  in  my  zeal  for  the  caufe 
of  civil  or  religious  liberty ;  nor  facrificing 
my  principles,  even  for  a  moment,  through 
any  views  of  intereft,  of  whatever  nature  they 
may  be,  considering  the  tranfitory  fcene  I  am 


engaged  in.-* 


a 


Let 


*  If  apologies  are  neceflary  for  this  pure  flame  of  pa- 
triotifm,  which  burned  bright  until  the  extinction  of 
life,  what  has  already  been  offered  for  the  poet,  will 
equally  apply  to  every  man  of  a  liberal  education,  and 
an  enlightened  mind. 
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Yet  hence  barbaric  zeal 
His  memory  with  unholy  rage  purfues  ; 
While  from  thefe  arduous  cares  of  public  weal 
She  bids  each  bard  begone,  and  reft  him  with  his  mufe. 
O  fool  !    to  think  the  man  whofe  ample  mind 
Muft  grafp  at  all  that  yonder  ftars  furvey  -s 
Muft  join  the  nobleft  forms  of  ev'ry  kind, 
The  world's  mofr.  perfect  image  todifplay, 
Can  e'er  his  country's  majefty  behold 
Unmov'd  or  cold  ! 
O  fool !   to  deem 

That 
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"  Let  not  him   that   putteth  on  his   ar- 
mour, boafl  like  him  that  putteth  it  off." 

There  is  alfo  added  the  following  refo- 
lution,  which  he  conuantly  obferved,  as  far 
as  came  within  my  own  obiervation.  "  Al- 
ways to  make  memoranda  in  the  patient's, 
room,  according  to  the  plan  fugge fled  by  Dr. 
Heberden,  and  to  keep  an  orderly  book  of 
all  cafes  that   may  fall  under  my  care." 

The  commencement  of  practice,  was,  no 
more  than  the  forms  of  it,  to  exclude  the 
acceflion  of  knowledge,  in  the  eftimationof 
Dr.  Jebb.  While,  therefore,  he  was  ex- 
ercifing  the  art  of  healing,  he  laboured  to 
improve  himfelf  in  thofe  branches  which 
were  to  direct  it  with  greater  fuccefs.  He  ap- 
plied clofely  to  private  ftudyj  and,  this  year, 

again 

That  he,  whofe  thought  muft  vifit  every  theme, 
Whofe  heart  muft  every  ftrong  emotion  know 
By  nature  planted,  or  by  fortune  taught ; 

That  he,   if  haply  fome  prefumptuous  foe, 
With  falfe  ignoble  fcience  fraught, 
Shall  fpurn  at  freedom's  faithful  band  ; 
That  HE  their  dear  defence  will   fhun, 
Or  hide  their  glories  from  the  fun, 

Ordeal  their  vengeance  with  a  woman's  hand  ! 

Akenside, 
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again  attended  Dr.  Hunter's  lectures  both  in 
the  fpring  and  winter  :  the  lectures  of  Mr. 
John  Hunter,  and  Dr.  Higgins ;  he  alfo 
diligently  attended  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpi^ 
tal  from  April  to  October.* 

At  this  time,  while  the  private  friends  of 
Dr.  Jebb  weredefirous  of  extending  his  prac- 
tice, it  is  greatly  to  the  honour  of  many  emi- 
nently and  defervedly  diitingui  fried  names  in 
medicine,  that  they  concurred  in  introduce 
ing  him  into  the  royal  fociety.  His  certi^ 
ficate  which  was  read  on  the  12th  of  No- 
vember, 1778,  had  previoufly  received  fuch 
very  refpectable  fignatures,  as  to  fliew  that 
the  caufe  and  countenance  of  fcience  were 
not  unintereited  in  his  election.  Through 
Vat  obliging  communication  of  Mr.  Planta, 
fecretary  to  that  learned  body,  I  am  able 
to  give  the  names  of  thefe  gentlemen; 
and  have  only  to  regret  that  the  ho- 
nourable 

*  In  a  fmail  pocket  book  in  ufe  for  1778,  I  obferved 
the  following  memorandum.  "  I  fee  pvery  day  more 
and  more,  that  the  art  of  phyfic  may  be  fimplified  like 
divinity,  and  that  names  of  difeafes  muft  in  time  be  for- 
gotten, and  the  whole  of  a  diforder  be  conlklered  as  a 
derangement  in  fome  part  of  the  fyftem,  generally  by 
inflammation,  its  adjuncts  and  confequences," 
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nourable  teftimonyof  many  fubfequent  figna- 
tures,  cannot  be  produced,  not  being  entered 
on  the  books  of  the  fociety.*  After  the 
certificate  had  hung  up  in  the  fociety's  meet- 
ing room  the  flatutable  time,  Dr.  Jebb  was 
ele'led  a  feliow  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1779.  It  has  alfo  been  further  obferved  to 
me,  that  though  upwards  of  one  hundred 
members  were  prefent,  it  was  very  feldom 
that  a  candidate  came  fo  near  to  an  unani- 
mous election. 

There  was  publifhed,  fometime  in  the  year 
1778,  an  anonymous  tract,  under  a  miftaken 
addrefs,  and  this  miftake,  rather  than  the 
matter  or  importance  of  it,  has  occaiioned 
our  notice  of  it.  It  was  entitled,  "  A  letter 
to  the  rev.  Mr.  Jebb,  with  relation  to  his 
declared  fen timents  about  the  unlawfulnefs 
of  all  religious   addreffes    to   Chrift   Jefus." 

Arguments 

*  The  certificate  was  originally  fubfcribed. 

Rd.  Watfon  Jno.    Lewis  Petit, 

Wm.  Heberden,  Wm.  Pitcairn, 

T.  Brand  Hollis,  Percival  Pott. 

E.  Waring,  Rd.  Warren, 

R.  Jebb,  Wm.  Hunter, 
R.   Price, 
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Arguments  upon  the  fubjecl  of  this  letter, 
had  been  produced  by  Mr.  Lindfey  in  his 
"  Apology  on  refigning  the  vicarage  of  Cat- 
terick  ;"  and  this  examination  of  them,  was, 
by  miftake,  infcribed  to  Dr.  Jebb,  upon  the 
prefumption  of  his  having  referred  to  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Lindfey,  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion.  But  "  how  the  author  came  to  in- 
fcribe  his  letter  to  Dr.  Jebb,"  fays  Mr. 
Lindfey,  "  is  not  eafy  to  divine,  who  has 
never  referred  his  readers  to  any  of  my  pub- 
lications for  a  proof  of  his  affertions  refpecT;- 
ingthe  wonderfulnefs  of  praying  to  Jefus 
Chrift."* 

Dr.  Jebb's  letter,  in  anfwer  to  his  corre- 
fpondent,  bears  date  April  the  22d  1779,  and 
was  printed  as  a  poftfcript  to  Mr.  Lindfey's 
"  Two  differtations  on  the  preface  to  St. 
John's  gofpel,  and  on  praying  to  Jefus 
Chrift,"  which  were  published  foon  after. -f 
In  confequence  of  which,  the  author  after- 
wards addrefied  to  him  "  A  fecond  letter,"  J 

in 

*   See  "  Two  differtations,  introdu&ion,  p.  iv.  8vo. 

1779- 

-J-   See  vol.  ii.  p.  225 — 235 

%    8vo.   1781. 
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in  the  way  of  reply,  and  as  a  little  fupple- 
mentary  appendage  to  his  "  Remarks  on 
Mr.  Lindfey's  DirTertation  upon  praying  to 
Chrift."  But  this  tract,  though  written  with 
good  temper,  containing  nothing  material, 
may  be  here  difmirTed  without  prejudice  to 
any  of  the  parties  concerned. 

The  toil  o<~ '  n  ten feftudy,  and  the  exertions 
of  a  mind  ever  active  and  devoted  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  learning,  humanity,  and  the  public 
weal,  made  their  iilent  depredations  on  the 
health  and  fpirits  of  Dr.  Jebb  ;  but  his  mind 
fuffered  much  more,  from  the  interruptions 
which  occurred  in  his  friendship  and  inter- 
courfe  with  an  individual.  His  fenfibility, 
under  what  hejuftly  conceived  to  be  unde- 
ferved  hard  treatment,  though  it  never  de- 
ftroyed  the  charity  of  his  mind,  frequently 
robbed  it  of  its  peace. 

In  great  affairs,  no  man  pofTerTed  more 
confidence  in  the  providence  of  God,  but 
the  difaffe<flion  of  a  friend  wounded  him 
deeply.  The  recollection  of  his  conflicts 
under  thefe  circumftances,  in  one  particular 
cafe,  is  grievous,  but  the  recital  of  them 

would 
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would  be  tedious,  poffibly  uninterefKng,  and, 
perhaps,  incredible. 

It  mull  fuffice  to  fay,  that  his  little  bark 
was  obliged  to  flip  anchor,  while  its  mailer, 
thoroughly  fenfible  of  preceding  obligations 
during  his  flay  in  port,  was  diffident  of  his 
own  ability  to  guide  the  helm.  And,  hav- 
ing been  led  to  expect,  both  a  pilot  and  a 
convoy,  was  lefs  prepared  to  contend  with  the 
winds  and  the  waves  which  he  mult  necelTa- 
rily  expect  in  the  open  fea.  This  diflrefs  led 
him  at  once  to  commit  the  fuccefs  of  his 
voyage  to  the  bleffing  of  God  alone ;  while 
certain  partial  attachments  fixed  his  eye  on 
the  coafl,  as  it  retreated  from  him.  The 
motto  which  he  aiTumed  for  his  carriage, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  was  fignificant 
and  well  chofen,  "  favente  Deo  etamicis." 

To  this,  however,  it  may  be  prefumed  he 
gave  a  more  fignificant  translation,  than 
would  have  occurred  to  an  indifferent  fpec- 
tator. 

A  great  part  of  three  months,  in  the  year 
*779»  was  employed  in  attending  on  feveral 
of  fir  Richard  Jebb's  patients,  during  his  ab- 
fence  from  town,  on  account  of  his  health  % 
this,addedtohis  own  practice,  and  attendance 

on 
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on  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Hunter,  Dr.  fceir, 
and  of  Da  Cofta,  and  at  the  hofpitals,  fully 
employed  his  time. 

• 

Dr.  Hinckley,  a  worthy  and  refpeclable 
character,  and  phyfician  to  Guv's  hofpital, 
dying  the  firft  of  November  this  year,  it 
was  propofed  by  one  of  the  faculty,,  who  is 
univerfally  erleemed  an  ornament  to  it,  that 
Dr.  Jebb  mould  offer  himfelf  as  fuccefTor. 

He  accordingly  applied  for  the  appoint- 
ment, and  was  well  fupported,  but  declined 
the  profecution  of  it. 

The  warm  affection  which  Dr.  Jebb  had 
for  the  civil  liberties  of  mankind,  and  the 
mare  he  was  difpofed  to  take  in  their  fup- 
port,  firft  appeared  before  the  public  eye, 
in  "  An  addrefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Middle- 
fex,"  alTembled  at  free  mafon's  tavern  in 
Great  Queen -nreet,  on  monday,  Decem- 
ber 20th,  1779,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifh- 
ing  meetings  to  maintain  and  fupport  the 
freedom  of  election.  Upon  this  occaiion,  he 
communicated  to  James  Townfend,  efq. 
chairman  of  that  meeting,  the  above  addrefs, 

under 
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under  the  fignature  of"  Salus  publica,"  pre- 
fuming,  that  if  the  fentiments  "  appeared 
to  be  founded  in  reafon,  they  would  not  be 
the  lefs  regarded,  on  account  of  their  being 
fuggefted  by  an  unknown  individual  ." 

This  addrefs  was  immediately  printed,  and 
very  foon  pa/Ted  through  three  editions,  each 
being  enlarged,  by  the  addition  of  frefh  mat- 
ter; and  in  1782,  followed  "  the  fourth 
edition  corrected,"  which  alfo  bore  our  au- 
thor's name  in  the  title  page.* 

While  this   little  tract  appeared    anony- 
mous, its  character  was  decided  with  juftice, 
and  determined  by  its  own   intriniic  merit. 
"  The  author  of  this  addrefs,"  fays  a  writer 
in   a    periodical    publication,   "  is    a  clofe 
thinker  and  a  found  reafoner.     His  obferva- 
tions  on  county  meetings  are  offered  with  a 
view  to  render  fuch  alfemblies  of  real,  con- 
ftitutional,  and  permanent  effect,  for  redrefs 
of  national  grievances ;  and  even,  if  occa- 
fion  require,  for  a  reformation  of  the  con- 
flitution  itfelf :  the  writer's   arguments  are 

conceived 

*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  453 — 490. 
MEM.  lu 
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conceived  with  folidity,  and  urged  with  judg- 
ment and  temper."* 

There  appeared,  foon  afterwards,  fome 
"  Obfervations"  on  this  addrefs,  intended  to 
ridicule  it ;  but  both  the  weapon  and  the 
warrior  were  unequal  to  the  oppofition  of 
truth,  defended  by  one  of  her  moil  faithful 
fons  and  able  champions. 

On  the  2d  of  February  1780,  a  very  large 
and  refpeclable  meeting  of  the  electors 
and  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Weftminfler,  was  held  in  Weftminfter-hall, 
for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning  parliament, 
for  the  correction  of  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money ;  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  all  exorbitant  emoluments  -,  for  the  re- 
funding and  abolifhing  all  finecure  places  and 
unmerited  peniions  ;  and  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  produce  to  the  neceflities  of  the 
flate.  The  petition  being  unanimoufly  voted, 
and  Mr.  Fox  appointed  to  prefent  the  fame 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  gentleman 
declared  the  ftrongeft  reprobation  of  the 
principles  and  conduct,  of  the  adminiiiration 

of 

*   See  Monthly  review,  vol.  lxii.  p.  8f. 
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of  that  time,  with  all  his  ufualforce  of  ar^u- 
ment  and  eloquence. 

Dr.  Jebb  now  rofe,  for  the  firft  time,  to 
addrefs  a  popular  afTembly  upon  a  political 
quefrion.  Without  any  previous  defign  or 
preparation,  but,  roufed  by  the  zeal  and  in- 
tegrity of  his  own  heart,  he  now  publicly 
"  congratulated  the  friends  of  liberty  upon 
the  good  fenfe  and  flrmnefs  which  were  ma- 
nifefted  in  the  refolutions  of  that  day.  Refo- 
lutions,  important  in  themfelves,  but  (till 
more  important  in  their  confequences ;  as, 
from  the  calm  and  temperate  demeanour  of 
the  people  upon  that  occafion,  he  formed  an 
happy  prefage,  that  points  of  ftill  greater 
confequence,  which  concerned  the  very  ex- 
iftence  of  the  constitution,  would  be  efta- 
bliihed  by  means  equally  pacific. 

"  He  exprefled  his  pleafure  alfo  in  ob- 
ferving  the  union  that  prevailed  among  all 
ranks  of  people  on  that  occafion.  He  faw 
the  nobleman,  the  gentleman,  the  artifan, 
the  mechanic ;  in  fhort,  every  defcription  of 
men,  united  in  oppofing  the  arbitrary  mea- 
fures  of  an  abandoned    adminifrration,  and 

L  2  thofe 


(    i48    ) 

thofe  principles  of  corruption  which  had  fo 
much  difgraced  this  age  and  nation. 

"  He  lamented  the  principles  and  practices 
of  the  times,  with  refpect  to  the  election  of 
members  of  parliament ;  the  affumed  power 
of  the  few  to  dictate  to  the  many  in  a  point 
of  fo  much  confequence  as  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  people.  He  infifted,  that  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter  afforded  me- 
lancholy inftances  of  this  unconstitutional 
interference  ;  that  it  became  the  inhabitants 
to  exert  themfelves,  and  to  feat  the  men  in 
parliament  who  were  the  real  objects  of 
their  unbiaffed  choice  ;  that  he  wifhed  them 
to  attend  to  the  glorious  examples  fet  by  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  carry  the  man  of 
their  choice,  without  expenfe,  to  the  door 
of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

"  He  propofed  Mr.  Fox  as  a  man  from 
whofe  abilities  and  firmnefs  this  nation  had 
every  thing  to  hope ;  and  he  trufted  that  his 
public  conduct,  at  that  awful  crifis,  would 
be  had  in  remembrance,  as  long  as  the  love  of 
liberty  continued  to  be  a  paffion  in  the  breads 
of  englishmen.  He  then  moved  "  that  the 
hon.  Charles  James   Fox,  the  chairman  of 

that 
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that  meeting,  be  requefted  to  offer  himfelf 
a  candidate  to  reprefent  the  city  and  liberty 
of  We  ft  minder  in  parliament,   at  the  enfu- 


ing  general  election."* 


About  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month, 
Dr.  Jebb  was  appointed  by  the  committee  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  one  of  their  depu- 
ties, to  attend  a  meeting  in  London  of  re- 
prefentatives  from  certain  other  petitioning 
counties,  in  order,  to  concert  meafures  for 
the  more  effectual  reform  of  the  prefent 
conftitution  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

The  deputies  met  accordingly,  at  the  St; 
Alban's  tavern,  on  March  u,  1780,  and 
continued  their  meetings  by  feveral  adjourn- 
ments :  in  the  conclufion  of  their  delibera- 
tions, they  agreed  to  a  "  Memorial,  contain- 
ing reafons  for  a  plan  of  national  affociation." 
This  memorial  was  worthy  of  the  wifdom 
and  fpirit  which  prevailed  at  this  meet- 
ing ;  and  being  one  of  thofe  public  papers 
which  is  congenial  with  the  fpirit  of  englifh- 
men,  the  reading  of  it  will  animate  the  heart 

L  3  of 

*  See  **  The  Remembrancer,"  for  1780  5  vol.  ix.  p» 
148. 
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of  every  true  friend  to  his  country  and  its 
king,  while  he  laments  that  the  matter  con- 
tained in  it  remains,  at  this  day,  only  a  mat- 
ter in  fpeculation.* 

The  electors  and  inhabitants  of  Weftmin- 
fter  met  again  in  Weftminfter-hall  on  the 
6th  of  April,  agreeably  to  the  adjournment 
at  their  former  meeting.  When  Mr.  Fox 
had  concluded  his  addrefs  to  the  electors, 
Dr.  Jebb  arofe,  and  in  an  animated  fpeech, 
wherein  was  difplayed  a  warmth  of  patrio- 
tic attachment,  which  reflected  the  higheft 
luftre  on  his  character,  recommended  to  the 
electors  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter  to  ex- 
prefsly  ftipulatewith  its  candidates,  that  they 
mould  endeavour,  inceflantly,  to  procure  an- 
nual parliaments,  and  a  more  equal  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  people.  He  clearly  pointed 
out  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the 
public  from  fuch  meafures  -,  evinced  the  ab- 
folute  neceffity  of  exerting  fpirited  efforts  in 
the  prefent  alarming  ftate  of  national  affairs ; 

and 

*  See  the  memorial  in  New  annual  regifler  for  1780, 
[p.  104]  and  the  Remembrancer,  for  the  fame  year  5 
vol.  ix.  p.  249. 
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and  aiTerted,  with  a  firm  and  amiable  fervour, 
that  the  aft  paiTed  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  third,  to  eftabliili  annual  parliaments, 
did  not  make,  but  legalize  a  prefcriptive  right 
that  formed  an  elTential  part  in  the  ancient 
constitution  of  this  country.  He  introduced 
fome  elegant  and  highly  merited  encomiums 
on  Mr.  Fox,  and  was  received  with  that 
ftrong  and  hearty  approbation  which  his  dif- 
interefted  and  manly  exertions  in  the  caufe 
of  freedom  muft  excite  in  every  friend  of  his 
country. 

Dr.  Jebb  then  purfuedhis  former  propofal, 
by  moving  a  refolution,  which  pafTed  unani- 
moufly,  M  that  it  be  an  inftru&ion  to  the 
committee  to  take  the  mod  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  iupporting  the  election  of  the  hon. 
C.  J.  Fox,  the  chairman  of  that  meeting, 
at  the  enfuing  general  meeting."*  It  is  cer- 
tain that  Mr.  Fox  owed  much  of  his  fuccefs 
to  the  fupport  and  active  zeal  of  Dr.  Jebb ; 
and  I  have  been  informed,  that  he  ever 
acknowledged  the  fuperior  credit  he  derived 
from  the  countenance  of  fo  diuinguiihed  a 
citizen. 

L  4  The 

*   See  the  Morning  chronicle  of  April  7,    1780,    and 
the  Remembrancer,  vol,  ix.  p.  322. 
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The  committee,  in  their  proceeding  to 
difcharge  their  rrufi:,  appointed  (April  12,) 
a  felect  delegation  or  fub-commitee,  "  to 
take  into  confiderationall  fuch  matters,  rela- 
tive to  the  election  of  members  of  parliament, 
as  might  promote  the  purpofesof  that  afibcia- 
tion."  Dr.  Jebb  was  a  member  of  that  fub- 
committee,  and  drew  up  that  part  of  their 
report,  dated  May  27,  1780,  which  pre- 
cedes the  plan  propofed  by  them  for  taking 
the  fuffrages  of  the  people  at  the  election 
of  reprefentatives  to  ferve  in  parliament, 
The  important  matter  contained  in  this  re- 
port, and  the  mafterly  manner  in  which  it 
is  treated,  will  render  it  highly  valuable  in 
the  eftimation  of  the  friends  of  the  cpnfti? 
tution  ;  and  the  appropriation  of  fo  conquer- 
able a  part  of  it  to  the  pen  of  Dr.  Jebb,  par- 
ticularly requires  that  it  be  preferved  in 
thefe  volumes.* 

Qn  the  election  of  the  new  parliament  in 
September,  1780,  Mr.  Fox  was  returned 
for  Weftminlter.  Previous  to  his  election. 
I  find  the  motives  of  Dr.  Jebb's  attach- 
ment to  him,  fomewhat  explained  ;  "  I  am 
determined,"    fays  he,    f  to  fupport    Mr. 

Fox's 

*  §ee  vol.  iji.  p.  403. 
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irox's  election,  having  propofed  "him  for  his 
paft  parliamentary  conduct;  having  met  his 
ideas  on  toleration*  and  on  lord  Beauchamp's 

bill? 

*   In  the  very  idea  of  religious   toleration,  the    ftate 
is  fuppofed  to  concede  that  as  a  favour,  which   is  due 
as  a  matter  of  right ;    but  ought  never  to  be  received  by 
the  fubject  without  an  explicit  refervation  of  the  claim 
to  eftablifhed  and  equal  liberty.     It  is  now,   however, 
no  more  than  a  juft  tribute  to  the  noble  conduct  of  Mr. 
Fox   in   parliament,  on  wednefday,  March  28,    1787, 
(when  the  late  application  for  the  repeal  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  teft  aits,  was  before   the   houfe,)  to   obferve, 
that  he  acquitted  himfelfin  a   manner   which  did   the 
higheft  honour  to  his  comprehension  of  the  great  princi- 
ples of  univerfal  and  unqualified  toleration,   and  to  th« 
magnanimity  of  his  own    mind.     He  was  oppofed  on 
this  great  queStion,  by  the  minister  of  the  crown,   and 
the   reprefentative  of  Cambridge,   united  in  the  perfon 
of  Mr.  Pitt ;   and  by  the  chancellor  of  Oxford,   who, 
no  lefs  faithful  to  his  truSt  and  his  principles,   declared, 
himfelf  againft  the   repeal  of  the  obnoxious   Statutes, 
but  with  fuch  general    acknowledgments  in   favour  of 
the  repeal  of  all  penal   laws,   in  matters  of  religion, 
as  Should,   in  their  neceSTary  confequences,  have  placed 
him  on   the  other  fide   of  the   houfe.       It   might  in- 
deed   happen,   that   his  lordShip   did    not  read    in   his 
instructions,   or  did   not   recollect,   that  to  declare  for 
toleration  and  to  defend  the  teft  laws,  would  be  to  efta- 
blifh  a  negative  perfecution,  by  leaving  the  christian  ap- 
pellants under  civil  penalties  and   incapacities,  utterly 
incompatible  with  the  loweft  practical  ideas  of  toleration. 
Not  to  mention,   that,   in  the  investigation  of  thefe  juft 
claims  on  the  one  hand,  and  thefe  unrighteous  impositions 
on  the  other,  it  feems  to  be  overlooked  by  certain  vindi- 
cators 
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bill :  and  he  having  been  the  fleady  opponent 
of  an  adminiftration  aiming  at  rendering  the 
king  defpotic,  and  being  now  oppofed  to 
that  adminiftration,  it  would  be  criminal  to 
defert." 

The  doubts  which  this  paper  may  feem 
to  import,  had  no  refpecl  as  to  his  preference 
and  attachment  at  this  time,  to  Mr.  Fox, 
but  to  the  fuggeftions  and  importunities  of 
fome  well  intentioned  friends,  leading  to 
fome  forbearance  in  his  political  engage- 
ments. 

Several 

cators  of  the  prefcnt  eftablifhmcnt,  that  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  is  grofsly  and  grievoufly  infulted  and  injured  by 
the  proftitution  of  one  of  its  pofitive  ordinances  to  a 
purpofe  with  which  the  christian  revelation,  as  fuch,  has 
not  the  moftdiltant  connection  j  which  is  totally  foreign 
to  the  nature  of  its  inllitution,  and  fubverhve  of  the  de- 
fio;n  of  its  founder,  wholly  perverting  it  "  from  fpiritual 
to  civil  ends  ;  from  the  religious  end,  to  make  men  bet- 
ter, to  a  fUj  port  of  one  party  of  chriftians  again ft  an- 
other ;  not  as  a  fymbol  of  friendship,  but  of  a  party  and 
divifion  ;  not  in  remembrance  of  the  death  of  Chrift, 
but  in  merapry  of  the  grant  of  an  office." 

The  bill  introduced  into  parliament  by  lord  Beau- 
champ,  in  178c,  was  for  amending  an  a&  of  the  32d  of 
Geo.  II.  entitled  "  an  act  for  relief of  debtors,"  and 
was  intended  to  relieve  them,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, from  imprisonment. 
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Several  gentlemen,  friends  of  the  liberties 
of  their  country,  and  confident  in  the  excel- 
lence and  congeniality  of  the  conftitution  of 
England  with  the  manly  fpirit  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;   conceiving  that  their  equal  and  legal 
rights    needed    but    to    be    known,    to    be 
fupported;  formed  an   institution   in  Lon- 
don for  the  very   defirable  purpofe  for  cir- 
culating a  better  knowledge  of  our  rights. 
In  the    month  of  April,    this  d^H^n  took 
place,    by   the  eftabli foment  of  "    the   fo- 
ciety  for  conftitutional  information."     Dr. 
Jebb  was  one  of  the  moil  zealous  promoters 
of  this  inftitution  at  its  commencement,  and 
was  a  conftant   attendant  at  their  meetings, 
and  an  occasional  contributor  to  their  pub- 
lications.    The   fociety  have  already  pub- 
limed  feveral  valuable  papers,  and  done  great 
and  exteniive  good.     The  compafs  of  their 
deiign,  and  their  inducement  to  the  under- 
taking are  well    expreffed  by  themf elves  -, 
i(  the  defign  of  this  fociety,  fay  they,  is  to 
diffufe  throughout  the  kingdom,   as  univer- 
fally  as  poffible,   a  knowledge  of   the  great 
principles  of  conftitutional  freedom,   parti- 
cularly fuch  as  refpecl:  the  election  and  du- 
ration  of  the   representative  body.     With 

this 
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this  view,  confiitutional  tracts,  intended  for 
the  extenfion  of  this  knowledge,  and  to 
communicate  it  to  perfons  of  all  ranks,  are 
printed  and  distributed  gratis,  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  fociety.  EfTays,  and  extracts 
from  various  authors,  calculated  to  promote 
the  fame  defign,  are  alfo  publimed  under  the 
direction  of  the  fociety,  in  feveral  of  the 
news-papers :  and  it  is  the  wifh  of  the  fo- 
ciety to  extend  this  knowledge  throughout 
every  part  of  the  united  kingdoms,  and  to 
convince  men  of  all  ranks,  that  it  is  their 
intereft,  as  well  as  their  duty,  to  fupport  a 
free  conftitution,  and  to  maintain  and  aflert 
thofe  common  rights,  which  are  eflential  to 
the  dignity  and  to  the  happinefs  of  human 
nature. 

"  To  procure  (hort  parliaments,  and  a 
more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  are 
the  primary  objects  of  the  attention  of  this 
fociety,  and  they  wim  to  diiTeminate  that 
knowledge  among  their  countrymen,  which 
may  lead  them  to  a  general  fenfe  of  the  im- 
portance of  thefe  objects,  and  which  may 
induce  them  to  contend  for  their  rights,  as 
men,  and  as  citizens,  with  ardour  and  with 

nrmnefs. 

"  The 
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"  The  communication  of  found  political 
knowledge  to  the  people  at  large  mud  be  of 
great  national  advantage;  as  nothing  but 
ignorance  of  their  natural  rights,  or  inat- 
tention to  the  confequence  of  thofe  rights 
to  their  intered  and  happinefs,  can  induce 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  coun- 
try to  fubmit  to  any  fpecies  of  civil  tyranny. 
Public  freedom  is  the  fource  of  national 
dignity  and  of  national  felicity ;  and  it  is  the 
dutv  of  every  friend  to  virtue  and  mankind 
to  exert  himfelf  in  the  promotion  of  it.*" 

Dr.  Petit,  one  of  the  phyficians  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  hofpital,  dying  the  26th  of 
May,  Dr.  Jebb  offered  himfelf  a  candidate 
to  fucceed  to  that  appointment.  The  elec- 
tion came  on  the  23d  of  June;  when  Dr. 
Budd,  his  antagonist,  fucceeded  by  a  great 
majority.  Many  circumftances  confpired 
to  defeat  the  reafonable  expectation  of  the 

friends   of  Dr.   Jebb.     The    lords   S , 

H ,  D ,  &c.  went    down   in 

perfon    to    vote  againft   him ;    lord   North 
followed  them,  but  did  not  reach  the  place 

of 

*  See  Tracts  published  and  diftributed  gratis,  by  the 
fociety  for  conftitutional  information,  vol.  ill.  8vo, 
1783,  p.  i.  and  ii. 
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of  voting  till  the  election  was  determined ; 
his  inclination,  however,  being  well  known, 
his  troops  had  fecured  a  victory  before  their 
general  arrived. 

Dr.  Jebb's  •  failure  in  his  election  into 
St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital,  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  public  lofs,  as  he  had  formed  two 
defigns,  friendly  to  the  improvement  and 
extenfion  of  medical  knowledge;  and  thefe 
were  dependent  on  his  fuccefs.  The  urll 
was,  to  have  the  cafe  of  every  patient  parti- 
cularly Hated ;  and  every  fymptom  and  ap- 
plication in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  mi- 
nutely taken  down  by  the  rtudent.  So  that 
the  hiftory  of  one  cafe  being  applied  to  ano- 
ther, the  fimilarity  might  be  afcertained  by 
a  minute  registration  of  ail  the  fvmptoms; 
and  a  certainty  introduced  in  regard  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  difeafe  and  its  remedy,  hi- 
therto unknown  in  medicine.  The  other 
was,  to  give  a  courfe  of  liberal  and  familiar 
lectures  in  medicine,  which  might  be  com- 
pleted by  the  pupil's  attendance  in  town  for 
fix  weeks  or  two  months  ;  and  thefe  he  more 
particularly  defigned  for  young  gentlemen 
and  clergymen,  previous  to  their  retreat  into 

fituations 
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fituations  in  the  country,  where  valuable 
profeffional  affiftance  is  very  fparingly  feat- 
tered. 

The  oppoiition  which  was  made  to  his 
election  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  followed  him 
in  the  winter,  when  he  offered  himfelf  at 
St.  Thomas's  hofpital  in  the  Borough.  In- 
deed he  relinquiihed  his  pretenfions  there, 
fooner  than  in  the  former  place,  but  for  no 
other  reafon,  than  becaufe  he  found  that 
all  his  political  principles  were  likely  to  be 
again  objected  to  him,  and  to  hazard  his 
fuccefs. 

Dr.  Prieitley,  publifhing  in  1780,  his 
44  Harmony  of  the  evangelifts  in  englifh," 
fubjoined  fome  notes  which  were  commu- 
nicated to  him  by  Dr.  Jebb  -,  and  thefe  are 
feverally  marked  by  the  initial  letter  of  his 
name. 

Dr.  Jebb  loved  the  ftudy  of  the  law, 
rather  than  the  profeilion  of  it.  But  being 
in  Come  degree  hurt  by  the  difajypointment 

oj/nis  benevolent  deligns  in  his  medical  pro- 
feilion, by  an  oppofition  fo  determined  and 

violent 
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Violent,  he  had  formed  an  idea  of  turning 
his  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law.  With 
this  defign,  he  admitted  himfelf  of  Lincoln's- 
inn,  the  9th  of  November  J780,  but  foon 
gave  up  every  thought  of  changing  his  pro- 
fefhon ;  for  his  ability  and  /kill  in  phyfic, 
fecured  to  him  good  practice  in  the  circle 
of  private  individuals,  who,  in  the  attention 
to  their  own  health,  renounce  the  influence 
of  their  party;  a  circumftance,  which  fo 
frequently  involves  the  lofs  of  their  credit, 
when  choofing  a  phyfician  on  any  public 
eftablifhment. 

A  fecond  delegation,  which  met  in  Guild- 
hall, London,  on  the  3d  of  March,  was 
formed  from  feveral  petitioning  counties. 
Thefe  delegates  concurred  in  a  petition  to 
parliament  in  their  own  names,  as  freehold- 
ers of  their  feveral  counties,  in  order  to 
meet  the  formal  rules  of  the  houfe.  * 

Dr.  Jebb,  in  the  execution  of  this  delegated 
truft,  had,  with  reluctance,  acquiefced  in 
fome  of  the  meafures  propofed  by  his  col- 
leagues i 

*  For  the  report  of  their  proceedings  and  petition, 
fee  the  Remembrancer  for  1781,  vol.  xii.  p.  82  and  91, 
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leagues ;  and  when  their  meetings  were 
difcontinued,  he  explained  himfelf,  upon 
the  fubjedt,  in  "  A  letter  to  fir  Robert 
Bernard,  bart.  chairman  of  the  Hunting- 
donfhire  committee."  This  letter,  which 
is  dated  May  the  13th,  1781,  he  afterwards 
publifhed.* 

u  The  great  point,  as  appeared  to  him, 
(according  to  a  private  memorandum,)  was, 
not  to  prevail  with  the  deputies,  but  to 
animate  the  people  to  affert  the  three  rights, 
viz.  the  right  of  voting  to  houfholders,  equal 
reprefentation,  annual  election."  And,  re- 
fering  more  particularly  to  himfelf,  he  ob- 
ferves,  with  his  own  ufual  candour  and  dif- 
truft  of  himfelf,  "  be  open  to  advice,  be 
temperate  in  the  affembly  of  the  deputies, 
be  fteady  in  the  committee  j  in  addrefies  to 
the  people  be  zealous,  and  call  upon  the  in 
to  aflert  their  rights." 

In  the  year  1781,  Dr.  Jebb  continued  to 
labour  in  the  public  caufe. 

Upon  the  fubject  of  parliamentary  reform, 
his  mind  was  clear,   and  determined.     His 

fenti* 

*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  491 — 516, 
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Sentiments  may  beft  be  collected  from  one 
of  his  private  letters  to  a  much  refpedted 
character,  whofe  indefatigable  fervices  in 
the  caufe  of  a  parliamentary  reform  always 
received  their  due  praife  from  our  author, 
though  he  differed  from  him  efTentially  in 
fome  very  important  points.  "  I  thank 
you,"  fays  he,  in  a  letter  dated  Auguft  7, 
178 1,  "  for  the  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  your  committee ;  and  honour  the  gen- 
tlemen who  compofe  it,  for  their  perfeve- 
rance  at  a  moment,  when  fo  many,  (I  mud 
own  I  think  without  reafon)  defpair.  I  am 
forry  you  feem  to  think  it  difficult  to  deter- 
mine what  fteps  are  next  to  be  taken.  Can 
there  be  a  doubt  upon  the  fubject  ?  You  fay 
the  future  conduct  of  the  committee  will 
much  depend  on  circumftances,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  appearances  of  a  better  and 
more  general  fupport  next  winter  :  but  why 
do  you  mention  winter  on  this  occafion  ? 
Is  it  becaufe  parliament  meets  in  the  win- 
ter ?  are  our  hopes  of  reformation  then  flill 
to  depend  upon  parliament  ?  upon  that  par- 
liament which  it  ought  to  be  the  purpofe 
of  every  friend  to  his  country  to  reform : 

a  parlia- 
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a  parliament,  which  can  only  be  reformed 
by  a  recurrence  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  ftrenuous  exertions  of 
the  collective  body  of  the  people  ?  It  is 
ftrange,  as  an  able  man  well  obferves,  that 
it  fhall  be  allowed  to  the  reprefentative  to 
make  every  innovation  in  the  conftitution 
that  felfiihnefs  and  treafon  can  fugged,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  hefitate  whether  the 
conftituent  has  a  right  to  reform  what  the 
villanv  of  the  fervant  hath  deranged.  I  am 
fatisfied  that  the  people,  in  their  affemblies, 
may  constitutionally  appoint  committees, 
with  full  power  to  correct  the  abufes  of  re- 
prefentation,  and  are  under  no  obligation  to 
treat  with  any  other  parties,  than  the  no- 
bility and  the  king. 

"  You  fay  that  you  do  not  expect  any  thing 
will  be  done  unlefs  the  meafures  adopted  by 
feveral  counties,  and  approved  by  the  lait 
general  deputation,  be  confidered,  by  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Cartwright's  plan,  as  de- 
ferving  of  their  fupport. 

"  I  muft  candidly  confefs  that,  for  one,  I 
would  never  have  fubje&ed  myfelf  to  the 
loffes,  the  odium,  and  the  anxieties  I  have 

M  2  fuilainedj 
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iuftained,  could  I  have  imagined  that  the 
friends  of  reformation  would  have  been  fa- 
tisfied  with  fo  defective  a  plan ;  and  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  many  others  are  of  the 
fame  opinion  with  myfelf.  You  fee  the  ad- 
vantage Mr.  E.  Burke  has  made  of  this 
(conduct  of  the  reformers)  in  his  letter  to 
the  people  of  Buckinghamshire.  c<  You 
will  be  called  upon,  fays  he,  to  declare  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  is  not  fufficiently 
numerous."  His  objection  would  have  had 
no  place,  had  a  proportion  for  cutting  off 
an  hundred  borough  members  been  early 
adopted.     But  this  is  a  meafure  to  which 

0 

the  proprietors  of  boroughs,  it  feems,  will 
not  accede.  Are  we  certain  that  they  will, 
bona  fide,  agree  to  the  meafure  of  the  hun- 
dred knights  ?  will  they  not  object:  to  the 
confufion  the  election  of  them  will  occafion 
in  the  larger  counties,  without  fome  better 
arrangement  than  at  prefent  ?  Lord  Mahon 
has  not  convinced  me  that  we  fliall  be  able 
to  purchafe  even  their  acquiefcence  by  any 
declarations  we  can  make,  and  furely  upon 
the  principles  of  felnmnefs,  it  would  be  un- 
wife  in  them  to  make  any  confeiTion  what- 

foever, 
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foever.  The  additional  hundred  knights 
would  of  itfelf  diminifh  the  influence  of  the 
borough  holders  more  than  I  am  fure  they 
will  ever  approve.  Not  to  mention  the  rea- 
fonable  alarm  which  would  agitate  the  ari- 
ftocracy,  left  thefe  hundred  knights  mould, 
in  a  little  time,  notwithstanding  our  folemn 
promifes  to  the  contrary,  endeavour  utterly 
to  defpoil  them  of  what  they,  very  impro- 
perly, efteem  their  patrimony. 

"  You  fay  that  we  have  no  chance  of  » 
fuccefs,  unlefs  the  people  can  detach  a  cer- 
tain clafs  from  co-operating  with  govern- 
ment in  fupport  of  the  prefent  abufes,  I 
anfvver,  we  can  never  expect  to  detach  them 
from  a  connection  fo  injurious  to  their  coun- 
try, unlefs  we  can  make  it  their  intereft  to 
unite  with  us.  In  a  ft  net  conftitutional 
fenfe,  it  is  their  intereft  to  unite  with  us  in 
fupporting  the  independence  of  the  com- 
mons'houfe  of  parliament  j  but  it  is  im- 
poflible  that  we  can  ever  render  it  the  in- 
tereft of  individuals  to  refign  that  undue 
weight  in  the  legiilature,  which  many  of 
them  at  prefent  enjoy,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  nation.     We  may  talk  of  purchafe, 

M   3  voluntary 
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voluntary  or  involuntary,  as  we  pleafe  5  but 
legislation  is  ineftimable  in  the  opinion  of 
the  porTeilbr  :  the  party  alluded  to  will  never 
confent  to  accept  of  what  we  term  a  rea- 
fonable  compenfation  for  borough  intereft, 
until  thereto  compelled  by  the  power  of  the 
people. 

"  You  feem  to  think,  that  the  extinction, 
of  the  committees  will  take  place,  unlefs  all 
the  friends  to  parliamentary  reformation 
unite  on  the  ground  already  occupied  by  fo 
connderable  a  part  of  the  nation.  I  muft 
here  beg  leave  to  enter  my  proteft  againfl 
this  reprefentation  of  the  cafe,  with  refpecl 
to  the  point  of  fact.  The  meafure  of  the 
hundred  knights,  was  the  fuggellion  of  a 
few  ^individuals,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  made  its  way  into  the  delegation,  and 
from  thence  into  fome  of  the  committees, 
was  not  fuch  as  gave  reafon  to  imagine  it 
would  meet  with  vigorous  and  permanent 
fupport :  yet  I  muft  own,  though  with  fome 
degree  of  felf-.  condemnation, that  I  more  than 
once  fupported  it  -,  but,  at  the  time  I  did  fo,  I 
hoped  the  meafure  would  have  been  followed 
by  others  of  more  confequence,  and  could 
♦  not 
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not  iufpect  it  was  in  contemplation  even  to 
fufpend  our  exertions  in  fupport  of  this  im- 
perfect fcheme,  until  the  fantaftic  idea  of 
ceconomical  reformation  was  realifed  by  the 
event.  In  my  opinion,  the  fpirit  of  ac- 
commodation will  ruin  all;  nor  can  any 
good  purpofe  be  anfwered  by  conceding  to 
meafures  which  the  judgment  difapproves. 

"  Equal  reprefentation,  fetlional  parlia- 
ments, and  the  univerfal  right  of  fuffrage, 
are  alone  worthy  of  an  englishman's  regard; 
no  difficulties,  no  dangers,  no  fufferings, 
will  induce  me  to  decline  bearing  my  mare 
in  any  conftitutional  exertion  for  their  at- 
tainment. I  look  upon  them  as  attainable, 
though  probably  not  fo  fpeedily  as  we  could 
wim ;  and  I  am  confident  in  my  former 
opinion,  that  the  whole  may  be  more  eafily 
obtained,  than  a  part.  The  conftitution  of 
the  commons'  houfe  of  parliament  can  never 
be  reftored  gradatim,  nor  by  any  other 
power  than  that  to  which  it  owes  its  exift- 
ence;  I  mean,  the  power  of  the  people, 
whofe  proper  weight  and  authority  in  the 
fcale  of  government,  is  now  riling  in  every 
part  ©f  Europe ;  and,  I  truft,  will  not,  in 

M  4  this 
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this-  country,  much  longer  be  depreffed, 
either  by  lull  of  power  in  the  monarch,  or 
ariftocratic  jealoufy  in  the  peer. 

"  The  plan  of  parliamentary  reformation, 
which  I  laid  before  fir  George  Saville,  in 
1776,  and  before  the  freeholders  of  Mid- 
dleiex-,  in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779,  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  keep  uniformly  in 
view ;  although,  through  a  defire  of  pro- 
moting unanimity,  not  very  handfomely  re- 
quited, I  have  confented  to  partial  meafures, 
and  have  been  content  to  ufe  the  language  of 
fervility  to  a  tribunal,  which,  at  the  mo- 
ment, I  efteemed  corrupt. 

"  I  mud  alfo  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
the  friends  of  major  Cartwright's  fyftem 
have  been  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  although  they 
faw  meafures  embraced,  in  preference  to 
thofe  which  they  verily  believed  would  have 
awakened  the  Numbering  virtue  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  that  they  have  too  great  a  regard 
for  the  facredcaufe  they  are  engaged  in,  to 
fufpend  their  efforts,  on  account  of  a  differ- 
ence in  opinion  5    nor  is  ^  it  probable,   that 

ever 
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ever  the  event  you  dread,  viz.  the  breaking 
up  of  the  prefent  aiTociations,  which  they 
have  uniformly  exerted  themfelves  to  keep 
in    being,     will    induce    them    finally  to 

defpond. 

*«  Having  faid  thus  much  refpe&ing  what 
is  pari:,  permit  me  to  offer  a  few  words  with 
refpect  to  future  proceedings. 

"  The  caufe  we  are  engaged  in,  is  a 
caufe  which  honour  and  true  patriotifm 
will  not  fuffer  any  man  to  relinquish,  who 
has  embraced  it  upon  a  proper  principle; 
and,  therefore,  I  am  confident,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Yorkfhire  will  fteadily  perfevere. 
A  fimilar  perfeverance  of  the  virtuous,  may 
be  expected  in  every  other  part  of  England. 
Of  this,  they  may  be  perfuaded,  that  if, 
without  regard  to  party,  and  with  a  proper 
degree  of  vigour,  they  fhall  embrace  mea- 
fures  founded  in  juftice,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  of  which  the  utility  is  evident  to 
ordinary  apprehenfion,  they  will  meet  with 
the  full  concurrence  of  the  people ;  and  that 
concurrence  will  enable  them  to  effect  their 
purpofe.  Confcious  that  fuch  principles' 
as  will  abide  the  trial,  actuate  my  heart,  I 

place 
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place  my  confidence  in  the  protection  of 
heaven.  I  therefore  will  not,  indeed  I 
cannot,  defpond. 

"  With  refpect  to  difference  of  fentiment, 
it  mult  be  excepted  for  a  time ;  only  let  us 
not  ohftrucT:  free  difcuffion  of  the  fubject; 
let  us  rather  feduloufly  promote  it,  and  all 
will  be  well.  Let  us  reflect,  that  true  una- 
nimity flourifhes  only  where  free  difcuffion 
hath  previouily  prevailed  ;  and  that  as  the 
commons'  houfe  of  parliament  cannot  be 
faid  to  be  reftored  to  freedom  and  indepen- 
dency, unlefs  it  fpeaks  the  fentiments  of  the 
englifh  people,  every  englishman  has  a  right 
to  be  confulted  in  its  formation. 

"  I  have  now  fpoken  my  fentiments,  with 
a  freedom  for  which  I  fhall  make  no  apo- 
logy, becaufe  the  fubject  requires  fincerity 
of  intention,  and  plainnefs  of  fpeech.  I  will 
only  add,  that  I  mall  be  happy  in  hearing 
from  you  ;  and,  that  I  am,  with  the  moil 
cordial  refpect  and  efteem,"  &c. 

Some  further  difcrimi nations  appear,  in  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Jebb  to  Mr.  Capel  LofFt, 
(dated  Dec.  the  23d,  1781  ;)  "  In  cafe  the 
militin,"  fays  he,   "  is  increafed,   it  will  be 

very 
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very  fair  to  urge,  that  citizens  intruded  with 
arms,  may  be  intrufled  with  votes  -,  other- 
wife  there  would  be  a  ftrong  objection  to 
trufting  them  with  arms.  Diftrefs  will  force 
the  doctrine  we  think  juft,  upon  the  public 
ear.  The  opinion  mould  be  inculcated,  that 
if  the  people  would  have  their  bufinefs  well 
done,  they  muft  do  it  themfelves ;  they  mull 
begin  by  putting  themfelves  in  pofieilion  of 
the  right  of  fuffrage,  on  the  fame  principle  as 
they  would  abate  &  Siufince;  or  demoliih  an 
inclofure  made  on  a  common,  without  legal 
right.  Nor  does  fuch  act  imply,  but  rather 
exclude,  violence.  A  declaration  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  prefent  non-ele&ors,  that 
they  are  unreprefented,  and,  therefore,  under 
no  obligation  to  pay  taxes,  would  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  hint  in  times  when  there  is  fo  great  an 
inability  to  pay  them. 

M  The  american  queftion  is  a  queftion, 
properly  fpeaking,  to  be  referred  to  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  king's  prerogative.  The 
queftion  of  parliamentary  reformation  lies 
with  the  committees.  No  perfons,  unlefs 
delegated  by  the  people,  are  competent  to 
determine  upon  the  point.     J  mean  that  the 

mode 
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mode  of  bringing  the  american  war  before 
the  public,  is  by  remonftrance ;  the  mode 
of  managing  the  parliamentary  reformation 
is  by  the  force  of  committees,  appointed  with 
fufficient  powers.  And  I  am  more  fatisiied 
than  ever  in  the  idea,  that  the  act  of  king, 
nobles,  and  fuch  committees,  would  have 
more  real  conftitutional  force,  than  an  act 
of  king,  lords,  and  prefent  houfe  of  com- 
mons, were  that  houfe  even  difpofed  to  do 
what  we  wifh." 

Major  Cartwright,  in  his  dedication  to 
Dr.  John  Jebb,  Mr.  LofFt,  and  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  Sharp,  of  one  of  his  valuable  tracts, 
entitled,  "  Give  us  our  rights,"  and  pub- 
lifhed  1782,  very  properly  con fders  them  as 
"  indefatigable  fellow-labourers  in  the  great 
work  of  vindicating  the  violated  rights  and 
betrayed  liberties  of  our  country."  He  adds 
further,  and  with  great  juftice,  that  "  they 
were  men,  who,  with  minds  elevated  above 
the  miftaken  pride  and  the  felfjih  interefts 
of  the  world,  were  inflexiblv  juft  to  the 
rights  and  deareft  interefts  of  humanity  and 
freedom,  in  every  country  and  in  every 
ime. 

On 
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On  the  20th  of  March,  1782,  lord  North 
resigned  his  place  in  his  majefty's  councils. 
Dr.  Jebb  wrote  to  Mr.  Fox  a  congratulatory 
letter  upon  the  occafion,  and,  in  a  few  days, 
a  new  adminiftration  was  formed,  wherein 
the  late  lord  Rockingham  was  appointed 
firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  and  lord  Shelburne 
and  Mr.  Fox  the  two  principal  fecretaries  of 
irate. 

Dr.  Jebb  cordially  concurred  in  the  ad- 
drefs  which  was  prefented  to  the  king  on 
this  occafion  from  the  inhabitants  of  Weft- 
minfter;  but  declined  to  go  up  with  it, 
that,  '  he  might  be  efteemed  free  in  the 
great  point  of  reform." 

In  the  midft  of  the  feveral  changes  which 
took  place  at  this  time  in  the  adminiftration 
of  government,  no  confideration  was  taken 
by  the  new  ministers  to  avail  themfelves  of 
the  abilities  of  Dr.  Jebb ;  this  is  mentioned 
as  a  fact,  and  with  a  view  to  contradict  a 
contrary  report.  And  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  he  had  determined  never  to  accept  of 
any  place.  From  a  very  refpectable  quarter 
it  was  fuggefted  to  Dr,  Jebb,  that  his  fer- 
vices  would  be  very  acceptable  in  the  cor- 
poration 
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poration  of  London,  and  that  an  alderman's 
gown  only  waited  his  acceptance.  But  the 
duties  of  magiftracy  in  the  metropolis  were 
incompatible  with  his  medical  attentions ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  hefitate  to  decline 
an  office,  which  he  could  not  difcharge. 
And  yet,  lingular  as  it  may  feem  to  fuppofe 
our  author  enrobed  in  aldermanic  furr,  few 
men  were  better  calculated  than  he  was,  for 
the  impartial  administration  of  juftice,  or 
the  internal  regulation  of  the  police  of  Lon- 
don, confident  with  every  fecurity  of  liberty 
and  morals. 

The  fucceffion  of  lord  Shelburne  in  the 
month  of  July  to  the  place  of  firfl  lord  of 
the  treafury,  vacant  by  the  premature  death 
of  lord  Rockingham,  divided  that  body  of 
men  who  had  jointly  perfeveredin  their  op- 
pofition  to  the  adminiftration  of  lord  North. 
On  this  feparation  of  former  friends,  Dr. 
Jebb  was  determined  in  his  fupport  of  Mr. 
Fox,  and  was  much  and  deeply  interefted 
for  him. 

The  17th  of  July  was  the  day  appointed 
for  a  general  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Weft- 
minder 
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minder,  to  confider  of  a  petition  to  the  houfc 
of  commons  for  a  more  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  and  for  fhortening  the  dura- 
tion of  parliament.  Mr.  Fox  was  unani- 
moufly  called  to  the  chair,  and  addrefled 
himfelf  to  his  constituents  in  a  manly  and 
animated  fpeech.  Mr.  Sawbridge  propofed 
the  petition,  and  major  Cartwright  feconded 
it.  Dr.  Jebb  delivered  his  fentiments  alfo 
from  the  huttings,  which  having  been  pre- 
ferved  by  a  feparate  publication,  they  are  ac- 
cordingly preferved  in  our  third  volume.* 

In  the  autumn  this  year,  (1782)  he  com- 
bated, in  feveral  letters  in  the  public  prints, 
the  propofal  made  for  building  mips  of  war 
by  the  feveral  maritime  counties,  in  the  way 
of  voluntary  fubfcription,  without  the  aid 
of  parliament.  One  of  thefe  letters,  iigned 
(C  Alfred,"  was  afterwards  published  in  the 
"  Bury  port,"  by  Mr.  Lofft,  which  intro- 
duced the  difcuflion  of  the  legality  of  the 
fubfcription  for  ihip-building ;  and  ended 
in  the  abandoning  of  tbat  meafure  in  Suf- 
folk, after  a  long  correfpondence  in  the  fame 

paper 

*  See  vol,  iii.  p.  298. 
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paper  between   Mr.  LofFt  and   Mr.  Arthur 
Young.  * 

In  the  midft  of  this  detail  of  Dr.  Jebb's 
political  exertions,  he  perfevered  in  his 
wonted  attention  to  the  duties  and  fludies 
of  his  profeffion.  His  attendance  on  his 
patients,  and  the  cultivation  of  his  own 
mind,  were  equally  unremitted.  And  as 
long  as  his  health  would  admit  his  vifiting 
the  fick,  his  practice  increafed.  In  the  au- 
tumn (1782)  he  publifhed  fome  "  Select 
cafes  of  the  diforder  commonly  termed  the 

paralyfis 

*  Thefe  letters  were  afterwards  publifhed  in  one 
tract  entitled,  "  An  inquiry  into  the  legality  and  expe- 
diency of  increafing  the  royal  navy  by  fubfcription  for 
building  county  fhips.  Being  the  correfpondence  on 
that  fubject  between  Arthur  Young  and  Capel  Loft't, 
efqrs.  printed  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  8vo.  1783. 

The  fociety  for  conftitutional  information,  at  a  meet- 
ing on  the  4th  of  October  1782,  came  to  the  following 
refolution.  "  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  fociety, 
that  raifing  any  fums  of  money  for  building  fhips  of  war 
by  voluntary  fubfcription  is  unconftitutional ;  and  that 
no  aids  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  crown,  but  by  au- 
thority of  parliament,  every  other  method  of  procuring 
public  fupplies  being  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency." 

Traels  by  the  fociety,  vol,  i.  p.  84. 
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paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities.  To  which 
is  added  a  cafe  of  catalepfy."  * 

The  idea  which  he  had  formed  of  intro- 
ducing fuch  hiftories  of  cafes  as  would  be 
analogous  to  the  reports  and  year  books  of 
our  lawyers,  is  mentioned  in  the  beginning 
of  this  trad:. 

He  had,  on  feveral  occafions,  drawn  out 
a  fcheme  for  taking  down  fuch  cafes, 
which  had  been  much  approved  by  fome  of 
the  moft  learned  men  of  the  profeffion,  as 
well  in  the  general  principle,  as  in  his  par- 
ticular form.-f*     I  have  been  informed  that 

the 

•  See  vol.  ii.  p.  391—452. 

f  This  fcheme  was  drawn  out  on  a  fheet  of  paper, 
which  might  be  extended  downwards  in  a  roll  indefi- 
nitely, or  if  written  in  a  folio  volume  might  be  contU 
nued  in  fucceflive  pages.  Lines  were  ruled  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  two  inches  or  upwards,  forming  f-parate 
divifions  or  fquares  of  that  dimension.  The  left  hand 
divifion  was  appropriated  to  diurnal  dates  and  notes  j 
obferving,  in  the  fir  ft,  the  duration  of  the  diforder  at 
the  time  of  being  called  in,  and  in  the  fubfecjuent  divi- 
fions might  be  inferted  any  incidental  matter,  not  other- 
wife  provided  for  by  name,  in  the  general  clafs  j  as 
"Jan.  11,  1780.  Die  martis,  ab  acceflione  morbi 
fexto." 

A  ftfl 

MEM,  N 
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the  great  Bacon  has  fome  where  recom- 
mended a  fimilar  plan;  the  thought  was 
original  in  Dr.  Jebb,  and  well  fupported, 
though  it  may  have  been  before  fuggelled  by 
lord  Bacon. 

Mr.  Maty  obferves,  that  "  this  publica- 
tion was  a  proof  though  •  quantum  temporis 
alii  ad  fuas  res  obeundas,  quantum  tempef- 
tivis  conviviis,  quantum  denique  aleae  vel 
pilae,  tantum  ille  ad  fludia  reipublica3  fump- 

ferit/ 

The  divifions  formed  at  the  top  of  the  roll  or  page, 
receive  the  titles  or  digeft  of  the  fymptoms,  appearances, 
obfervations,  diet  and  prescriptions,  marked  with  all  pre- 
cifion  and  accuracy.  Notes,  when  thus  arranged,  may 
afterwards  be  confulted  in  diftincT:  fucceflion,  and  in 
reference  to  one  particular  fymptom,  or  in  reference  to 
any  particular  day,  which  will  be  found  to  meet  in  the 
rectangular  divifion,  including,  in  the  way,  the  accom- 
panying fymptoms  at  the  fame  time. 

The  titles  of  thefe  clafled  obfervations  are  (in  the 
cafe  before  me)  the  following;  I.  Qualitates  fenfdes, 
et  praecipue  cutis  flatus,  ratione  caloris,  colons,  et  hu- 
moris.  II.  Status  venrriculi  et  oris  interni  et  cefophagi. 
III.  Status  vifcerum,  thoracicorum  et  eorundem  func- 
tionum.  IV.  Excernendorum  ratio,  et  flatus  vifcerum 
abdominalium  caeterorum.  V.  Status  encephali,  rati- 
one i'omni,  corporis  virium,  idearum  fenfationum  et 
mentis  pathematum.  VI.  Symptomatum  poft  fumnum, 
paftum,  et  medicamenta,  diarium.  VII.  Medicamenta, 
diaeta,  et  csetera  prefcripta. 


(     ^79    ) 

ferit/  Dr.  Jebb  had  never  loft  fight  of  the 
engagements  of  his  profeflion ;  it  is  a  proof 
that  his  diligence  had  not  only  been  exem- 
plary, but  unexampled ;  and  it  is  a  proof 
that  into  whatever  department  of  life  he 
ffcrikes,  he  carries  with  him  that  fpirit  of 
improvement,  and  fervent  wifh  of  ferving 
his  fellow  creatures,  which,  into  whatever 
miftakes  it  may  fometimes  lead,  is  the  great 
feature  of  an  honeft  and  fuperiorly  enligh- 
tened mind."  * 

N  2  Jn 

*  See  Mr.  Maty's  review,  vol.  ii.  p.  275.     In  another 
periodical  literary  journal,  it  is  faid,  "  It  is  with  great 
pleafure  we  announce,   as  a  writer  in  his  new  depart- 
ment, a  perfon  to  whofe  active   fpirit  of  free   inquiry, 
and  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  public  good,   we  have  already 
on  various  occafions  borne  our  teftimony."    See  Month- 
ly review,  vol.  lxvii.  p.  2QQ.     And,   in  the  account  of 
domeftic  literature,  in  a  mere  mifcellaneous  publication, 
it  is  faid  of  Dr.  Jebb3  that  "  his  excellent  character, 
his  refpeclable  talents,  his   learned  and   valuable  writ- 
ings,  as  a  divine,  and  his  patriotic  publications  as  a 
politician,  are  things  of  which  few  of  our  readers  can 
be  ignorant.     As  a  phyfician  he  appears  with  equal  ad- 
vantage.     Whatever  Dr.  Jebb   applies  to,  he  diilin- 
guilhes  himfelf  by  his  integrity,  aiftduity,  and  capacity; 
and,  in  thefe  refpecte,   he  will  always  demand  the  2p- 
plaule  of  the  wife  and  good,  even  with  regard  to  points 
in  which   they  may  differ  from  him  in  opinion/*     Se? 
New  annus!  regifter  for  the  year  17825  p.  224, 
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In  the  latter  end  of  November  in  this 
year,  Dr.  J  ebb  was  feized  with  a  violent 
illnefs,  which  was  fuppofed  to  proceed  from 
his  attending  a  family  in  a  putrid  fever,  of 
which  the  father  and  child  died,  and  the 
reft  of  the  houfe  were  infected ;  but  his 
own  fever  was  inflammatory,  and  brought 
on  only  by  over  exertions  in  attending  pa- 
tients while  under  that  tendency.  He  was 
confined  to  his  bed  for .  fix  weeks,  and  was 
attended  by  iir  George  Baker,  and  fir  Ri- 
chard Jebb,  and  occafionally  by  that  no 
lefs  able  and  judicious  furgeon,  than  bene- 
volent man,  Mr.  Sharp. 

His  recovery  was  followed  by  a  return  to 
all  his  various  attentions,  in  which  neither 
his  patients,  nor  the  public,  found  any 
flacknefs. 

In  a  letter  to  major  Cartwright,  dated 
January  the  27th,  1783,  he  fays,  "  he  had 
been  to  the  duke  of  Richmond  that  morn- 
ing, to  requeft  his  attendance  at  the  quin- 
tuple meeting,  -which  he  promifed.  He 
has  written,"  adds  he  "  fuch  a  letter  to  the 
SufTex  meeting  as  would  immortalize  his 
name,  if  he  was  not  before  deferving  of  all 

refpecl. 
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refpect.  Never  let  us  fliift  our  ground,  we 
never  can  fland  on  any  other,  as  he  has  moil 
ably  fhevvn.  Mr.  Pitt,  I  am  told,  will 
fupport  Wyvill's  plan.  I  have  done  what  I 
can  with  friends  to  fhew  them  the  advan- 
tage of  going  upon  the  plan  of  laft  year,  and 
getting  a  parliamentary  vote,  that  the  repre- 
fentation  is  imperfect,  ought  to  be  reformed, 
and  a  committee  of  inquiry  concerning  the 
bed:  plan,  appointed -,  but  I  am  afraid  the 
idea  is  fixed." 

Before  the  fettlement  of  the  coalition  mi- 
niftry  in  April  1783,  Dr.  Jebb  wrote  to  Mr. 
Fox,  and  privately  urged  every  argument 
againfl  that  meafure  :  and,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  electors  of  Weftminfter,  at  the  Shakefpeare 
tavern,  Covent-garden,  on  theiixth  ofPvlarch, 
he  reprobated  it,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  in  a 
fpeech  of  an  hour  and  half.  *  He  declared 
that  "  he  had  watched  Mr.  Fox's  conduct, 
and  hitherto  his  approbation  was  the  na- 

N  3  tural 

*  The  affectionate  intereft  Dr.  Jcbb  took  in  Mr. 
Fox's  final  determination  on  this  occafion  is  beautifully 
exprefTed  in  a  note,  at  the  conclufion  of  his  letters  to 
the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  written  about  eight  months 
after  the  fatal  coalition  had  taken  place.     See  vol.  ii.  p. 

55°— 553>  note« 
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tural  refult  of  his  anxious  attention  to  his 
anions :  he  faid,  that  he  had  feen  his  tri- 
umphs, and  that  there  was  not  one  triumph 
of  his  honourable  friend,  in  which  he  had 
not  amply  participated;  he  had  confidered 
Mr.  Fox's  triumphs,  and  every  circumftance 
that  added  to  his  well  earned  fame,  as  a 
triumph  of  his  own  heart." 

Dr.  Jebb  then  proceeded  to  reprobate  "  the 
coalition,     which    it    was    rumoured,    had 
been  formed  between  his  honourable  friend, 
and  the  very  men  who  had  brought  this  un- 
happy country  to  the  precipice  on  which  it 
flood  ;   men,  who  during  the  whole  of  this 
unfortunate  reign,  had  evidenced,  in  every 
act  of  their  conduct,  a  defign  to  eftablifl? 
defpotifm,  and   to   render  the   prince   who 
fways  the  fcepter  of  thefe  kingdoms,  as  des- 
potic as  any  of  his   moil  arbitrary  neigh- 
bours ;  men,  who  had  profecuted  that  war, 
which  had  nearly  reduced  us  to  utter  ruin, 
and  had  profecuted  it  contrary  to  their  own 
convictions  of  its  impropriety  and  impracti- 
cability." 

He  then  warned  the  honourable  gentleman, 
with  apparent  friendship,    and  "  intreated 

him, 
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him,  with  much  ferioufnefs,  not  to  form 
any  coalition  with  fuch  men,  as  it  muft  be 
ruinous  to  his  fair  fame,  and  deftructive  of 
the  fyrtem,  which,  he  fincerely  believed, 
it  was  his  intention  to  fupport." 

"  A  thorough,  cordial,  well-grounded 
reconciliation,  faid  he,  with  our  brethren  in 
America,  was  elTentially  neceffary  to  our 
future  welfare,  and  to  our  re-eftablimment 
in  our  confequence  among  the  nations. 
America  had  feen  the  virtuous,  and,  in  the 
end,  the  fuccefsful  ftruggle  of  his  honour- 
able friend,  for  the  fecurity  of  her  rights  5 
her  fons  venerated  him  as  the  afTertor  of  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  as  the  friend  of  fufTering 
Jiumanity.  But  what  would  be  the  confe- 
quence, if  America  mould  fee  the  man, 
whofe  character  fhe  thus  revered,  uniting 
with  the  very  man  who  had  laboured  to 
enflave  her  ?  America  would  diftruft  the 
lincerity  of  the  honourable  gentleman  -9 
would  withdraw  her  confidence,  fufpect  his 
profeffions,  and  refufe  that  connection, 
founded  on  returning  friendfhip,  which  was 
fo  eflential  to  the  intereils  of  this  country." 

N  4  The 
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The  doctor  faid,  "  the  maxim  of  late  had 
been  *  divide  et  impera/  it  had  ever  been 
the  practice  of  thofe,  who  had  the  direction 
of  the  conduct  of  the  crown,  to  difunite  the 
friends  of  the  people,  and  to  difgrace  thofe, 
who  were  capable  of  afferting  their  interefts, 
confcious  that  union  and  firmnefs  could 
alone  fecure  the  people  againft,  their  attempts 
to  ruin  them.  He  warned  Mr.  Fox  againfi 
trufting  to  thofe,  whofe  interefts,  and  whofe 
fyftem  it  was  to  betray  him  :  they  will,  faid 
he,  admit  you  to  power,  and  when  you  can 
no  longer  act  with  them,  fend  you  back  to 
the  people  difhonoured  and  difgraced,  and 
fay,  we  have  difgraced  your  friends,  and 
rendered  them  unfit  to  ferve  you ;  now  take 
them,  and  ufe  them  as  you  pleafe.  He 
then  conjured  the  friends  of  the  people  to 
ftand  aloof,  and  to  throw  themfelves  upon 
the  people,  who  would  fupport  them,  and 
make  them  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the 
crown.    * 

Dr.  Jebb's  own  account  of  this  fpeech, 
in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  is,  that  he  had  treated 

the 

*   See  the  Remembrancer  for  1783,  vol.  xv.  p.  205 
—  2  14. 
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the  intended  coalition  "  with  all  the  vehe- 
mence which  the  action  called  for,  to  the 
great  offence  of  Mr.  Fox's  friends  :  hut,  that 
Mr.  Fox  himfelf  had  behaved  with  great 
candour  and  politenefs." 

In  a  private  letter  to  major  Cartwright, 
Written  about  this  time,  Dr.  Jebb,  has  very 
minutely  defcribed  the  leading  features  of 
his  own  conduct.  "  It  is  not  my  nature, 
fays  he,  to  give  way  to  expediency  at  the 
expenfe  of  right.  Moderation,  when  real, 
I  honourj  but  timidity,  or  craft,  under  that 
appearance,  I  detefh" 

During  the  fummer  feafon  in  this  year 
he  had  various  fluctuations  in  his  health 
^and  fpirits.  His  friendly  affections  for  fome 
who  were  unworthy  of  them,  were  often- 
times the  caufe  of  much  uneafinefs.  But 
while  he  "  cordially  rejoiced  in  the  practice 
of  his  profeffion,"  he  found  himfelf  unable 
to  purfue  his  old  habits  of  ftudy.  In  Au- 
guft  he  went  to  Brighthelmftone,  for  the 
fake  of  retirement,  and  change  of  air,  both 
of  which  were  thought  neceffary  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

The 


(     186     ) 

The  volunteers  of  Ireland  applied  by  let- 
ter, in  the  year  1783,  to  the  earl  of  Effing- 
ham, Dr.  Price,  major  Cartwright,  Dr. 
Jebb,  and  Mr.  Wyvili,  for  their  fentiments 
on  the  propofed  reform  in  the  parliament  of 
that  kingdom.  The  correfpondence  which 
enfued  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  and, 
for  the  moil  part,  was  afterwards  reprinted 
in  one  tradt.*  Mr.  Wyvill's  letters  were 
likewife  published  together  by  himfelf,  f  as 
were  alfo  thofe  of  Dr.  Jebb.  f  It  is  no 
more  than  juftice  to  fay,  that  the  noble 
lord,  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  volunteers  applied,  fhewed  themfelves 
counfellors  very  competent  to  refolve  their 
queftions,  and  give  them  all  the  information 

they 

*  See  ct  A  colle&ion  of  the  letters  which  have  been 
addreffed  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  on  the  fubjecl  of 
a  parliamentary  reform  by  the  earl  of  Effingham,   &c. 
Bvo.  1783,  printed  for  J.  Stockdale. 

f  See  "  Letters  addrefled  to  the  committee  of  Bel- 
faft  on  the  propofed  reformation  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  by  the  rev.  Chriftopher  Wyvill.  To  which  is 
prefixed,  the  fir  ft  letter  from  that  committee,  which  oc- 
cafioned  this  correfpondence  :  alfo  Mr.  Wyvill's  ad- 
drefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Yorkfhire."  Printed  at  York, 
for  J.  Stockdale,  London,  410.  1783. 

%  See  vol.  ii.  p.  517-553. 
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they  fought  upon  the  important  fubjecl:  of 
their  inquiry.  It  was  faid  that  there  were 
perfons,  high  in  public  office  at  that  time, 
who  were  difpofed  to  confider  fome  of  the 
letters  of  thefe  gentlemen  as  obnoxious  to 
the  cenfure  of  the  law.  But,  it  feems,  the 
better  principles  andbetter  judgment  of  fome 
of  their  aflbciates  prevailed  againftthedefign 
of  adopting  fome  violent  meafures.  And 
men,  who  were  devoted  to  the  public  caufe, 
were  not  to  be  intimidated  by  menace,  while 
they  juftly  conceived  that  they  were  ferving 
the  caufe  of  constitutional  liberty  in  its 
ftrongeft  hold,  and  had  written  no  matter  in 
their  correfpondence  that  was  legally  repre- 
henfible. 

In  the  autumn  ofthi?  year,  1783,  Dr.  Jebb 
removed  from  Craven  -ft  reet  to  a  houfe  in 
Parliament-ftrest.  There  was  a  difpofition 
among  fome  of  his  brethren  to  eleel:  him  a 
fellow  of  the  college  of  phyficians,  but  this 
defign  was  over-rukd  by  the  apparent  con-' 
trary  inclination  of  the  majority  of  that 
learned  body.    However,  on  his  return  from 

Brighthelm- 
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Brighthelmftone  his  bufinefs  awaited  him, 
and  improved. 

The  american  war  he  had  deeply  repro- 
bated as  founded  in  oppreffion  and  injuftice : 
the  conclufion  of  it,  in  the  event,  met  his 
ideas  in  the  advancement  of  general  liberty 
and  he  rejoiced  in  it  accordingly.  In  a  let- 
ter to  a  friend  at  Paris  in  September  1783, 
he  writes ;  "  I  rejoice  that  you  faw  that 
truly  great  man  Dr.  Franklin.  I  beg  you 
will  make  my  acknowledgments  to  him  for 
his  kind  inquires  after  my  health,  and  affure 
him  that  for  the  fake  of  America,  for  the  fake 
of  England,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  fpecies, 
I  do  moft  heartily  rejoice,  and  cordially 
congratulate  him  on  the  final  clofe  of  the 
american  war.  A  conteft  which,  for  feven 
years,  agitated  my  mind  with  feelings  not 
to  be  defcribedj  but  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
which,  I  had  but  one  wifh,  viz.  that  vic- 
tory and  honour  might  reft  on  that  caufe, 
which,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  was  the  caufe 
of  juftice  and  of  freedom.  Thank  heaven  ! 
it  has  profpered  beyond  my  expectations. 
I  hope  the  fair  example  will  do  fervice  to 
remote!!  ages  3  and  the  acts  of  freemen  on 

the 
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the  other  fide  of  the  atlantic,  infpire  our 
countrymen  on  this  with  a  fimilar  fpirit,  in 
cafe  they  mould   be  injured  in   the   fame 


manner." 


In  one  obfervation  which  I  found  writ- 
ten down  in  his  private  book,  he  has  juftly 
afcribed  the  general  defection  in  every  vir- 
tue, to  the  want  of  religion,  or  an  inatten- 
tion to  its  principles.  "  I  am  more  and 
more,"  fays  he,  "  perfuaded  that  the  evils 
of  government  and  the  want  of  felicity  in 
the  governed,  as  well  as  deficiency  in  true 
patriotifm,  arife  from  the  want  of  a  moral 
and  religious  principle,  which  the  religion 
of  the  gofpel,  unvailed  in  its  native  excel- 
lence can  alone  afford.  Let  this  animate  to 
pufib  on  the  combined  caufes  of  a  diiFufion 
and  right  arrangement  of  political  power, 
and  of  philological  knowledge  of  the  fcrip- 
tures." 

In  refpett  to  the  purfuit  of  fcripturai 
knowledge,  in  which  he  was  Angularly  hap- 
py and  able,  he  was  convinced  of  his  duty 
to  attend  to  it,  as  appears  from  a  former  ex- 
tract from  his  private  book,*  and  was  again 

reminded 
*  See  p.  124.    Ref.  5, 
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reminded  of  it  by  the  mention  made  of  his 
rare  talents  in  this  branch  of  learning,  by 
Mr.  Lindfey.* 

It  was  with  a  view  to  the  furtherance  of 
this  object,  that  he  was  one  among  the  few 
perfons  who  firft  fet  on  foot  "  The  fociety 
for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,"  which  was  inftituted  on  the  29th 
of  September,  1783,  and  whofe  meetings 
continue  to  be  held  at  EfTex-houfe.  The 
"  Sketch  of  their  plan"  was  chiefly  written 
by  Dr.  Jebb ;  -f*  and  though  his  following 
ill  health  and  many  avocations  prevented 
him  from  furniming  any  fubfequent  papers, 
much  praife  is  due  to  him  for  marking  out 
the  only  fure  and  legitimate  way  of  afcer-, 
taining  the  true  fenfe  of  the  facred  book, 

although 

*  The  pafFage  alluded  to  is  the  following,  "  I  hold 
it,  however,  to  have  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  chriftian 
world,  that  any  thing  fhould  have  forced  him  away  from 
the  immediate  purfuit  of  facred  knowledge  and  fludy  of 
the  fcripture,  and  from  communicating  that  knowledge 
to  others  j  for  which  he  is  fo  admirably  furnifhed  and 
fitted."     See  Lindfey's  Hift.  view,  p.  483. 

f  See  vol.  ii.  p.  237—253.  And  it  is  alfo  prefixed  to 
the  firft  vol.  of  "  Commentaries  and  e/Tays  publiihed  by 
the  fociety  for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  fcrip- 
tures."     Sold  by  J.  Johnfon,  8vo.  1786. 
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although  it  may  only  belong  to  men  like 
himfelf  fuccefsfully  to  walk  in  the  path  that 
he  hath  pointed  out  to  them. 

After  the  coalition  between  Mr.  Fox, 
and  lord  North,  and  many  of  their  refpec- 
tive  adherents,  Dr.  Jebb  loft  all  confidence 
in  public  men.  His  opinion  will  be  befr, 
defcribed  by  his  conduct,  and  in  his  own 
words,  in  the  form  of  refolutions  moved 
and  patted  at  a  meeting  in  Weftminfter-hali 
on  faturday,  Feb.  14,  1784.  The  refolu- 
tions referred  to,  were  as  follows,  firft,  *  that 
the  coalition  formed  between  the  right  hon. 
C.  J.  Fox,  and  the  right  hon.  Frederic 
lord  North,  was  injurious  to  the  caufe  of 
freedom,  and  of  public  virtue;  and  that  the 
conduct  of  the  confequent  adminiftration 
was  highly  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland."  Secondly,  •'  that 
it  is  efTential  to  the  caufe  of  public  freedom, 
that  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  mould 
unite  and  aiTociate  in  favour  of  a  fubftantial 
reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  con> 
mons,  and  that  this,  or  any  adminiftration, 
will  deferve  the  fupport  and  confidence  of 

th§ 
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the  country,  in  proportion  to  the  zeal  with 
which  they  (hall  bring  forward,  and  endea- 
vour to  carry  into  effect  that  falutary  pur- 
pofe."  Thirdly,  "  that  the  parliamentary 
conduct  of  fir  Cecil  Wray,  bart.  had  ever 
been  honourable  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  be- 
neficial to  his  country  ;  that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  warmeft  gratitude  of  his  conftituents, 
and  in  the  higheft  degree  deferving  of  their 
future  confidence  and  fupport." 

In  explanation  of  thefe  refolutions,  and 
before  the  moving  of  them,  he  obferved  to 
the  electors  of  Weftminfter  "  that  fuch  de- 
fections from  principle  had  ever  an  imme- 
diate tendency  to  leffen  the  confidence  of 
the  public  in  men,  wTho  hereafter  mould  be 
difpofed  to  ferve  them  with  fidelity  and  zeal ; 
that  the  object  of  that  hateful  union  was 
power,  not  the  good  of  the  country ;  that 
the  intercourfe  with  America,  had  been  in- 
cumbered with  odious  and  unneceflary  re- 
flricticns  j  the  jiift  claims  of  the  irifh  nation 
to  a  fair  reprefentation  in  parliament  was 
thwarted  by  the  combined  influence  of  both 
factions ;  and  that  a  bill  had  been  intro- 
duced refpecting  the  Eaft-Indies,  fubverfive 

of 
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of  the  constitution,  and  eftablifhing  regu- 
lations and  a  form  of  government,  in  its 
confequences  more  oppreffive  to  the  natives 
than  the  unjuft  and  unwarrantable  domi- 
nation it  propofed  to  remedy;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  creative  of  an  influence  at  home, 
which  would  unavoidably  lead  to  abufes  of 
the  moft  enormous  kind.  He  declared  it  to 
be  his  opinion,  that  the  parliamentary  con- 
duct, of  fir  Cecil  Wray  had  been  truly  ex- 
emplary, and  trufted  that  the  future  confi- 
dence of  his  constituents  would  evince  their 
gratitude  and  affection.  In  the  next  place, 
he  adverted  to  the  St.  Alban's  meeting  for 
forming  a  miniftry  on  the  broad  bafis  of  an 
union  of  parties,  the  principle  of  which  he 
reprobated  in  the  fevereft  language;  that 
the  union  they  recommended  would  be  de- 
structive of  the  fmall  portion  of  liberty  which 
yet  remained  to  us ;  that  its  object  was  to 
impofe  a  miniftry  upon  the  nation,  by  a 
combination  of  men,  who,  looking  to  that 
parliamentary  intereft  which  appointed  them, 
would  act  in  defiance  of  the  nation,  andfub- 
ject  the  country  to  an  houfe  of  commons, 
which,  fo  far  from  being  a  real  reprefenta- 
mem.  O  tioa 
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tion  of  the  people,  was  a  combination  of 
factions,  over  which  the  people  could  have 
no  control." 

From  hence  Dr.  Jebb  took  occafion  to 
point  out  "  the  neceflity  of  afubflantial  and 
radical  reform  in  the  reprefentation,  and  in- 
filled upon  the  propriety  of  bringing  for- 
ward that  meafure  at  the  prefent  crilis ;  that 
Ireland  was  determined  to  accomplish  her 
purpofe ;  Scotland  had  manifested  a  Similar 
difpofition  ;  and  that  it  behoved  every  eng- 
lishman, as  he  valued  his  liberty,  the  glory 
of  his  country,  long  tarniihed  by  the  influ- 
ence of  evil  counfels,  and  the  good  of  poste- 
rity, to  be  urgent  in  his  endeavours  to  effect 
fo  defirable  a  meafure ;  a  meafure,  which 
could  alone  reftore  vigour  and  unanimity  to 
the  public  counfels,  and  virtue  to  the  great 
body  of  the  nation.  He  conjured  his  coun- 
trymen never  to  abandon  rights  fo  facred ; 
that  liberty  had  long  been  the  characteristic 
boaSt  of  englishmen;  and  that  liberty,  public 
virtue,  national  honour,  commerce,  and  in- 
ternal profperity,  would  revive  and  begin  to 
flourish  at  that  aufpicious  hour  when  a  re- 
form in  the  representation  was  edabliShed 

by 
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by  the  concurrent  exertions  of  the  friends 
of  freedom." 

At  the  commencement  of  the  memorable 
conteft  for  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  on  the 
firft  of  April,  1784,  Dr.  Jebb  appeared  on 
the  huttings,  and  nominated  fir  Cecil  Wray, 
as  a  proper  perfon  to  reprefent  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  parliament.  Unconnected  with 
every  party,  as  fuch,  he  voted  neither  for 
the  new  candidate,  recommended  by  the 
newly- appointed  minittry;  nor  for  Mr.  Fox, 
whofe  coalition  with  lord  North,  he  ever 
confidered  as  an  unpardonable  defection  from 
principle,  in  the  man  whom,  on  all  other 
accounts,  he  greatly  honoured  and  admired. 

He  obferved  to  that  very  great  concourfe 
of  people  attembled  together  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that,  "  before  he  fooke  to  the  cha- 
racter and  parliamentary  merits  of  the  gen- 
tleman, whom  it  was  his  purpofe  to  recom- 
mend to  their  fuffrages,  he  would  premife  a 
few  words  refpecting  a  fubject  intirely  un- 
connected with  party,  and  which  more  im- 
mediately concerned  themfelves. 

o  %  ie  You 


(      196     ) 

"  You  are  now,"  faid  he,  "  met  to  ex- 
ercife  the  mod  important  franchife  you  pof- 
fefs ;    to    delegate  the  moft  important    truft 
which  can  be  conferred  on  man,  the  power  of 
making  laws,  which   may  pombly  tend  to 
your  peace  and  welfare,  but  may  alfo  be  the 
occafion,  to  yourfelves  and  pofterity,  of  dif- 
trefs,    of  flavery,    and  final   ruin.     By  the 
prefent    unconftitutional   practice,    you   are 
called  upon  to  delegate   this  truft  for  {even 
years.      It  is,  therefore,  your  duty,  until  the 
ancient  falutary  cuftom   of  annual   parlia- 
ments mall,   by  the  exertions  of  the  people, 
be   reftored,  to  guard,  with  fpecial  care,  a 
delegation  of  a  nature  fo  important  -,  and  to 
ufe  every  precaution  which  can  fecure  you 
againft  the  confequences  of  its  abufe :  and 
it  is  more  particularly  incumbent  upon  you 
at  this  particular  crifis,   when  the  attention 
of  the  people  is  fo  ftrongly  called  to  that 
parliamentary  reform,  which  can  alone  pre- 
ferve  this  country  from  deft  ruction.     The 
city  of  London  has  fet  a  noble  example, 
worthy  of  imitation  by  the  whole  kingdom. 
The  principle  is  liberal,  conftitutional,  and 
juft.   It  is  my  purpofe,  therefore,  to  call  upon 

your 
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your  candidates  to  exprefs  their  affent  to  the 
following  declaration  :  *  I  do  declare,  upon 
my  honour,  that  upon  a  fair  iignification  of 
the  wilhes  of  a  majority  of  my  condiments, 
I  will  either  act  in  conformity  to  their  in- 
structions, or  embrace  the  firft  opportunity 
of  vacating  my  feat.'  Dr.  Jebb  then  pro- 
ceeded to  exprefs  his  abhorrence  of  that 
coalition,  which  had  effected  fo  much  evil 
to  the  country;  and  pointed  out,  by  variety 
of  arguments,  the  necetTity  of  marking  it 
with  peculiar  cenfure.  He  declared,  that 
"  if  after  fuch  defection,  men  found  they 
could  regain  the  fupport  and  good  opinion 
of  the  people,  others  would  be  encouraged 
to  trifle  with  the  molt  folid  engagements, 
and,  at  firft,  delude  with  falfe  (hews  of  pa- 
triotifm,  and  afterwards,  at  their  pleafure, 
infult  the  honeft  feelings  of  their  country- 
men." He  then  entered  fully  into  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  fir  Cecil  Wray,  whom 
he  warmly  "  recommended  to  the  citizens 
of  Weftminfter,  as  a  truly  honeft  man  :  he 
infifted,  that  his  parliamentary  conduct  had 
always  been  fteady  and  confident ;  that  he 
had   ever  been   feduloufly  attentive  to   his 

O  3  duty  | 
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duty ,  that  he  was,  from  principle,  the 
friend  of  a  parliamentary  reform  ;  and  that, 
as  he  acted  from  principles  of  the  pureft 
kind,  he  truited  he  would  ever  ferve  them 
with  fidelity  and  zeal." 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  exprefTed  his  readinefs  to 
confent  to  the  propofed  declaration  :  but 
the  further  proceedings,  and  event  of  this 
eledion,  are  foreign  to  our  prefent  purpofe; 
nor  were  they  otherwife  attended  to  by  Dr. 
Jebb,  than  as  his  mind  could  not  be  wholly 
difengaged  from  a  fcene  that  was,  from 
many  Angular  circumftances,  peculiarly  in- 
teresting. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  ftrong 
language  in  which  Dr.  Jebb  expreiTed  his 
fentiments  on  this  occafion,  and  at  the  meet- 
ing on  the  14th  of  the  preceding  February, 
he  had  a  great  and  affectionate  regard  for  Mr. 
Fox,  and  deeply  deplored  his  connection  and 
league  with  men,  whofe  principles  and 
meafures  he  had  fo  long  oppoied,  and  whom 
he  had,  at  length,  driven  from  the  admi- 
nistration of  government.  *     Of  Mr.  Pitt 

he 

*    Of  Mr.  Fox,   he  obferves,  in  a  private  letter  fent 
to  a  friend,    "  let  any  man  perufe  his  celebrated  fpeech 

on 
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he  was  alfo  difpofed  to  think  well,  until 
fome  meafures  induced  him  to  fufpend  that 
favourable  opinion  of  him,  which  his  for- 
mer introduction  of  the  queftion  of  a  parlia- 
mentary reform,  had  led  him  to  entertain. 
His  own  mind  is  accurately  expreffed  in  a 
private  letter  to  a  friend,  written  about  fix 
months  after  the  difmiffion  of  the  coali- 
tionifts  :  "  As  to  administration,"  fays  he, 
"  I  find  myfelf  receding  very  fair,  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  without  approaching  to  Mr.  Fox.     I . 

O  4  have 

on  the  marriage-a£t,  and  he  mure,  admire  his  fenfible 
feeling  heart.  I  really  do,  in  my  confcience,  believe, 
that  he  poiTeiTes  the  ability  and  the  will  to  reform  the 
penal  code.  I  mean  that  ability  which  would  capaci- 
tate him  to  prefide  at  fuch  a  committee  of  lawyers,  &c, 
as  might  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  new  penal  code. 
I  know  his  virtues,  and  I  know  his  faults.  I  know  the 
in^uence  his  party  has  upon  him,  I  fee  how  his  con- 
duel:  has  ruined  public  confidence,  and,  I  truft,  I  re- 
fented  it  as  a  citizen  ought  to  do:  but  I  deplore  his 
lofs.  I  do  verily  believe,  that  in  every  point  he  thinks 
with  us  about  thefe  matters ;  but  his  intimacies,  his 
connections,  bind  him  down  to  other  counfels,  and  the 
habits  of  his  life  have  gotten  too  much  hold  of  him, 
and  ambition  is  his  ruling  paffion.  Such  is  the  misfor- 
tune of  our  times,  that,  through  one  caufe  or  another, 
we  have  no  great  man  that  will  fteadily  ferve  his 
country," 
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have  no  hope  from  factions.  Our  bufinefs 
is  with  the  people,  and  the  people's  bufinefs 
is  to  do  their  own  bufinefs.  No  prefent  or 
future  idol  will  do  it  for  them."  But  it 
fhould  be  obferved,  and  I  am  able,  of  my 
own  knowledge  to  do  him  juftice  in  this 
refpecl,  that  while  Dr.  Jebb  expreffed  him- 
felf  in  language  correfpondent  to  his  feel- 
ings on  what  he  confidered  as  Mr.  Fox's 
defection  from  the  caufe  of  virtue,  of  free- 
dom, and  of  the  people,  and  on  Mr.  Pitt's 
compliance  with  the  pleafure  of  others,  he 
never  failed  to  exprefs  his  high  opinion  of, 
and  refpect  for,  the  abilities  of  both  ;  and 
his  ardent  wifh  that  they  might,  in  the  end, 
deferve  well  of  their  country,  and  obtain  the 
reward  of  genuine-virtue  and  patriotifm,  the 
blefiings  of  their  contemporaries  and  of  pof- 
terity. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1784,  Dr.  Jebb 
was  again  confined  to  his  houfe  feveral 
weeks,  by  an  inflammatory  complaint,  which 
formed  an  abfcefs  in  his  groin.  In  the  fum- 
mer  he  went  to  £uxton,  but  returned  with- 
out any  ienfihle  benefit 

In 
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In  a  letter  to  another  gentleman,  dated 
the  23d  of  June,  1784,  he  fays,  "  Every 
thins  mould  be  now  done,  which  can  con- 
tribute  to  fpread  the  facred  flame  of  freedom 
through  the  country.  The  profpect,  at  pre- 
fent,  is  mod  pleafing,  I  do  not  fay,  of  im- 
mediate fuccefs,  for  that  is  fcarcely  to  be 
hoped  for;  but  I  rejoice  to  fee  that  preju- 
dices are  every  where  rapidly  giving  way, 
and  that  there  is  reafonable  ground  to  hope, 
perhaps,  at  no  very  diftant  period,  for  that 
full  concurrence  of  the  collective  body, 
which,  under  heaven,  can  alone  effect  fuc- 
cefs, and  render  the  meafure  permanently 
ufeful  to  ourfelves,  and  our  pofterity. 

"  The  debate  in  the  houfe  was  well  fup- 
ported  on  both  fides.*  Lord  North  brought 
forward  the  whole  itrength  of  the  argument 
of  the  opponent  party,  and  Mr.  Pitt  ably 
anfwered   his   objections ;    and,    moreover, 

pledged 

*  On  the  motion  made,  June  16,  1784,  by  alderman 
Sawbridge,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  alderman  Newnham, 
"  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  parliament."  Which  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  74.  See  New  annual  reghter  for  1 784, 
(•■  122? 
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pledged  himfelf  never  to  defert  this  caufe; 
which  lail  circumftance  I  am  glad  of,  chiefly 
on  his  own  account,  as  I  wifh  him  to  efta- 
blifh  a  cbai  :r  for  ccnfifrency  and  honour. 
But  I  truft  thai  fucv^io  ...  oui  a>eafure  does 
not  depend  upon  the  precarious  vinue  of 
minifters,  parliaments,  or  kings ;  but,  upon 
that  general  approbation,  v.ith  which  a 
meafure  that  aims  at  the  abolition  of  faction, 
and  the  promotion  of  peace  and  good  order, 
will  focner  or  later  be  received  by  a  gene- 
rous, fpirited,  and  enlightened  people." 

With  refpecT:  to  Dr.  Jebb's  faith  in  mini- 
flers,  he  ccniidered  their  attachment  to  a 
parliamentary  reform,  as  the  only  teft  of 
their  friendly  difpofltion  towards  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  He  greatly  lamented, 
that  wher.-  the  rage  for  addrerling  the  king, 
on  the  diJ  olutionoi  the  parliament,  in  1783, 
prevailed,  iome  perfons  had  obftructed  the 
admiffion  of  his  favourite  caufe,  along  with 
their  congratulations,  which  the  circum- 
flances  of  that  feafon  afforded  fo  favourable 
an  opportunity  to  mention  with  conliderable 
advantage.  Obferving,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  • 
dated  Auguft  the  16th,  1784,  "  that  they 

who 
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who  do  not  make  our  caufe  the  firfl  poli- 
tical object,  are  not  worthy  of  being  reported 
its  friends." 

The  effect  of  a  reform  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion,  he  juftly  conceived,  would  appear  in 
every  political  meafure,  by  affording  the  ut- 
mofl  perfection  of  political  wifdom,  inte- 
grity, and  confidence.  Its  influence  upon 
an  union  with  Ireland,  he  obferved,  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Joy,  of  Belfaft,  dated  Novem- 
ber the  28th,  1784.  "  With  refpect  to 
your  connection  with  this  country,"  fays  he, 
"  no  man  is  more  fatisfied  of  the  neceflity 
of  a  federal  union  than  myfelf,  but  I  have 
long  imagined  that  every  attempt  to  fettle 
fuch  connection,  upon  an  equitable  perma- 
nent bafis,  will  be  impracticable,  until  par- 
liaments are  elected,  which  mail  fairly  re- 
pre fen t  the  real  interefts  of  each  country, 
which  fhall  promote  the  fubftantial  interefl 
of  both,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  prevent  the 
poffibility  of  future  difcord." 

Dr.  Jebb  had  every  attention  paid  to  him 
from  the  friends  of  the  common  caufe.  He 
had  been  the  delegate  from  the  committee 
of  Huntingdonfliire,  the  confidential  friend 

of 
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of  a  refpectable  committee  of  correfpondencc 
appointed  by  the  delegates  of  forty-five  vo- 
lunteer corps  in  Ireland ;  and  was  afterwards 
elected  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
county  of  Caernarvon.  Upon  this  laft  oc- 
cafion,  I  am  favoured  with  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Griffith,  which,  as  it  is  not  confined  to  the 
fingle  acknowledgment  of  the  compliment 
intended  by  his  election  into  that  body,  but 
enters  into  the  principles  and  object  of  his 
conduct,  deferves  particular  notice. 

"    DEAR    SIR, 

"  I  have  to  requefl  that  you  will  com- 
municate to  the  committee  of  the  county  of 
Caernarvon,  my  belt,  acknowledgments  for 
the  honour  they  have  conferred  upon  me  by 
electing  me  into  their  fociety. 

"  I  recollect,  with  fatisfaction,  that  the 
county  of  Caernarvon,  at  an  early  period, 
afferted  the  neceflity  of  reforming  the  repre- 
fentation  of  this  country  ;  that  its  freeholders 
have  perfevered,  with  unabated  energy,  in 
the  purfuit  of  that  great  object;  and  that, 
upon  a  late  occafion,  they  afforded  a  noble 
example  of  confntency  and  fpirit,  by  declar- 
ing 
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ing  their  fentiments   upon  this  fubjec"t,   at 
the  foot  of  the  throne. 

"  My  feelings  with  refpect  to  this  great 
meafure,  rendered  every  hour  more  necef- 
fary,  are,  I  truft,  in  unifon  with  thofe  of  the 
gentlemen  I  have  now  the  honour,  through 
your  means,  to  addrefs.  It  fhall  ever  be  my 
pleafure,  and  my  pride,  to  convince  them, 
that  I  regard  their  approbation  as  an  addi- 
tional incentive  to  the  perfeverance  in  that 
line  of  conduit  which  has  recommended  me 
to  their  favour. 

"  The  evils  which  afflicl  all  ranks  and 
orders  in  this  country,  and  now  threaten  to 
overwhelm  it,  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
nothing  under  providence,  but  the  united 
ftrength  and  concentrated  wifdom  of  its  beffc 
and  ableft  men  can  refcue  it  from  deft-ruc- 
tion. 

<{  In  a  free  and  conftitutional  parliament 
alone  it  is  reafonable  to  expecl"  that  wifdom. 
It  hath  not  hitherto  been  found  either  in 
minifters  or  kings.  And  the  fcrength  which 
refts  upon  any  other  bails  will  appear  to  be 
weaknefs  in  the  day  of  trial. 

(i  Recent 
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"  Recent  events  mew  the  necefTity  of  an 
exertion  of  the  inquifitorial  power  of  the 
people  j  that  power,  which,  by  their  real 
reprefentatives,  they  have  always  exercifed 
in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger  with  effect. 

"  The  doctrine  lately  advanced  by  high 
judicial  authority,  refpe&ing  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  law  of  libels,  is  juftly  alarming. 

"  The  freedom  of  the  prefs  hath  been  in- 
vaded,* and  the  right  of  the  people  to  af- 
femble  for  the  purpofe  of  considering  their 
grievances,    and   of  deliberating    upon   the 

mode 

*  Our  author  once  obferved,  when  fpeaking  of  the 
bill  which  paffed  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  retrain 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs, — "  If  there  really  exifts  that 
bad  fpirit  in  the  country,  which  is  held  forth  by  the 
partizans  of  the  bill,  is  it  probable  that  fuch  fpirit  will 
be  fubdued  or  foftened  by  the  propofed  reftraint  r  I  have 
always  conceived  that  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  affords 
the  grand  fecurity  againft  that  deteftable  practice  of  af- 
faffination,  which  fo  much  difgraces  thole  countries 
where  this  blefling  is  unknown.  A  man  conceives  re- 
fentment ;  the  prefs  affords  an  opportunity  of  venting 
his  paffion  ;  the  prefent  feeling  is  gratified  ;  the  refent- 
ment  is  no  more.  But,  if  he  is  reitrained  from  the  op- 
portunity of  pouring  forth  his  plaint  into  the  breafts  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  the  paiTion  conceives  frefh  fury 
from  confinement,  and  dark  refentment  affecls  its  pur- 
pofe by  a  more  fatal  and  furer  procefs." 
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dcm,  would  be  adopted  in  this.  Dr.  Jebh 
ufed  to  obferve  on  that  occaiion,  that  as 
men  looked  fometimes  to  the  weft  for  evi- 
dence of  the  fun  having  rifen,  viz.  when 
high  hills  in  that  quarter  catch  the  nrft  rays 
of  lisht,  fo  he  looked  to  Ireland  for  the 
minifter's  purpofes.  He  had  obferved  {o 
many  and  repeated  defections  in  public  cha- 
racters, that  he  placed  no  further  confidence 
in  any  thing,  but  deeds.  He  generally 
fufpected  the  favourable  iffue  of  general 
propofals,  and  was  careful  to  mark,  very 
exactly,  every  weighed  expremon  in  which 
fuch  propofals  were  made.  This  he  did, 
with  every  allowance  that  candour  could 
fugged,  but  not  without  the  mod  pungent 
concern  at  obferving  how  frequently  the  in- 
tegrity and  independence  of  the  man,  were 
loft  in  the  official  character;  he  fuffered 
under  the  very  mortifying  reflection  that 
the  very  appointment  which  gave  fcope  to 
the  effecting  the  mofc  fignal  fervices  to  our 
country,  and  of  railing  the  moft  honourable 
fame  to  its  minifters,  was  very  generally 
made  the  medium  through  which  they 
ftruek   at   the  vitals  of  liberty,  and  fealed 

their 
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mode  of  peaceably  redrefling  them,  has  been 
queftioned  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom. 

"  If  the  liberties  of  Ireland  be  extin- 
guiihed,  the  boafted  liberties  of  England 
may  not  long  furvive. 

"  In  thefe  circumflances,  I  am  free  to 
declare  my  opinion  of  the  neceffity  of  a  ge- 
neral anbciation  for  reitoring  the  confti- 
tution. 

"  But  to  you  it  is  unneceffary  to  expa- 
tiate. Permit  me  once  more  to  exprefs  my 
fenfe  of  obligation  to  the  refpeclable  com- 
mittee and  yourfelf,  and  to  allure  you  of 
the  efteem  with  which  I  am 

Your  fincere  friend  and  obedient  fervant, 

John  Jebb. 

Parliament-ltxeet, 
Nov.  19,  1784. 

While  the  politics  of  Ireland  more  par- 
ticularly engaged  the  attention  of  this  coun- 
try, as  exhibited  in  the  refoiutions  of  their 
volunteer  corps  and  general  meetings  of  de- 
legates, as  alio  in  the  mininerial  operations 
of  a  contrary  tendency,  it  was  natural  to 
fuppofe  the  meafures  purfued  in  that  king- 
dom, 
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their  own  fhame ;  oftentimes  leaving  them- 
felves  no  other  than  the  thin,  fpare  covering 
of  that  mantle,  which  fhelters  them  in  "  the 
hofpital  for  incurables." 

Thefe  obfervations  will  be  juflified  by  an. 
extract  from  a  letter  to  a  friend,  when  Mr. 
Pitt's  engagement  to  Mr.  Wyvill  gave  the 
public  fome  hope  of  a  reform  in  the  repre- 
fentation.*  "  I  am  informed,"  fays  he* 
"  by  Mr.  Wyvill,  that,  upon  the  reiterated 
aiTurances  of  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Pitt  for  a  par- 
liamentary reform,  he  has  written  into 
Yorkfhire  to  found  the  friends  there  re- 
flecting a  meeting.  I  have  the  greateft 
opinion  of  Mr.  Wyvill's  integrity  and  zeal* 
but  as  I   am  not  fo  clear,  with  refpecl  to 

the 

*  The  engagement  referred  to  was  exprefied  in  tha 
Following  terms :  "  Mr.  Wyvill  has  been  authorifed 
by  Mr.  Pitt  to  aflert,  that  he  will  bring  on  thequeftion 
of  parliamentary  reformation  as  early  in  the  nextfefllon 
as  poffible  ;  that  he  will  fupport  his  proportions  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  ftrength,  and  exert  his  whole  power  and 
credit,  as  a  man  and  as  a  minifter,  honeftly  and  boldly 
to  carry  fuch  a  meliorated  fyftem  of  reprefentation^  as 
may  place  the  conftitution  on  a  footing  of  permanent 
fccurity." 

MEM*  P 
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the  extent  of  Mr.  Pitt's  idea,  and  am  far 
from  being  clear  that  the  repeal  of  the  fep- 
tennial  bill  is  to  form  a  part  of  his  plan, 
(without  which  we  obtain  nothing)  I  am 
far  from  being  fanguine  with  refpect  to  the 
event.     I  could  not,  however,  avoid  giving 
fo  true  a  friend  to  the  caufe  as  you  are  this 
information;  advifing  nothing  but  to   look 
out,  and  to  keep   a  good  watch,  and  to  be 
upon  your   guard  not  to  adopt   haftily  any 
plan  of  reform,   in  which   the  aforefaid  re- 
peal is  not  contained.     For  what  avails  it, 
if  members  are  ever   fo   well  returned,    if 
they  fit  forfeven  years  ?  The  majority  could 
never  itand  the  powers  of  corruption,  that 
would  be  exercifed  upon   them.      On   the 
other  hand,  I  fee  that  a  repeal  of  the  fepten- 
nial  act,  without  fome  reform  in  the  repre- 
fentation,  either  concomitant  or  fubfequent, 
fo   as   to   take  place  before  the  next  general 
election,  would  be  but  of  little  avail.*    For 

thefe 

*  cc  It  would  be  right,"  fays  he,  on  another  ©ccafioa, 

st  to  fay  of  annual  elections,  not  that  the  people  havr  a 
risht  to  them,  for  they  have  a  right  to  any  thing  ;  hut 
that  annual  elections  are  the  beft  means  of  having  the 

voice 
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theie  reafons,  let  us  be  careful  that  both 
points  are  demanded."  And  he  afterwards 
obferves  to  the  fame  friend  :  "  The  men 
who  really  mean  to  ferve  us,  will  receive 
their  due  mare  of  honour,  when  the  deed  is 
done ;  before  that  moment,  praife  and  con- 
fidence will  be,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
both  mifplaced." 

So  again,  in  writing  to  another  friend,  on 
the  fame  occafion,  he  fays,  "  it  is  a  good 
thing  when  minifters  of  ilate  thus  come  for- 
wards ;  but  it  will  behove  the  people  and 
the  people's  friends  to  fpeak  explicitly,  and. 
not,  on  any  account,  to  manifefl  a  predi- 
lection in  favour  of  party.  The  caufe  being 
infinitely  too  important  to  be  abufed  to  party 
purpofes.  Having  no  communication  my- 
feif  with  minifters  of  ft  ate,  nor,  indeed,  de- 
firing  any,  having,  I  think,  reafon  to  fear, 
their  intentions  when  I  look  to  what  has 
been  done  and  is  doing  in  Ireland." 

P  ±  The 

voice  of  the  people  heard,  and  of  controling  the  repre- 
Fentative,  and  of  having  the  greateft  number  poffible  of 
Voters,  corne  of  age  to  vote,  and,  therefore,  are  the  right 
of  the  people.  Seffional  parliaments  may  be  obj  e&cd 
to,  as  the  feflion  might  be  prolonged  to  feven  years," 
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The  difcufiion  of  the  rights  of  juries,  m 
the  cafe  of  the  dean  of  St.  Afaph,  greatly 
engaged  Dr.  Jebb's  thoughts.  "  The  fox- 
ites,"  fays  he,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  "  are 
much  for  a  declaratory  law  refpeding  juries. 
I  have  fome  apprehenfions  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure.  I  would  rather  wim  an  impeachment, 
or  an  exhortation  from  the  people's  repre- 
fentatives  to  the  people,  to  ufe  the  power, 
lord  Mansfield  allows,  on  all  occafionsj  or, 
what  ftrikes  me  more,  to  repeal  the  con- 
cluding part  of  Wefrm.  ii.  c.  30.  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  in  all  criminal  cafes,  the  jury 
be  obliged,  not  barely  permitted,  to  find  a 
general  verdict  ;  and  that  they  mould  never 
be  permitted  to  find  the  truth  of  indifferent 
fads,  and  leave  the  legal  complexion  of 
thofc  fads  to  the  jufiices-;  for  by  fuch  con- 
dud  they,  in  fad,  defcrt  their  charge,  and 
deliver  up  their  fellow-citizen,  who  has 
put  himfelf  upon  their  judgment  for  good 
and  evil,  to  the  profeflional  prejudices  of 
men,  who,  not  being  recently  fvvorn  to  the 
fpecific  cafe,  cannot  have  their  feelings'  fo 
much  alive,  as  men  whole  oaths  are  taken 
for  the  fmgh  purpofe  of  trying  whether  the 

culprit 
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culprit  hath  been  guilty  of  an  infraction  of 
the  laws  of  his  country.  Befides,  the  jury 
thus  fworn  mould  ails,  the  culprit's  leave  to 
divide  the  law  and  fact.  I  have  often  thought 
the  above  permimon  claufe,  in  Weilm.  ii. 
c.  30.  a  fatal  one;  it  opened  the  door  to 
thole  incroachments  of  the  juftices,  which 
have  now  inverted  them  with  all  power,  and 
reduced  the  people  to  almofl  brutal  igno- 
rance of  what  it  molt  concerns  them  to 
know." 

And  in  a  fubfequent  letter  to  the  fame 
gentleman,  he  fays,  "  it  is  time  I  mould 
thank  you  for  the  perufal  of  the  admirable 
tract  on  libels.  Every  thing  I  fee,  points 
out,  in  my  idea,  the  necemty  of  a  penal 
code,  wherein  crimes  ihould  be  defined  with 
preciiion,  and  fhort  forms  of  indictment, 
like  original  writs,  mould  be  eftablimed ; 
and  juries  be  under  an  obligation  to  find  the 
truth  or  faifhood  of  the  general  iflue.  J  am 
alio  inclined  to  think,  that  a  libel  mould 
not  be  confidered  as  a  criminal,  but  as  a 
civil  injury  only;  and  damages,  the  only 
remedy.     Crimes  of  like  nature  againil  the 

P  3  Hate, 
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Rate,  fuch  as  attempts  to  difturb  the  public 
peace,  by  feditious  words,  writings,  or  acts, 
might  come  under  other  offences." 


1£>J 


Mr.  Wyvill  expreiUng  an  earned  defire 
that  Mr.  Pitt's  bill  for  a  reform  might 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  fociety 
for  conftitutional  information,  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  be  made  the  center  of  union  among 
the  friends  of  a  reform;  a  motion  to 
that  effect  was  made  in  the  fociety  by  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Wyvill's,  who  was  difpofed 
to  adopt  that  idea.  Dr.  Jebb  readily  af- 
fented  to  the  publication  and  circulation  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  but  warmly  protefted  againffc 
any  declared  vote  of  preference.  On  this 
occafion  he  was  told  by  fome,  that  "  he 
fhewed  himfelf  an  enemy  to  thecaufe."  "  I 
am  cenfured,"  fays  he  to  a  friend,  "  as 
meaning  to  overthrow  a  queftion,  in  fup- 
port  of  which  I  have  facrificed  my  fortune, 
health,  and  peace  of  mind,  fo  far  as  peace 
of  mind  depends  on  external  circumftances  ; 
but  I  will  not  fwerve  from  principle,  let 
them  fay  what  they  pleafe," 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Jebb  alfo  wrote  to  Mr.  Wyvill,  about 
the  fame  time,  to  decline  attending  a  meet- 
ing at  the  Thatched-heufe  tavern  on  the  7th 
of  May,  which  was  called  together,  with 
the  view  of  uniting  the  general  friends  of  re- 
form, upon  the  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt's  bill. 
This  letter  foon  afterwards  appeared  in  the 
public  prints,  and  is  preferved  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes, as  containing  the  doctor's  fentiments 
upon  the  policy  of  that  propofal,  and  as 
mewing  his  friendly  difpofition  towards  thofe 
who  were  divided  from  him  in  opinion,  as 
well  as  his  inflexible  adherence  to  his  own 
convictions,  independent  of  his  perfonal  at- 
tachments to  feveral  very  highly  refpe&ed 
characters.* 

In  the  autumn  this  year,  Dr.  Jebb  went 
to  Cheltenham,  but  returned  from  thence, 
with  as  little  advantage  to  his  health  as  he 
had  the  preceding  year  viiited  Buxton.  While 
at  Cheltenham,  and,  for  feveral  weeks  after- 
wards, during  his  confinement  at  home  he 
liudied  the  faxon  Language,  the  anglo-faxon 
laws,  englifh    hillory  and  antiquities,  with 

P  4  a  view 

*  .See  vol.  iii.  p.  377, 
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a  view  to  examine  into  our  criminal  code, 
and  particular  points  of  liberty.  The  vigour 
of  his  mind  was  fHll  equal  to  the  furnifhing 
himfelf  with  this  frefh  {lore  of  knowledge ; 
he  forefaw  the  advantage  of  fuch  an  acquisi- 
tion in  the  inveftigation  of  the  legal  rights 
of  englishmen,  and  had  defigned  to  have 
employed  it  in  the  fupport  of  fome  great 
conflitutional  queitions,  which  he  coniidered 
as  eiTential  to  the  freedom  of  his  count; 

But 

*  Dr.  Jebb  had  much  confidered  the  frate  of  the  cri- 
minal law  of  this  country,  and  was  convinced  of  the 
great  neceflity  cf  a  revifion  of  the  whole  penal  code.  At 
his  inftance,  Mr.  Lofft  publilhed  his  catalogue  of  penal 
ftatutes.  Dr.  Jebb  frequently  obferved  not  only  the 
readinefs,  but  the  careleflnefs  with  which  fuch  laws 
were  frequently  paHed,  and  of  which  fir  William  Mere- 
dith once  very  feafonably  and  properly  apprifed  the 
houfe.  Befides  which,  the  fame  gentleman  pleaded 
with  great  force  of  argument,  in  a  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  on  the  13th  of  May  1777,  againft 
the  increafe  of  penal  laws. 

In  1785  there  were  published  "  Thoughts  on  execu- 
tive juftice."  A  tracl,  which,  though  not  very  gene- 
rally approved,  was  more  commended  than  was  con- 
fiftent  with  the  natural  difcernment  and  humanity  of 
engliihmen.  Such  approbation,  Dr.  Jebb  confidered 
£s  the  reproach  of  our  v/ifdom  and  virtue. 
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But,  as  the  year  began  to  dawn,  it  was 
very  obfervable  to  many  of  his  friends 
that,  according  to  every  appearance,  and 
without  fome  very  great  and  fingular  ef- 
fort of  nature,  his  increafed  debility,  would 
defeat  every  exertion  of  the  moil  judicious 
medical  afTiftance,  and  terminate  the  re- 
maining fparks  of  human  life. 

In  this  enfeebled  ft  ate,  his  mind  was  ac- 
tive. His  "  Thoughts  on  prifons,"  were 
printed,  and  circulated  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk in  1785,  by  his  much  valued  friend 
Mr.  Lofft ;  and  there  is  fufficient  reafon  for 
concluding  that  this  little  tract  had  effect  on 
the  deliberations  of  the  juftices  at  Ipfwich, 

and 

But  thefe  "  Thoughts,"  whatever  impreflion  they 
might  make  in  their  day,  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
think  there  is  no  fecurity  to  be  had  for  themfelves,  but 
by  the  deftrudtion  of  half  their  fpecies,  or  when  they 
are  themfelves  defended  by  a  perpetual  guard  and  a 
bayonet,  received  their  final  overthrow  in  a  demonftra- 
tion  of  their  evil  tendency  in  fome  very  mafterly  "  Ob- 
fervations,"  published  fo  lately  as  1786,  and  faid  to 
have  been  written  by  a  learned  and  very  ingenious 
gentleman  of  one  of  our  law  focieties  ;  and  to  them  is 
added  "  A  letter  containing  remarks  on  the  fame  work," 
in  which  it  is  eafy  to  difcover  the  fentiments  and  the 
fryle  of  the  celebrated  Dr,  Franklin. 
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and  Bury,  then  engaged  in  erecting  a  new 
gaol  for  the  divifion  of  Ipfvvich,  and  a  new 
houfe  of  correction  for  that  of  Burv.  In 
the  former,  the  exterior  wall  was  reduced 
in  height  to  15  feet  above  the  furface  ;  at 
Bury,  the  outer  wall  was  rejected. 

The  2:ocd  effects  of  this  very  excellent 
tract  it  was  apprehended  would  be  extended 
by  a  more  general  publication.  In  this  hope 
Dr.  Jebb  revifed  and  corrected  it  with  his 
dying  hand  :*  and  his  furviving  friend  pub- 
lished 

*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  554 — 568  Upon  the  publication  of 
this  pofthumous  tract,  Mr.  Maty  obferved,  that  it  was 
cc  the  laft  work  of  the  much  valued  and  much  lamented 
John  Jebb  ;  he  was  correcting  fome  of  the  laft  fnects  of 
it,"  fays  he,  "  the  laft  time  I  faw  him,  and  with  it  he 
clofed  a  life  of  the  moft  vigorous,  and  unremitting  pur- 
fuit  of  whatever  he  conceived  to  be  ufeful  to  his  fellow 
creatures,  for  whom  he  feemed  to  live."  Mr.  Maty 
clofes  his  account  with  faying  that  he  confidered  Dr. 
Jebb  as  "  the  moft  perfect  human  being  he,  and  he  be- 
lieved, thofe  who  approached  him  as  nigh  as  he  did, 
had  ever  fee n."  (See  his  New  review  for  May  1786, 
vol.  ix.  p.  34.7.)  Since  which  time,  that  worthy  and 
learned  man  has  finiihed  his  courfe,  (January  16,  1 7S7,) 
in  the  43d  year  of  his  age,  and  in  his  laft  illnefs  made  it 
his  requeft  to  be  buried  near  the  grave  of  his  friend.  Mr. 
Maty's  learning  and  connections  promifed   his  future 

advancement 
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liflied  it  Toon  after  his  death,   adding  there- 
to "  an  ab  draft  of  felonies  created  by  ftatute 

'and 

advancement  in  the  church,  but  his  confcientious  fcru- 
ples  induced  him  to  relinquifh  a  fituation  flattering  in 
all  worldly  profpedts.  But  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  enter 
into  any  particular  biographical  account  of  him  ;  never- 
thelefs,  his  "  Reafons  for  feparating  from  the eftablifhed 
church,"  makes  his  fituation,  added  to  his  recent  death, 
fo  nearly  connected  with  that  of  our  author,  that  a  re- 
publication of  them,  is  neither  uninterefting  to  the  caufe 
of  religion,  nor  unimportant  to  the  memory  of  fo  excel- 
lent a  man.  And  being  united  by  friendfhip  in  life,  I 
wifh  their  names  may  not  be  feparated  in  death.  What- 
ever difference  there  was  in  opinion  between  Mr.  Mary 
and  Dr.  Jebb,  on  certain  queftions,  he  was  neverthelefs  a 
conftant  attendant  at  the  fame  place  of  public  worfhip  , 
for  although  he  was,  as  he  fays  himfelf,  "rather  inclined 
to  the  arian  hypothefis,"  he  was,  in  re fpecl  to  the  ob- 
ject of  religious  worfhip,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  an  unitarian  : 
nor  would  hejoin  in  offering  up  prayers  to  any  other 
than  the  one  only  true  God,  the  father  of  all.  Some 
account  of  Mr.  Maty  is  given  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  for  January  in  the  prefent  year,  {vol.  Ivii. 
p.  92,)  and  in  the  fame  valuable  periodical  publication 
for  1777,  (vol.  xlvii.  p.  466)  the  following  paper  was 
firft  publifhed. 

Britifh  Mufeum,   Oct.  22,   1777. 

<c  I  fhould  neither  have  withdrawn  myfelf  from  the 
miniltry  of  the  church  of  England,  nor  have  troubled 
|the  public  with  my   reafons  for  fo  doing,   if  I   had  not 

(tight   myfelf  obliged    to   both.     I    truft,  therefore, 

that 
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and  other  articles  relative  to  the  penal  law." 
His  "  Biographical  iketch,"  which  alio  ac- 
companied 

that  both  the  ftep   itfelf,    and    this  account  of  my   mo- 
tives for  taking  it,  will  be  treated  with  candour. 

"  As  a  chriftian  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  evidence, 
and  deeply  folicitous  about  the  fuccefs  of  whatever  had 
a  tendency  to  promote  the  caufe  of  chriftianity,  I  thought 
myfelf  called  upon  to  ftudy  the  controverfy  about  fub- 
fcriptions.  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  efFecr. 
that  ftudy  has  had  upon  my  mind,  which  I  offer  as  a 
vindication  of  my  own  conduct  only,  and  hope  it  will 
be  accepted  as  fuch. 

"  I  have  no  objection  to  fubferiptions  in  general  to 
articles  of  faith,  which,  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
urged  againft  them  by  Burnet,  the  mafterly  author  of 
the  Confeffional,  and  others,  feem  to  me  both  lawful  and 
expedient;  all  the  arguments  that  have  been  brought 
againft  them  tending  only  to  prove  that  their  ufe  has 
been  lefs  hitherto  than  it  might  have  been,  owing  to 
the  narrow  principles  on  which  they  have  been  framed  ; 
confiderations  which,  in  my  opinion,  do  not  outweigh 
the  objections  ftated  by  Dr.  Balguy  to  having  none 
at  all. 

"  But  fatisfied  as  I  fhould  be,  for  myfelf,  with  a 
fubfeription  of  fome  fort,  and  probably  not  a  very  ge- 
neral one  neither,  I  cannot  comply  with  that  required 
of  me  to  the  prefent  articles  and  liturgy,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reafons. 

"  Firft,  after  beftowing  all  the  pain-  which  I  am  able 
to  give  in  informing  myfelf  of  what  is  the  true  fcrip- 
ture  doclrine  of  the  trinity,  the  only  conclufion  I  have 

been 
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companiedit,  I  am  happy  to  fuojoin  to  thefe 
memoirs ;  and  I  mould  be  wanting  injustice 


to 


been  able  to  arrive  at  is,  that  I  fee  no  diffident  proof 
of  the  athanafian,  and  rather  incline  to  the  arian  hypo- 
thecs. 

"  Secondly,  lam  clear,  that  the  very  dangerous  doc- 
trine that  unbaptized  children  are  fubjecr.  to  the  penal- 
ties of  fin,  is  aflerted  in  the  ninth  article,  and  ftill  more 
frrongly  in  the  fervice  for  the  public  baptifm  of  infants; 
and  that  it  is  not  taught  in  the  bible. 

"  Thirdly,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  notwithftanding 
what  has  been  written  by  Dr.  Tucker,  and  others, 
upon  the  fubject,  that  the  feventeenth  article  does  teach 
abfolute  predeftination  ;  a  doctrine  likewife  not  found 
in  the  bible,  and  of  a  ftill  more  deftruclive  tendency 
than  that  of  original  fin.  Thefe  are  my  principal  ob- 
jections ;  I  have  others  to  many  parts  of  the  fervice, 
but  do  not  mention  them,  partly  becaufe  they  are  to 
things  generally  complained  of,  and  which  will  pro- 
bably be  removed  whenever  a  reviflon  takes  place  ;  and, 
partly,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  how  far,  had  they  been 
the  only  ones,  they  would  have  led  me  to  think  of  a 
feparation. 

"  This  feparation  I  do  now  think  myfelf  authorized 
to;  becaufe,  believing  the  doctrines  themfelves  to  be 
erroneous,  I  am  not  fatisfied  with  any  reafons  that  I 
have  feen  given  for  continuing  to  fubferibe  them  under 
fuch  a  perfuafion.  I  cannot  be  thoroughly  fatisfied, 
that  either  the  words  in  which  it  is  drawn,  or  the  king's 
declaration,  juftify  me,  who  think  with  Arminius  on 
the  fubjccT:,  in  fubferibing  the  feventeenth  article ;  the 

more 
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to  Mr.  Lofft  not  to  mention  that  I  received 
from   him    in  the  handibmeft:   manner,    the 

liberty 

more,  as  It  Is  a  fubject  which,  In  my  opinion,  is  to 
be  difputed  upon,  and  the  obvious  fenfe  of  the  article 
preached  againfc,  whenever  opportunity  offers.  If  the 
plea  made  for  fubferibing  this  one  could  avail  me,  I 
have  no  fuch  plea  for  fubferibing  the  articles  relative  to 
the  trinity,  or  continuing  to  read  the  parts  of  the  liturgy 
relative  either  to  them  or  the  doclrine  of  original  fin. 
Thefe  were  not  fubjecls  of  difpute  at  the  time  the  ar- 
ticles were  drawn,  and  of  courfe  no  falvo  was  made  for 
them,  except  the  general  one  of  the  fixth  article.  But 
furcly  Dr.  Wateriand  very  fully  confuted  Dr.  Clarke's 
ideas  on  this  fubjecl,  in  his  Cafe  of  arian  fubferiptions; 
and  if  he  had  not,  the  author  of  the  Confeffional  has  un- 
anfwerably  proved,  that  if  the  fixth  article  had  been  de- 
figned  to  juftify  thofe  who,  willingly  binding  themfelves 
to  fupoort  the  opinions  of  the  majority,  propagate  opi- 
nions different  from  theirs,  it  might  have  juitified  the 
reman  catholics,  it  might  have  juftified  the  firfr.  feditious 
and  mad  difgracers  of  proteftantifm,  whereas  againfr.  both 
thefe  the  articles  are  well  known  to  have  been  made. 
Neither  Dr.  Powell's  plea  in  favour  of  fir  it  fubferiptions, 
nor  Mr.  Key's  Considerations  on  obfolete  ordinances, 
can  be  of  fervice  to  me,  who,  at  this  time  of  Life,  am  not 
at  liberty  to  fubferibe  upon  authority,  and  whofe  objec- 
tions both  to  articles  and  liturgy  are  too  extenfive  to 
find  a  foiution  in  the  do&rine  of  obfolete  ordinances. 

'*   Finally,  I  can  neither  fubmit  to  acquiefce  in  filence, 
after  having  made  my  objections  known,  nor  take  upon 
me  to  alter  the  fervice  of  the  church  as  long  as  I  con- 
tinue 


(     223     ) 

liberty  of  incorporating  into  the  prefent  work, 
this  laft  legacy  of  our  friend. 


Dr. 


tinue  to  profefs  myfelf  a  minifter  of  it.     The  latter,  be- 
fides  its  being  of  dangerous  example,  I  rather  think  my 
ntary  promife  to  ufe  the  eftablifhed  liturgy  precludes 
me  from.    With  the  former,  I  could  only  have  been  fa- 
tisfied  upon  the  fuppqfitjon  that  the  things  complained 
of  were  indifferent,  or,  as  they  have  been  thought  to  be 
by  many  good  men,  of  little  importance  ;  but  as  I  iLouid 
in  that  cafe  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  have  waited  for 
a  change  by  public  authority,   without  exprefiing  any 
difapprobation  public  or  private,  fo  being  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion,  that   is,   believing  firmly  that  fome  of 
the  obnoxious  doctrines  ftrike  at  the  root  of  all  religion, 
natural  as  well  as  revealed,  and  that  nothing  is  of  little 
importance  which  the  deifts  and  methodifts  can  make  fo 
formidable  ufe  of  as  they  are  known   to  do  of  the  fub- 
fcriptions  of  thofe  amongft  us  who  fubferibe  what  they 
profefs  not  to  believe  ;  under  thefe  circumflances  I  have 
nothing  left  me  but  the  part  on  which  I  have  determined, 
and  that  is, 

"  To  withdraw  myfelf  from  miniftering  in  the  church 
of  England,  either  till  our  forms  ihall  have  undergone 
fuch  a  revifion  and  alteration  as  I  think  they  ft;nd  in 
need  of,  or  till  time  and  farther  ftudy  mall  have  pre- 
vailed upon  me  to  view  them  in  a  different  light  from 
what  I  can  do  at  prefent. 

"  This  I,  therefore,  thus  publicly  declare  that  I  do, 

with  becoming  humility,  with  the  utmoft  diffidence  and 

•regret  for  differing  from  fuch  numbers  of  wife  and  good 

men,  and  with  the  refolution  to  perfift  in  fuch  fludies  as 

may 
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Dr.  Jebb  was  able  to  prescribe  without 
any  lofs  of  judgment,  during  his  own  lad 
illnefs,  to  fuch  indifpofitions  of  his  friends 
as  would  admit  of  their  attendance  at  his 
own  houfe.  Even  when  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary was  coniiderably  advanced,  one  who  is 
very  near  and  dear  to  myfelf,  benefitted  moft 
eflentially  by  his  medical  directions  5  and, 
enfeebled  as  he  was,  he  prefcribed,  not 
merely  with  the  fkill  of  the  phyiician,  but 
with  all  the  ardour  and  affection  of  the  friend. 
The  fcene  made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  me, 

and 

may  befr.  ferve  the  general  caufe  of  religion,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  bid  faireft  for  affording  my  own  mind  the 
conviction  none  can  more  ardently  wifh  me  than 
myfelf. 

"  I  will  only  add,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  preclude 
myfelf  from  officiating  in  any  other  proteftant  congre- 
gation ;  on  the  contrary,  fhould  I  fee  reafon  To  believe 
that  there  is  any  number  of  pious  people  difpofed  to  at- 
tend a  place  of  public  worfhip,  where  a  liturgy,  not  ma- 
terially different  from  Dr.  Clarke's,  fhall  be  ufed,  I  will 
take  the  firft  opportunity  which  prefents  itfelf  of  open- 
ing a  place  of  public  worfhip  with  fuch  a  liturgv.  In 
this  I  fhall  do  no  more  than  follow  that  ftrong  inclina- 
tion  which  firft  led  me  to  adopt,  and  will  ever  incline 
me  to  return  to,  the  moft  pleafing,  the  moft  honourable, 
the  moft  uieful  of  all  occupations." 

HENRY  MATY, 
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and   I  do  not   wifti  that  time    mould  obli- 
terate it. 

In  February  he  moved  to  Egham  for  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks,  but  without  any 
other  apparent  profpect  than  a  fpeedy  difib- 
lution.  And  yet,  in  this  late  period,  his 
mind  was  fcnfibly  delighted  with  the  open- 
ings of  nature,  and  he  exprefTed  himfelf  to 
that  effecT:  in  a  letter  to  his  intimate  and 
much  valued  friend,  Mr.  Brand  Hollis  ; 
"  The  fight  of  nature,"  fays  he,  "  in  her 
firft  exertions,  is  itfelf  enough  to  make  a 
man  better.     I  think  I  feel  its  force." 

He  furvived  his  return  to  his  houfe  in  Par- 
liament-fcreet  about  a  week,  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  thurfday,  March  the  2d,  1786,  about 
eight  o'clock,  he  breathed  his  lafi:,  having 
only  a  few  weeks  before  entered  on  the  5 ill 
year  of  his  age. 

His  remains  were  buried  in  Bunhiil-flelds 
burying-ground,  on  thurfday,  March  9th, 
attended  by  many  of  his  friends  to  the  place 
of  interment.  The  fcene  was  awful,  as 
there  feemed  not  an  heart  infeniible  of  the 
lofs  fuftained  in  the  death  of  ib  excellent  a 
man . 

MEM.  Q_  To 
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To  draw  out  his  character  at  length,  would 
be  again  to  recite  his  life  and  labours,  or  to 
obtrude  the  partial  judgment  of  a  friend, 
when  the  reader  is  made  fully  competent  to 
form  his  own.  The  reputation  of  Dr.  Jebb 
refts  on  the  moft  folid  and  lafting  bafis,  while 
it  is  left  to  reft  upon  his  own  unfullied,  ami- 
able, and  ufeful  life. 

Examine  his  conduct,  and  the  nearer 
you  view  it,  the  more  diftinctly  will  you 
obferve  his  never  ceafing  purfuit  of  know- 
ledge and  truth  ;  and  his  never  once  depart- 
ing from  his  own  well  formed  principles 
and  convictions.  And  in  all  his  differences 
with  others,  you  cannot  fail  to  mark  his  can- 
dour in  fpeaking  of  the  perfons  and  motives 
of  his  adverfaries,  however  feverely  he  re- 
probated their  opinions  and  conduct. 

In  every  point  of  view,  he  appears  to  ad- 
vantage, and  is  deferving  of  much  praife. 
In  his  own  acquirements  he  united  the  vari- 
ous merits  which  have  been  afcribed  to  men 
of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  eminence.  As  a 
divine,  he  truly  deferved  the  character  which 
was  given  by  Erafmus  of  William  Latimer, 
"  vere  theologus,  integritate  vita?  confpi- 
cuus."  As  a  phyfician,  we  may,  with  great 

truth, 
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truth,  apply  to  him,  what  Cafaubon  faid  of 
Galen,  "  criticorum,  non  minus  quam  me- 
dicorum  principem."  As  a  patriot,  we  may- 
mark  him  in  the  character  of  Sidney,  "  fanc- 
tusamor  patriae  dat  animum." 

In  fine,  "  fuit  ille  vir,  patres  confcripti, 
ficut  fcitis,  cum  foris  clarus,  turn  domi  ad- 
mirandus ;  neque  rebus  externis  magis  lau- 
dandus,  quam  inftitutis  domefticis." 


Q^2  appendix 


.    Note,  omitted  p.  95,  I.  1,  of  the  Memoirs. 

The  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  in  America,  was  a 
meafure  fo  juft  and  wife  in  itfelf,  that  it  did  not  fail 
greatly  to  intereft  the  heart  of  Dr.  Jebb,  on  many  00 
cafions.  That  fome  progrefs  has  been  made  in  this 
good  work,  the  following  documents  will  mew. 

The  general  afTembly  of  Virginia,  in  October  1786, 
pafied  a  bill  which  enacted,  "  that  from  and  after  the 
pafling  thereof,  no  flave  or  Haves  fhould  be  imported 
into  that  ftate,  or,  if  imported,  be  fold  or  bought  by 
any  perfon  whatfoever,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  one 
thoufand  pounds  for  every  flave  fo  imported,  and  five 
hundred  pounds  for  every  flave  fo  fold  or  bought :  and 
likewife  enacting,  that  every  flave  imported  contrary  to 
the  intent  of  the  act,  fhould,  upon  fuch  importation, 
become  free." 

In  New  York  there  is  a  fociety  for  the  manumiffion 
of  flaves,  and  the  protection  of  fuch  of  them  as  have 
been,  or  may  be,  liberated.  At  a  meeting  of  the  fo- 
ciety, held  in  New  York,  November  the  9th,  1787,  it 
was  refolved ; 

"  That  a  gold  medal  be  given  for  the  belt  oration  at 
the  next  annual  commencement  of  the  college  in  New 
York,  exprefling  in  the  beft  manner  the  injuftice  and 
cruelty  of  the  flave  trade,  and  the  oppreffion  and  ilJ 
policy  of  holding  negroes  in  flavery." 
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I. 


The  following  character  appeared  in  feveral 
of  the  public  prints  foon  after  the  death 
of  Dr.  Jebb ;  it  is  now  reprinted,  with 
the  confent  of  the  writer,  as  the  tribute 
of  juftice,  friendship,   and  affection. 

March  the  9th,  1786,  weredepofited  In 
Bunhill- fields,  in  unconiecrated  ground,  the 
remains  of  Dr.  John  Jebb,  attended  by  a  nu- 
merous body  of  feledt  friends,  whom  neither 
party,  intereft,  or  difference  of  opinion  could 
prevent  paying  the  laft  fad  office  to  their 
virtuous  friend  and  hero.  Two  bifhops, 
who  could  not  be  prefent,  fent  their  coaches, 
thereby  doing  honour  to  humanity. 

An  uncommon  inftance  of  a  funeral  at- 
tended folely  from  principles  of  efteem,  ve- 
neration, and  all  the  noble  affections  which 
could  influence  the  human  mind.  But  he 
was  the  friend  of  mankind,  and  the  ftrenuous 

Q^4  afTertor 
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aiTertor  of  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  this  globe. 

The  reform  he  attempted  at  Cambridge, 
in  the  education  of  youth,  by  public  exami- 
nations, will  deliver  down  his  name  to  pof- 
terity,  while  the  defeat  entails  difrrace  on 
the  oppofers. 

His  Theological  lectures  on  the  greek 
Teftamcnt,  replete  with  learning,  knowledge 
and  piety,  would  have  been  crouded  with 
pupils,  but  power  and  orthodox  zeal  pro- 
hibited attendance.  Reduced  to  a  folitary 
pupil,  the  means  of  instruction  and  living 
were  equally  cut  off. 

He  found  it  neceflary,  to  recover  his  fe- 
renity  of  mind,  to  refign  his  preferments, 
the  rectory  of  Homersficid,  and  vicarage  of 
Flixton  in  Suffolk,  after  the  fevereft  ftudies 
and  reflections,  and  from  the  deep  impreffion 
of  acting  a  lie  in  the  pretence  of  the  God 
of  truth. 

In  the  practice  of  phyfic,  fkilful,  humane 
and  fuccefsful ;  had  his  health'  permitted 
him  to  have  pur/bed  that  profelTion,  he  would 
have  been  eminently  diflinguimed. 

Another   peculiar    characteriftic    of  this 

great 
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great  man,  and  which  regulated  his  conduct, 
was,  that  after  unremitted  thoughts  and  in- 
quiries, he  never,  from  intereft,  paffion,  or 
prejudice,  deviated  from  what  he  efteemed 
the  right  line  of  rectitude  ;  well  knowing, 
with  Cicero,  that  oftentimes,  one  deviation 
leads  the  mind  fo  far  affray,  as  never  to  be 
able  to  recover  again  the  ffrait  road. 

He  was  always  fufpicious  of  power,  from 
obferving  the  general  abufeofit  ;  he  dreaded 
kin^s,  from  considering;  their  education  and 
the  perfons  who  frequent  courts,  where  truth 
cannot  enter. 

He  died  a  martyr  to  his  zeal  and  activity, 
in  promoting  knowledge,  piety  and  virtue ; 
for  his  public  energies  ruined  his  conftitu- 
tion,  and  brought  on  a  gradual  decay.  But 
he,  equally  difregarding  the  frowns  or  appro- 
bations of  courts,  the  dread  of  poverty,  or 
deferted  old  age,  went  on  his  way,  rejoicing 
in  the  approbation  of  his  own  confcience, 
and  hoping  to  meet  hereafter  in  the  approv- 
ing fmiles  of  heaven,  a  reward  for  all  his 
labours. 

His  excellent  confort,  whofe  mafculine 
mind  underflood  and  was  in  unifon  with  all 

his 
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his  principles,  is  pre-eminently  diitinguifhed 
by  her  lofs  -,  fhe  has  the  remembrance  of 
his  talents  and  virtues  to  confole  her,  which 
none  can  enjoy,  but  thofe  who,  like  her, 
poffefs  his  fpirit. 

Cui  pudor  et  juftitia;  foror, 
Incorrupta  fides  nudaque  Veritas, 
Quando  ullum  invenient   parem  ? 
Obiit.    Mar  :    2,   1786. 


—MM 


II. 


The  following  letter  is  fo  flrong  and  ani- 
mated, and  worthy  of  antiquity,  that  I 
am  happy  in  being  allowed,  through  the 
friendfhip  and  communication  of  the  jufl- 
ly  efteemed,  and  truly  refpeclable  charac- 
ter to  whom  it  was  addrefTed,  to  prefent 
it  to  any  reader. 

Sunday  March  1 2,   1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  sincerely  condole  with  you  on  the 
lofs  of  our  mod;  excellent  friend,  who,  after 
a  life  devoted  to   religion,   and  virtue,   and 
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inceffant  attention  to  the  deareft  interefts  of 
mankind,  has  departed  to  that  bieffed  fo- 
eiety,  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy. 
While  genius,  benevolence,  and  public  fpirit, 
are  regarded,  his  name  will  be  ever  re* 
verenced,  and  his  memory  facred. 

Poor  Mrs.  Jebb  !  I  dread  to  inquire  con- 
cerning her ;  her  lofs  is  beyond  the  concep- 
tion of  common  minds.  'Tis  not  merely  of 
a  hufband,  a  partner  in  a  common  interefts 
but  her  guardian  and  protector,  her  guide, 
philofopher  and  friend.  For  the  diruption 
of  fuch  an  intimate  union,  what  adequate 
name  can  be  found  ? 

When  I  review,  in  idea,  this  wonderful 
man,  with  whofe  character  I  have  been 
acquainted  thefe  nineteen  years,  and  whofe 
conduct  I  am  able  to  trace  through  fuch 
trying  fcenes,  I  fcarcely  know  whether  to 
regret  that  ever  I  was  acquainted  with  him, 
or  to  rejoice  at  my  knowledge  of  fo  perfect 
a  pattern.  Alas,  fir,  upon  what  a  weak  and 
unftable  foundation  do  we  frequently  erect 
the  mod  virtuous  refolutions  of  our  lives  ? 

How  often  have  I,  when  returning  from 
the  feaft   of  reafon,  which  all  who  had  the 

happinef* 
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happinefs  of  Jebb's  acquaintance  could  en- 
joy, anticipated  the  pleafure  I  mould  have 
in  it,  at  fome  future  period  ?  I  flattered  my- 
felf  that  the  day  would  at  length  arrive, 
when,  freed  from  the  fetters  with  which  I 
have  been  hitherto  encumbered,  I  might  join 
that  illuftrious  band  whofe  ftruggles  I  have 
envied,  and  whofe  company  would  give  ani- 
mation and  fecurity  to  virtue  :  but  a  princi- 
pal fupport  and  ornament  of  it,  is  now  no 
more  ;  and  where  (hall  we  find  a  fubftitute 
of  equal  worth  ?  Let  us  do  what  is  ftill  in 
our  power  -,  remember  what  we  have  had  : 
let  us  treafure  up  his  maxims  and  princi- 
ples, reflect  on  his  conduct,  and  let  his  ex- 
ample animate  us  on  the  day  of  trial.  Let 
us  ever  preferve  in  our  minds  that  image  of 
our  friend,  which  he  would  have  mo  ft  wiihed 
us  to  retain,  the  image  of  his  mind  and  vir- 
tues. Above  all  things,  dear  fir,  do  not 
let  his  difippointment  difcourage  you,  in  the 
purfuit  of  thofe  ends  which  he  ever  had  fo 
warmly  at  heart.  Remember  his  and  Mil- 
ton's favourite  adage  ;  "  No  effort  can  be 
loft."  It  was  the  guide  of  his  practice, 
is  replete   with  good  fcnfc  and  philofophy, 

and 
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and  has  ever  had  the  fanction  of  obfervation 
and  experience.     Even  he  was  not  wholly 
difappointed  :  he  lived   to  fee    tyranny  de- 
feated, and  the  feeds   of  freedom  planted  in 
another  world  :  he  lived  to  fee  the  principles 
of  liberty  propagated  far  and  wide,  and  that 
knowledge,  with    which  his  own  mind  was 
peculiarly    illuminated,   diffufed  to  an   ex- 
tent for  which  we  could  fcarcely  have  hoped. 
Let  our  regard  for  his  happinefs,  reprefs  our 
forrow  for  his  lofs.     Happinefs  in  the  pre- 
fent  world,  he  could   never  have  met  with  ; 
it  was  not  intended  by  its  maker  as  the  man- 
fion  of  perfedion,  and  nothing  that  fell  ihort 
of    perfection,    would    have    fatisfied     our 
honoured  friend. 

Shall  I  hazard  an  opinion  which  darts 
acrofs  my  mind  at  this  moment  ?  Though 
virtue,  in  its  general  tendency  conducls  to 
happinefs,  that  happinefs,  I  doubt,  is  enjoyed 
in  the  prefent  world,  only  by  the  middle,  or 
the  fecond  ranks  of  the  virtuous.  That  clear 
and  comprehenfive  knowledge,  which  the 
firft  of  our  fpecies  pofTefs,  together  with 
their  exquiiite  fenfibility  to  every  thing  mo- 
ral, mu ft  be  frequently  difquie  ted;  too  much 
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fo,  in  a  ftate  of  trial,  to  admit  of  a  very  exalted 
degree  of  happinefs.  Such  characters,  when 
ripe  for  heaven,  are  plucked  by  the  hand 
of  the  almighty,  though  in  mercy  to  man- 
kind they  mayfometimes  be  continued  upon 
earth.  It  is  neceflary  we  mould  now  and 
then  have  fome  perfect  patterns,  left  we 
mould  begin  to  doubt  the  pofTibility  of  vir- 
tue. 

Farewel,  my  dear  fir,  do  not  let  this  af- 
fliction overwhelm  you  :  the  lofs  we  have 
fufFered  requires  a  double  exertion.  Re- 
member, Jebb  could  not  have  lived  or  died 
with  more  honour  ;  that  death  fets  the  feal 
upon  every  exalted  character  -,  and  that  what 
ever  may  become  us  in  the  prefent  world, 
we  have  nothing  to  wiih  for  in  the  next, 
except  that  his  fate  may  be  ours.  I  remain, 
dear  fir,   as   ever, 

your's  mod  fincerely, 


Thomas  Brand  Hollis,   Efq. 


III.     LIO- 
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III. 

BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 
BY    CAPEL    LOFFT,   ESQ. 

On  thurfday,  March  the  2d,  died,  at 
his  houfe  in  Parliament-ftreet,  John  Jebb, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  one  of  the  earliefl  members 
of  the  fociety  for  conftitutional  information; 
formerly  fellow  of  Peter -houfe,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Struck  with  the  ftate  of  academical  dis- 
cipline, he  propofed  the  liberal  and  great 
defign  of  public  examination,  impartially  to 
include  every  order  of  ftudents  in  the  feveral 
colleges,  and  of  adequate  encouragement  to 
every  kind  of  proficiency.  To  him,  as  an 
individual,  no  change  in  the  fyftem  was 
neceffary  for  the  acquirement  of  fame:  for, 
while  excellence  of  any  kind  mould  be  di- 
ftinguimed,  his  would  have  a  mare,  ampler 
than  he  was  ever  difpofed  to  claim,  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  bed  judges.     He  was  re- 
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fpecled  as  a  mathematician ;  flill  more  ac  a 
philofopher ;  and   publifhed,   with   the  af- 
firmance of  two  gentlemen,  MefTrs.  Thorpe 
and  Wollaflon,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
v/ere  defirous    to   proceed   in   that  line,    a 
much-efteemed  felection  of  the  f*  Principia" 
of  Newton ;  that  grand  refalt  of  fublime 
geometry,  applied  to  the  elements  of  phy- 
fics  !     In  his    claffical   tafte  he  was  diilin- 
guifhed  :    his  critical  learning  and  abilities 
were    acknowledged    even    by    thofe    who 
would  have  wifhed   to  have  feen  them  ex- 
ercifed  in  lefs  free  and  generous  inveftigation. 
As   a  preacher,  iimplicity,  clearnefs,  pecu- 
liar power  of  perfuafion ;  energy ;  the   ad- 
vantages  of  voice  and  manner;  judgment, 
candour,  fmcerity,  fenfibility,  rendered  him 
worthy  to  have  been  heard  by  an  attic  au- 
dience ,•  worthy  to  inform,    to  animate,  to 
poffefs  with  the  love  of  truth  and  goodnefs, 
the  reafon  and  the  hearts  of  a  congregation 
profeffing  chriOianity. 

His  "  Difcourfe  on  benevolence"  will  be 
now  particularly  recollected  by  many.  It 
has  been  re-printed  about  two  years  paft, 
by  the  defire  of  thofe  who  felt  the  principles 

it 
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it  explains,  and  the  conduct  it  affectionately 
recommends  to  be  the  bafe  of  private  con- 
tentment and  of  focial  good.  It  will  pro- 
bably be  again  re-printed;  fince  thofe  la- 
bours are  finifhed,  to  which  he  was  impel- 
led by  the  befr.  and  mofr.  expanfive  affec- 
tions. 

But  neither  prefent  honour,  preferment, 
nor  all  the  inviting  hopes  the  world  could 
offer,  were  of  power  to  retain  him  in  the 
church  eftabliihment.  When  his  refearches 
had  fettled  a  conviction,  that  he  owed  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  whatever  it 
might  be,  he  had  purity  of  mind  voluntarily 
to  encounter,  and  conftancy  to  fupport. 
High,  indeed,  he  flood  amongft  the  noble 
afferters  of  religious  liberty:  and  he  was 
farther  deftined  to  be  the  ftrenuous,  the  en- 
lightened defender  of  civil  freedom  on  its 
moft  folid  and  comprehenfive  foundations. 

In  this  field  of  exertion,  this  ifland,  Ire- 
land, India,  America,  and  wherever  elfe  the 
rights  of  mankind  feemed  capable  of  being 
aided  againft  fraud  or  force,  were  to  him  the 
objects  of  an  univerfal  patriotifm0  The 
trial  by  juries,  in  fubftance  as  well  as  form  5 
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inort  parliaments ;  equalized  reprefen rations 
unreftri&ed  exercife  of  the  ri^ht  of  fuffrage: 
thefe  were  the  fecurities,  the  conftitutional 
claims  of  englifhmen,  his  efforts  ftrove  to 
eftablifh.  Far  from  carving  and  compro- 
mifing  how  much  of  their  liberties  mould 
be  indulged  them,  as  a  favour,  he  thought 
full  and  fair  information  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them  ;  and  themfelves  to  judge  and  to 
act  upon  it.  The  mode  of  expreffmg  and 
of  giving  effect  to  their  fentiments,  which 
he  fuggefted,  may  be  feen  in  his  "  Letter  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Huntingdon/hire  com- 
mittee;" and  in  fubfequent  tracts.  It  was  di- 
rect, open,  peaceful,  orderly  :  and  whenever 
it  mall  be  adopted  in  the  feveral  counties, 
an  effectual  and  generally-approved  reform 
will  be  the  fruit;  nor  can  I  imagine  any 
other  method  of  uniting  the  public  energy, 
on  clear,  confident,  adequate  principles,  will 
be  found.  And  the  restitution  of  our  own 
liberties,  with  improved  fecurity,  he  wiflied 
might  be  preluiive  to  the  eftablimment  of 
true  political  freedom  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  His  benevolent  zeal,  his  eloquence, 
his  unwearied  fpirit,  were  exerted  in  toils 
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like  tliefe.  No  confidence  in  any  party, 
no  admiration  of  any  man's  abilities,  no 
opinion  even  of  his  virtues,  no  habits  of 
attachment  in  politics,  no  influence  of  per- 
fonal  .friendship,  (and  of  friends  he  was  the 
tenderefl  and  the  warmed)  could  win  his 
acquiefcence  to  any  act  of  injuftice,  any 
deflection  from  the  great  and  indifpenfable 
rules  of  conduct,  whatever  were  the  plea, 
"  In  life  and  death  the  fame;"  refolute 
wholly  to  refign  himfelf  to  truth  and  the 
public,  he  loft  in  thefe  all  inferior  confide- 
rations :  incorruptible  alike  by  hope  or  fear, 
by  the  love  of  praife,  or  the  dread  of  oblo- 
quy :  for  to  him  all  were  light  in  the  fcale 
againft  any  particle  of  duty. 

His  application,  his  fagacity,  knowledge, 
tendernefs  of  attention  in  his  medical  pro- 
feffion,  might  be  fupported  by  teftimony 
that  would  do  honour  to  any  man.  Not 
having  been  defigned  for  it,  and  having  de- 
voted to  other  duties  much  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  he  entered  on  the  ftudy  and 
practice  of  phyfic,  with  a  refolution  of  uling 
fuch  redoubled  and  perfevering  diligence*, 
regardlefs  either  of  fatigue  or  hazard  to  his 
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health,  as  mould  compenfate  for  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  not  having  been  earlier  initi- 
ated $  and  nobly  did  he  accomplish  this  ar- 
duous attempt.  But  he  fell  f<  overpowered 
by  virtuous  energies  y*  riling  into  the  ful- 
nefs  of  medical  fame,  and,  what  he  ever 
valued  mod,  ufefulnefs  to  others  in  their 
fufTerings  and  dangers. 

His  anxiety  for  his  patients,  and  parti- 
cularly for  the  poorer!:,  was  indefcribable  : 
it  was  of  kindred  temper  to  his  patriotic  fo- 
licitude  for  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

Thus  great,  and  various,  and  beneficent, 
were  his  talents  -y  thus  was  he  eminent  in 
literature  and  in  fcience  !  Of  manners  un- 
affected, elegant,  engaging,  pure.  In  con- 
verfation,  the  goodnefs  and  fweetnefs  of  his 
nature  tempered  that  awe  mod  men  mud 
ctherwife  have  felt  from  the  vadnefs  of  his 
abilities,  and  the  fublimity  of  his  virtue. 
He  was  amiable,  and  even  pleafant,  in  fa- 
miliar intercourfe,  to  a  degree  of  ferene 
gaiety :  but  of  the  frivolous,  in  him  there 
was  nothing  ;  and  from  grofs  or  ill-natured 
humour  he  was  at  the  greateft  diftance :  of 
an  heart  the   molt  benevolent,   the  firmed 
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fpirit ;  virtue  the  moft  active,  dilinterefted, 
devoted. 

A  full  and  accurate  delineation  of  this 
amiable,  elevated,  exemplary  character,  is 
not  for  the  powers  of  the  writer  of  this ; 
who,  while  endeavouring  to  do  juftice  to 
his  memory,  is  oppreifed  by  the  fenfe  of  the 
event  of  his  long-dreaded  departure  from 
us  j  by  his  friends  long  and  juftly  dreaded, 
for  themfelves  and  the  community.  With 
regard  to  him,  he  took  pain,  ficknefs,  and 
death,  as  he  took  his  other  trials,  with  an 
equal  and  grateful  mind;  as  the  difpenfation 
of  an  unerring  and  kind  providence,  for  a 
difcipline  to  improvement  in  goodnefs.'  But, 
with  other  intimate  friends,  it  is  for  the 
perfon  who  offers  this  faint  fketch  to  forrow 
in  that  event :  not  only  as  feparating  (for 
this  life)  a  friendship  incapable  of  any  other 
interruption;  but  as  a  lofs  to  human  fociety. 
Yet  our  forrow  is  not  without  hope;  it  has 
a  glorious  interminable  profpect ! 

At  prefent,  only  thefe  few  particulars 
mud  be  added  :  that  he  was  born,  February 
the  1 6th,  in  the  year  1736,  and  married, 
December  the  29th,   1764,  to   Mifs  Tor- 

kingtcn, 
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kington,  of  Little  Stukely,  near  Hunting- 
don. Their  hearts  and  undemanding  were 
formed  for  each  other.  * 

On  the  9th  of  March  his  remains  were 
followed,  by  a  numerous  attendance  of 
friends  to  his  private  and  public  virtues,  to 
the  modefr.  and  decent  place  of  their  inter- 
ment'*, in  ground  not  alfuming  to  be  hal- 
lowed by  rites  of  confecration,  and  near  to 
the  fpot  where  Milton  breathed  his  laft.  I 
then  law  the  illuftrious  appearing  with  added 
dignity;  every  order  in  the  Hate  joining  in 
the  fpontaneous  tribute  -,  distinctions  in  re- 
ligion or  in  party  abforbed  in  more  enlarged 
considerations  j  Wales,  Ireland,  America, 
Solemnizing,  by  the  prefence  of  their  fons, 
the  obfequies  of  the  equal  friend  to  the 
rights  of  mankind  through  every  part  of  the 
globe  j  and  every  eye  and  bofom  giving  an 
open  teftimony  on  the  termination  of  a  life 
devoted  to  truth,  freedom,  and  every  bed 
intereft  of  human  fociety.  Could  thole  that 
mourned  at  a  diOance  their  advifer,  friend, 
and  benefactor,  be  enumerated,  what  an 
idea  would  it  prefent  of  deep  and  general 

•regret  I 

I  will 

*  In  Buiihill-ficlds. 
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I  will  clofe,  with  hoping  that  the  occa- 
fion  of  this  folemnity  will  excite  a  lading 
and  acTive  contemplation  of  his  virtues ; 
and  call  us  from  our  unavailing,  though 
natural  and  juft  regret,  to  the  admiration 
and  praife  that  mull  accompany  his  name, 
while  there  is  patriotifm  or  fenfe  of  goodnefs 
upon  the  earth;  and  to  the  idea  of  that  felicity 
preoared  for  fuch  faculties,  fo  exerted  and 
improved  :  and,  in  fo  far  as  the  powers  fe- 
verally  allotted  to  us  will  extend,  our  beft 
and  mod  ufeful  tribute  to  his  memory  mud 
be  in  the  imitation  of  his  conducl.  His 
great  rule  ofacYion,  that  "  no  effort  is  loft," 
will  never  fail  us,  while  we  look  to  prin- 
ciples regardlefs  of  prefent  difappointment, 


A    SHORT 


A     SHORT     ACCOUNT 


OF 


THEOLOGICAL      LECTURES 

NOW  READING  AT  CAMBRIDGE. 

TO    WHICH    IS    ADDED, 

A  NEW    HARMONY  OF  THE  GOSPELS. 

UNUSQUISQUE   MAVULT    CREDERE,    QUAM  JUDICARE  : 
VERSATQUE    NOS    ET    PRjECIPITAT    TRADITUS  PER 

manus  error. 

Seneca* 


35 


FIRST    PUBLISHED    MDCCLXX. 
NOW  REPRINTED  FROM  A  COPY  OF  THE 
SECOND     EDITION,     MDCCLXXII. 
CORRECTED  BY  THE  AUTHOR. 


TO     THE 
UNIVERSITIES 

0  F 

cambridge,  oxford,  and  dublin, 

the  following  plan  of 

Theological  lectures, 

republished 
principally  with  a  view 

TO    THE 

IMPROVEMENT      OF     YOUTH 

1  N 
CHRISTIAN     KNOWLEDGE, 

I  S 

RESPECTFULLY    INSCRIBED 

BY  THEIR  OBEDIENT  SERVANT, 

THE     AUTHOR. 


*     2 


**  Let  no  one  lightly  entertain  fufpicions  ofanyferious  pro- 
pofal  for  the  advancement  of  religious  knowledge;  nor,  out  of 
unreasonable  prejudice,  endeavour  to  obftract  any  inquiry,  that 
profefTes  to  aim  at  the  further  illuftration  of  the  great  fcheme  of 
the  gofpel  in  genera),  or  the  removal  of  error  in  any  part,  in  faith* 
in  doctrine,  in  practice,  or  in  worfhip.  An  opinion  is  not  there- 
fore falfe,  becaufe  it  contradicts  received  notions :  but,  whether 
true  or  falfe,  let  it  be  fubmitted  to  a  fair  examination;  truth  muft 
in  the  end  be  a  gainer  by  it,  and  appear  with  the  greater  evidence. 
Where  freedom  of  inquiry  is  maintained  and  exercifed  under  the 
direction  of  the  iincere  word  of  God,  falfenood  may  perhaps 
triumph  for  a  daj  ,  but  to-morrow  truth  will  certainly  prevail,  and 
every  fucceeding  day  will  confirm  her  fuperiority 

"  The  light,  that  arofe  upon  thechrirtian  world  at  the  reforma- 
tion, hath  ft  ill  continued  to  increafe,  and  we  truft  will  '  fhine  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.'  The  labours  of  the  learned  have 
from  that  time,  by  the  blefling  of  God  upon  the  free  exercife  of 
reafon  and  private  judgment,  been  greatly  fuccefsful  in  promoting 
religious  knowledge;  and  particularly,  in  laying  open  the  hidden 
treafures  of  divine  wifdOm  contained  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  Much 
hath  been  done  in  this  important  work ;  and  much  ftill  remains  to 
be  done.  Thofe  heavenly  ftores  are  inexhaullible  :  every  new  ac- 
quifition  ftill  leads  on  to  further  difcoveries  ;  and  the  moll  careful 
fearch  will  ftill  leave  enough  to  invite,  and  to  reward,  the  repeated 
fearches  of  the  pious  and  induftrious,  to  the  lateft  ages.  This  is 
a  work*  that  demands  our  firft  and  moft  earned:  regard  ;  the  fludies 
and  afliftance,  the  favour  and  encouragement,  of  all.  To  confirm 
and  illuftrate  thefe  holy  writings,  to  evince  their  truth,  to  (hew 
their  confiftency,  to  explain  their  meaning,  to  make  them  more 
generally  known  and  ftudied,  more  eafily  and  perfectly  under- 
flood, by  all;  to  remove  the  difficulties,  that  difcourage  the  honeft 
endeavours  of  fhe  unlearned,  and  provoke  the  malicious  cavils  of 
the  half  learned:  this  is  the  moft  worthy  object,  that  can  engage 
our  attention  ,  the  moft  important  end,  to  which  our  labours  in 
the  fearch  of  truth  can  be  directed." 

Vifitation  fermon  preached  at  Durham,  July  27,  1758,  by 
Robert  Lowth,  D.D.  prebendary  of  Durham,  afterwards 
bilhop  of  London. 


THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  author  of  thefe  papers,  ever  fince 
the  firft  inftitution  of  his  icheme,  has  had 
frequent  occaiion  to  lament,  that  his  en- 
deavours to  call  the  attention  of  youth  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  and  his  afTerting 
of  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  the 
interpretation  of  them,  have  been  received 
in  a  manner  very  different  from  what  might 
be  expected  from  men — born  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  civil  and  religious  liberty — baptized 
into  the  communion  of  a  proteftant  church 
■ — and  bleffed  with  the  opportunities  of 
adding  to  the  porTemon  of  thefe  privileges 
a  proper  fenfe  of  their  value,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  education,  and  continued 
refidence,  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

B  3  That 
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That  confidence,  however,  with  which 
the  uprightnefs  of  his  intention,  and  the 
approbation  of  many  worthy  and  learned 
perfons  had  infpired  him,  enabled  him  for 
a  time  to  perfevere,  regardlefs  of  the  cla- 
mours of  his  adverfaries.  But,  when  he 
was  informed,  that  a  charge  of  the  moft  in- 
vidious nature  was  folemnly  urged,  in  a 
manner  which  was  likely  to  do  him  great 
diflervice ;  he  no  longer  was  able  to  refrain 
from  attempting  a  vindication  of  himfelf 
from  thofe  calumnies,  with  which  the  un- 
tempered  zeal  of  fome,  otherwife  well- 
difpofed  brethren,  had  afperfed.  his  cha- 
racter. 

Flattered  therefore  with  the  hope  of 
foftening  the  prejudices  of  fome  worthy 
men,  who  had  taken  exceptions  to  his  plan, 
and  of  deriving  from  the  approbation  of 
great  names  fuch  a  degree  of  countenance 
and  favour,  as  might  enable  him  to  purfue 
his  defign  without  injury  to  himfelf,  and 
with  "fome  advantage  to  the  public,  he 
was  induced  to  tranfmit,  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  1770,  the  following  apology  and 

plan 
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plan  of  his   lectures,    to  fome  perfons   of 
eminence  in  the  church. 

At  prefent  he  will  only  obferve,  that  his 
efforts  were  not  attended  with  the  defired 
fuccefs.  Accufations  were  every  where 
multiplied  againft  him;  which  were  too 
much  regarded  by  thofe,  whom  the  world 
looks  up  to  with  refpect:  and  his  endea- 
vours to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  various 
afperfions,  which  were  thrown  upon  his 
character  and  conduct,  were  received  with 
evident  marks  of  prejudice,  inftead  of  that 
mild  indulgence  and  difpaflionate  attention, 
with  which  the  accufed  party  mould  be 
always  heard. 

Yet  thefe  were  difficulties  and  difcourage- 
ments  which  were  early  forefeen,  as  the  too 
probable  confequences  of  engaging  in  a 
fcheme,  which,  if  purfued  with  vigour, 
might  fuggefl  to  younger  minds  fufpicions 
of  a  real  oppofition  between  the  precarious 
doctrines  of  fallible  men,  and  the  abfdutely 
pure  and  perfect  word  of  the  infallible  God. 
And  therefore,  had  the  intolerant  fpirit, 
which  more  or  lefs  prevails  in  every  human 
eflablifhment,  fpent  itfelf  in  thofe  effufions 

B  4  of 
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of    paflion    and    unmanly   refentment,    to 
which  the  author  alludes  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  he  would  have  contented  him- 
ielf  with   oppofing  to  the  force   of  private 
{lander  the  flrength  of  private  reprefenta- 
tion   and   remon  ft  ranee.      But  fince   fome 
leading  characters  in  the  univerfity,   by  an 
open  and  abfolute  prohibition  extending  to 
every    ftudent   in    *  ftatu    pupillari,'    have 
thought  proper  to  difcountenance   the  au- 
thor's fcheme  of  lectures  in  their  refpective 
focieties;   fince  fome  other   perfons,   more 
artful,  and    therefore    lefs   honourable,    in 
their  deportment,  have,  by  infufing  ground- 
lefs  fears  and  apprehenfions,  into  the  minds 
of  youth,  fhewn  themfelves   to  be  equally 
induftrious    in     the   profecution    of   fuch 
ftirling  meafures :   his  only   refource  is.  the 
power  of  appealing  to  the   free  and  impar- 
tial voice   of  an  unprejudiced  public.     He 
therefore  now  fubmits  his  vindication  and 
plan,  together  with  the  annexed  harmony, 
to  their  candour  and  indulgence.* 

He 

*  Since  the  publication  of  the  firfl  edition  of  this 
pamphlet,  much  has  been  attempted  with  a  view  to 

4  amp 
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He  trufts,  however,  that  he  has  nobler 
ends  in  view  than  thofe,  which  are  fre- 
quently the  only  inducements  to  fuch  pub- 
lications. Long  experience  has  convinced 
him,  that  the  perfonal  labours  of  the  ftudent 
are  of  greater  efficacy  than  the  oral  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  tutor.  If  the  method  of  directing 
thofe  labours,  which  is  purfued  in  the  fol- 
lowing plan  of  lectures,  mall  in  any  degree 
be  inftrumental  towards  the  promoting  of  a 
more  perfect  understanding  of  the  facred 
books  of  fcripture;  the  author  will  efteem 
himfelf  amply  recompenfed  for  all  his 
trouble. 

The  harmony,  which  is  fubjoined,   was 

drawn 


damp  that  rifing  fpirit  of  free  Inquiry,  which  is  (o 
eflcntially  necefTary  to  the  perfect  comprehenfion  of  the 
facred  code.  Yet  it  muft  alio  be  acknowledged  with 
heartfelt  gratitude,  and  it  will  ever  be  remembered  with 
a  fatisfa&ion  fufficient  to  compenfate  for  the  incon- 
veniences incident  to  fuch  a  conteft,  that  the  author's 
labours  have  been  honoured  with  the  approbation  of 
men,  whofe  piety  and  learning,  whofe  characters  and 
ftation,  whofe  zeal  for  the  interests  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  have  rendered  them  the  blefiing  as  well 
as  ornament  of  the  age  they  live  in;  and  will  tranfmit 
their  well-defcrved  honours  with  unfading  luftre  to  the 
Jatpft  times. 
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drawn  up  by  the  author  for  the  ufe  of  his 
pupils.  Although  he  has  availed  himfelf 
of  all  thofe  afliftances,  which  his  Situation 
in  the  university  could  afford  him,  he  is 
fenfible,  that  many  parts  of  it  may  feem 
liable  to  very  great  objections;  which, 
though  obviated  in  their  places  to  his 
pupils,  muft  retain  their  force  with  other 
readers  ;  until  he  has  leifure  to  endeavour 
their  removal,  by  a  fuller  explanation  of 
the  whole  performance. 

An  ingenious  writer  -of  the  prefent  age 
has,  in  a  very  mafterly  manner,  delineated 
the  advantages  which  the  caufe  of  chrifti- 
anity  hath  derived  from  the  writings  of  its 
oppofers.*  It  would  certainly  be  a  more 
unpleafing,  though  perhaps  not  intirely  an 
ufelefs  labour,  to  point  out  the  injuries, 
which  it  has  received  from  the  injudicious 
defences  and  reprefentations  of  its  friends. -f* 

The 

*  See  '  DifTertations  on  fubjecls  relating  to  the  genius 
and  the  evidences  of  chriftianity,  by  Alexander  Ger- 
rard,  D.D.  profeflbr  of  divinity  in  the  Marifchal-college 
of  Aberdeen.' 

f  It  is  hoped  that  fomething  of  this  kind  will  appear 
in  the  concluding  volumes  of  the  '  Inftitutes  of  natural 

and 
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The  violence  attendant  upon  want  of  unani- 
mity, fo  vifible  among  the  interpreters  of 
certain  particular  parts  of  fcripture,  is  the 
darling  objection  of  our  adverfaries  to  the 
divine  authority  of  the  whole.  When  the 
partif.ns  of  each  opinion  are  united  in 
maintaining,  that  a  juft  conception  of  the 
matter  in  debate  is  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance, nay,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
falvation  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  weight 
of  argument  which  they  produce  in  fup- 
port  of  their  contrary  expofitions  is  fo 
equally  poized,  that  the  raoit  accurate  and 
difpaflionate  obferver  is  unable  to  deter- 
mine, to  which  fide  the  balance  is  difpofed 
to  incline  :  the  infidel  fpeclator  beholds  the 
endlefs,  and  often  unchriftian,  controverfy, 
with  an  air  of  infolence  and  triumph,  while 

the 

and  revealed  religion  ;'  a  treatife,  which  Dr.  Prieftley 
encourages  us  fhortly  to  expecl:. — [This  wifh  of  our 
author  has  fince  been  executed  by  Dr.  Prieftley,  for 
which  the  reader  is  referred  to  his  *  Inftitutes  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion,'  2  vols.  8vo.  2  edit.  1782,  but 
more  particularly  to  his  '  Hiilory  of  the  corruptions  of 
chriftianity,'  2  vols.  8vo.  1782,  and  to  the  controverfy 
which  followed  the  publication  of  that  valuable  work.] 
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the  friend  of  virtue  and  religion  retires 
defponding  and  difconfolate  from  the  field 
of  conteit. 

The  great  Mr.  Locke  appears  to  have- 
feen  this  evil  in  its  ftrongeft  point  of  view. 
He  attempted  its  cure,  and  hath  in  part 
fucceeded.  His  method  of  ftudying  the 
fcripture  by  making  it  its  own  interpreter, 
which  has  now  been  adopted  by  a  numer- 
ous band  of  followers,  opens  to  us  thefairefl 
profpecT:  of  fucceeding  in  our  attempts  to 
inveftigate  the  real  meaning  of  the  facred 
writers ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  treatife 
upon  the  '  Reafonablenefsof  chriitianity'  has 
prevailed  with  thoufands  to  believe,  that  in 
their  acknowledgment  of  the  meffiahfhip 
of  Jefus,  they  hold  that  fundamental  ar- 
ticle of  faith,  which  with  reafon  claims 
the  high  prerogative — the  exclufive  privi- 
lege of  being  effentially  necefTary  to  our 
falvation. 

The  refemblance  which  the  plan  of  har- 
monizing the  gofpels  bears  to  this  fcheme 
of  Mr.  Locke,  may  with  juftice  be  efteemed 
its  greater!:  praife.  Nor  is  it  the  lead:  of 
the  many  advantages,  which  may  be  de- 
rived 
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rived  from  fuch  a  mode  of  fludying  the 
fcriptures,  that  it  can  be  adopted,  with 
almoft  equal  facility,  by  the  englifh  reader.* 

A  mi- 


*  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  laity,  (many  of 
whom  are  placed  in  ftations,  where  the  want  of  a  religi- 
ous principle  is  as  detrimental  to  the  community,  as  it 
is  uncomfortable  and   difreputable  to  themfelves,)  are 
in  general  too  apt  to  take  it  for  granted,  that   they  are 
altogether  unconcerned   in,   or  incompetent  judges  of 
the  credenda  of  the  gofpel.     And  indeed,  they  have  not 
unfrequently  been  informed  by  authorities  they  deem 
refpectable,  that  the  practical  part  of  the  chriftian  infti- 
tute  fliould  alone  engage  their  attention  ;  and  that  the 
difcuflion  of  its    fpeculative  doctrines    fhould    be   ex- 
clufively  the  province  of  the  polemical  divine.      Yet 
furely,  as  it  rauft  derogate  from  the  moral  character  of 
the  deity  to  fuppofe,  that  he  would  authorife  his  fervants 
to  deliver,  as  of  celeftial  original,  any  doctrine  what- 
foever,  which  has  not  aclofe  and  immediate  connection 
with  our  practice  ;  fo  it  might  with  reafon  be  expected, 
which  indeed  appears  to  be  the  fact,  that  all  the  cre- 
denda of  the  gofpel  fhould  be  unfolded  with  the  utmoft 
perfpicuity  and  plainnefs.     The  credenda  and  agenda 
of  our  moft  holy  religion,  are  unqueflionably  united  by 
an  indiflbluble  bond.     An  accurate  acquaintance  with 
the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  as  revealed  in  the  fcriptures, 
leads  by  a  juft  and  neceffary  progrefs  to  the  actual  per- 
formance of  every  perfect  work;  the  right  knowledge 
of  the  one  true  living  God,  of  the  inftruments  em- 
ployed by  him,  and  the  methods  of  his  government  in 

the 
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A  minute  acquaintance  with  the  circum- 
ftances  of  time  and  place,  together  with  the 
knowledge  of  thofe  incidents,  which  give 

occaiion 

the  redemption  of  mankind,  are  necefTary,  not  only  to 
prevent  fatal  errors  in  our  moral  conduct,  but  alfo  to 
influence  the  man  of  God — the  chriftian-^to  be  merci- 
ful and  holy;  while  the  man,  who  contenting  himfelf 
with  the  reprefentation  of  human  duty  as  delineated  in 
the  precepts  or  even  example  of  his  favidur,  pufhes  not 
onward  to  the  perfection  of  all  christian  knowledge, 
labours  not  to  arrive  at  a  juft  conception  of  the  whole 
council  of  God,  wiil  in  all  probability  be  found  de- 
ficient both  in  principle  and  practice. 

With  a  view  therefore  to  effect  a  thorough  compre- 
henfion  of  whatever  Jefus  thought  it  was  of  concern- 
ment to  his  followers  to  know — with  an  intention  to 
aflift  the  labours  of  thofe,  who  think  themfelves  under 
an  obligation  to  employ  their  nobleil  powers  upon  their 
nobleft  object— with  an  ardent  defire  to  promote  the 
pious  purpofes  of  thofe  inftructors  of  youth  in  all  femi- 
naries  of  ufeful  learning,  who  may  think  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  dedicate  fome  portion  of  their  attention 
to  the  religious  principles  of  their  pupils,  the  author 
moft  earneftly  and  affectionately  recommends  the  exe- 
cution of  the  fubjoined  plan  of  harmony  as  exhibited 
and  explained  in  the  following  pages  of  this  book.  He 
trufts  that  it  is  properly  calculated  to  produce  fuch  an 
acquaintance  with  the  faving  words  of  truth,  as  will 
Generate,  in  the  mind  of  the  unlearned  as  well  as  learned 
reader,  a  reafonable  and  lively  expectation  of  a  future 
ftate  of  retribution,  and  at  the  fame  time  add  vigour 

to 
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occaflon  to  any  difcourfe,  are  the  befl  pre- 
paratives to  the  thorough  comprehenfion 
of  it.     The  harmonies  of  Macknight,  Pil- 

kington, 

to  each  virtuous  refolution  in  the  hour  of  temptation  or 
diftrefs. 

It  is  not  denied,  nay,  it  is  evidently  implied  in  the 
fubfequent  pages,  that  the  aids  of  criticifm,  and  of  the 
various  kinds  of  human  learning,  will  prove  ofconfider- 
able  advantage   to  thofe,  who  are   fo  happy  as  to  pof- 
fefs  them;  by  enabling  them  to  filence  the  objections  of 
infidelity,  and  powerfully  to  inculcate  upon  the  minds 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  the  falutary  doctrines  of  that 
venerable   religion,  which   in  every  part    and   portion 
of    it    is     reafonable — is    important — divine.       Yet   it 
may  with  truth  be  afferted,  that  the  perfon,  whofe  ac- 
quired abilities  reach  no  farther  than  to  the  capacity  of 
reading  the  englifh  bible,  may  arrive  at  a  juft  concep- 
tion of  all  thofe  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  which  are  efFen- 
tially  neceflary  to  the  perfection  of  the  chriftian  life  j 
without  any  other  afliftances,  than  what  may  be  derived 
from   earneft   prayer    and    fincere   endeavours   exerted 
under  the  direction  of  that  common   fenfe  and  reafon, 
which  diftinguifh.es  the  race  of  men  from  the  reft  of  the 
animal  world. 

Nor  would  the  author  have  it  imagined,  that  he  is  fo 
far  carried  away  with  the  idea,  which,  however,  he  has 
adopted  upon  the  recommendation  of  fome  of  the  wifeffc 
of  men,  as  to  fuppofe,  that  the  moft  falutary  effects 
might  not  be  produced  by  a  difcreet  ufe  of  the  labours 
of  thofe  worthy  and  eminently  learned  perfons,  who 
Vtave  employed  their  natural  and  acquired  powers  in 
the  ftudy  and  explanation  of  the  word  of  God.     He 
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kington,  Lc  Clerc,  and  Doddridge,  are  ex- 
cellent in  their  way;  but  the  circumftance, 
which  conftitutes  their  greatest  merit  in 
one  refpecT:,  may  perhaps  appear  to  be  no 
inconiiderable  objection  in  another:  by 
leaving  nothing  for  the  active  induftry  of 
their  readers  to  perform,  they  fail  in  im- 
prefiing  upon  the  mind  a  circumflantial 
hiflory  of  the  life  of  Jefus. 

The  author  of  thefe  papers  will  with 
pleafure  attend  to  the  correcting  voice  of 
every  candid  examiner  of  his  fcheme:  he 
wiil,  with  gratitude,  acknowledge  their  af- 
fiftancej  will  exert  every  faculty  in  his 
power,  that  his  own  continued  labours, 
improved  by  their  communications,  may 
hereafter  render  it  more  worthy  of  the 
public  approbation. 

flatters  himfelf  however,  that,  in  one  particular,  the 
method  here  propofed  has  an  advantage  peculiar  to 
itfelf.  If  other  modes  of  ftudy  be  adopted,  the  ftreams 
which  flow  from  the  facred  fountains  of  evangelical 
truth  may  poflibiy  be  polluted  bv  the  foul  and  im- 
poifoned  currents  of  human  inventions.  But  in  the 
fcheme  of  harmonizing  the  gofpels,  and  of  interpreting 
them  by  references  to  parallel  places,  the  waters  of  life 
will  remain  ever  pure  and  untainted  ;  or,  without  a 
metaphor,  we  may  be  faid  to  make  ufe  of  an  infallible 
comment  in  the  explanation  of  an  infallible  text. 

A    SHORT 


SHORT      ACCOUNT 
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THEOLOGICAL  LECTURES,  &c; 


TO       HIS      GRACE      THE 

ARCHBISHOP  of  CANTERBURY*. 


MY     LORD, 

The  active  zeal  of  the  bifhop  of 
Gloucester -j*  has  made  it  unneceflary  for  me 
to  inform  you — that  I  have  beeii  charged 
with  holding  opinions  of  the  moft  dan- 
gerous tendency,  opinions  which  ftrike  at 
the  very  foundations  of  religion  and  mo- 
rality : — and 

That  I  have  been  reprefented  as  pro- 
feffedly  endeavouring  to  overturn  the  efta- 
blifhed  religion  of  this  country,  by  incul- 
cating upon  the  minds  of  my  pupils  a  fet 

of 
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of  do&rines,  in  opposition  to  thofe  which 
have  received  the  fanction  of  ecclefiaftical 
authority. 

With  refpect  to  the  former  part  of  the 
charge,  my  method  of  vindication  muft  be, 
folemnly  to  difavow  the  moft  material  of 
thofe  opinions,  which  have  without  foun- 
dation been  imputed  to  me;  and  to  de- 
clare, that,  when  properly  called  upon,  I 
am  always  ready  to  explain  my  fentiments, 
upon  any  other  points  of  doctrine,  provided 
the  charge  mail  be  ftated  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  precifion. 

The  fecond  article  of  the  charge  may 
beft  be  obviated  by  a  faithful,  accurate, 
and  properly  authenticated  delineation  of 
my  method  of  inftruction. 

The  two  moft  material  of  thofe  opinions, 
which  I  have  been  charged  with  maintain- 
ing, relate  to  the  immaculate  conception  * 
of  Jefus,  and  the  doctrine  of  free-will. 

With 

•  The  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  recollect,  that  thefe 
terms  have  always  hitherto  been  fuppofed  to  relate  to 
a  controverfy  of  a  very  different  kind :  however,  at 
they  conftitute  the  moft  decent  of  thofe  forms  of  ex- 
predion,  in  which  the  calumny  was  propagated,  it  W« 
thought  proper  to  retain  them. 
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With  refped  to  the  firft,  I  had  no  oc- 
calion  to  mention,  nor  do  I  remember  that 
I  ever  did  make  ufe  of  the  expreflion.  The 
circumftances  of  our  faviour's  birth  natu- 
rally come  to  be  confidered  in  my  notes 
on  the  laft  {even  verfes  of  the  firffc  chapter 
of  St.  Matthew ;  and  as  I  fet  out  with  the 
idea,  that  every  relation  in  the  fcripture- 
hiflory  is  ftri&ly  true,  it  is  impofiible  that 
I  could,  with  any  confiftency,  admit  a 
doubt,  whether  the  conception  of  Jefus 
were  fupernatural  or  not.  And,  in  fad, 
I  have  always  maintained,  and  am  in  my- 
felf  perfuaded,  that  his  conception  was  al- 
together miraculous.  I  fuppofe  the  ca- 
lumny arofe  from  my  having  faid,  that  the 
account,  given  by  the  evangelifts  of  this 
conception,  could  not  with  propriety  be 
urged  by  the  apoftles,  as  a  proof  of  the 
mefliahmip  of  Jefus ;  but  that  Jefus's  mef- 
fiahfhip  being  firft  eftablifhed  by  the  proper 
evidence  of  miracles,  and  the  accomplim- 
ment  of  other  prophecies,  the  belief  of 
his  miraculous  conception  follows  of  courfe; 
as  we  have,  in  evidence  of  this  fad,  the 
authority  of  thofe,    whom  heaven  would 
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not  have  fuppcrted  in  the  propagation  of  a 
falfehood.  Dr.  Clarke  in  a  fermon  upon 
chriflmas-day  has  faid  the  fame. 

The  fecond  opinion,  which  I  have  been 
charged  with  maintaining,  relates  to  the 
doctrine  of  free-will.  And  here  I  will  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  the  mention  of  this 
fubjecl;  was  foreign  to  the  delign  of  thefe 
lectures  -,  nor  do  I  remember,  that  during 
all  the  courfes  I  have  given,  I  have  ever 
entered  upon  it  unlefs  once  incidentally. 
I  indeed  have  always  cautioufly  avoided 
fuch  fubjecls ;  as  one  great  aim  of  my  lec- 
tures was  entirely  to  banifh  from  the  ftudy 
of  divinity,  thofe  phyfical  and  metaphyseal 
fpeculations,  which  have  too  long  obfeured 
and  difgraced  it.  I  believe  I  can  unfold 
the  rife  alfo  of  this  calumny.  I  have  often 
in  private  company,  with  the  freedom  of  a 
philofopher,  difcurTed  this  queftion.  I  have, 
as  moderator  in  the  public  fchools,  when 
any  thefts,  which  bore  an  evident  relation 
to  this  fubjecl:,  was  difputed  upon,  fre- 
quently called  the  attention  of  our  young 
men  to  this  celebrated  matter  of  debate, 
and   pofiibly  may  have  appeared  to  be  a 

little 
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little  inclined  to  the  fyftem  of  Hartley  and 
of  Locke  ;  but  I  have  always  maintained, 
and  am  moil:  ferioufly  perfuaded,  that  man 
is  a  moral  agent,  in  the  ftricteft  fenfe  of 
thofe  words — 'that  he  is  a  creature  refpon- 
iible  for  his  actions  both  to  God  and  man ; 
a.  pofition,  which  I  apprehend  is  furHcient 
for  all  the  purpofes  of  religion.  I  am  fo 
far  from  being  lingular  in  my  opinion  upon 
this  fubject;  that  I  have  never,  in  my 
moil  private'  thoughts,  gone  beyond  what 
bi(hop  Butler  has,  with  great  reputation, 
expreffed  in  print. 

In  order  the  more  fatisfactorily  to  anfwer 
the  fecond  part  of  the  charge,  it  may  be 
proper  to  give  a  fhort  account  of  my  own 
method  in  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures ;  as 
the  plan,  according  to  which  I  proceeded 
when  gaining  information,  may  throw  fome 
light  on  the  account  I  am  about  to  give  of 
my  manner  of  communicating  it. 

Upon  reading  the  preface  to  Mr.  Locke's 
comment  upon  the  epiflles,  I  was  ftruck 
with  his  reprefentation  of  the  advantages 
which  might  be  expected  to  arife  from  a 
courfe  of  itudy  upon  the  plan  he  recom- 
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mended;  and  was  particularly  delighted 
with  the  idea  of  making  fcripture  its  own 
interpreter. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  alfo  early  to  have 
conceived  an  high  opinion  of  Le  Clerc; 
who  foon  convinced  me  of  the  expediency 
of  harmonizing  the  different  hiftories  of 
the  four  evangelifts. 

My  firft  fcheme  therefore  was  to  con- 
flrucl:  for  myfelf  an  harmony  of  the  gofpels, 
by  the  afliftance  of  Macknight,  Benfon, 
Lamy,  and  Le  Clerc. 

Schmidius's  Concordance  enabled  me  to 
put  in  execution  the  method  of  interpre- 
tation propofed  by  Mr.  Locke;  and  to 
arrive  at  fome  conception  of  the  fcripture 
phrafeology,  and  highly  figurative  language, 
which  more  or  lefs  prevails  through  every 
part  of  the  book. 

My  other  afiiilances  were  chiefly  felected 
from  the  relations  of  the  moft  approved 
travellers  into  the  eaftern  countries,  fuch 
as  Maundrell,  Shaw,  and  Pococke,  from 
the  books  of  the  old  Teftament,  and  from 
thofe  authors,  whofe  writings  tended  to 
explain   the   rites,    ceremonies,    language, 
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expectations,  and  principles  of  all  feels,  and 
parties,  in  the  gofpel  times. 

In  the  laft  place,  I  availed  myfelf  of  the 
labours  of  the  moft  celebrated  commen- 
tators, with  regard  to  all  points  of  critical 
and  grammatical  inquiry. 

With  refpect  to  opinions,  previoufly  to 
my  courfe  of  critical  inquiry  into  the  word 
of  God,  I  endeavoured  to  obliterate  all  pre- 
dilection in  favour  of  thofe,  which  I  had 
before  admitted  without  due  examination; 
thofe  doctrines,  fpeculative  or  practical, 
which  now  appear  to  me  in  the  light  of 
gofpel  verities,  I  permitted  to  arife,  as 
natural  and  unbidden  confequences  from 
the  general  courfe  of  my  reading  in  the 
fcriptures. 

As  it  appeared  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  fame  paflage  could  in  fact  admit  of 
various  fenfes,  I  was  contented  when  I  had 
found  that  one,  which,  from  the  con- 
fideration  of  its  connexion  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  difcourfe,  appeared  to  be  the 
meaning  of  the  fpeaker,  and,  confequently, 
feemed  to  be  that  very  fenfe,  in  which  he 
would  have  wifhed  to  be  underload. 

c  4  .  I  re- 
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I  reflected,  that  from  the  circumftanccs 
of  this  revelation  —  from  the  defi£n  in- 
eluding  as  its  object  all  mankind — from 
the  character  and  conduct  of  the  perfons 
preaching  it,  it  could  not  be  the  intention 
of  the  facred  writers  to  be  unintelligible 
in  any  inftance  whatfoever;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  I  concluded,  that  it  was  their 
defign  to  exprefs  whatever  points  of  doc- 
trine were  necefTary  for  us  to  know,  in 
the  fimpleft,  plained  terms  -„  and  that,  if 
they  could  have  chofen  a  mode  of  fpeaking, 
more  likely  to  be  underflood  by  the  per- 
fons to  whom  they  addreffed  themfelves, 
they  would  certainly  have  uied  it. 

I  therefore  fat  down  to  this  ftudy  with 
a  full  perfuafion,  that  I  mould  find  no 
difficulties,  except  fuch,  as  might  natu- 
rally be  expected  to  be  met  with  in  the 
hiltory  of  tran factions,  wherein  the  actors 
are  fo  differenced  from  us,  in  the  circum- 
fcances  of  fituation,  climate,  cuftoms,  lan- 
guage,  and  laws. 

Upon  experience,  I  found  that  I  was  not 
miftaken ;  and  it  appeared  to  require  no- 
thing  more    than   common    induflry   and 
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honefty,  together  with  a  tolerable  mare  of 
undemanding,  in  order  fully  to  compre- 
hend, whatever  is  of  importance  for  us  to 
know,  of  thofe  matters,  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  word  of  God. 

In  this  manner,  I  employed  fome  years 
of  inceffant  ftudy,  upon  the  fcriptures  of 
the  old  and  new  Teftament.  I  have  from 
thence  deduced  a  fyftem  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice :  I  have  eflablifhed  myfelf  in  the  full 
aflurance  of  the  truth  and  importance  of 
revelation. 

The  fatisfaclion  I  received  from  a  critical 
inquiry  into  the  original  records  of  our 
faith,  and  the  defire  I  have  to  be  ufeful  in 
my  generation,  joined  with  fome  lefs  dif- 
interefled  though  not  difhonourable  mo- 
tives, have  induced  me  to  offer  my  affirm- 
ance to  others  in  the  fame  purfuit. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  employment,  I 
have  not  been  anxioully  defirous  to  in- 
culcate the  fame  fyftem  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice, which  appeared  to  me  to  be  moil 
reafonable.  I  have  rather  made  it  my  en- 
deavour, that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  fa- 
voured me  with  their  attendance,  mould  be 

provided 
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provided  with  proper  materials  for  finking 
out  a  fyftem  of  faith  and  practice  for  them- 
felves.  And  to  this  end,  I  exhorted  them 
to  ftudy  the  fcriptures  with  the  fame  in- 
duftry,  and  freedom  from  prejudices  of 
every  fort,  which  I  am  confcious  of  having 
exercifed  in  my  own  inquiries. 

If  the  confequence  has  been,  that  the 
train  of  ideas,  arifing  in  the  minds  of  my 
pupils  from  fuch  an  inquiry — that  the  con- 
clufions  drawn  from  fuch  a  review,  do  not 
agree  in  every  inflance  with  what  the  fame 
fcriptures  feemed  to  fuggefl  in  the  time  of 
our  great  reformers ;  the  fact  may  be  ac- 
counted for  from  the  fuperior  advantages, 
which  the  prefent  age  may  draw  from  the 
labours  of  many  learned  men,  who  have 
arifen  fince  that  period  -,  and  from  a  va- 
riety of  other  fources,  which  muft  crowd 
upon  the  mind  of  every  candid  thinking 
perfon,  without  having  recourfe  to  the 
odious  and  groundlefs  fuppofition  of  my 
profeffedly  inculcating  a  fet  of  opinions, 
in  oppofition  to  the  doctrines  of  the  elta- 
biifhed  church, 

EXBLA- 
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EXPLANATION    OF    MY    METHOD. 

The  paper  publifhed  in  the  univerfity, 
with  the  intire  confent,  and  approbation 
of  the  vice-chancellor,  was  to  the  follow- 
ing effect. 

"  On  Monday,  21  Nov.  1768,  will  begin 
a  courfe  of  lectures,  critical  and  explana- 
tory, on  the  four  gofpels,  by  the  reverend 
Mr.  Jebb." 

To  thefe  propofals  I  have  fteadily  ad- 
hered. 

My  INTRODUCTORY    LECTURE    COnfiftS 

chiefly  of  the  following  heads.  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  ftate  of  the  text — hiftory  of 
the  moil  remarkable  manufcripts  now  in 
being — ufe  of  verfions,  and  writings  of  the 
fathers  in  fettling  the  greek  text — upon 
the  diviflon  into  chapters — into  verfes — of 
the  rife  and  benefit  of  concordances — • 
Stephens — Schmidius.  Of  the  name  &a6v]xii 
—which  always  fignifles  covenant,  though 
often  improperly  tranflated  teflament — the 
nature  and  ceremonies  of  fome  ancient 
covenants  explained. — AiuQrjxri  flands  for 
the  covenant  with  Noah,  Genefis  vi.    18. 

Septuag. 
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Scptuag. — with  Abraham,  Gen.  xv.  iS. 
i — with  Ifrael,  Exod.  xxiv.  8.  — for  the 
covenant  between  God  and  man  in  Chrift, 
Matt.  xxvi.  28. — Heb.  ix.  17.  explained 
according  to  the  fame  idea — fcripture  fenfe 
of  the  word  pvgyptov — fhort  account  of  the 
writers  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  what  inftances 
infpired. 

THE     SECOND     LECTURE. 

The  genealogies  in  Matthew  and  Luke 
compared — the  former  the  genealogy  of 
Jofeph,  the  latter  proved  to  be  that  of 
Mary. — probable  reafons  for  the  infertion 
of  Jofeph's  genealogy. — explanation  of  the 
name  Xgigog,  with  notes  critical  and  expla- 
natory on  the  words  zug&v} — hxc&tog — «raaa- 
cseyuotTicrca  • —  (ruirsi  —  ■wvs.vpctrog  —  B7n<rx,ioc(rsi) 
6cc.  in  the  18th,  19th,  20th,  and  2iflverfes 
of  the  firft  chapter  of  St.  Matthew  j  and  in 
the  firft  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  from  the 
26th  to  the  29th  verfe. 

THE    THIRD     LECTURE. 

Obfervations  on  the  method  of  quoting 
the  old  Teftament  by  the  writers  of  the 

new. 
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new — critical  and  explanatory  notes  on 
the  words  hoc  -zirA^w^,  EfApavvriX,  in  the  four 
lafl  verfes  of  Matthew  the  ift. — expla- 
nation of  the  feventh,  and  of  part  of  the 
eighth  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  introduced  in 
notes  upon  the  word  -sragQevos. 

THE     FOURTH    LECTURE. 

Critical  and  explanatory  notes  on  the 
words  ByQkezu,  'Hccoh,  ftotyoi,  tex^si?,  ocgspoc, 
'srpoTXVV'/itrcniy  ccwisgsi;,  yytfAoriv,  'sr^ofTTjvsyKocv, 
&c.  in  the  firil  eleven  verfes  of  the  fecond 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew. 

This  method  is  purfued  through  every 
verfe  of  the  twenty  eight  chapters  of  St. 
Matthew — the  firft  and  fecond  chapters  of 
St.  Luke — the  firft,  third,  fixth,  and  feven- 
teenth  chapters  of  St.  John  -,  and  of  fuch 
other  fmaller  felected  portions  of  the 
gofpels,  as  feemed  mod  to  fland  in  need 
of  illuftration.  My  whole  courfe  coniifts 
of  eight  and  forty  lectures  j  of  thefe,  the 
firft  forty  chiefly  contain  critical  expofitions 
of  the  moft  remarkable  paflages  in  the 
aforefaid  chapters.  The  fix  next  in  order 
contain  the  moil  important  fpeculative  and 
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practical  inferences,  deduced,  by  what  ap* 
pears  to  me  a  juft  analyfis,  from  the  parts 
of  the  gofpels  commented  upon  in  the  pre- 
ceding lectures.  The  courfe  clofes  with  tvfo 
lectures  on  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  firft 
epiftle  to  the  Corinthians :  in  which,  every 
verfe  is  paraphrafed  and  commented  upon  ; 
the  expectations  of  mankind,  relating  to  a 
future  flate,  as  deducible  from  the  light 
of  nature,  are  inquired  into;  the  deficiency 
of  the  ancient  doctrine,  in  point  of  univer- 
fality  and  evidence,  when  compared  with 
the  chriftian's  hope,  is  particularly  pointed 
out;  and  that  hope  is  placed  upon  its  juffc 
and  only  proper  foundation,  the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus. 

This  is  the  courfe  purfued,  while  the 
gentlemen  are  with  me;  the  method  of 
ftudying,  recommended  to  be  practifed  by 
themfelves  in  private,  ftill  remains  to  be 
defcribed. 

A  paper,  of  which  the  annexed  table  is 
a  fpecimen,  is  given  every  day  to  each : 
the  ufe  they  make  of  it  is  as  follows.  They 
read  in  the  greek  Teftament,  explained  by 
Dr.  Clarke's,  or  any  other  approved  para- 

phrafe, 
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phrafe,  the  three  firfl  verfes  of  Matthew  III, 
the  four  firft.  verfes  of  Mark  I,  the  fix  firffc 
verfes  of  Luke  III,  and  the  fixth,  feventh, 
and  eighth  verfes  of  the  i  it  chapter  of  St. 
John.  They  confider  thefe  as  the  accounts 
given  by  four  different  perfons  of  the  fame 
tran  faction. 


Matt. 
III. 

Mark 
I. 

Luke 
III. 

John 
I. 

i—  4 

*—  5 

1—  7 

6 —  9 

4—  5 

6-7 

5~7 

5-6 

7 — i  j 

7 — 10 
10—15 

15—16 

ii— 13 

7—  9 

16—18 

13—16 

9—10 

16 — -. 

10 — 12 

21—23 

15—16 

From  thefe  four  accounts  they  form  one 
paragraph,   which    they  fet  down  upon  a 

ruled 
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ruled   meet  of  paper  in  fomewhat  of  the 
following  manner. 


Matt. 
III. 

i—  4 

Mark 
I. 

i—  5 

Luke 
III. 

*  —  7 

John 
I. 

6-9 

'  In  conformity  to  the 
ancient  prophecies,  and 
authorized  by  an  exprtfs 
revelation, John  thebap- 
tift  appears  in  the  wil- 
dernefs  of  Judea, preach- 
ing repentance,  and  pro- 
claiming the  approach 
of  the  meffiah's  king- 
dom.'     —      —      — 


They  then  proceed  to  the  fecond  line  of 
my  paper — form  the  contents  of  that  line 
into  a  fecond  paragraph,  which  they  tran- 
fcribe  into  the  ruled  meet  of  paper,  as  be- 
fore, with  the  references  at  the  end  of  the 
lair,  line  of  their  account.  From  thence 
they  go  forward  to  the  third  line;  and  fo 
on  till  the  whole  be  fmifhed,  confiding  of 
as  many  paragraphs,  as  there  are  lines  of 
references.  This  employment  generally  re- 
quires two  hours  each  day,  in  order  to  its 
being  completed  in  the  proper  manner. 
They  each  receive  about  forty  four  of  thefe 
papers ;  the  contents  of  which,  drawn  out 
at  length,  give  an  intire  hiftory  (confirming 

fame- 
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fbmetimes  of  many  folio  pages)  of  the  life 
and  dovftrines  of  Jefas,  in  their  own  words. 
The  execution  of  this  plan,  over  and  above 
the  immediate  advantage  arifing  from  the 
acquaintance,  which  it  produces  with  all 
the  circumftances  of  importance  contained 
in  the  gofpels,  may  alfo  be  converted  to 
many  other  ufeful  purpofes  in  the  future 
courfe  of  their  reading.  If  any  doubts  oc- 
cur, relating  to  the  propriety  of  the  order 
of  events  obferved  in  my  Harmony,  they 
are  propofed,  and  confidered,  in  the  lecture 
of  the  fucceeding  day. 

They  alfo  take  down  thofe  references  to 
texts  of  fcripture,  which  relate  to  the  words 
commented  upon,  while  they  are  with  me. 
Thefe  they  dilate  into  notes,  and  obfer- 
vations  of  their  own  :  which  I  recommend 
to  be  tranfcribed  into  an  interleaved  tefta- 
ment.  This  laft  employment  fometimes 
engages  their  attention  for  two  hours  more 
each  day. 

Thefe  engagements,  together  with  the 
time  they  are  with  me,  frequently  amount 
to  near  fix  hours  a  day,  employed  in  actual 
iludv  of  the  fcrintures. 

*  i. 

D  If 
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If  any  difficulty  arifes,  in  their  refearches, 
in   one   evangelifl,    I    advife   them  firft    to 
inquire,    by    the  help  of    their   harmony, 
whether  another  evangelifl  has  not  treated 
upon  the  fame  fubject;   and  if  fo,  to  make 
uie  of  them  as  mutual  interpreters  of  each 
other.       If   the   difficulty  flill   remains,    I 
advife  them  to  confult  a  concordance  -,  and 
diligently  to  invefligate  the  fenfes  in  which 
the  word,  or  combination  of  words,  is  un- 
derftood   in    other   parts  of  fcripture.      If 
they  are  not  yet  fatisfied,  (as  fome  rite  or 
cultom   may  be  alluded  to7)   I   refer   them 
to    Jofephus,    Philo,    Lightfoot,    or    fuch 
other   books,    both    ancient    and    modern, 
which  treat  of  jewifh  laws    and   cuftoms : 
and  as  their  lair,  refource,  they  are  directed 
to  the  commentators,  or  to  Poole's  fynopfis> 
but  I  advife,  that  thefe  mould  not  be  con- 
fulted,    until    they    have    attempted,     and 
found  fruitlefs  every  other  method  of  inter- 
pretation. 

In  the  confideration  of  thofe  texts,  which 
have  been  brought  in  proof  of  certain 
dodrines,  I  do  not  depart  from  my  printed 
propofals,  either  profefledly  to  controvert, 

or 
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or  defend  thofe  doctrines  :  I  endeavour  to 
investigate  the  plain,  the  natural  meaning 
of  the  paffages  which  lie  before  us :  and 
as  I  am  perfuaded,  that  each  expreflion  of 
the  evangeliit  has  an  interpretation  appro- 
priated to  itfelf  alone,  I  contend,  that,  if 
the  fcnfo  which  I  point  out  be  juft,  all 
other  fenfes  mult  be  either  falfe,  or  nothing 
to  the  purpofe.  However,  in  important 
cafes,  I  am  careful  to  obferve,  that  many 
worthy  perfons  of  the  greater!  name  have 
been  of  a  different  opinion  from  myfelf. 
I  recommend  the  approved  rules  of  found 
criticifm  as  the  fafeft  guides :  I  urge  the 
neceffity  of  guarding  againft  the  fallies  of 
imagination — the  affectation  of  Angularity 
— the  reftlefs  defire  of  debate  j  and  point 
out  the  advantages  of,  and  the  moft  likely 
means  of  attaining,  a  fober  judgment : 
and,  as  the  beft  fecurity  againft  the  danger 
of  a  perpetual  uncertainty  and  a  fatal  fcep- 
ticifm,  I  recommend  a  ftate  of  temporary 
fufpence ;  till  all  the  proper  helps  and  ar- 
guments are  collected,  and  confidered  with 
an  impartiality  and  diligence,  proportioned 
to  the  importance  of  the  fubject.    I  obferve 

D     2  tO 
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to  them,  that  I,  who  am  no  more  than  at 
fingle  perfon  in  the  controverfy,  have  but  a 
lingle  voice  in  its  deciiion ;  yet,  as  born  to 
the  ufe  of  reafon  and  to  the  enjoyment  of 
religious  liberty,  I  claim  the  right  of  pri- 
vate judgment.  And,  as  I  would  not 
trefpafs  on  the  freedom  of  inquiry  in  ano- 
ther, I  only  requeft  the  fame  indulgence 
for  myfelf.  More  than  this,  cannot  be 
expected  from  a  lecturer  upon  the  gofpels, 
by  the  moil  zealous  advocate  for  eftablimed 
notions:  lefs  cannot  be  done  by  a  faithful 
expounder  of  the  fcriptures. 

From  the  account  here  given  of  my  lee* 
tures,  it  will  doubtlefs  appear  -,  that  I  have 
not  made  it  profeiledly  my  aim  to  mew  the 
confonancy  of  our  articles  with  the  words 
and  fenfe  of  fcripture.  But  I  truft,  it  will 
be  apparent,  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  do 
more ;  that  I  have  laboured  to  explain — 
eftablim — and  recommend  to  the  love  and 
efteem  of  youth,  that  complete,  that  glori- 
ous fy flam  of  faith  and  morals,  which  is 
the  only  proper  foundation  of  every  church 
in  chriflendom.  In  a  word,  I  have  endea- 
voured carefully  to  explore  the  fenfe  of  the 

fcriptures, 
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icriptures,  by  availing  myfelf  of  thofe  affift- 
ances,  which  the  wife  and  learned  in  every 
#ge  have  declared  to  be  the  moft  likely  means 
of  attaining  to  the  knowledge  of  their  con- 
tents; and  have  honeftly  communicated  to 
all,  who  have  honoured  me  with  their  at- 
tendance, the  fame  means  of  information, 
which  I  have  found  to  be  of  fervice  in  my 
own  cafe.  At  the  clofe  of  my  lectures, 
I  give  a  plan  for  reading  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  new  Teftament  :  I  recommend 
the  fame  mode  of  procedure  in  the  acls  and 
jheepiftles,  as  far  as  it  can  be  applied,  which 
I  purfued  in  the  gofpels :  and,  as  affiflances, 
advife  the  perufal  of  thofe  authors,  who 
have  fo  happily  completed  the  fclieme  of 
Mr.  Locke.* 

d  3  Upon 

*  The  authors  here  alluded  to  are,  Taylor,  Benfon, 
Hallett,  Peirce,  and  Sykes.  The  Hiftory  of  the  plant- 
ing of  chriftianity  by  Benfon,  may  be  perufed  with 
crreat  advantage,  while  the  ftudent  is  ens;a2;ed  in  read- 
ing  the  acts  of  the  apoftles.  Every  work  of  Taylor 
is  highly  to  be  efteemed  :  his  Paraphrafe  and  comment 
jjpon  the  Romans  is  invaluable.  Sykes  is  eminently 
ufeful  on  the  Hebrews:  and  Lowman  has  given  us  an 
excellent  comment  upon  the  Revelation  of  St.  John. 

With  refpecl  to  the  external  evidences  of  chriftianity, 
It  may  be  cbferved,  that  the  works  of  the  very  learned 

and 
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Upon  every  opportunity,  I  take  occaiion 
to  obferve,  that   the  great  ends  of  religion 
are,  to  generate  right  affedions — to  regulate 
the  pra&ife — to  reform   the  heart — to  in- 
fpire  us  with  worthy  notions  of  the  Al- 
mighty,  and  with  love  to  God  and  man. 
I  exhort    and    encourage   all    my   younger 
hearers    to     proceed    with    diligence     and 
alacrity  in  thefe   ufeful  ftudies ;  by  repre- 
senting to  them,  that  it  is   the  duty  of  us 
all,  each  for  hifflfelf,  to   inquire    into  the 
word  of  God,  as  far  as  his   abilities,   and 
neceilary  occupations  will  allow.    I  recom- 
mend to  them  an  attention   to  reafon,  and 
to    argument,    an   whatever   fide   or    party 
found.     And   I  labour  to   perfuade   them, 

that 

and  ingenious  Dr.  Lardner  are   calculated   to  produce 
a   firm  peifuafion   of  the  truth  of  thole  hiftorical  facts, 
which  form  the  foundation  of  the  christian  institution: 
and  that  the  incomparable  treatife  upon  miracles,  lately 
publifncd  by  the  truly  refpcc~table  Mr.  Farmer,  cannot 
be  read  without   feme    good    effect  by  the   mod:   deter- 
jr.ineJ   adverfary   to   revelation.       Ofwald's   appeal    to 
common  fenfe  in  behalf  of  religion,  and  Beattie  upon 
the  immutability  of  truth,  have  an  immediate  tendency 
to  promote  that   rational  conviction,  which  evidences 
itfelf  by  its  effe&s  en  the  life  and  converfation  of  the, 
true  believer. 
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•that  whatever  opinions  they  may  embrace, 
in  confequence  of  an  honed,  humble,  dili- 
gent, and  impartial,  ftudy  of  the  fcripture, 
mould  they  be  erroneous,  they  will  not  in 
them  be  attended  with  the  general  guilt  of 
.error. 

Thus  I  have  unfolded  with  great  truth, 
and  iincerity,  the  whole  of  my  procefs  in 
thefe  lectures.  I  fhould  be  happy  in  the 
approbation  of  the  friends  of  reafon  and 
religion  ;  and  it  has  given  me  pain  to  find, 
that  ibme  juftly  refpectable  characters  have 
conceived  of  me  as  an  enemy  to  both. 

N.  B.  The  original  paper,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  explanation  of  the  author's  plan, 
was  attefted  as  an  accurate  delineation  of 
his  method,  by  the  fignatures  of  fix  gen- 
tlemen of  eftablimed  character  and  con- 
fiderable  /landing  in  the  univerfity,  who 
had  honoured  thefe  lectures  with  their 
attendance. 


D    4  ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

In  the  middle  of  November,  1771,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  appeared  in  the  White-hall 
Evening-pofl. 

The  oppofition,  which  a  certain  lec- 
turer in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  has 
met  with  for  three  years  pail:,  is  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  nature,  that  many  perfons  are 
defirous  of  feeing  it  accounted  for,  upon 
principles  confident  with  fbridt  proteflan- 
tifm,  or  even  with  common  equity.  It  does 
not  appear,  from  any  evidences  afforded 
eitlierto  the  univerfity  or  the  public,*  that 

the 

*  Three  fermons  preached  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Hallifax  in  the  univerfity  church,  have  been  pubiifhed 
at  the  requeft  of  the  vice-chancellor,  and  fome  of  the 
heads  of  colleges,  fince  the  insertion  of  this  expoftula- 
tory  addrefs  in  the  public  papers.  In  thefe  difcourfes 
are  contained  fome  expreffions,  which  have  been  fup- 
bofed  to  infinuate  a  charge,  that  the  lecturer  hath  de- 
parted from  the  facred  line  of  duty,  in  the  execution  of 
hisdefign  :  but  as  the  neceilary  evidence,  has  not  as  yet 
been  laid;  before  the  univerfity,  or  the  public,  the  lec- 
turer thinks,  thru  nptwithltanding  the  doctor's  publica- 
tion, 
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the  lecturer  has,  in  a  Tingle  inftance,  de- 
viated from  his  original  propofals,  during 
the  courfe  of  his  reading  critical  and  ex- 
planatory lectures  upon  the  gofpels.  The 
public  are  in  pofTeiTion  of  his  plan;  and  a 
perfon  of  high  dignity  in  the  church,  of  an 
attefled  paper,  fignifying  the  lecturer's  faith- 
ful execution  of  that  plan. 

The  following  queries  are  therefore  fub- 

mitted 

tion,  he  is  authorifed  to  retain  the  mode  of  expreffion 
adopted  in  the  advertifement.  The  doctor  has  thought 
proper  to  point  out  the  rev.  Dr.  Prieflley,  without  any 
ambiguities,  as  an  object  of  his  reprehenfion ;  mould 
he,  in  fome  future  edition  of  his  fermons,  condefcend 
to  honour  the  lecturer  with  a  fimilar  kind  of  notice; 
fhould  he,  at  any  time,  difclaiming  the  ungenerous 
artifices  of  a  difguiied  adverfary,  and  with  the  fpirit  of 
a  real  friend  to  the  interefts  of  religion,  directly  and 
explicitly  apply  the  accufation  of  ufing  undue  arts  to 
miflead  the  rifing  generation,  to  the  lecturer's  charac- 
ter and  conduct,  and  attempt  to  fupport  it  by  the 
proper  evidences,  a  direct  and  circumltantial  anfwer 
will  immediately  be  returned  to  his  charge. 

[  No  notice  was  taken  by  Dr.  Hallifax  of  this  open 
and  manly  engagement  of  the  lecturer  to  defend  him- 
feif  au-ainft  the  malignant  and  invidious  defio-ns  of 
his  adverfaries,  who  continued  to  throw  their  mif- 
chievous  fhafts  in  every  fhape, — without  remtrie  or. 
ihame.  ] 
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mitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  perfons 
concerned. 

1.  What  arguments  can  be  urged  to 
prove,  that  the  lecturer  mould  not  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  abfolutely  unmolefted, 
in  the  execution  of  his  defign,  as  expreffed 
in  his  propofals  ? 

2.  Have  not  many  young  gentlemen  of 
the  univerfity  been  dehorted  and  difcou- 
raged  from  attending  the  lecturer;  and 
hath  not  this  very  lately  been  the  cafe  in 
colleges,  wherein  there  is  no  opportunity 
of  feeking  elfewhere  for  inftruction  ? 

3.  Hath  not  the  lecturer  declared,  both 
by  letter,  and  in  perfon,  to  feveral  dignita- 
ries in  the  church,  that  he  will  deufr  from 
reading  lectures  himfelf  in  the  univerfity, 
provided  a  regular  courfe  of  lectures  in 
the  gofpels  mould  be  read,  once  each  year, 
in  every  college,  by  the  perfons  to  whofe 
department  fuch  duty  more  immediately 
belongs? 

4.  Hath  he  not,  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  exculpates  the  tutors  of  the  univerfity, 
with  refpect  to  an  omiffion,  fo  often  pa- 
thetically lamented,  pointed  out  to  perfons 

of 
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of  authority  and  influence,  the  original 
fountain  of  the  evil,  and  the  proper  method 
of  removing  it  ? 

5.  Hath  any  fatisfa&ory  anfwer  been  re- 
turned to  fuch  remonftrances? 

To  thefe  queries,   the  lecturer   now  begs 
leave  to  fubjoin  the  following  declaration. 

As  he  is  fully  fatisned,  that  an  attempt 
to    revive    the    languishing    fludy    of    the 
{acred  writings  in  one  of  the   moft  cele- 
brated univeriities   in  Europe  is  an  under- 
taking deferving  of  all  encouragement ;   he 
is  perfuaded,  that  his  efforts,    though   op- 
pofed  by  the  whole  force  of  the    fpirituai 
powers,     will    in    due    time    be    attended 
with    fuccefs.       He    therefore    declares    it 
to  be  his  fixed  intention,   calmly  to  purfue 
his   determined    courfe,    regardlefs  of    the 
menaces  of  that  interefled  oppofition,  which 
would  make  him  from  his  purpofe;   but  at 
the  fame  time,   actuated  with  a  fin  cere  de- 
fire    to    remove     the    prejudices    of  every 
worthy  man,  who  may  have   mifconceived 
of  his  defign.     And,   that  as  with  refpect 
to  matters  of  fmaller  importance,  his  tem- 
per is    naturally  open   and  unrefervedj  fo 

in 
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in  an  affair  of  fuch  high  concernment  as 
religion,  it  is  probable  he  will  always,  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  his  public  labours  in  the 
gofpel,  declare  what  appears  to  him  to  be 
the  truth  of  God,  without  any  appreheniion 
of  the  refentment  of  man.  Yet,  that  he 
may  not  appear  obftinately  attached  to  any 
one  particular  mode  of  inltruction,  or  be 
fufpected  of  being  in  the  leafr.  degree  dif- 
pofed  to  aim  at  eitabiifhing,  by  undue  arts, 
any  favourite  opinions  of  his  own,  in  the 
place  of  thofe  which  have  received  the 
fanclion  of  law  ;  he  now  publicly  and  with 
all  folemnity  declares,  that  whenever  cri- 
tical    AND    EXPLANATORY     LECTURES 

on  the  gospels,  continued  daily  for  the 
courfe  of  feven  fucceflive  weeks,  *  mall  be 
annually  read  in  each  fociety,  at  any  feafon  -f 

which 

*  This  appears  to  the  author  to  be  the  leaft  portion 
of  time,  in  which  fuch  a  defign  can  be  effectually  exe- 
cuted :  his  reafons  are  founded  upon  his  own  ex- 
perience and  practice,  as  delivered  in  the  preceding 
pages  of  this  book. 

f  The  proper  feafon  for  the  execution  of  that  plan 
of  lectures,  which  is  here  recommended,  muft  be  de- 
termined in  a  great  meafure  upon  a  confideration  of  the 

different: 
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which  mall  be  judged  moll  proper,  he  will 
placidly  relign  his  prefent  laborious  office 
and  employment  into   the  hands   of  abler 

and 

different  views  of  the  ftudents  who  refort  to  us  for  irt- 
ftruclion. 

The  ftudents  at  our  universities  may  he  claffed  with 
propriety  into  various  divifions,  according  to  their  rank 
and  expectations,  their  abilities  and  Handing  ;  but  at 
prefent  we  will  confider  them  either  in  the  light  of 
perfons,  who  are  intended  to  be  trained  up  in  fuch  a 
courfe  of  academical  learning,  as  may  qualify  them  for 
the  due  difchar^e  of  the  facred  functions  of  the  mi- 
niftry  ;  or  fuppofe  them  to  be  fent  thither,  in  order 
that  they  may  imbibe  that  liberal  fpirit,  and  be  con- 
firmed in  thofe  iiabits  of  juft  reafoning,  which  are  the 
natural  confequences  of  an  early  acquaintance  with  the 
fciences,  and  are  equally  an  ornament  and  advantage 
in  every  rank  and  profeflion  of  life. 

As  the  ftudents  of  the  latter  clafs  frequently 
leave  us  before  they  have  accomplished  the  refidence 
required  for  the  firft  academical  degree  ;  the  feafon  of 
religious  inftruction,  might,  in  their  cafe,  with  propriety 
be  fixed  at  fome  time,  near  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  year 
from  their  admimon. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  our  youth,  however  in- 
dependent may  be  their  fituation,  however  elevated 
their  profpects,  will  be  averfe  from  purfuing  any  courfe 
of  ftudy,  which  comes  recommended  to  them  by  pro- 
per authority  or  advice.  But  a  queftion  may  arife, 
whether  fuch  an  inftitution  would  redound  to  the  ad- 
vantage 
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and  lefs  exceptionable    men ;    or,   in    other 
words,  when  he  mall  have  fucceeded  in  his 

defient 
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vantage  of  the  ftudent  himfelf,  or  be  conformable  to 
the  intentions  of  thofe,  who,  by  nature  or  pofitive  ap- 
pointment, are  intruded  with  his  education.  He  is 
fent  to  thefe  feminarieSj  it  may  be  faid,  not  with  a  de- 
fio-n,  that  he  mould  employ  his  mod  valuable  hours  in 
the  invefti  nation  of  the  abftruier  points  of  theological 
controverfy;  but  rather  with  a  view  to  acquire  that 
o-eneral  kind  of  knowledge,  which  may  prepare  him  for 
an  able  and  honourable  difcharge  of  his  duty,  whatever 
be  the  ftation  in  which  he  may  be  hereafter  placed. 

As  this  is  an  objection,  which  may  poflibly  be  efteem- 
ed  of  weight;  we  will  confider  it  with  fome  degree  of 
attention  : 

It  will  conduce  much  to  the  fettling  of  this  matter* 
if  we  begin  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  queftion  itfelf.  It 
may  be  ftated  as  follows.  Whether  it  be  prudent  or 
defireable,  that  the  noble  and  ingenuous  youth,  whore- 
fort  to  us  for  inftruftion  in  thofe  various  kinds  of  know- 
ledge which  are  taught  in  thefe  feminaries  of  ufeful 
learning,  fhould  be  alfo  principled  in  that  religion, 
which  was  revealed  from  heaven — in  that  religion, 
which  is  eftablifhed  by  fanctions,  that  form  a  part  of 
the  political  inftitutions  of  their  country — in  that  re- 
ligion, which  if  profefied  and  practifed  in  its  primaeval 
purity,  would,  exclufively  of  its  more  important  con- 
fequences  hereafter  to  individuals,  be  productive  of 
fecurity,  tranquility,  and  happinefs,  to  all  communi- 
ties of  men. 

It 
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defign  of  eitedually  calling    forth  the  la- 
bours of  others,  he  will  ceafe  from  his  own. 

It  is  hoped,  for  the  honour  of  our  nobility — for  the 
honour  of  our  commonalty  —  for  the  honour  of  our 
clergy, — and  more  particularly  for  the  honour  of  our 
univerfities,  that  there  are  not  many,  even  in  thcfe 
times,  who  would  chufe  openly  to  intimate  a  doubt, 
whether  religion  (which,  after  all  that  the  philofophers 
and  moralifts  have  faid  with  refpect  to  its  uncertainties 
and  corruptions,  has  an  undoubted  claim  to  be  the  guide 
of  human  life)  fhould  be  inftilled  into  the  minds  of 
youth,  before  the  important  fcene  of  action  commences, 
which  calls  for  its  effects  in  the  performance  of  every 
juft  and  honourable  deed. 

If  there  be  any  who  fhall  afTert,  that  an  early  ac- 
quaintance with  the  rudiments  of  thechriftian  faith 
that  an  education,  which  tends  to  imprint  upon  the 
yielding  mind  the  falutary  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  is 
not  an  object  worthy  of  academical  attention  ;  they 
muft  be  ftrangers  to  that  faith,  and  miftake  for  religion 
pure  and  undefiled,  that  motley  mixture  of  fuperftition 
and  enthufiafm,  which  has  fo  long  ufurped  its  venerable 
name.  Too  often  indeed,  has  her  fair  and  fpotlefs 
form  been  confounded  with  the  offspring  of  political 
invention;  with  the  reproach  of  priefthood ;  with  the 
dread  of  fools:  but  true  religion,  though  it  confirms  the 
fubject  in  obedience  to  the  magiftrate,  is  not  the 
offspring  of  political  device;  though  it  teaches  the 
creature  to  bow  down  with  humbleft  reverence  in  the 
houfe  of  prayer,  is  not  the  invention  of  the  interefted 
prieft;  though  it  frequently  alarms  the  minds  of  mortal 
men  with  fupernumerary  horrors,  is  not  the  child  of 
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fentaftic  fuperitition,  nor  ingendered  by  wild  enfchuhafrti 
or  the  daemon  of  defpair. 

In  the  circles  of  the  gay  and  thougthlefs,  religion  is 
too  often  treated  with  averfion  or  contempt;  but  in- 
jurioufly  and  ungratefully  da  they  reflect,  upon  this  lad 
beft  gift  of  God  to  man,  when  they  reprefent  her  as  a 
friend  to  gloom  and  melancholy,  an  enemy  to  focial 
joy.  Whereas  the  countenance  of  true  religion  is 
always  placid  and  ferene  ;  fhe  poureth  forth  the  choiceft 
bleflings  of  the  Almighty  upon  man,  and  arms  our 
fouls  with  patience,  faith,  and  holy  hope.  "  Her  ways 
are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace." 

But  in  order  that  we  may  place  in  the  moft  {trikino- 
point  of  view,  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an  inflitution,  as 
we  have  been  now  contending  for;  let  us  endeavour 
more  fully  to  delineate  the  intfinfic  excellence,  and  be- 
neficial tendences  of  that  religious  fyftem,  which,  from 
an  entire  conviction  of  its  general  utility  and  celeftial 
original,  we  earneftly  and  with  confidence  recommend 
to  the  ferious  attention  of  the  britifh  youth. 

The  voice  then  of  true  religion  firft  calls  up^n  us  to 
look  round  upon  the  face  of  that  earth,  which  is  our 
prefent  habitation.  She  points  to  the  wonderful  care 
of  nature  in  the  formation  of  every  plant  and  flower, 
which  diverfifies  its  furface.  She  fuggefts  to  us  the 
contemplation  of  the  {till  more  numerous  ufes,  for  which 
each  plant  and  flower  fprings  up,  and  withers,  and 
decays.  How  each  contributes  to  the  being  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  innumerable  fpecies  of  living  creatures, 
with  which  every  element  is  filled  :  how  each  and  all 
conduce  to  the  fatisfaction  of  nature's  faireft  produce, 
the  rational  mind;  and  finally  leads  us  to  conclude, 
that  thefe  infinitely  varied  objects  of  fight,  of  fmell,  and 
touch,  are  not  the  efrecl  of  wayward  chance;   but  owe 

their 
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their  origin  to  ONE  almighty  ever-living  God,  who  firft 
formed  them  from  nothing  by  his  creative  voice,  and 
now  fupports  them  in  exiftence  by  the  word  of  his 
power :  that,  though  numerous  as  the  fands  of  the 
fhore,  they  are  all  the  produce  of  one  mighty  being,  of 
one  everlafting  parent  of  all  good. 

The  voice  of  true  religion  alfo  calls  upon  us  to  ob- 
ferve  the  methods  of  God's  providence,  the  nature  of 
that  adminiftration,  with  which  he  rules  among  the  fons 
of  men. 

The  voice  of  true  religion,  laftly,  calls  upon  us, 
from  the  knowledge  of  our  maker,  from  the  knowledge 
of  his  providence,  to  deduce  the  ftill  more  important 
knowledge  of  our  duty. 

Religion  therefore  is  a  fublimer  kind  of  fkill  in  the 
ceconomy  of  human  life. 

A  man  is  efteemed  wife  and  prudent,  if  he  manages 
his  temporal  concerns  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  gain 
the  greateft  quantity  of  real  enjoyment  from  thofe 
fcenes,  which  now  are  pafling  with  fuch  quick  fuccef- 
fion  in  our  fight. 

He  is  certainly  religious,  if  his  conduct  be  fuch  as 
affords  the  moft  reafonable  profpect  of  his  being  happy 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  exiftence,  of  which  the 
prefent  life  of  man  forms  but  an  inconfiderable 
part. 

Religion  has  been  fuppofed  only  to  flourifh  in  the 
convent.  It  is  the  only  place,  in  which  it  cannot  pof- 
fibly  fubfift, 

Religion  has  been  fuppofed  bv  its  very  nature,  to  be 
excluded  from  the  more  active  fcenes  of  focial  life.  It 
is  in  the  active  fcenes  of  focial  life,  where  alone  reli- 
gion can  be  found. 

A  found  judgment  is  efteemed  creditable  to  the  pof- 
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fefi.br,  and  advantageous  to  all  who  live  beneath  its 
influence.  Religion  is  productive  and  perfective  of  that 
judgment:  through  her  we  form  a  proper  eftimate  of 
everv  object,  which  agitates  our  paflions,  and  influences 
the  defires  of  our  hearts:  Ihe  teaches  us  to  diftinguifh 
between  the  mimic  blaze,  which  plays  around  the  head 
of  falfehood,  and  that  fleady  luftre,  which  beams  re- 
fplendent  from  the  face  of  truth. 

Knowledge  is  pleafing  to  the  human  mind.  It  is 
delightful  in  the  moment  of  acquifition,  it  is  valuable 
for  its  ufe;  religion  is  the  perfection  of  all  knowledge. 
It  not  onlv  points  out  the  fource  and  origin  of  thofe 
fecret  powers,  which  with  irrenftible  energy  urge  on 
the  movements  of  this  vaft  material  frame;  but  alfo 
fhews,  that  almighty  power,  that  confummate  wifdom, 
that  unlimited  beneficence  and  mercy  direct  and  re- 
gulate the  moral  world.  A  conviction,  which  imme- 
diately tends  to  the  production  of  the  folid  fubftance  of 
piety  and  virtue;  a  perfuafion,  furely  confolatory  in  the 
hour  of  diftrefs,  animating  and  exhilarating  amidfr.  the 
ferlivity  of  fober  joy. 

Should  infidelity  object,  "  Do  we  not  fee  man  growing 
"  up  like  a  flower;  and  like  a  flower  withering  beneath 
<c  theblafl:  of  heaven,  gradually  decay  ;  until  at  length 
"  with  an  intire  privation  of  thought  and  confeioufnefs, 
"  he  drops  into  the  tomb  ;"  mould  fhe  exalt  her  voice, 
"  and  cry,  where  is  now  the  boaft  of  reafon,  the  expected 
"  reward  of  doing  well,  the  continual  feaft  of  confeience, 
*'  the  everlafting  fruit  of  virtue  ?"  Religion  calmly  mall 
reply,  and  full  conviction  will  accompany  her  words, 
"  The  moral  perfections  of  the  foul,  the  virtues  of  the 
"  rational  mind,  touched  by  the  rude  hand  of  death, 
*'  may  perhaps,  like  the  flower  of  the  evening,  clofe  for 
*'  a  time  their  yet  imperfect  forms;  but  the  gloomy 
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,{  night  and  darknefs  of  the  grave  fhall  quickly  pafs, 
*'  the  morning  of  the  refurrection  fhall  arrive ;  they 
"  fhall  then  expand  their  fragrant  bloffoms  beneath 
"  the  influence  of  brighter  funs,  and  flourifh  in  the  pof- 
"  feflion  of  an  eternal  day." 

If  the  knowledge  of  religion  be  thus  efficacious  in 
forming,  influencing,  and  animating  every  nobler 
power  and  affection  of  our  nature;  inftruction  in  that 
gofpel,  which  tends  to  generate,  and  inculcate  a  proper 
fenfe  of  it  upon  the  mind,  fhould,  without  a  doubt, 
form  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  every  perfect  plan  of 
education. 

And  this  on  account  of  the  tranfcendent  excellency 
of  the  religion,  which  is  contained  in  that  gofpel. 

For,  as  the  religion  of  nature  calls  us  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  wonders  of  creation,  that  in  them  we 
m2y  feek  our  great  creator,  and  having  found  him, 
adore  him  with  a  reafonable  fervice;  the  religion  of  the 
gofpel  mod  powerfully  invites  us  to  confider  the  fur- 
paffing  wonders  of  his  goodnefs,  that  we  may  love  him, 
and  rife  to  a  participation  of  his  joy. 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel  defcribes  each  public  and 
private  virtue  with  all  fimplicity  and  plainnefsj  and  at 
the  fame  time,  with  that  majefHc  and  affecting  elo- 
quence, which  with  irrefiftible  energy  captivates  the 
foul.  Inftruction  in  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  will 
therefore  tend  to  form  the  manners  of  the  monarch, 
the  ftatefman,  the  father,  and  the  friend. 

And  if  there  be  reafonable  ground  for  our  belief,  that 
the  event  will  verify  the  molt  important  article  of  the 
chriflian  faith:  If  our  hope  be  juftly  founded,  that 
fome  future  day  fnall  behold  us  rifing  from  the  bed  of 
death,  fhall  behold  us  burfting  from  the  gloomy  dark- 
nefs of  the  grave,   to  the  enjoyment  of  an  everlafting 
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light  of  life  j  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  being  thus 
fuited  to  the  circumftances  of  all  men,  demands  the 
early  attention  of  all,  whatever  be  that  rank  or  fitua- 
tion,  in  which  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God  hath 
placed  them. 

Although  therefore  it  be  granted,  that  the  calling  the 
attention  of  youth  to  the  intricacies  of  theological  con- 
troverfy  would  be  unprofitable  and  unwife ;  becaufe  it 
might  prevent  them  from  engaging  in  thofe  ufeful  and 
manly  ftudies,  which  are  more  adapted  to  their  rank 
and  profpects;  yet  furely  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  a  few 
weeks  application  to  the  pure  and  perfect  word  of  God 
wtiuld  be  highly  beneficial  to  them  ;  as  it  would  tend 
to  confirm  them  in  that  juft  and  honourable  practice 
without  which,  titles  and  diftinctions  are  lefs  than 
empty  founds. 

With  refpect  to  that  clafs  of  ftudents  in  our  univer- 
fities,  whofe  views  are  directed  to  the  church,  there  is 
furely  no  occafton  that  any  thing  be  laid,  to  fhew  the 
propriety,  and  even  neceflity,  of  an  early  application  to 
the  ftudy  of  that  religion,  which,  in  confequence  of 
their  profeflion,  they  will  hereafter  be  called  upon  to 
preach  to  the  people  committed  to  their  charge. 

As  an  academical  degree  is  generally  efteemed  one  of 
the  requifite  qualifications,  for  admiflion  into  the  mi- 
niftry ;  the  moft  fuitable  feafon  for  attending  a  courfe 
of  lectures  on  the  gofpels,  will  in  this  cafe  be  immedi- 
ately fubfequent  to  the  time  of  their  commencing 
bachelors  of  arts.  The  understanding  of  the  pupil  in- 
formed by  fcience,  his  judgment  matured  by  habits  of 
reflection,  his  fpirit  of  inquiry  roufed  into  activity,  in 
confequence  of  having  fuccefsfully  explored  the  regions 
of  mathematical  and  philofophical  truth,  will  at  this 

time 


<     53     ) 

time  happily  co-operate  with  the  tutor's  inftru&ions; 
while  the  rifing  ambition  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf 
in  his  profeffion  will  infpire  him  with  the  deure  of 
laying  deep  and  fure,  what  ou'jht  to  be  efteeme^  the 
firm  foundations  of  his  future  eminence  in  the  church. 

Nor  let  it  be  objected,  that  the  expences  attendant 
upon  a  univerfity  education  are  already  fo  great,  that 
the  unavoidable  augmentation  of  them  in  confluence 
of  a  longer  refidence  in  college,  will  be  received  by  the 
friends  of  youth  with  murmuring  and  difcontent. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  there  is  a  father  in 
England,  who  would  object  even  to  a  quarter's  prolonga- 
tion of  refidence,  when  the  advantage  propofed  is  in- 
flruclion  in  that  fcience,  which  may  fhortly  become  his 
fan's  immediate  profeflion. 

The  bifhops  themfelves,  when  the  apprehenfions  of 
herefyand  of  a  repeal  of  the  laws  requiring  fubfcription. 
are  out  of  the  queflion,  are  the  louded  in  complaining 
of  the  grofs  ignorance  of  academical  youth  with  refpect 
to  theological  knowledge,  and  of  their  utter  infufficieney 
for  the  performance  of  that  facred  office,  which  requires 
a  preparation  commenfurate  to  the  acknowledged  im- 
portance of  the  truft.  Yet  we  have  never  heard .  that 
they  have  recommended  or  encouraged,  at  either  of 
the  univerfities,  an  attention  to  that  fpecies  of  know- 
ledge, which  if  auaduoufly  cultivated  would  effectually 
remove  this  reproach.  Perhaps  the  name  of  arch- 
bifhop  Seeker  fhould  be  excepted  ;  upon  whofe  ad- 
vice and  encouragement,  the  prefent  divinity  profeffor 
at  Oxford  hath  inftituted  a  courfe  of  theological  lec- 
tures, according  to  a  plan  which  has  been  lately  offered 
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to  the  public;*  a  courfe,  which,  though  it  evidences 
the  confummate  learning  of  the  very  worthy  profeflfor, 
muft  unavoidably  fail  in  attracting  any  confiderable  de- 
gree of  the  pupil's  attention  ;  and  alfo  tends  to  the  dif- 
couragemcnt  of  that  generous  principle  of  free  inquiry, 
without  which,  all  refearches  into  the  fcriptures,  at  fo 
early  a  time  of  life,  will  be  entered  upon  with  diflatif- 
faction  and  difguft.  With  a  view  perhaps  to  a  fimilar 
inftitution  at  Cambridge,  the  rev.  Dr.  Porteus,  at  the 
time  of  the  commencement  1767,  preached  an  admira- 
ble ferrnon  in  the  univerfity  church.  In  the  year 
1768,  the  author,  without  the  encouragement  or  fug- 
geflion  of  any  perfon  whatfoever,  entered  upon  his 
prefent  courfe  of  lectures;  which,  from  the  time  of 
their  fir  ft  inftitution  to  the  prefent  moment,  have  been 
uniformly  oppofed  by  the  majority  of  the  heads  of 
houfes,  and  almoft  every  prelate  who  has  the  leaft  con- 
nection with  the  place.  Let  the  plan  propofed  in 
thefe  papers  be  compared  with  that  of  the  Oxford 
profeilbr,  and  the  reafon  of  fuch  oppofition  may  pro- 
bably appear  ;  at  leaft,  every  intelligent  layman  muft 
perceive,  that  the  youth,  who  is  formed  upon  the 
model  of  the  Oxford  mode  of  inftruction,  will  in  all 
probability  dutifully  acquiefce  in  that  fyftem  of  opi- 
nions, which,  being  firft  fabricated  by  a  few  of  the 
priefthood  in  the  ages  of  comparative  darknefs,  foon 
received  the  fanction  of  ecclefiaftical  authority,  and  is 
now   unhappily  confirmed   by   the   law  of  the  land: 

while 

[  *  See  "  Reflections  upon  the  ftudy  of  divinity.  To  which 
are  fubjoined  heads  of  a  courfe  of  leclures.  By  Edward 
Bentham,  D.  D.  King's  profeflbr  of  divinity  in  Oxford." 
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while  the  ftudent  in  the  gofpels,  though  under  the 
moft  vigilant  direction,  might  be  difpofed  to  wifti,  or 
perhaps  hereafter  to  aim  at  introducing  a  more  ftriking 
refemblance  between  the  religion  of  his  country,  and 
the  abfolutely  pure  and  perfect  word  of  the  invariable 
O.od. 

Thefe  confiderations,  united  with  his  own  ex- 
perience, have  induced  the  author  to  conjecture,  that 
the  bifhops  of  the  church  of  Eng'and  have  objections 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  under  any  form  or  di- 
rection, of  a  like  nature  with  thofe,  which  were  known 
to  have  haunted  their  papal  predeceflors  :  that,  as  in 
former  times,  the  pontifical  powers  feemed  appre- 
henfive,  that,  an  inquiry  into  the  operations  of  nature 
might  make  down  the  philofophy  of  Mofes,  their  lord- 
fliips  are  alarmed,  left  a  mode  of  investigation,  which 
fucceeded  fo  happily  when  the  •■>  orks  of  God  were 
the  fubject,  might,  if  refolutely  purfued  in  the  cafe  of 
his  word,  prove  fatal  to  that  fyftem  of  theological 
opinions,  which,  for  certain  reafons  not  proper  to  be 
difcufted  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  they  now  fo  ftrenu- 
oufly  uphold. 

It  has  been  objected,  as  an  argument  againft  adopt- 
ing the  plan  which  is  recommended  in  thefe  papers, 
that  the  emoluments,  annexed  to  the  office  ofuniver- 
fity  tutors,  are  at  prefent  too  fmall  to  induce  them  to 
enter  upon  additional  labours,  which  in  the  lecturer's 
example  they  have  feen  fo  unhandfomely  requited. 
This  objection  is  acknowledged  to  be  of  fome  weight  j 
but  then  it  mould  feem  to  be  the  duty  of  the  bifhops 
to  encourage  a  perfuaiion  in  the  minds  of  the  tutors, 
that  an  attention  to  the  advancement  of  chriftian  know- 
ledge in   their   refpective    focieties  would  recommend 
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them  to  the  favour  of  their  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors. 
Their  lordfhips  have  frequently  interfered  in  matters 
of  a  lefs  momentous  concern:  and  therefore  it  would 
not  be  to  their  difcredit  to  employ  their  authority  and 
influence  (which  have  never  been  more  extenfive  in  the 
univerfities  than  at  prefent)  in  roufing  the  attention 
of  thofe  learned  bodies,  to  the  ftudy  of  the  almoft 
antiquated  word  of  God.  Their  dependants  would 
foon  follow  their  example ;  men,  who  have  laid  them- 
felves  under  a  kind  of  obligation  of  doing-  fomethin<r 
themfelves  by  their  zeal  in  oppofing  or  obftrucling 
what  others  have  attempted,  would  eagerly  feize  the 
opportunity,  and  vindicate  their  characters  from  that 
reproach,  which  at  prefent  they  unquestionably  de- 
fer ve. 

But  if  relying  (it  may  be  with  a  fatal  fecurity)  upon 
that  degree  of  power,  which  is  annexed,  for  very  dif- 
ferent purpcies,  to  their  elevated  rank,  their  lordihips 
fhall  invariably  perfift  in  the  practice  of  ftifling  every 
effort,  which  is  calculated  to  inform  the  underftanding, 
and  to  improve  the  heart;  let  them  reflect,  that  as  fuch 
conduct  in  religious  concernments  is  contrary  to  their 
character  as  guardians  of  a  proteftant  church ;  fo,  in 
the  end,  it  muft  derive  upon  them  thejuft  indignation 
and  refentment  of  every  friend  to  the  real  interefh  of 
mankind, 
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Hints  propofed  to  the  confideration  of 
fludents  of  the  gofpel ;  explaining  the 
defign  of  the  annexed  fcheme  of  Har- 
mony ;  and  pointing  out  a  compendious 
method  of  acquiring  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  all  thofe  doctrines  and 
injunctions,  which  Jefus  recommended 
to  the  attention  and  obfcrvance  of  his 
difciples. 

The  preceding  remarks  and  delineation 
may  fufrice  for  an  account  of  the  method 
obferved  by  the  author,  in  his  lectures. 
It  will  not  be  improper  to  add  fome  hints 
for  the  benefit  of  thofe,  who  may  approve 
the  plan  and  the  annexed  harmony,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  purfue  thefe  fludies 
without  an  afliftant. 

Let  the  ftudent  provide  himfelf  with  a 
quarto  book  of  blank  paper :  the  right- 
hand  pages  of  which  muft  be  ruled,  fo  as 
to  be  divided  into  fix  nearly  equal  columns; 
as  in  the  fpecimen,  which  is  added  at  the 
clofe  of  this  pamphlet. 

Let  his  firft  employment  be  to  read  the 
quantity  of  fcripture,    which  is  contained 

in 
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in  one  line  of  the  following  Harmony,  in 
the  original.  He  mull;  endeavour  to  render 
himfelf  matter  of  the  language  in  this 
period.  If  any  difficulties  mould  arife, 
either  with  regard  to  the  meaning  of  words, 
or  their  conftruclion,  he  mull  apply  to  the 
ufual  affiftances  for  information.  Among 
thefe,  he  may  confult  Vigerus  de  Idiotifmis 
graecas  dictionis,  the  Ellipfes  of  Bos,  Leigh's 
Critica  Sacra,  Stockius's  Clavis,  the  Lexi- 
con of  Pafor;  and  above  all,  the  lately 
published  Lexicon  of  Parkhurft  *, 

Let 

*  The  choice  of  an  edition  of  the  greek  Teftament 
is  a  matter  of  fome  moment.  The  folio  edition  of 
Dr.  Mill,  by  Kufter,  is  well  known.  Bengelius's 
quarto  edition  printed  in  1734,  and  his  fmaller  edition 
printed  in  1762,  are  highly  valuable;  but  the  duo- 
decimo editions  of  Wetftein  appear  to  be  far  fuperior 
to  all  others  with  refpecl  to  general  ufe.  As  various 
readings  of  importance  may  fometimes  be  contained 
in  the  portions  of  fcripture  under  confideration  ;  the 
prolegomena  and  canons  of  criticifm  prefixed  to  thefe 
editions  of  Wetftein,  are  not  unworthy  of  the  ftudent's 
notice  :  but  if  he  is  defirous  of  further  information  in 
thefe  matters,  the  valuable  little  treatife  of  Erneftus  de 
inftitutione  interpretis  novi  Teftamenti,  Michaelis's  in- 
troductory lectures  to  the  ftudy  of  the  greek  Teftament, 
£nd  the  prolegomena  to  the  folio  edition  of  Wetftein 
will  afford  him  ample  fatisfaclion. 
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Let  him  in  the  fecond  place,  be  careful 
to  investigate  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
pafTages,  referred  to  in  each  evangelift, 
either  by  his  own  reflection,  or  by  the  aid 
of  paraphrafes.  And  here  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  among  the  many  performances 
of  this  fort,  the  beft  is  that,  which  we 
owe  to  the  labours  of  the  learned  and  ju- 
dicious Dr.  Clarke. 

The  fludent,  being  now  fuppofed  to  be 
a  competent  judge  of  the  matter  contained 
in  one  of  thef  lines  of  references,  may, 
with  great  improvement  to  himfelf,  digeft 
the  fubftance  of  what  the  evangelifts  have 
written  in  this  period  into  one  paragraph, 
exprefTed  in  his  own  words,  and  containing 
all  the  particulars  worthy  of  obfervation, 
which  are  found  in  each. 

This  paragraph  is  to  be  tranfcribed  into 
the  left  hand  page  of  the  paper  book  ;  and 
in  the  continuation  of  the  clofing  line  of 
the  account,  upon  the  right  hand  ruled 
page,  mult  be  fet  down,  in  their  proper 
columns,  the  references  as  contained  in 
the  fubjoined  Harmony. 
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If  any  expreffions,  which  lead  to  a  dif- 
covery  of  the  important  circumftances  of 
time  and  place,  mould  occur,  they  are 
diligently  to  be  attended  to  ->  and  all  fuch 
circumftances  of  time  and  place  are  to  be 
noted  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  columns  of  the 
ruled  paper*. 

The  iludent's  next  employment  mould 
be,  by  the  help  of  the  parallel  places  im- 
mediately fubjoined  to  the  text  in  the 
editions  of  Dr.  Mill  and  Wetftein,  to  ex- 
plore the  mod  remarkable  paflages  of 
fcripture,  which  tend  to  explain  or  il- 
luflrate  the  portion  of  the  gofpels  under 
his  confideration ;  thefe  he  may  fet  down 
in  fmaller  figures,  in  thofe  columns  which 
remain  unoccupied  either  by  the  narration 
of  the  evangelifts,  or  by  the  notes  of  time 
and  place. 

Although  much  is  now  done,  the  ftudent 
is  not  to  confider  himlelf  as  arrived  at  the 
termination  of  his  labours.  The  import  of 
particular  words  and  fentences  is  now  to  be 

inquired 

*  The  author  thinks  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
confefs,  that  be  has  taken  the  hint  of  his  fifth  and  fixth 
columns  from  the  Harmony  of  Pilkington. 
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inquired  into  :   allufions  to  jewifli  or  hea- 
then rites  and  cuftoms  are  to  be  diligently 
noted ;  the  peculiar  phrafeology,  and  highly 
figurative  diction,   (which  more  or  lefs  oc- 
curs   in   ail   the  evangelifts,     and    prevails 
more   efpecially   in   almoft   every   verfe   of 
St.   John)    will    require    the    moil    earneft 
attention  in  all  who  have  a  defire  to  know, 
and  the  courage*  to  inveftigate,    the  gofpel 
truths.      In   the    profecution  of  this   part 
of  the  plan,   the  concordances  of  Stephens 
and  Schmidius,    and  in  cafe  thefe  cannot  be 
obtained,    the   Cambridge   concordance,  or 
that  of  Crudeii,  will   prove    of  great   ad- 
vantage.    Books  defcriptive   of   the   boun- 
daries and  climate,  the  natural  produce,  and 
peculiar  cuftoms  of  the  eaftern  nations,  will 
be   highly  ufeful.     The  faithful   narratives 
of  judicious   travellers    have    already    been 
found    to    throw    confiderable    light    upon 
feveral  paflages,  which  had  formerly  eluded 
the  efforts  of  the  moft  celebrated  commen- 
tators ; 

*  See  a  little  tradt.  of  bifhop  Hare  frequently  re- 
printed, intitled,  "  Difficulties  and  difcouragements, 
which  attend  the  ftudy  of  fcripture  in  the  way  of 
private  judgment." 
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tators;  a  race  of  men,  who  in  general  have 
been  more  ftudious  of  eftablifhing  certain 
fyftems,  to  which  they  have  been  attached 
by  education  and  intereft,  than  of  invefti- 
gating,  with  diligence  and  a  fpirited  im- 
partiality, thofe  aids  from  natural  and  civil 
hiftory,  which  might  lead  us  to  a  more  ac- 
curate comprehenfion  of  the  facred  code, 

Thefe  means  of  information,  under  the 
direction  of  a  found  understanding  and  a 
good  heart,  at  length  will  lead  the  Student 
in  the  fcriptures  to  a  reafonable  perfuafion 
of  his  having  attained  to  the  knowledge  of 
that  one  ihnfe,  which  the  writers  intended 
their  words  and  fentences  mould  bear.  An 
inquiry  into  which,  if  in  order  of  time  it 
precedes  the  formation  of  eveiy  fyftem  or 
opinion  whatfoever,  muft  naturally  ^termi- 
nate in  a  full  comprehenfion  of  the  truths 
contained  in  the  word  of  God ;  and  if  con- 
fcientiouily  and  intrepidly  pernfted  in  by 
every  ftudent  in  the  fcriptures,  would  lead 
by  peaceful  Steps  to  that  happy  uniformity 
of  fentiment  in  all  important  points,  which 
cannot  be  effected  by  the  alluring  profpects 
of  worldly  greatnefs,    nor  impofed  by  the 

force 
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force  of  temporal  terrors  on  the  free-born 
mind  *. 

Whatever 

*  The  author  hopes,  that  it  will  not  be  efteemed 
prefumption  in  him  to  name  a  few  of  thofe  commen- 
tators and  philologifts,  who  in  his  judgment  have 
laboured  moil  fuccefsfully  in  the  elucidation  of  this 
part  of  the  holy  fcriptures. 

The  Francfort  edition  of  Le  Clerc's  tranflation  and 
emendations  of  Hammond's  notes  and  paraphrafe  on  the 
new  Teftament  is  fo  valuable,  that  it  almoft  fuperfedes 
the  ufe  of  other  commentators.  Whitby,  however, 
Grotius,  the  Fratres  Poloni,  and  Poole's  Synopfis, 
may  be  named  in  this  lift.  With  refpect  to  matters  of 
philology  and  criticifm,  the  author  is  fenfible  of  having 
found  fo  great  advantage  from  the  following  books, 
that  he  cannot  but  recommend  them  to  the  attention  of 
every  diligent  ftudent  in  the  gofpels.  Elfneri  Obfer- 
vationes  facras.  Obfervationes  facrae  Georgii  Davidis 
Kypke.  Krebfii  Obfervationes  in  novum  Teftamentum, 
e  Flavio  Jofepho.  Obfervationes  Philologico-criticae 
Eliae  Palairet.  Raphelii  Annotationes  in  facram  fcrip- 
turam;  the  notes  of  Alexander  More  and  others,  col- 
lected into  two  fmall  volumes  by  Fabricius  j  and 
Percy's  Key  to  the  new  Teftament. 

The  works  of  Lightfoot  are  indifpenfably  necefTary, 
in  order  to  acquire  an  acquaintance  with  jewifh  rites 
and  cuftoms.  The  names  of  the  moft  approved  tra- 
vellers into  the  eaftern  countries  are  well  known.  The 
Prelections  of  bifhop  Lowth  upon  the  hebrew  poetry 
mould  be  diligently  ftudied.  The  merit  of  this  per- 
formance is  fo  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  it  is  al- 

mofr 
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Whatever  texts  of  fcripture,  whatever 
obfervations  of  his  own  or  of  others,  either 
critical,  or  explanatory  of  parTages  in  the 
evangelifts,  fhall  appear  worthy  of  being 
recorded,  may  be  tranfcribed  from  the 
rough  draughts  of  the  ftudent,  into  an  in- 
terleaved teftament,  a  line  being  drawn  un- 
der a  leading  word  of  the  fentence  to  mark 
the  intention  of  a  reference. 

In  order  to  put  this  matter  in  the  cleareil 
light,  we  will  fubjoin  a  fpecimen  of  the 
Harmony,  completed  in  the  manner  here 
recommended  to  the  Student,  which  may 
ferve  as  a  model  for  his  future  labours. 

Let 

moft:  needlefs  to  inform  the  ftudent,  that  the  right  re- 
verend author  hath  evidenced  the  moft  confummate 
knowledge  of  his  fubjecl:,  united  with  uncommon 
ftrength  of  judgment,  and  happieft  elegance  of  ex- 
preffion,  in  that  celebrated  work.  The  two  volumes 
of  the  new  introduction  to  the  ftudy  and  knowledge  of 
the  new  Teftament,  published  by  the  reverend  Dr. 
Harwood,  have  raifed  an  ardent  expectation  of  a  third 
from  the  fame  ingenious  hand.  Under  this  head,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  Mr.  Harmer's  Ob- 
fervations on  divers  paffages  of  fcripture,  illuftrating 
them  by  means  of  circumftances  incidentally  men- 
tioned in  books  of  voyages  and  travels  into  the  eaft. 
2  vols.  8vo.  fecond  edit.  1776.  as  a  book  which  may 
be  perufed  with  confiderable  improvement. 
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Let  us  chufe  for  in  (lance  the  37  th  line  of 
references.  In  this  we  find  St.  Luke  to 
be  the  fole  narrator.  The  firft  care  of  the 
ftudent  then  will  be  to  read  the  2 2d,  23d, 
and  24th  verfes  of  the  fecund  chapter  of  St. 
Luke  in  the  original.  Upon  infpedtion  into 
the  folio  editions  of  Mill  and  Wetftein,  fome 
doubts  may  arife  whether  aurai/,  or  avns,  in 
verfe  22d,  be  the  more  authentic  reading; 
or  whether,  with  Bengelius,  we  lhould  not 
with  more  propriety  reject  them  both.  The 
prefent  inftance  is  not  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance,  nor  is  the  ftudent  yet  to  be  fup- 
pofed  properly  qualified  for  the  accurate  dif- 
cuflion  of  fuch  points :  but  cafes  may  occur, 
wherein  an  habitual  (kill  of  weighing  thofe 
evidences,  which  have  been  brought  in  fup- 
port  of  each  various  reading,  from  the  mere 
authority  of  manufcripts  and  verfions,  will 
be  found  to  be  an  attainment  of  no  fmall 
value. 

The  ftudent,  after  having  rendered  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  language  in  this  period,  in 
the  next  place  turns  to  the  paraphrafe  of 
Clarke.  He  diligently  compares  it  with 
the  original  and  the  engliih  tranilation; 
and,  by  the  help  of  both,  is  fufficientiy  pre- 
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pared  to  digeft  the  contents  of  thefe  tErec 
verfes,  into  one  paragraph,  drawn  up  with 
as  much  concifenefs  as  poffible,  in  his  own 
words,  and  exprefTed  in  fomewhat  of  the 
following  manner. — "  At  the  conclufion  of 
the  days  of  Mary's  feparation,  the  child 
Jefus  is  prefented  to  the  Lord,  in  the  tem- 
ple at  Jerufalem  j  at  the  fame  time  his  mo- 
ther offers  thofe  facrifices  for  her  purifica- 
tion, which  were  enjoined  by  the  law  of 
Mofes." 

This  paragraph;  together  with  its  pro- 
per reference,  is  to  be  inferted  into  the 
paper  book,  in  the  manner  before  de- 
fcribed.* 

As 

*  It  may  be  objected,  that  this  part  of  the  ftudent's 
employment  might  with  more  propriety  be  deferred, 
until  by  the  help  of  references  and  commentators  he  is 
better  able  to  inveftigate  the  fenfe  of  the  paflage  which 
he  is  now  confidering:  but  we  are  to  reflect,  that  the 
fole  end  of  the  prefent  fcheme  is  the  improvement  of 
the  fludent;  and  in  order  to  effect  this  purpofe,  he 
fliould  always  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Taylor)  carry  all 
the  light  he  can  before  him.  The  method  of  descend- 
ing from  a  general,  though  imperfect,  acquaintance 
with  the  author's  intention  in  any  writing,  to  the  ex- 
plication of  particular  words  and  phrafes,  will  often  be 

found 
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As  the  fludent  finds,  that  this  prefenta-* 
tion  and  offering  were  made  at  an  accus- 
tomed time,  from  the  exprefiion  otb  eTrXycrOy- 
vccv  on  qpsocti,  Sec.  he  confults  the  parallel 
places  in  Mill,  or  thofe  contained  in  the 
duodecimo  edition  of  Wetftein  :  from  thence 
he  is  directed  to  turn  to  the  twelfth  chapter 
of  Leviticus ;  where  he  will  find  the  time 
of  purification,  after  the  birth  of  a  male, 
to  be  at  the  clofe  of  the  three- and- thirtieth 
day  from  the  circurncifion  of  the  child,  and 
at  the  clofe  of  the  fortieth  from  the  births 
If,  therefore,  the  birth  of  Jefus  be  fixed 
for  the  twenty- fifth  of  September,  he  may 
put  down  the  third  of  November,  in  the 
fifth  column  of  the  ruled  page,  as  the  day, 
on  which  the  fads  in  queftion  were  per- 
formed. In  the  twenty- fecond  verie  of 
this  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  he  will  find  his 
authority  for  putting   down  Jerufalem    in 

f    2  the 

iound  to  be  more  eafy,  than  the  afcent  from  the  ex- 
amination of  particular  words  and  fentences  to  the  ere- 
lieral  import  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Locke's  preface  to  his 
*'  Paraphrafe  and  notes  on  fome  of  the  epiftles  of  St. 
Paul,"  which  the  author  of  thefc  papers*  again  and 
again,  recommends  as  the  moil:  fenhble  performance  ever 
written  upon  the  fubutf:  of  interpretation,  fets  this  mat- 
fcer  in  the  cleareft  light, 
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the  fixth  column,  as  the  place  of  thefe 
transactions.  The  abovementioned  chapter* 
of  Leviticus,  recording  that  commandment 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  latter  of 
thefe  inftitutions,  may  appear  worthy  of 
being  put  down  in  one  of  the  vacant  co- 
lumns :  it  is  accordingly  inferted  in  the 
fir  11:  There  now  remain  only  two  columns 
unoccupied,  viz.  the  fecond  and  the  fourth  5 
in  which  Exod.  xiii.  1  1  — 17,  and  Numbers 
xviii.  15 — 18,  fthe  firft  defcribing  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  rite  of  prefentation,  and  the  lat- 
ter confirming  or  throwing  further  light 
upon  it   may  be  noted  down. 

The  iludent  will  obferve,  that  the  tef- 
timonies  of  Tacitus^  Suetonius,  Jofephus, 
Philo,  as  well  as  the  observations  of  Light- 
foot,  may  be  referred  to  with  advantage : 
but  he  is  advifed  to  be  fparing  in  fuch  re- 
ferences, as  they  may  call  his  attention  from 
the  more  important  illiiftrations,  which  may 
be    deduced  from  the  words  of  holy  fcrip- 

ture. 

Our   next  ilep   mud:    be    to  confult    the 

commentators,  and  thofe  other  authors, 
who  may  have  contributed  their  affirmance 
towards  the  elucidation  of  the  paiTage  now 

before 
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before  us.  As  this  is  intended  only  as  a 
fpecimen,  it  is  unneceiTary  to  be  ciiffufe  in 
this  part  of  the  explication.  It  will  be  fuf- 
iicient  to  obferve,  that,  in  the  philological 
and  critical  notes  of  Palairet,  the  fludent 
will  find  fome  juft  obfervations  upon  the 
propriety  of  the  words  cx.vy\yccyov  and-ara^a^erau 
in  this  place:  that  by  the  help  of  Elfner's 
obfervations  he  will  perceive,  the  rite  of 
purification  upon  iuch  occafions  was  not  pe- 
culiar to  the  jewifti  people  :  and  that,  from 
Lightfoot,  and  Schoetgenius  in  his  HoraD 
Hebraicae  et  Talmudica?,  as  well  as  from  the 
original  inftitution  of  the  law,  he  will  be 
able  to  difcern  the  lowly  fituation  of  Jo- 
feph  and  Mary,  in  their  humble  offering; 
which  was  much  inferior  in  value,  to  what 
in  fimilar  circumftances  was  enjoined  to  the 
rich. 

The  Undent's  own  good  fenfe  will  enable 
him  to  felecfr,  from  the  numerous  tribes  of 
commentators,  fuch  obfervations  as  are  moh: 
worthy  of  being  attended  to  and  recorded; 
thefe  at  his  leifure  he  may  tranfcribe  into 
his  interleaved  Teflament,  having  previoufly 
drawn  a  line  under  the  words  to  be  corn- 

F  3  mented 


(     70     ) 

mented  upon,  as  in  the  prefcnt  inflance 
under  the  words  xaQaoia-fAiSy  avr\yayov9  and 
•sru^Tia-ett,  in  order  to  call  his  attention  to 
his  notes,  upon  a  fubfequent  reading  of  this 
paffage. 

The  method  of  procedure,  which  has 
thus  been  exemplified  in  the  37th  line  of 
references,  is  to  be  purfued  through  every 
line  of  the  annexed  harmony. 

If  in  the  line  of  references  there  be  found 
portions  of  two,  or  of  three,  or  of  all  the 
evangelifts,  as  in  the  54th  line  of  references 
(where  the  preaching  of  John  is  treated  of;) 
the  ftudent  muft  feparately  attend  to  the 
various  readings,  the  language,  and  the  pa- 
raphrafe  of  each  evangeliil,  before  he  digefts 
them  into  a  paragraph  of  his  own.  And 
here,  as  fix  columns  may  not  be  fufficient 
to  comprehend  in  one  line  all  the  paifages 
lie  would  wifh  to  have  referred  to,  together 
with  the  circumftances  of  time  and  place; 
he  may  find  room  for  fuch  additional  refer- 
ences, by  adopting  the  method  which  is  ex- 
empli lied  in  the  411!:  line  of  the  fpecimen 
of  the  completed  Harmony. 

The 
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The  author  is  not  without  his  apprehen- 
fions,  that  the  labour  neceffary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  a  comprehenfive  fcheme,  as 
is  now  recommended,  may  be  conlidered  as 
an  objection  to  his  plan.  He  traits,  how- 
ever, that  the  preceding  mode  of  ftudy  will, 
upon  experience,  be  found  to  be.  far  lefs 
irkfome,  than  the  pains  of  toiling  through 
a  lea  of  commentators,  expofitors,  fathers, 
fchoolmen,  councils ;  and  far  lefs  laborious, 
at  the  fame  time  much  more  pleaiing,  than 
the  tafk  of  acquiring  an  acquaintance  with 
the  firil  elements  of  thofe  philofophical 
ftudies,  which  our  alma  mater  hath,  with 
fo  much  wifdom,  recommended  to  the  at- 
tention of  her  fons. 

The  fruits  of  fuch  induftry,  continued 
through  the  other  parts  of  fcripture,  will 
be,  as  far  as  relates  to  all  neceffary  points, 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with,  and  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of,  our  Bible  :  a  book, 
which  contains  whatever  is  profitable  for 
doctrine,  for  infraction,  and  reproof;  and 
which,  among  its  other  epithets  and  titles 
defcriptive  of  its  worth,  may  juftly  be 
ftiled,  in  the  words  of  the  immortal  ChiU 

f    4  lingworth, 
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lingworth,     the   religion    of    Protes- 


tants. * 


The 


*  This  celebrated  affertion  of  the  renowned  Chilling- 
worth,  that  "  the  Bible,  the  Bible  only,  is  the  religion 
of  proteftants  ;"  appears  to  be  but  imperfectly  compre- 
hended,   even  in  thefe  more  enlightened  times.' 

If  indeed,  by  the  term  "religion,"  we  are  to  underftand 
a  particular  form  of  church  government,  and  mode  of 
public  worfhip  ;  we  muff  be  compelled  to  allow,  that 
the  affertion  is  by  no  means  true ;  as  no  obligatory  in- 
ftitution,  with  refpedt  to  either  of  thefe  points,  is  to  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  facrcd  code ;  which  only  con- 
tains a  general  intimation  and  advice,  that  all  things  in 
public  worfhip  be  conducted  with  decency  and  order. 

But  if  the  term  "  religion"  is  made  ufe  of  to  denote  a 
collection  of  doctrines,  and  precepts,  relating  to  the  re- 
gulation of  human  life;  the  affertion  of  Chill ingworth 
is  molt  accurately  juft:  and  though  much  has  been  faid 
upon  the  refpect  which  is  due  to  eftablifhed  opinions ;  yet 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  any  member  of  our  church 
would  have  the  confidence  to  deny  the  fupreme  authority 
of  the  fcriptures  in  all  controverfies  of  faith.  With  re- 
fpect to  opinions  of  a  religious  nature,  the  fcriptures 
mould  be  confidered,  not  merely  as  our  ultimate,  but 
as  our  only  guide;  no  human  interpretation  is  of  any 
force,  mould  it  contradict  thefe  fcriptures:  and  of  the 
iuftnefs  or  propriety  of  the  interpretation,  utterly  re* 
o-ardlefs  of  the  decifions  of  collective  bodies  of  men, 
individuals  are  unqueffionably  to  judge  for  them  felves. 
Religion,  when  we  confide  r  it  either  as  a  principle  of 
action,  or  as  a  perfuafion  of  the  truth  of  certain  doc- 
trines, 
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trines  productive  of  fuch  principle,  is  a  merely  per-! 
sonal  concern.  The  evident  and  chief  purpofe  of  the 
gofpel  is  to  hold  forth  the  promife  of  an  everlafting  life 
to  every  fincere  and  confcientious  obferver  of  its  doc- 
trines, while  it  menaces  the  future  vengeance  of  an  of- 
fended deity  againft.  every  contriver  and  perpetrator  of 
evil  ;  and  the  effect  of  thefe  motives  upon  the  minds  of 
men  will  depend,  not  upon  the  determinations  of  coun- 
cils, and  f)  nods,  but,  upon  the  degree  of  evidence  and 
importance,  with  which  the  truth  of  God  fhall  mani- 
feft  itfelf  to  the  confeience  of  the  believer. 

It  is  therefore  in  defiance  of  reafon  and  the  common, 
rights  of  mankind,  that  coercive  or  attractive  powers 
are  employed  to  produce  an  uniformity  of  fentiment  in 
matters  of  doctrine;  the  effort  itfelf  is  the  effort  of  th» 
worfl:  fpecies  of  tyranny,  and  the  general  fuccefs  evinces 
the  folly  of  the  attempt.  An  uniformity  of  profeffion 
may  perhaps  be  effected  ;  and  fuch  uniformity  would  be 
an  infallible  criterion  of  a  total  difregard  to  all  vital  re- 
ligion ;  and  an  unequivocal  token  of  the  utter  profligacy 
and  degeneracy  of  the  times.  To  the  production  of  the 
religious  principle,  the  nobleft  cbaracteriftic  of  man's 
nature,  there  is  undoubtedly  required  the  free  and  full 
exertion  of  man's  reafon  ;  and  as  a  difference  in  educa- 
tion and  courfe  of  life,  with  innumerable  other  cir- 
cumftance?,  will  naturally  produce  a  diverlity  of  opi- 
nion, with  refpect  to  any  fubject,  wherein  the  reafon 
and  the  pallions  of  our  fpecies  are  concerned  ;  fo  a  di- 
verfity  of  fentiment  may  reafonably  be  expected,  and 
may  fafely  be  tolerated,  with  refpect  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  fcripture,  among  thofe,  who  yet  may  agree  in 
fubmitting  to  the  fame  mode  of  ecclefiaftical  discipline, 
in  worfhipping  the  fame  God,  and  in  expreffing  their 
gratitude  to  him  for  the  fame  redeemer. 

If 
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If  it  be  objected,  that  were  this  freedom  of  inquiry  al- 
lowed in    its  fulleft  extent,  fuch  diverfities  of  opinion 
would  arife,  as  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  real  interefts 
of  religion,    and   occafion   difTenfions  dangerous  to  the 
ftate.     It  may,  in  anfwer,  be  obferved,  that  a  freedom, 
fimilar  to  that  contended  for  in  matters  of  religion,  has 
for  fome  time  been  allowed  with  very  great  advantage, 
in   fubjects  of  a   philofophical  kind;  and  that  a  di  ver- 
ity of  opinion  with  refpecl:  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  civil  fociety,  has  never,  even  in  the  worft  of  times, 
been  confidered   by  the  legiflature,  as  deftruclive  of  its 
fecurity.      On  the  contrary,   it  has  always  been  found 
upon  experience,  that  the  ftrength  of  reafon  and  argu- 
ment, has  at  length  borne  down  all  oppofition,  in  mat- 
ters which   are  naturally  fubject  to  their  jurifdiftion  ; 
and  that  the  force  of  laws,    affifted  by  penal  inflictions, 
lias  always  effected  the  purpofe  of  their  inftitution,  un- 
aided by   a    political   creed.     Should   the  diverfities  of 
Opinion  become    more    numerous    (which    perhaps    is 
fcarcely  pofiible)  in  confequence  of  a  complete  tolera- 
tion, and  an  utter  abolition  of  the  antichriftian  practice 
of  fubfcription,   it  would   not  from  thence  neceffarily 
follow,  that  the  fum  total  of  real  diffenfions  and  animo- 
fities  would  be  therefore  increafed,  as  a  diverfity  of  opi- 
nion proceeds  from  the  natural,  or  fuperinduced  diver- 
fity of  men's  minds,  while  our  religious  difTenfions  are 
to   be   rather   accounted    for   from   thofe  emoluments, 
which  are  annexed   to   fome  opinions  in  preference  to 
others,  without  any  real  ground  or  fubftantial  reafon  for 
fuch  preference.     Convinced  perhaps  by  an  experiment 
fairly  tried,  that  an  intire  uniformity  of  fentiment  can 
never  be  effected,  mankind  would  learn  to  be  more  can- 
did and   temperate  in  their  religious  difquifitions ;  and 
the  athanafian,   the  arian,  and  the  focinian,  united  by 

an 
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pn  approbation  of  the  fame  form  of  ecclefiaftical  difcl- 
pline,  might  wave  the  infertion  of  their  difcriminating 
opinions  into  the  forms  of  public  worfhip  ;  and  confent, 
however  divided  in  points  comparatively  of  fmall  im- 
portance, to  meet  together  in  the  houfe  of  God  as 
friends.  And  furely,  if  they  are  united  in  a  belief  of 
the  fame  redeemer;  are  guilty  of  no  real  offence  againft 
the  civil  inftitution6  of  their  country;  if  their  charac- 
ters are  marked  by  a  juft  and  honourable  deportment, 
they  are  equally  intitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  a  proteftant  eftablifhment ;  ought  equally  to 
be  refpecled  by  mankind  for  their  focial  virtues ;  and, 
if  truly  pious,  fhould  be  reputed  alfo  equally  beloved 
by  their  God. 

Nor  is  there  any  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive,  that, 
were  a  complete  toleration  allowed,  or  an  equal  encou- 
ragement indifferently  afforded  to  every  religious  opi- 
nion, which  is  formed  upon  a  private  interpretation  of 
fcripture,  the  purity  or  fimplicitly  of  the  chriftian  faith 
would  fuffer  from  fo  generous  an  indulgence.  "  In  fuch 
circumftances  we  might  reft  allured,  (to  ufe  the  expref- 
five  language  of  Dr.  Hallifax's  very  able  and  ingenious 
correfpondent)  that  right  reafon  would  ultimately  pre- 
vail ;  that  one  truth  like  one  sun,  however  it  mio-ht 
for  a  time  be  forced  to  combat  with  clouds  and  tempefts, 
would  at  laft  break  forth,  difpel  the  darknefs  of  fo- 
phiftry  and  error,  and  diffufe  an  irrefiftible  luftre,  and 
happy  ferenity  over  the  whole  chriftian  world.*" 

[*  See  ■«  A  letter  to  Dr.  Hallifax,  upon  the  fubjeftofhis 
three  difcourfes  preached  before  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
occasioned  by  an  attempt  to  abolifh  fubfcription  to  the  xxxix 
articles."  the  fecond  edition,  1772,  p.  32.  ] 
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In  the  following  fcheme  of  Harmony, 
the  figures  i — 5  in  the  firft  line  of  reference 
imply,  that  the  ftudent  is  to  read  from  the 
beginning  of  the  firft  verfe  of  the  firft  chap- 
ter of  St.  Luke,  to  the  beginning  of  the 
fifth  verfe  in  the  fame  chapter ;  or  in  other 
words,  from  the  firft  verfe  inclufive  to  the 
fifth  verfe  excluhve.  The  8th  line  of  refer- 
ence points  out  to  him,  that  he  is  to  read 
from  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  verfe  to  the 
beginning  of  the  eighth  :  and  fo  on  for  the 
reft.  The  reference  marked  by  III  23 — , 
denotes,  that  he  is  to  read  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  23d  verfe  of  the  third  chapter 
of  St.  Luke,  to  the  end  of  that  chapter.  It 
will  fometimes  happen  that  the  fame  verfe  is 
quoted  more  than  once, — fuch  reference  de- 
notes, that  the  verfe  in  queftion  contains 
doctrines  or  tran factions,  which  are  the  fub- 
jedt  of  feparate  verfes  in  the  other  evange- 
lifts  j  or  fuch  a  diverfity  of  matter,  as  may 
not  unprofitably  be  dilated  into  feparate  pa- 
ragraphs, although  there  mould  be  but  one 
narrator  of-  fuch  facts  or  doctrines. 


The 
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The  manner  in  which  the  preceding 
Harmony  is  to  be  made  ufe  of,  has  already 
been  explained;  particularly  in  the  30th 
and  64th  pages  of  this  volume.  In  the  latter 
place,  St.  Luke  is  the  fole  narrator;  and  in 
the  former,  the  paragraph  is  to  be  con  limit- 
ed from  the  relations  of  all  the  four  evan- 
gelifts,  who,  with  foine .  variety  of  circum- 
stances and  expreffiori,  have  agreed  in  re- 
cording the  fame  tranfaclion. 

When  the  portions  of  fcripture  referred 
to  confiit  intirely  of  hilorical  matter,  the 
paragraph  drawn  up  by  the  ftudent  may  be 
full  and  circumilantial,  and  at  the  fame 
time  comprerTed  into  a  narrow  compafs : 
thofe  portions,  which  are  more  of  the  doc- 
trinal kind,  necerTarily  require  a  little  dila- 
tation ;  efpecially,  where  the  points  of  doc- 
trine are  declared  in  figurative  terms.  In 
fuch  cafes  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  the 
form  of  paraphrafe,  in  order  that  the  mean- 
ing of  the  facred  writer  may  be  placed  in 
its  proper  point  of  view.  This  part  of  the 
(tudent's  employment  will  efpecially  require 
frequent  references  to  parallel  places,  and 
therefore,    at  firit,   may  appear  irkfome ;    a 

little 
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little  practice  however  will  render  it  amuf- 
ing,  as  well  as  inftructive. 

The  ftudent  is  advifed  to  be  particularly 
careful,  that  he  does  not  adopt  the  expref- 
fions  of  thofe  authors,  whom  he  may  be 
obliged  occalionally  to  confult.  The  great 
end  and  aim  of  the  exercife  here  recommend- 
ed, is  to  imprint  upon  the  mind  fuch  an 
idea  of  the  actions  and  difcourfes  of  our  re- 
deemer, and  of  their  moft  material  conco- 
mitant circumfrances,  as  may  enable  the 
ftudent,  from  a  confideration  of  the  particu- 
larities of  time,  place,  and  occafion,  to  form 
a  juft  and  accurate  conception  of  all  the  gof- 
pel  doctrines ;  a  knowledge  which  cannot 
be  attained,  unlefs  the  ftudent,  deviating  from 
the  manner  of  expreffion  which  he  meets 
with  in  the  fcripture,  or  in  the  commenta- 
tors upon  it,  conflruds  his  paragraphs  ac- 
cording to  forms  of  expreftion  conceived  by 
himfelf. 

Six  of  the  ftrft  fourteen  lines  of  references 
in  the  preceding  tables,  are  inftances  wherein 
the  paraphraftical  method  mud  be  adopted: 
the  following  is  a  fpecimen  of  the  propofed 
manner  of  execution,   in    the  doctrinal    as 

well 
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well  as  historical  parts  of  the  gofpels.  The 
ftudent  will  obferve,  that  the  interpretation 
which  is  given  to  the  portions  of  St.  John, 
differs  from  the  fenfe  which  has  ufually  been 
afcribed  to  thofe  celebrated  verfes.  The 
lecturer,  by  virtue  of  being  a  protectant,  has 
a  right  to  give  that  fenfe,  which  appears  to 
him  mod:  jure :  the  ftudent  has  an  equal 
right  of  adopting  that  interpretation,  which 
appears  to  him  mod  expreflive  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  facred  text.  The  following  ex- 
emplification is  intended  only  as  a  model 
for  his  future  fludies  ;  which  he  may  fafely 
imitate,  without  paying  any  further  refpect 
to  the  interpretation  here  offered,  than  in  his 
opinion  it  deferves. 
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LETTERS,       &c. 


TO ,  ESQ. 

MEMBER    OF   PARLIAMENT 
FOR    THE    COUNTY    OF 


LETTER       I. 

S    I    R, 

I  have  no  occauon  to  inform  you  that 
a  petition  of  the  clergy,  &c.  in  all  proba- 
bility will,  in  a  fhort  time,  be  fubmitted  to 
you,  as  a  member  of  the  legiflature.  You 
have  already  coniidered  the  fubje<5t  with 
fome  degree  of  attention.  You  have  urged 
objections  both  to  the  fubject  matter,  and 
mode  of  application,  which  are  deferving 
of  a  reply;  and  I  mall  think  mvfelf  happy, 
if  the  anfwers  which  I  give  you  in  all  fim- 
plicity  and  plainnefs,  mail  lerTen  the  weight 
of  thofe  prejudices  you  feem  to  have  con- 
ceived both  againft  the  petitioners  and  their 
caufe. 

Upon 


(     i4°     ) 

Upon  the  firft  mention  of  the  intended 
application,  you  exclaimed,  '  What  have 
we  to  do,  as  laymen,  with  the  affairs  of  the 
church  ?  our  prelates  have  made  thefe  mat- 
ters the  ftudy  of  their  lives,  and  you  have  a 
iegiflation  and  canons  of  your  own;  even 
with  refpecl:  to  lay  concerns,  we  intermeddle 
not  in  cafes  which  may  be  decided  by  the 
courts  below ;  we  are  incompetent  to  the 
queition;  go  to  convocation,  and  to  your 
bifhops,  for  redrefs.'  And  is  it  thus,  Sir,  as 
if  our  controverfy  were  nothing  more  than 
a  queftion  of  words  and  of  names,  that  you 
intend  to  drive  us  from  the  judgment-feat? 
We  will  not  go  up  to  Jerufalem  to  be 
judged;  we  now  Hand  at  the  proper  tribu- 
nal; and  Caefar  himfelf  mall  in  due  time 
be  called  upon  to  join  in  delivering  us  from 
that  unworthy  yoke  of  bondage,  under  which 
we  fo  long  have  groaned  *. 

Permit 

*  It  has  been  objected  to  the  fcheme  of  the  petiti- 
oners, that  the  relief  they  feek  is  requefted  from  an  im- 
proper jurifdi&ion;  and  defigns,  which  it  is  impoflible 
they  could  ever  think  of  accompliihing,  have  been  in- 
jurioufly  imputed  to  them  by  their  adverfaries  in  this 

debate 


(     Hi     ) 

jpermit  me,  Sir,  to  remind  you,  that  the 
moderate  clergy  of  thefe  times  lay  claim 
to  no  higher  authority  than  what  is  derived 

to 

debate.  The  queftion  is  gravely  put, — where  will  this 
rage  of  innovation  end?  I  anfwer  only  for  myfelf,  yet 
I  truft  that  I  fnall  exprefs  the  fentiments  of  many  learn- 
ed and  worthy  perfons  in  this  nation. 

An  ex  anlmo  fubfcnption  to  the  truth  of  fyftematical 
articles  of  religion,  exprefied  in  unfcriptural  terms,  and 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  intire  conformity  of  a  fet  of 
obfcure  metaphyseal  propoiitions,  to  the  plain  and 
fimple  doctrine  of  the  gofpel,  have  long  appeared 
o-rievous  to  individuals,  injurious  to  the  caufe  of  true 
religion,  and  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  our  excel- 
lent conftitution  both  in  church  and  flate. 

In  an  age  diiTipated  as  the  prefent,  nothing  appears 
fo  likely  to  reftore  the  moral  and  religious  principle,  as 
an  affecting  and  unexceptionable  form  of  public  wor- 
ihip-,  but  in  order  to  effect  this  purpofe,  the  prefent 
liturgy  muft  be  revifed:  the  forms  of  ordination  alfo 
require  fome  amendment. 

I  aflert  not  thefe  things  upon  my  own  authority;  nor 
will  I  attempt  to  prove  my  point  from  the  writings  of 
thofe  who  have  been  injurioufly  reprefented  as  the  ene- 
mies of  our  eftablifhment.  I  am  content  to  reft  the 
proof  with  refpecl  to  the  matter  of  fact,  and  the  mea- 
fure  of  the  propofed  alterations,  upon  the  teftimony  of 
thofe  generous  friends  to  religious  liberty  and  virtue, 
who,  in  various  periods  of  our  conftitution,  have  adorn- 
ed the  engliih  church. 

Let 


(      142      ) 

to  them  from  the  civil  magiftrate  and  the 
laws  of  this  realm.  They  are  itiled  indeed, 
not  unfrequently,  the  miniiters  of  Chrift; 

and 


Let  all  fubfcription  to  human  formularies  of  faith 
and  do^rine  be  utterly  abolifhed. 

Let  the  ordinals  and  forms  of  public  worfhip  par- 
take of  the  improvement  of  the  times.  Here  I  would 
fix  my  foot;  and  were  thefe  things  granted,  I  would 
refolutely  oppofe  any  further  alteration  in  the  church. 

Let  us  now  inquire  concerning  the  mode  of  conducl- 
ing  alterations  apparently  fo  important  to  the  interefts 
of  the  community  and  the  authority  by  which  they 
rauft  be  effected.  The  abolition  of  fubferiptions,  and 
the  revifal  of  the  liturgy,  cannot  with  propriety  be 
produced  by  the  fame  jurifdicfion,  and  at  the  fame 
time. 

Subscription  to  human  formularies  is  required  from 
many  orders  of  the  laity,  as  well  as  from  the  clergy. 
An  a<£t.  of  parliament  therefore  can  alone  effect  an  ade- 
quate relief. 

The  meafure  for  obtaining  fuch  relief,  fhould  origi- 
nate in  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  the  temporalities  of 
the  fubjecf.  are  concerned.  Were  the  petitioners  to  in- 
treat  a  revifal  of  the  articles,  the  whole  might  be  re- 
ferred to  convocation;  but  as  a  repeal  of  the  laws  in- 
joining  fubfcription  to  them  is  requciied,  the  truth,  or 
the  congruity  of  them  with  fcripture,  does  not  come 

into  the  debate; the  expediency  of  an  ex  ammo  affent 

to  them,  in  a  protefbnt  country,  is  the  only  fubjec"t  of 

difpute^ 


(     H3     ) 

and  they  juftly  are  efleemed  fo,  becaufe  their 
office  obliges  them  to  be  occupied  in  the 
goipel  of  Chriit.     But  with  refpect  to  their 

appoint- 

difputej  and  of  this  an  houfe  of  commons  may  and 
ought  to  judge,  without  requefting  any  afliflance  from 
the  church.  A  petition  to  the  king  for  an  abolition  of 
fubfcription  would  be  equally  abfurd;  I  mould  as  foon 
expedr,  to  hear,  from  fenfible  men,  of  a  petition  to  the 
king  for  a  diminution  of  the  land  tax.  Let  us  fuppofe, 
then,  that,  through  the  integrity  and  fpirit  of  the  com- 
mons, the  wifdom  of  the  lords,  the  humanity  and  the 
piety  of  the  king,  the  petitioners  are  relieved  from  the 
neceflity  of  fubicribing  their  unfeigned  aflent  to  any 
humanly-devifed  formularies  of  faith. 

A  little  reflection  will  fhew,  that  this  relief  would  be 
final  with  refpecl  to  one  point,  but  as  a  preparatory  ftep 
only  to  the  completion  of  an  intire  reformation ;  the 
liturgy  would  ftill  be  read  in  our  churches  unimproved, 
under  the  penalties  eftablifhed  by  law. 

In  order  to  efFecl:  a  complete  reformation,  therefore, 
a  revifal  of  the  liturgy  muft  follow  in  due  time;  but  a 
queflion  arifes  concerning  the  nature  of  the  applica- 
tion. I  will  not  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  decide  with 
refpect  to  the  part  the  houfe  of  commons,  or  the  houfe 
of  lords,  might,  upon  a  proper  reprefentation,  take  in 
the  affair.  Moft  affuredly  the  houfes  of  convocation 
mould  not  be  confulted  :  the  formal  propofal  for  a  re- 
vifal muft  originate  with  the  king;  or,  if  this  mould  be 
thought  improper,  a  dutiful  petition  from  the  bifhops 
and  clergy,  or  either  houfe  of  parliament,  may  hereafter 

be 


(     144     ) 

appointment,  and  the  prefcribed  rules  of 
'their  conduct,  they  are  the  minifters  of  the 
ftate.  The  repreientatives  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  united  with  the  other  two 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  have  given  their 
fanclion  to  chriftianity  as  the  eftablifhed 
religion  of  this  land.  As  a  member  of  a 
proteflant  community,  every  englifhman 
maintains  the  authority  and  iufficiency  of 
the  holy  fcriptures  in  all  points  neceffary  to 
falvation;  and  by  a  charter  derived  from  the 

God 

be  prefented  to  his  majcfty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  ap- 
point a  commiffion  ofbifhops,  and  other  learned  perfons, 
both  of  the  laity  and  clergy,  to  revife  the  ordinals  and 
eftablifhed  forms  of  public  worfhip.  They  fhould  enter 
upon  their  talk  with  all  proper  afliftances;  and  when 
completed,  fhould  fubmit  the  liturgy  thus  revifed,  to  the 
legiflature  of  the  nation,  who  fhould  eftabiifh  the  ufe 
of  it  in  our  churches,  in  that  manner  which  feems  to 
them  expedient.  The  plan  of  reformation  would  be 
then  completed. 

But  the  requeft.  of  the  pre  fen  t  petitioners  reaches  only 
to  the  repeal  of  thofe  laws  which  injoin  fubfeription  to 
humanly-devifed  formularies  of  faith;  and  the  propriety 
of  fuch  requeft  fhould  be  fubmittcd  to  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  who,  exciufively  of  all  others,  are 
the  proper  perfons  to  apply  to,  in  a  cafe  which  fo  im- 
mediately affe&s  the  temporalities  of  the  fubject. 
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God  of  reafon  and  the  gofpel;   a  charter, 
which,  as  it  interferes  not  with  any  tempo- 
ral jurifdiction,   cannot  juftly  be  controuled 
by  human  authority;  he  claims  the  unali- 
enable privilege  of  interpreting  thofe  fcrip- 
tures  for  himfelf.     In  thefe  circumftances, 
and  with  thefe  privileges,  a  fubject  of  the 
crown  of  England  becomes  alicenfed  teacher 
of  the  gofpel.     He  is  qualified  for  his  office 
according    to    forms,    which    derive    their 
whole  validity  from  the  laws.     At  the  time 
of  this  legal  ordination  he  folemnly  declares, 
that  "  he  is  perfuaded  that  the  holy  fcrip- 
"  tures  contain  fufficiently  all  doctrine  re- 
"  quired  of  necem  ty  for  eternal  falvation, 
*'  through  Jefus  Chrift  ;    that  he  is  deter- 
"  mined  out  of  the  fame  fcriptures  to  in- 
*c  ftrudl  the  people  committed  to  his  charge, 
"  and  to  teach  nothing  as  required  of  ne- 
"  ceflity  to  eternal  falvation,  but  that  which 
"  he  fhall  be  perfuaded  may  be  concluded 
"  and  proved  by  the  fcripture:"  an  engage- 
ment   which    certainly  allows   him  to  in- 
terpret thofe  fcriptures  as  right  reafon,   the 
analogy  of  faith,  and  found  criticifm,  mail 
dired ;    an    engagement,    which,    far  from 
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binding  him  to  one  uniform  fyfcem  of 
opinions  obligatory  through  life,  lays  him 
under  the  necelhty,  not  only  of  changing, 
but  of  avowing  the  alteration  of  his  opi- 
nion, with  refpect  to  the  fenfe'  of  fcripture, 
as  often  as  better  knowledge  and  maturer 
consideration  mail  fugged.  But  the  exer- 
cife  of  this  natural  liberty  of  man,  of  this 
glorious  liberty  of  the  chriflian,  of  this 
reafonable  liberty  of  the  protectant  teacher 
in  an  englifh  church,  is  eventually  annihi- 
lated by  an  obligation,  intirely  inconiiftent 
with  the  preceding  declaration  j  an  obliga- 
tion wherein  he  ex  ANiMo  declares,  and 
by  his  fubfeription  acknowledges  certain 
interpretations  of  thefe  fcriptures,  certain 
fyftematical  articles  and  confemons  of  faith 
and  doctrine,  though  confeiTedly  of  unin- 
fpircd  original,  to  be,  all  and  every  of 
them,    agreeable  to  the  word  of  God. 

I  will  only,  Sir,  requefr  you  for  a  mo- 
ment to  reflect,  whether  a  perfon  who  is 
laid  under  the  latter  obligation,  and  necef- 
li:a>;  d  to  conform  to  it  by  the  additional 
weight  of  penal  inflictions,  can  poffibly  ful- 
r  ifalemn  engagement,  whereby 

he 
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lie  promifes  to  preach  nothing  but  what  he 
himfelf  (hall  be  perfuaded  may  be  proved 
by  the  fcripture  ?  Or  whether  it  is  proba- 
ble that  fuch  miniiler  will  be  diligent  to 
ftudy.  God's  word,  or  employ  his  natural 
powers  and  acquired  knowledge  in  the  in- 
yeftigation  of  God's  will  as  therein  revealed, 
who  is  prohibited  from  interpreting  God's 
word,  or  declaring  God's  will,  otherwife 
than  is  fet  down  in  a  prefcribed  formulary, 
in  which  the  law  will  not  endure  the  leafl 
variation  or  diverli ty  of  judgment  ? 

This  inccnfiftency  in  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, is  the  private  grievance  of  many  indi- 
viduals ;  is  the  public  reproach  of  a  pro- 
tectant ftate.  This  is  an  inconfiflency  which 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  can  remove, 
both  as  poiTeffing  a  jurifdiclion  paramount 
to  all  other  jurifdiclions,  and  as  having  it{e\£ 
been  over-perfuaded  to  lend  its  fanclion  to 
the  grievance  of  which  the  petitioners  com- 
plain. The  interference  of  all  other  jurif- 
diclions would  be  impertinent;  and  the  at- 
tempt of  high  churchmen  to  arrogate  to 
themfelves  the  authority  of  judging  and  de- 
ciding in  this  quefiion*  would  fubjecl:  them 
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to  the  imputation  of  having  deferved  a  cen«* 
lure,  if  poffible,  more  fevere  than  that  to 
which  too  many  of  them  have  manifeiled  an 
inclination  of  fubjecting  thofe  of  their  bre- 
thren, who,  by  waving  an  application  to 
their  fuperiors  in  the  church,  have  mewed, 
that  they  think  not  fo  prefumptuoufly  of  the 
powers  annexed  to  their  calling. 

I  mall  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  von 
with  my  further  thoughts  upon  this  iubjecr, 
in  fome  future  letters ;  in  which  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  mew,  by  additional  arguments, 
that  the  grievances  in  queftion  are,  in  rtricl: 
propriety,  within  the  cognizance  of  a  britifh 
parliament;  that  they  are  worthy  objects  of 
parliamentary  inquiry  and  redrefs;  that  the 
impofition  of  any  articles  of  faith,  as  ex- 
planatory of  the  fcriptures,  amounts  to  a 
folemn  renunciation  of  the  fufficiency  of 
thofe  fcriptures;  that  fuch  practice  murt  ne- 
ceh^irily  be  attended  with  a  large  portion  of 
the  intolerant  fpirit,  the  moil  odious  conce- 
rn tant  of  popim  fuperftitionj  and  that  the 
ratification  of  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the 
engliih  church,  by  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment,  virtually  amounts,  with  refpeel:  to 
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points  of  doctrine  of  high  concernment  to 
the  interefts  of  the  community,  to  an 
authoritative  renunciation  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  themfelves. 


LETTER       II. 

SIR,, 

Having,  in  my  former  letter,  endea- 
voured to  remove  fome  of  thofe  prejudices 
againfr.  that  mode  of  application  which  the 
clerical  petitioners  have  adopted,  I  fhall 
beg  your  permifilon,  in  this,  to  point  out 
to  your  obfervation  fome  of  thofe  circum- 
stances which  render  the  quefHon  of  fub- 
fcription  interefting  to  the  public,  and 
therefore  highly  worthy  of  a  parliamentary 
difcuffion. 

In  order  to  do  this  in  a  manner  the  leaffc 
liable  to  fubfequent  objections,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  afcend  to  fome  of  the  firft.  and 
leading  principles  of  the  focial  compact. 

I  mud  own,  I  am  not  naturally  inclined 
to  encourage  any  great  partiality  in  favour 
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of  the  bifhop  of  Gloucefter  ;  *  yet  it  cannot 
be  denied,  but  that  he  has  (hewn,  in  a  very 
mafterly  manner,  the  necefiity  of  a  religious 
principle,  in  order  to  inforce  the  obfer- 
vance  of  the  duties  of  imperfect  obligation. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  private  fen- 
timents  of  ftatefmen  ;  however  contradic- 
tory to  each  other  may  have  been  their 
tenets;  however  fceptical  in  their  princi- 
ples; however  profligate  in  their  practice; 
they  are  united  in  believing,  that  a  general 
perfuafion  in  the  people  of  the  reality  of  an 
over  ruling  providence,  and  of  a  future 
flate  of  retribution,  together  with  an  efla- 
blifhment  providing  for' the  inculcating  thcfe 
upon  the  fubjec~t,  are  effentially  neceflary 
to  the  very  exigence  as  well  as  to  the  prof- 
perky  of  a  (late. 

If  fome thing  like  this  be  not  the  cafe,  it 
is  farely  a  very  culpable  profuiion  of  the 
public  trcafure,  that  his  grace  of  Canter- 
bury and  my  lord  of  Durham,  (hould  receive 
annually  their  ten  thoufands  for  counte- 
nancing religion,  and  perhaps  ten  thoufand 
others  each  their  fifties,  for  preaching  it. 

Taking 
[  *  Dr,  Warburton.  ] 
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Taking  this  fad:  then  for  granted,  and 
the  reafonablenefs  of  it  being  allowed,  that 
jfome  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  pounds  are 
annually  expended  for  the  purpofe  of  gene- 
rating, inculcating,  and  iupporting  the  reli- 
gious principle,  a  que' ;  ion  ariies, — whether 
the  eUabiiihrnent,  as  now  circumftanced, 
fully  anfwers  that  end  ? 

But  in  order  to  judge  upon  this  fubjeel: 
with  more  precifion,  let  us  feign  to  our- 
felves  an,  Utopian  eftablifhment  of  religion; 
an  eftabliihment  which  mall  be  affirting:  to 
the  honed  views  of  the  magiftrate,  confola- 
tory  to  the  individual,  and  friendly  to  the 
general  intereft  of  mankind. 

For  inftance,  let  us  fuppofe,  that  in  one 
happy  kingdom  of  the  earth,  Christi- 
anity, as  contained  in  the  fcripture,  with- 
out the  addition  of  any  human  articles  or 
formularies  of  faith,  mould  be  the  efta- 
blimed  religion  of  the  land. 

A  perfon  who  is  a  fubjedt  in  fuch  a  king- 
dom, may  be  undcrftood  to  be  always  wil- 
ling to  declare  the  furriciency  of  the  fcrip- 
tures;  that  they  are  "  profitable  for  doc- 
trine,   for  reproof,    for  correction,    for  in- 
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itruction  in  righteoufnefs."  He  may  fur- 
ther be  understood  to  believe,  that  "  God  in 
the  beginning  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth;"  that  "he  dwelleth  not  in  temples 
made  with  hands/'  that  "  he  is  the  bleifed 
and  only  potentate,  the  king  of  kings,  and 
lord  of  lords  j"  that  "  he  giveth  to  all  life 
and  breath,  and  all  things;"  that  "  he 
caufeth  the  grafs  to  grow  for  the  cattle,  and 
herb  for  the  fervice  of  man;"  that  "  the. 
eyes  of  all  wait  upon  him,  that  he  may  give 
them  their  meat  in  due  feafon;  when  he 
openetli  his  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good ^ 
when  lie  hideth  his  face,  they  are  trou- 
bled  j  when  he  tal^eth  away  their  breath, 
they  die,  and  are  turned  again  to  their- 
dull." 

A  member  of  fuch  an  ideal  eftablifnment 
may  be  underflood  to  profefs,  that  "  to  him 
there  is  but  one  God,  and  one  mediator  be- 
tween God  and  man,  the  man  Chriit.  Jefus, 
who  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all." 

He  will  agree  with  St.  Paul,  that  <f  the 
wages  of  fin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life,  through  Jefus  Chriil  our  Lord." 

A  member  of  fuch  an  eftabiiihment  may 
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be  alfo  underftood  to  profefs  it  to  be  his 
real  perfuaiion  and  belief,  that  there  is  a 
day  appointed,  in  which  "  God  will  judge 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained;  whereof  he  hath 
given  affurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he 
hath  railed  him  from  the  dead." 

A  perfon  who  acknowledged  himfelf  to 
be  a  member  of  fuch  an  eftablimment, 
would  be  a  good  fubjed:,  if  he  acted  agree- 
ably to  his  profeilions.  He  would  be  "  fub- 
jed: to  principalities  and  powers  -,  he  would 
obey  magistrates,  and  be  ready  to  do  every 
good  work."  He  would  be  a  practifer  of 
every  focial  virtue,  a  friend  to  the  mofl 
lafting  interefls  of  all  mankind;  as  he  pro- 
fefTes,  that  "  all  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  one 
word,  thou  malt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyfelf." 

But  in  order  to  be  qualified  as  a  licenfed 
teacher  under  fuch  an  eftablifhment,  more 
may  very  reafonably  be  expected.  The 
changing  circumftances,  and  flate  of  party 
in  a  nation,  may  require  flill  further  fecu- 
rities.     Let  us  inquire  what  in  reafon  they 
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Such  licenfed  teacher  might  enter   into 
the   following  engagement  with   the  flate, 
provided    the  flate  authorifes  and  fupports 
,  his  million. 

i.  He  might  fir  ft  make  the  declaration 
contained  in  my  preceding  letter,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  perfon  or  perlbns  who  are 
appointed  by  the  civil  power  to  ordain  him. 

2.  He  might  further  declare  in  the  words 
of  the  protectant  oath,  appointed  to  be  taken 
b  the  fellows  of  moft  colleges  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  "  I  A.  B.  do  pro- 
mife  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  I  will 
heartily  and  fterifaftly  adhere  to  the  true  re- 
ligion of  Chrift,  and  prefer  the  authority 
of  holy  fcripture  before  the  opinions  of 
men;  that  I  will  make  the  word  of  God 
the  rule  of  my  faith  and  practice,  and  look 
upon  other  things  which  are  not  proved  out 
of  the  word  of  God  as  human  only  ;  that  I 
will  readily,  with  all  my  power,  oppofe  doc- 
trines contrary  to  the  word  of  God;  that 
in  matters  of  religion  I  will  prefer  truth  be- 
fore cuftom,  what  is  written  before  what 
is  not  written," 

3.  He 
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3.  He  m'ght  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  perfon  of  the  king. 

4.  He  might  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy, 
wherein  he  renounces  all  foreign  jurifdic- 
tion. 

5.  He  might  take  an  oath  againit  iimony 
in  the  prefcnce  of  the  ordinary. 

6.  He  might  take  an  oath  of  canonical 
obedience  to  his  ordinary. 

7.  He  might  make  a  folemn  renuncia- 
tion of  the  leading  and  effential  tenets  of 
poperv,  according  to  the  form  of -declara- 
tion required  of  every  member  of  parlia- 
ment, before  he  is  permitted  to  take  his  feat 
in  either  houie,   and  for  the  frnie  reafons. 

8.  Penal  inflictions  might  be  incurred, 
in  cafe  of  a  failure  in  reading  the  liturgy  as 
eftablimed  by  law. 

A  licenfed  teacher  profeiling  fuch  reli- 
gion, declaring  fuch  refolutions,  and  un- 
der fuch  obligations,  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, fulfil  the  purpofe  of  the  ftate  in  his 
appointment. 

If  thefe  oaths  and  declarations  would  not 
bind  him  to  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  be  a  fufficient  fecurity 
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to  the  ftate,  it  is  impoflible  that  any  can  be 
conceived  by  the  wit  of  man,  which  will 
aniwer  thefe  purpofes. 

Let  the  offices  of  ordination  and  Burn's 
Eccleliaflical  law  be  cunfulted  under  the 
heads  "  Benefice,"  "  Oaths,"  "  Ordination" 
and  "  Public  VVormip  j"  and  it  will  be 
found,  that  all  thele  iecurities,  except  the 
proteftant  oath  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  the  30th  of  Charles  the  fecond,  are 
already  required  of  every  perlon  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  benefice  in  the  engliih  church. 

Let  me  then,  Sir,  recommend  to  your 
ferious  confideration,  till  you  hear  from  me 
again,  the  following  query,  with  its  an- 
fwer: — what  is  wanted  to  realize  the  pre- 
ceding Utopian  eftablifhment  in  our  coun- 
try? 

Anf.  Little  more  than  the  repealing  one 
chapter  of  the  13th  of  Elizabeth,  and  a 
few  claufes  of  the  laft  ad  of  uniformity; 
the  reafons  for  promulging  which  are  now 
happily  no  more. 

In  a  future  letter,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
fhew,  among  other  matters,  that  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  flatutes   injoining  fubfcrip- 
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tions,  not  only  defeat  the  good  purpofes  to 
be  expected  from  all  the  other  cuftoms  and 
flatutes  relating  to  this  fubjecT: — not  only 
render  that  ecclefiaftical  corporation,  which 
is  called,  though  improperly,  the  church, 
an  unneceffary  burden,  inftead  of  an  ufeful 
fervant  of  the  flate;  but  have  alfo  contri- 
buted to  the  growth  of  atheifm,  irreiigion, 
and  profanenefs;  and,  if  not  quickly  repeal- 
ed, will,  in  all  human  probability,  utterly 
annihilate  the  fmall  remainder  of  true  reli-* 
gion  and  virtue  in  our  land. 


LETTER      III. 

SIR, 

In  my  firft  letter  to  you  upon  the  fub- 
jecT: of  fubfcriptions,  I  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince you,  that  a  requilition  of  them  to 
fyftematical  confemons  of  faith  and  doc- 
trine, reduces  to  a  frate  of  inefficiency  that 
more  important  and  really  ufeful  engage- 
ment of  the  chriflian  minifter,  which  binds 
him  to  the  preaching  of  whatever  he  him- 
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felf  mall  be  perfuaded  may  be  concluded 
and  proved  from  the  words  of  holy  writ. 

In  my  fecond,  after  demonftrating  the 
necefiky  of  a  legal  eilablimment  for  the 
purpofe  of  inculcating  the  religious  princi- 
ple upon  the  mind  of  every  member  of  the 
community,  I  endeavoured  to  fatistfy  you, 
that  the  functions  which  would  remain, 
after  the  laws  relating  to  fubfeription  were 
repealed,  would  be  abundantly  fufficient  for 
that  falutary  purpofe — would  effectually 
guard  againil  all  opinions  and  practices  that 
might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  fiate. 

In  this,  I  mail  beg  your  attention  to  a 
few  obfervations  upon  the  incenfiftency  of 
our  churchmen,  in  maintaining  the  fuffici- 
ency  of  the  fcriptures,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  plead  for  an  edablifhed  interpretation 
of  them.  In  the  difcuMion  of  this  argument, 
I  mail  confider  you  as  not  unacquainted 
with  thofe  leading  principles  of  proteftan- 
tifm,  uDon  which  we  afreet:  to  iuflifv  our 
feparation  from  the  church  of  Rome;  and, 
as  a  member  of  the  britifh  fenate,  mall  fup- 
pofe  you  to  be  well  verfed  in  thofe  political 
reafons  which  were  affigned  for  difclaiming 
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her  juriflliction;  reafons  which  clearly  evi- 
denced   her    exercife    of  dominion    in   our 
land  to  be  incompatible  with   the  rights  of 
our  imperial  crown. 

But  in  clearing  this  matter,  we  mult 
make  fome  previous  obfervations  upon  the 
papal  authority,  which  has  too  often,  I 
think,  been  confidered  in  an  improper  point 
of  view. 

The  diilinct  ideas  of  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral jurifdiction  were  adopted  long  before 
the  elevation  of  the  roman  pontiff  to  an  ill- 
grounded  pre-eminence  among  his  brethren. 
For  fome  hundred  years  before  that  me- 
morable event,  the  authority  claimed  by  the 
church  was  equal,  if  not,  in  fome  points, 
fuperior,  to  what  the  pope  exercifed  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  power,  and  may  be,  in  part, 
accounted  for  in  the  following  manner : 

The  perfecutions  which  chriflianity  en- 
dured in  the  fecond  and  third  centuries, 
many  of  which  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
ambitious  claims  and  practices  of  its  pre- 
lates, compelled  its  profeffors  to  form  a 
fociety  in  oppoiition  to  the  ftate.  The  re- 
gulations of  this  fociety,  with  refpect  to  its 
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government  and  difcipline  in  the  times  of 
perfecution,  gave  it  a  (lability,  and  even  an 
independency,  after  the  ftate  had  acceded  to 
the  faith. 

Hence  the  converfion  of  the  empire  to 
chriitianity  may  be  more  properly  ftiled  the 
victory  and  the  triumph  of  one  community 
lliled  "  the  church,"  over  another  commu- 
nity called  "  the  ftate,"  which  had  fo  long 
conflicted  with  it,  but  was  at  length  found 
unable  to  refill  its  power. 

The  claims  of  the  clergy  ftill  increafed, 
until,  at  length,  the  civil  rights  and  pofTef- 
fions  of  men  were  annihilated  or  ablbrbed 
in  the  all-devouring  power  and  patrimony 
of  the  church.  The  event  was  a  defpotic 
power  of  the  priefr.  to  impofe  whatever  doc- 
trines he  thought  fit,  joined  with  an  abfurd 
and  fenfelefs  iuperftition,  which  foon  en- 
tombed in  one  gloomy  grave  whatever  was 
valuable  of  the  arts,  the  learning,  and  the 
religion  of  mankind. 

Popery,  properly  ipeaking,  was  nothing 
more  than  the  change  of  clerical  jurifdieYion 
from  the  republican,  or  rather  ariftocratical, 
to  the  monarchical  form,    Many  of  the  ger- 

man 
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man  reformers  nobly  vindicated,  and  juftly 
-afferted,  the  right  of  private  judgment,  in 
oppofition  to  this  authority;  but  this  was 
not  the  cafe  with  us.  Our  boafted  refor- 
mation, in  fact,  was  little  more  than  an  act 
of  juflifiable  rebellion  againft.  our  fpiritual 
head;  wherein  we  renounced  the  dominion 
of  the  univerfal  monarch,  and  fet  up  a  fpi- 
ritual head  of  our  own. 

But  the  pretended  right  to  an  authority 
in  controverfies  of  faith,  which  churchmen 
claimed,  while  united  under  one  vilible  head, 
was  afferted  and  exercifed  with  the  fame 
pertinacity  as  before.  While  the  power  of 
the  priefb  or  fovereign  pontiff  remained  un- 
fliaken  and  unqueflioned,  fubfcriptions  in- 
deed were  not  heard  of;  for  where  the  right 
to  a  defpotic  dominion  is  acknowledged  by 
a  blind  fubmiflion  to  the  ruling  powers,  a 
declaration  of  affent  to  articles  would  be 
fuperrluous,  and  would  imply  a  latent  right 
of  private  judgment.  Our  anceftors  repofed 
an  implicit  confidence  in  their  ghoftly  fa- 
thers; and  therefore,  with  refpect  to  the 
number  and  abfurdity  of  the  impofitions, 
their  cafe  was  more  deplorable  than  ours ; 

*  but 
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but  with  refpect  to  the  too  probable  perma- 
nency of  thefe  innovations  upon  the  gofpel, 
and  fome  other  circumftances,  our  cafe  per- 
haps may  be  more  deplorable  than  theirs. 

An  equality  between  the  two  powers  which 
are  reprellnted  as  contracting  with  each 
other,  is  all  that  is  now  contended  for  :  and 
the  more  humble  term  of  an  "  alliance"' 
between  the  church  and  (late,  as  contained 
in  the  fchemes  of  De  Marca  and  WarbAr- 
ton,  ferves  to  exprefs  the  high  church  no- 
tions of  thefe  times.  But  every  claim  of 
the  church  to  an  independent  jurifdidion^ 
which,  in  the  remoteft  decree,  affects  the 
temporalities  of  its  members,  is  utterly  in- 
defenfible.  The  church  of  England,  con- 
fidered  with  refpect  to  the  actual  exertion 
of  any  power,  mould  be  confidered  as  a 
fociety  of  men  incorporated  for  the  purpofe 
of  teaching  the  religion  of  the  gofpel — is 
the  creature — is  the  fervant  of  the  ftate; 
and  therefore,  like  other  corporations,  has 

no  authority  to  enact  or  impofe  any  thing 

which  affects  the  liberty  of  the  fubject. 
With  refpect  to  the  Glouceflrian  fiction, 

thanks  to  the  ciyil  powers !   ail  apprehen- 

fion 
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fion  of  danger  from  it  is  removed  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  fabrication  of  new  articles. 
The  church  indeed  continues  to  aflert  that 
fhe  has  authority  in  controversies  of  faith; 
but  her  conftitutional  reprefentative,  the 
convocation,  has  not  fitten  for  fome  time, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  never  fit  again. 

However,  before  this  afiemblv  had  in- 
tirely  loft  its  jurifdiction  by  the  abfurdity 
of  its  claims,  and  its  credit  by  its  perlbnal 
abufe,  fome  of  its  members  drew  up  a  fet 
of  decifions  and  decrees,  and  had  influence 
enough  with  the  ftate,  to  get  them  bound 
upon  their  fuccelfors  in  their  own  profef- 
fion,  by  an  iniquitous  law ;  had  influence 
enough,  with  a  pedantic  and  an  arbitrary 
king,  to  get  them  alfo  bound  upon  every 
other  profemen  of  men,  who,  in  the  re- 
moter! decree,  mi,o;ht  affect  their  intereft  and 
power.  But  while  thefe  laws  and  ordi- 
nances which  enjoin  fubfcripticn  to  human 
articles,  and  formularies  of  faith,  mall  be 
permitted  to  remain,  the  reformaticr  is  fo 
far  from  being  completed,  that,  in  fact,  with 
refpect  to  a  material  part  of  it,  it  is  but 
juft  begun.    The  biihops,  whofe  power  and 
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influence  are  truly  formidable,  will  conti- 
nue to  make  thefe  articles  the  only  tells  of 
orthodox  belief  -,  they  will  examine  in  them 
at  their  ordinations,  and  neglect  the  fcrip- 
tures ;  they  will  difcourage  the  reading  of 
thefe  fcriptures  with  a  papiftical  apprehen- 
fion,  ahiioit  amounting  to  a  reprobation  of 
the  word  of  God.  Upon  a  nearer  view, 
academical  men  might  fee  the  abfurdity  of 
thele  famous  monuments  of  human  weak- 
nefs,  and  might  fufpect  an  oppofition  be- 
tween thefe  articles  drawn  up  by  fallible 
men,  and  the  infallible  word  of  God  -,  and 
therefore  in  the  univerfities,  the  bifhops 
and  the  heads  of  houfes  will  difcourage  all 
atttention  to  them  both  *.  An  intolerant 
ipirit,  joined  with  a  lenfelefs  fuperiation, 

the 

*  A  perfon  of  high  flation  in  the  church  has  in  his 
hands  authentic  evidences  of  fome  facts,  which,  unlefs 
the  evil  be  very  fpeedily  remedied,  may  be  appealed  to  as 
proofs,  that  thefe  confequences  of  fubferiptions  have 
actually  taken  place. — See  Dr.  Powell's  "  Defence  of 
fubfeription,  &c.  in  a  fermon,  preached  before  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  on  commencement  funday,  1757;" 
and  fince  republifhed  in  a  volume  of  his  "  Difcourfes 
on  various  fubjects,  1766." — See  alfo  the  laft  of  Dr. 
Hallifax's  "  Three  fermons,"  preached  before  the  fame 
vtniverfity  and  publifhed  at  the  requcft  of  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor and  heads  of  houfes,  1772. 
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the  natural  fruit  of  ignorance,  will  take 
deep  root ;  an  univerfal  depravity  of  man- 
ners, a  want  of  every  principle  which  dig- 
nifies the  foul  of  man,  muft  inevitably  fuc- 
ceed.  And  therefore  with  refpect  to  morals, 
religious  learning,  and  church  power,  our 
only  change  will  be,  as  the  very  ieniibie 
author  of  a  letter  to  the  archbiihop  of  Can- 
terbury has  expreffed  it,  "  we  (hall  have 
an  aggregate  of  popes,  inftead  of  one."* 

Is 

*  [See  "  A  letter,  &c.  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  intended 
petition  to  parliament,"  1771.  p.  29,  and]  this  lenti- 
ment  feems  in  part  to  be  confirmed  by  the  following 
pafiage  in  D'Ewe's  Journal,  p.  239. 

Mr.  Peter  Wentworth,  in  a  ipeech  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  inveighing  againfr.  a  meflage  of  the  queen  to 
the  houfe,  "  that  they  mould  not  deal  in  any  matters  of 
religion,  but  firft  to  receive  from  the  bifhops"  (for  whi  h 
fpeech  he  was  afterwards  fent  to  the  tower)  expreffeth 
himfelf  thus :  "  1  have  heard  of  old  parliament-men,  that 
the  banifhment  of  the  pope  and  popery,  and  the  reftorwg 
of  true  religion,  had  their  beginning  from  this  ho,. ie, 
and  not  from  the  bifhops ;  and  I  have  heard,  that  r-".v 
iaws  for  religion  had  their  foundation  from  them.  And  I 
do  furely  think,  (before  God  I  ipeak  it)  that  the  bifhcps 
were  the  caufe  of  that  doleful  meiiage ;  and  f  will  (new 
you  what  moveth  me  fo  to  think.  I  was,  amongft  others, 
the  lalt  parliament,  fent  unto  the  bifhop  of  Canterbury 
for  the  articles  of  religion  that  then  palled  this  houie. 
He  afked  me,  why  we  did  put  out  of  the  book  the  arti- 
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Is  it  not  therefore,  Sir,  a  folemn  farce  and 
mockery  of  God,  for  our  churchmen  to  affert 
the  furHciency  of  the  holy  f  riptures  in  all 
things  neceiTary  to  falvation,  and  yet  to  in- 
fill upon  our  affent  to  articles  conceived  in 
unfcriptural  terms?  If  the  fcriptures  are 
fufficient  unto  falvation,  a  churchman  can 
have  no  honeft  reafons  for  wifhing  the  ella- 
blifhment  of  any  formulary  of  faith  and  doc- 
trine beiides  thofe  fcriptures  ;  and  that  the 
ftatefman  has  reafon  to  be  fatisried  without 
fubfcription  to  fuch  formularies,  1  think 
may  be  collected  from  my  fecond  letter. 

But,  before  I  difmifs  this  fubjecl,  I  muft 
take  notice  of  a  favourite  argument,  which 
has  been  often  urged  to  evince  the  neceflity 

of 

cles  for  the  homilies,  confecrating  of  bifhops,  and  fuch 
like  ?  Surely,  Sir,  faid  I,  becaufe  we  were  fo  occupied 
in  other  matters,  that  we  had  no  time  to  examine  them 
how  they  agreed  with  the  word  of  God.  What,  faid 
he,  furely  you  midoolc  the  matter;  you  will  refer  your- 
felves  wholly  to  us  therein  ?  No,  by  the  faith  I  bear  to 
God,  faid  I,  we  will  pafs  nothing  before  we  underftand 
what  it  is  j  for  that  were  but  to  make  you  popes  ;  make 
you  popes  who  lilt,  faid  I,  for  we  will  make  you  none  : 
and  fure,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  fpeech  feemed  to  me  to  be 
a  pope-like  fpeech;  and  I  fear  lell  our  bifhops  do  attri- 
bute this  of  the  pope's  canons  unto  themfelves,  Papa 
ngn  poteji  errare"_ 
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*>f  fubfcription  to  fyftematical  confeflions 
and  human  articles  of  faith.  It  has  been 
pleaded,  that  although  the  furficiency  of  the 
fcriptures  is  allowed,  yet  explanations  of 
thofe  fcriptures  are  highlv  edifying,  even 
when  fuch  explanations  are  con  eiv<d  in 
human  words.  The  utility  of  dilcouries 
from  the  pulpit  muft  be  granted;  the  fenfe 
of  fcripture  may  be  thereby  made  deafer 
and  more  determinate;  why  then  may  it  not 
be  allowed  to  fix  the  fenfe  of  fcripture  in. 
an  eilabliihed  formulary  of  faith  ? 

In  the  firfl  place,  this  argument  would 
prove  too  much.  It  would  prove  that  there 
was  no  necemty  for  fuch  difcourfes  at  all, 
the  articles  alone  would  anfwer  every  end 
which  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  preacher's 
view. 

In  the  next  place,  we  mould  confider,  that 
in  the  cafe  of  expositions  of  fcripture  from 
the  pulpit,  or  the  prefs,  although  the  ex- 
pounder mould  endeavour  to  ihew  the  con- 
formity of  his  doctrine  to  the  word  of  God 
by  fober  argument,  found  criticifm,  and  ra- 
tional inquiry ;  yet  we  have  the  liberty  of 
rejecting  his  interpretations,  if  we  think  we 

M  4  have 
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have  got  better  of  our  own.  But  the  exercife 
of  this  power  of  judging  for  ourfelves  is 
utterly  annihilated  in  the  cafe  of  a  fub- 
fcription  to  an  eftabhihed  formulary  j  the 
preacher's  powers  are  tied  up,  he  is  prohi- 
bited from  giving  us  his  own  interpretation, 
and  the  hearer  mull  acquiefce,  for  the  want 
of  a  better,  in  the  interpretation  already 
given  by  the  church. 

We  may  talk  then  of  the  fufficiency   of 
the  fcriptures  as  we  pleafej  but  while  the 
laws  eftablifhing  fubfcription  to  human  for- 
mularies remain,   the  voice  of  the  articles 
fhall  alone  be  heard;  the  ignorance  and  fu- 
perftition  of  mankind  mall  for  a  while  pre- 
ferve  the  fhadow  of  religion  in  our  land,  but 
its  fubftance  (hall  be  no  where  found.    Im- 
provements in  fcience  and  the  arts  mall  at 
length  difclofe  the  aftoniihing  abfurdity  of 
our  national  faith.     The  fcriptures  fhall  be 
difbelieved,  becaufe  their  genuine  fimplicity 
and  excellence  are  concealed  by  defigning 
men  from  human  view;    the  articles  fhall 
be  difoelieved,  becaufe  they  are  held  forth 
to  it. 

The  legal  eftablimment  therefore  in  our 

country 
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country  does  not  anfwer  the  end  it  was  in- 
tended to  promote.  It  does  not  tend  to  ge- 
nerate, to  inculcate,  and  to  cultivate  the 
fenfe  of  religion  in  the  minds  of  men.  It 
too  often  produces  the  reverfe.  It  mould 
therefore,  Sir,  be  either  abolifhed  or  re- 
formed. 


^^.^W-MML.  ■MM.lMMa. 


LETTER       IV. 

S    I    R, 

The  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church 
of  England  are  efl'ablifhed  by  authority  of 
parliament,  as  well  as  by  ecclefiaftical  fanc- 
tions.  It  mould  therefore  feem,  that,  at 
the  time  of  their  eftablimrnent,  our  ancef- 
tors  conceived  the  belief  of  them  to  be  of 
high  importance  to  every  member  of  fociety, 
and  conlidered  them  as  points  of  doctrine 
worthy  of  being  planted  in  every  englifti 
bread. 

But  we  trufl:  the  legiflature  of  this  day 
will,  upon  a  fair  and  candid  infpection  of 
thefe  articles,  form  a  very  different  judg- 
ment; and  I  hope,  Sir,  to  make  it  appear 
to  you,  that  if  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel 

were 
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were  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  then* 
charge  upon  this  idea,  they  mult  preach 
away  the  common  fenfe  of  nine  parts  in  ten 
of  thofe  who  hear  them,  and  effecl  a  ftill 
more  deplorable  change  upon  the  hearts  of 
the  remainder. 

The  firil  article  of  our  church  profeiTes 
to  treat  of  faith  in   the   holy   trinity ;   an 
expremon  not  to  be  found  in   fcripture,  a 
doctrine  not  connedted  with  the  performance 
of  a  iingle  duty  in  focial  life.     A  man  may 
believe    the    contrary,   and   yet    be  a  good 
chrifKan,    a    good  father,    a    good   maftcr, 
a  good  hufband,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  good 
friend.       A    fpecuhtive    divine,    therefore, 
mould  be  indulged  in  the  liberty  of  believ- 
ing this  article,   of  fubferibing  it,   and  of 
writing  about  it,   if  he  pleafe ;  but  lam  fo 
far  from  thinking  it  expedient  that  fuch  an 
article  mould  be  eitablifhed  by  an  act  of  the 
Hate,  that  I  mould  rather  wim  the  clergy, 
who  are  the  hired  fervants  of  the  ftate,   for 
the  purpofe  I  have  fo  often  mentioned,  of 
inculcating  the  religious  principle,  might  be 
prohibited  from  preaching  upon  a  fubjecl:  of 
fo  inflammatory  a  contexture,  and  which,  by 

its 
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its  very  nature,  has  an  obvious  tendency  to 
deftroy  all  rational  religion,  with  mutual 
love  and  charity,  its  fairefr.  fruits. 

With  reipect,  then,  to  the  firit  article, 
in  order  to  make  it  of  any  ufe,  the  title 
mould  be  changed ;  it  mould  be  laid  to  treat, 
not  of  the  trinity,  but  of  the  unity  of  God; 
and  the  latter  part  of  it  mould  be  expunged, 
not  becaufe  it  is  falfe,  but  becaufe  it  is  un- 
intelligible, unlets  by  men  of  very  elevated 
minds.  * 

If  the  firft  article  is  faulty,  the  fecond  is 
like  unto  it,  and  the  fubfeription  of  the 
teacher  to  its  truth  mould  by  no  means  be 
infifted  on.  It  defines  with  a  logical,  or 
rather  chemical  precifion,  what  never  was 
comprehended,  or  ever  can  be  comprehend- 
ed, by  the  help  of  thofe  rational  powers 
which  we  now  enjoy. 

As  for  the  third  article,  which  treats  of 

the 

*  Dr.  Hallifax  afTerted,  in  one  of  his  "  Three  fcrmons" 
preached  at  Cambridge,  that  the  three  perfons  of  the 
godhead  tk  were  united  though  difringuifhed,  diftinguifhed 
though  but  one."  The  expreflion  was  heard  by  hun- 
dreds ;  but,  with  many  others  of  a  fimilar  import,  was  not 
thought  worthy  of  being  retained  ia  the  printed  copies. 
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the  going  down  of  Chrift  into  hell,  I  can- 
not conceive  how  the  ftate  can- be  interefted 
in  the  deciiion  of  fuch  a  queftion.  I  may- 
believe  him  to  be  the  author  of  my  falva- 
tion,  and  act  accordingly,  without  believing 
that  he  aifailed  the  devil  in  his  own  domi- 
nions ;  as  the  compilers  of  our  articles  cer- 
tainly fuppofed  he  did. 

The  fourth  article  contains  two  very  im- 
portant points  of  doctrine.  It  treats,  though 
in  a  manner  not  abfolutely  exceptionable, 
upon  the  reiurreetion  and  afcenfion  of  our 
•Lord.  But  every  perfon  who  believes  the 
fcriptures  cannot  but  believe  thefe  doctrines, 
and  therefore  a  fubfeription  to  them  is  un- 
neceflary.  The  legiflature,  however,  may 
fo  far  interfere  with  propriety,  as  to  injoin 
the  preaching  upon  them,  on  account  of 
their  manifeif.  connection  with  the  practice 
of  piety  and  virtue. 

With  refpect  to  the  fifth  article,  it  is  only 
an  expanfion  of  a  part  of  the  proportion 
which  concludes  the  firft.  It  recalls  to  our 
remembrance  that  unchriftian  controversy, 
which  was  long  maintained  between  con- 
tending churchmen  upon  the  holy  ghofl's 

proceflion 
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procemon  from  the  Ton.  The  belief  of  it  is 
not  naturally  connected  with  the  practice  of 
any  focial  duty.  Many  have  believed  the 
divine  miffioii  of  Je-'us,  without  fuppofing 
this  proceflion.  It  is  unwife,  therefore* 
to  append  emoluments  to  the  profemon  of 
fuch  faith. 

Were  I  a  member  of  that  aflembly  in 
which  you,  Sir,  early  evidenced  the  poffef- 
fion  of  all  thofe  virtues  which  can  ornament 
the  head  and  heart,  I  would  ferionflv  pro- 
pofe  a  fubfeription  to  the  fixth  article  a- 
lone  as  a  proper  fubftitute  for  fnbicriptiori 
to  all  the  reft.  It  contains  the  discriminat- 
ing character  of  true  proteftantifm.  It  af- 
ferts  the  fufficiency  of  the  holy  fcriptures 
for  falvation.  But  the  privilege  of  inter- 
preting thofe  fcriptures  for  ourfelves,  which 
feems  to  be  the  natural  confequence  of  the 
furficiency  maintained  in  this  article,  is  in- 
tirely  abrogated  by  the  impofition  of  the  re- 
maining thirty-eight. 

Laws  are  inftituted  to  prevent  real,  not 
imaginary  dangers  to  the  ftate.  I  do  not 
fuppole  that  there  is  a  fingle  perfon  in  the 
kingdom  who,  if  fubferiptions  were  re- 
moved, 
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moved,  would  apprehend  the  common  lav? 
in  danger  of  being  iuperfeded  by  the  mo- 
faic  code. 

The  negative  of  the  mofl  material  part 
of  this  feventh  article  has  been  ably  fup- 
ported  by  the  right  reverend  author  of  the 
Divine  Legation,  who  has  more  than  once 
endeavoured  to  bring  down  theological  ven- 
geance upon  others,  on  the  mere  fufpicion 
of  their  taking  the  fame  liberty  of  private 
judgment,  which  he  has  fo  remarkably  ex- 
ercifed  himfelf.  Should  thefe  papers  ever 
fall  in  the  way  of  that  gentleman,  he  will 
underftand  me,  when  I  fay,  that  he  has  ven- 
tured, in  a  very  public  manner,  to  accufe  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England  of  a  de- 
parture from  his  fubfcriptions,  but,  though 
folemnly  called  upon,  has  not  chofen  to  at- 
tempt a  confirmation  of  his  charge  by  the 
proper  evidences. 

A  man  that  fubfcribes  the  eighth  article, 
virtually  unfubfcribes  the  fixth. 

The  ninth  article  treats  of  original,  or 
birth  fin;  but  the  ftate  has  to  do  with  thofe 
fins  only  which  are  committed  after  birth. 

I  would  gladly  avoid  the  confideration  of 

the 
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the  eight  following  articles,  of  which  the 
fourteenth  alone  can  be  of  any  ufe.  I  am  • 
faiisfied  that,  upon  peruial  of  them,  no 
englifh  feiiator  will  fee  the  neceffity  of  bind- 
ing thefe  metaphyseal  fubtilties  upon  the 
confeiences  of  thofe.  who  are  fent  fortri,  by 
the  civil  power,  to  inftruci  the  people  in  the 
necemty  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God 
and  man.  While  they  continue  unintelli- 
gible, they  are  ufelefs.  When  underflood, 
they  are  prejudicial,  nay,  eyen  dangerous, 
to  the  ft  ate:  they  drike  at  the  root  of  all 
morality,  the  date's  furefl  fafeguard  and 
fupport;  and  if  the  gofpel  fpeak  a  different 
language,  which  I  truft  it  does,  the  efta- 
blimment  of  thefe  articles  by  the  authority 
of  parliament  amounts  to  an  authoritative 
renunciation  of  that  gofpel,  in  fuch  points 
of  faith  and  doctrine;  a  danger  always  to 
be  apprehended  when  the  fiate  lends  its 
fanctions  to  any  fyftematical  confeffions 
whatfoever,  conceived  in  unfcriptural  terms. 
The  doctrine  contained  in  the  eighteenth 
article  is  equally  abhorrent  from  chriftian 
charity  and  chriftian  truth.  All  preaching 
upon  it  mould  be  difcouraged  by  the  ilate; 

it 
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it  would  promote  the  growth  of  intolerance, 
the  practice  of  every  evil  work. 

The  infertion  of  the  nineteenth  is  a  me- 
lancholy evidence  of  the  folly  and  prefump- 
tion  of  high  church  men,  denying  infalli- 
bility to  every  community  of  chriftians, 
that  excepted  to  which  themfelves  belong. 

I  have  already,  under  the  fignature  of 
"  Paulinus,"jn  this  paper,  attempted  to  ex- 
plain the  real  meaning  and  natural  confe- 
quences  of  the  twentieth  article.  *  It  is 
fraught  with  the  very  erTence  of  genuine 
popery.  It  tends  to  elevate  the  priefc  above 
the  king.  The  doctrine  therefore  contained 
in  it  mould  not  only  be  difcouraged,  but 
profcribed  by  the  Hate;  nor  would  it  be 
contrary  to  found  policy,  if  every  civil 
fociety  mould,  for  its  own  fecurity  againft 
deiigning  churchmen,  injoin  lubfcripti  n  to 
the  following  article  :  "  the  church  hath 
not  authority  in  controversies  of  faith." 

The   twenty-firft   article  affcrts,   in  part, 

what 


*  The  fecond  letter  addrcflcd  to  the  Cambridge  under- 
graduates, wherein  this  fubject,  is  treated  of,  appeared 
before  this,  in  the  "  Whitehall  Evening- poftj"  but  Is 
now  inferted  after  it  for  obvious  reafons. 
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what  is  more  fully  declared  in  the  fixthj 
viz,  the  fufficiency  of  the  fcriptures  j  and 
therefore  is  unneceilary. 

The  three  next  are  reafonable  enough  i 
but  upon  the  fame  plea  that  thefe  are  in- 
ferted  into  the  confeflion  of  the  national 
faith,  ten  thoufand  other  propofitions,  of 
equal  import,  might  plead  for  admittance 
within  the  pale  of  the  eftablimment. 

As  to  the  twenty-fifth,  with  thofe  that 
follow  to  the  thirty- fecond,  though  fome 
may  appear  expedient  as  tells  to  exclude 
the  papifts,  yet  others  have  an  immediate 
tendency  to  keep  up  that  fpirit  of  content 
tion  between  polemical  divines,  which 
for  the  public  good  of  the  community,  as 
well  as  chriftian  charity,  mould  be  difcoun- 
tenanced,  inftead  of  being  encouraged  by 
the  ftate.  The  papifr.  is  furficiently  guarded 
againft,  by  declarations  of  another  kind ;  and 
with  refpecl:  to  the  reft,  it  may  be  obferved, 
once  for  all,  that  the  apparent  truth  of  a 
doctrine,  or  its  fuppofed  congruity  with 
fcripture  are  not  the  only  circumltances  to 
be  conlidered,  when  a  queftion  is  moved 
concerning   the  propriety  of  its   eftabliih- 
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ment.  The  awful  fanction  of  the  legis- 
lature mould  be  only  lent  to  thofe,  which 
immediately  tend  to  render  individuals  good 
citizens  and  good  men. 

The  thirty  fecond  article,  maintaining  the 
lawfulnefs  of  the  marriage  of  bifhops, 
priefts,  and  deacons  is  rendered  unnecef- 
fary  by  the  general  temper  of  the  times. 
And  I  cannot  eafily  be  brought  to  think 
that,  if  fubfcription  to  this  article  mould 
be  removed,  any  bimop,  prieft,  or  deacon, 
will  heiitate  about  the  lawfulnefs  of  mar- 
rying, when  other  circum (lances  mall  ren- 
der it  fitting  and  convenient. 

As  for  the  avoiding  excommunicated  per- 
fons ;  reafon,  fcripture,  humanity,  and  the 
good  of  the  community,  with  one  voice 
cry  out  againft  fuch  a  relic  of  inquilitional 
jurifdidtion;  and,  if  an  article  of  this  kind 
be  necefTary,  require  that  the  negative  of 
this  mould  be  fubfcribed. 

With  refpect  to  the  thirty-fourth  I  mail 
only  obferve,  that  if  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
giftrate,  in  any  point  to  which  his  jurifdiction 
reacheth,  and  in  which  the  means  of  con- 
viction are  fo  open,  as  in  the  cafe  before  us, 

cannot 
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cannot  be  fupported  by  penalties,  it  will 
never  be  fupported  by  declarations  and  fub- 
fcriptions. 

Whether  the  homilies  "  contain  a  godly 
and  an  wholefome  doclrine,  and  neceffary 
for  thefe  times,"  you  beft  will  judge,  when 
you  have  read  them.  The  article  injoins 
the  reading  of  them  in  our  churches.  I 
mail  only  fay,  that  were  any  clergyman  to 
obey  the  injunction,  his  clerk  would  be  his 
only  auditor. 

The  calling  upon  us  to  allow  the  excel- 
lence of  the  forms  of  confecrating  bifhops, 
priefts,  and  deacons,  can  anfwer  no  good 
purpofe.  The  perfons  ordained  fufficiently 
mew  their  approbation  of  them,  by  fubmit- 
ting  to  them,  as  modes  appointed  by  the  ftate. 

The  oath  of  fupremacy,  taken  by  every 
jterfon  called  upon  to  fubfcribe  the  articles, 
renders  fubfcription  to  the  thirty- feventh 
abfolutely  unneceffary. 

That  the  goods  of  men  are  not  held  in 
common,  which  is  the  fubject  of  the  thirty- 
eighth  article,  every  perfon  will  know  to 
his  colt,  who  by  force  invades  them,  or  by 
fraud  endeavours  to  purloin  them. 

N  2  The 


(     i8o     ) 

The  laft  article,  maintaining  the  lawful-* 
riefs  of  oaths,  may  fafely  be  omitted.  Ar- 
ticles might  be  increafed  to  an  indefinite 
number,  if  every  regulation,  adopted  for  the 
purpofes  of  civil  fociety,  muft  alfo  receive 
the  fanction  of  the  church. 

Thefe  imperfect  obfervations  may  lead 
you  to  a  conviction,  with  refpect  to  fome 
truths  of  considerable  importance  in  the 
prefent  controverfy.  I  mall  mention  a  few 
which  appear  to  me  as  fuch,  and  then  mail 
take  my  leave. 

Firit,  that  the  requiring  of  alTent  to  any 
explanatory  articles  of  faith  and  doctrine, 
amounts  to  a  declaration,  that  the  fcriptures 
are  not  fufficiently  explicit  in  thofe  points, 
which  concern  the  future  welfare  of  indivi- 
duals,   or  the  prefent  welfare  of  the  ftate. 

Secondly,  that  upon  the  fuppofition  thefe 
doctrines  are  felected  by  the  ftate  as  a  kind 
of  directory  for  the  preacher's  labours,  the 
majority  of  them  are  not  fufficiently  impor- 
tant to  deferve  the  countenance  of  the  legif- 
lature;  as  they  are  very  remotely  connected 
with  thofe  points  of  practice,    on  which  a 

public  teacher  mould  infill. 
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Thirdly,  that  the  requifition  of  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  them  is  an  invafion  of  the  dearefl 
rights  of  men,  a  temptation  to  infincerity 
and  prevarication  in  thofe,  who  mould  ftand 
the  cleared  of  fuch  imputations,  and  mult 
powerfully  obftruct  all  further  knowledge 
in  the  fcriptures. 

Fourthly,  that  very  many  of  thefe  arti- 
cles, fo  far  from  having  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote real  piety  and  virtue,  appear  to  incul- 
cate a  fpirit  of  contention,  and  to  produce  in- 
tolerance; and,  by  ftating  the  terms  of  the 
divine  favour  as  coniifting  in  faith  alone, 
eventually  encourage  every  fpecies  of  im- 
piety and  vice. 

Fifthly,  that  it  is  morally  impoflible  to 
have  a  learned,  a  confcientious,  a  laborious, 
and  an  ufeful  clergy,  while  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  fubfcription  mall  remain. 

And  therefore,  laftly,  that  the  prefent, 
as  well  as  the  future  welfare  of  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  engliih  nation,  calls  aloud  for 
their  repeal. 
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AN        ADDRESS 

TO     THE      GENTLEMEN 
O  F    T  H  E 

UNIVERSITY   OF   CAMBRIDGE, 

WHO  INTEND  PROPOSING  THEMSELVES, 

THE    ENSUING    JANUARY, 

AS    CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  DEGREE 

OF   BACHELOR  IN  ARTS.  * 

LETTER      I. 

GENTLEMEN, 

As  it  is  my  perfuafion,  that  with  the 
ufual  literary  accomplishments  requifite  to 
the  degree  which  you  propofe  foliciting,  a 
love  of  fincerity  and  ingenuous  dealing  is 
united  j  furTer  me  to  hint  my  thoughts  upon 
a  fubjed  which  appears  to  me  highly  worthy 
of  your  molt,  attentive  confideration. 

You  will  ihortly  be  called  upon  to  declare 
your   unfeigned  aiTent  to  a  fet  of  propofi- 

tionsy 

[*  The  fc.tr  fallowing  letters  were  originally  published 
in  the  months  of  November  and  December  1 77 1.  ] 
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tions,  to  a  form  of  worfhip,  to  a  collection 
of  rites  and  ceremonies — in  a  manner,  which 
will  throw  upon  you  the  worft  imputation 
that  can  be  carl:  upon  men  of  honour  and 
on  chriftians,  unlefs  you  abfoiutely  and  in- 
tirely  approve  them. 

Unlefs,  therefore,  you  prefer  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  efteemed  able  difputants,  to 
the  heart-felt  fatisfaction  of  knowing  your- 
felves  to  be  honeft,  men,  you  will  fufpend 
the  prefent  courfe  of  your  fludies,  until  you 
have  fatisfied  yourfelves  with  refpect  to  the 
truth  and  propriety  of  thofe  articles  and 
forms  ;  to  the  full  approbation  of  which  you 
declare,  that  you  willingly  and  ex 
animo  fubfcribe. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  fend  you  to 
thofe  ingenious  expositors,  who  will  tor- 
ture your  imagination  with  a  thoufand  inter- 
pretations, many  of  them  contrary  to  each 
other,  and  all  of  them,  perhaps,  to  fcripture 
and  to  common  fenfe  ;  but  barely  to  point 
out  to  you  a  courfe  of  ftudy,  iimilar  to  what 
you  are  now  purfuing  in  philofophical  fub- 
jects,  and  which  muft  be  refolutely  and  con- 
fcientioufly  engaged  in,  unlefs  you  would 
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cliuie  that  the  imputation  of  ignorance,  in-* 
doience,  prevarication,  or  down-right  dif«< 
honefty,  mould  ftand  as  a  recorded  charge 
againft  you,  in  your  firft  public  a£t  of  life. 

The  firft  five  articles,  to  the  truth  of 
which  you  are  required  to  bear  the  mod 
folemn  teilimony,  relate  to  the  faith  in  the 
holy  trinity;  the  nature,  hiftory,  and  offices 
of  the  fecoqa'  perfon  in  that  trinity;  the 
peribnality,  majefty,  and  glory  of  the  holy 
ghofl.  To  be  fatisfied  in  thefe  refpe&s,  the 
moriefr.  way  is  to  confult  your  Bibles.  Thefe 
points  of  faith  are  declared  with  mfficient 
precifion  in  the  articles  :  it  is  your  bufinefs 
to  fee  how  far  they  are  agreeable  to  the 
word  of  God  ;  and,  if  they  be  found  in  your 
apprehenficm  difcordant  with  it,  to  bear 
your  teftimony  againfl  them,  by  refuiing  to 
fubfcribe  them. 

The  fixth  article  is  very  juft;  but  as  the 
whole  weftern  world  were  once  of  a  different 
perfuafion  with  refpecl  to  a  point  aflerted  in 
it,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  of  proteftantifm,  and  get  fome  idea 
pf  the  arguments  whereby  that  belt,  of  caufes 

is 
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is  maintained  againft  the  bigotry  and  fophif* 
try  of  papal  Rome. 

You  are,  from  convi&ion,  to  form  fuch  an 
idea  of  the  correfpondency  between  the  old 
and  new  Teftament  as  will  enable  you 
to  fubfcribe  the  feventh  article  of  your 
church  without  a  doubt. 

In  the  affair  of  the  three  creeds,  the  con- 
formity of  which  with  fcripture  you  muft 
profefs,  there  may  be  fome  dirfrculty.  You 
muft  read  them  with  diligence  and  care  ; 
and  if  you  really  can  reconcile  the  dogmati- 
cal parts  of  Athanaiius's,  with  theunfyftema- 
tic  language  of  the  new  Teftament;  and  his 
intolerant  fpirit,  with  the  mild  and  meek 
demeanour  of  your  faviour,  you  may  then 
believe  him  to  be  a  chriftian,  and  fubfcribe 
his  creed. 

The  ninth  article  feems  to  allow  fome 
little  latitude  in  a  point  of  fmall  importance ; 
but  from  thence  to  the  nineteenth  article 
exclutive,  your  attention  will  be  called  to 
doctrines  which  have  much  agitated  the 
world  with  learned  contefts  and  oppofite 
decisions  $  but  to  which,  though  exprefied  in 

forms 
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forms  of  human   fpeech,  your  full,  intire, 
and  unreferved  affent  muft  be  fubfcribed. 

The  nineteenth  article,  though  not  fo 
prolix  as  fome  of  the  preceding,  contains 
abundant  matter  for  your  ferious  confidera- 
tion.  It  gives  you  a  definition  of  the  vifible 
church  of  Chrifl.  You  are  to  fatisfy  your- 
felves  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  definition,  that  is 
to  fay,  of  its  conformity  with  the  fcripture 
doctrine  on  this  fubject.  It  moreover  afierts 
that  the  churches  of  Jerufalem,  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  of  Antioch,  have  erred.  But  with 
what  confidence  can  you  pretend  to  throw 
fo  fevere  a  reflection  upon  large  affemblies  of 
men,  without  examining  their  hiftory  andpe- 
culiar  tenets  ?  You  would  refent  fuch  unge- 
nerous treatment  in  your  own  cafes.  Were  any 
reflection  of  the  like  fort  to  be  thrown  upon 
the  church  of  England,  upon  the  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  upon  your  private  colleges, 
you  would  at  leaft  demand  that  fuch  bold 
impugner  would  condefcend  to  point  out  the 
particular  instances  which  deferve  fuch  re- 
proach. With  refpect  indeed  to  the  church 
of  Rome,  it  has  been  ufual  with  us,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  give  her  the  worft  of  charac- 
ters, 
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ters,  infomuch  that  we  have  thought  no 
name  too  bad  to  exprefs  our  abhorrence  of 
her  abominations  j  yet  even  this  I  am  afraid 
is  often  done  without  the  proper  knowledge 
and  conviction,  and  is  often  perhaps  attended 
with  a  fpirit  of  intolerance  equal  to  her  own. 
But  I  would  have  you,  whom  I  am  now  ad- 
dreffing,  fully  fatisfied  of  the  guilt,  before 
you  fet  your  names  to  any  imputation  of  it ; 
ever  recollecting  how  defpicable  is  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  man,  who  folemnly  objects 
a  charge,  which  he  is  not  able  to  make 
good. 

I  mail  referve  the  remainder  of  the  arti- 
cles for  a  future  paper ;  what  I  have  already 
pointed  out  to  your  attention  will  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  employ  you  'till  you  hear  from  me 
again.  You  may  perhaps  object  the  want  of 
time  for  the  confideration  of  fuch  matters. 
It  is  a  ferious  objection,  and  your  fuperiors 
are  much  to  blame  for  fubjecting  you  to  the 
neceffity  of  fubfcribing  at  an  age,  and  in  cir- 
cumftances,  when  you  have  neither  fufficient 
affiftances,  nor  luilicient  leifure  for  the  in- 
quiry. They  are  to  anfwer  for  the,  perhaps, 
illegal,  and  unftatutable  impofition  -,  but  the 

con- 
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confcientious  compliance  with  this  impofi- 
tion  is  intirely  your  concern. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  an  attempt  will 
fhortly  be  made  to  relieve  you  from  this 
cruel  alternative,  of  fubj  ecting  yourfelves 
either  to  the  charge  of  infincerity,  or  of 
lofmg  your  degrees.  Moil  heartily  do  I  pray 
forks  fuccefs. 


LETTER       II. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Presuming  upon  your  favourable  in- 
dulgence, I  take  the  liberty  of  addreflingyou 
a  fecond  time  upon  the  fubject.  of  fubfcrip- 
tions. 

We  have  already  briefly  conndered  the  firfl 
nineteen  articles  of  our  church.  The  twen- 
tieth will  require  a  little  of  that  fteady  at- 
tention, which  you  know  to  be  necefTary  for 
the  invefligation  of  mathematical  truth. 
And,  after  all,  I  will  not  promife  you  a 
fatisfa&ion  in  the  difcovery,  equally  grateful 

with 
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with  the  fenfation  which,  without  doubt,  you 
have  frequently  experienced  in  the  enuclea- 
tion of  a  Newtonian  proportion. 

In  the  twentieth  article  then  it  is  afferted, 
that  "  the  church  hath  power  to  decree  rites 
and  ceremonies,  and  authority  in  contro- 
verfies  of  faith." 

As  the  vifible  church  of  Chrift  is  con- 
fidered,  by  our  articles,  as  a  congregation  of 
faithful  men  ;  without  doubt  it  has  a  power 
of  decreeing  any  rites,  and  ceremonies,  and 
forms,  which  the  members  of  it  can  agree 
upon.  We  will  therefore  now  only  inquire 
what  kind  of  authority  fuch  congregation 
can  lawfully  exercife  in  matters  of  faith. 

And  firft,  with  refpecl:  to  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  auctoritas,"  we  will  take  the  ce- 
lebrated words  of  Tertullian  for  our  guide. 
They  are  as  follow :  "  DifFerentiam  inter 
ordinem  etplebemconftituit  ecclefiae  auctori- 
tas,  et  honor  per  ordinis  confeifum  fanclifica- 
tus ."  Now,  as  Tertullian  was  a  lawyer,  we  mult 
explain  his  terms  according  to  the  legal  ideas 
of  the  times.  The  word  "  audtoritas"  then, 
according  to  the  roman  lawyers,  fignifies  a 
decree  or  refolution  of  a  folemn  afTembly  met 

together 
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together  for  the  purpofe  of  making  laws.  It 
is  alfo  ufed  to  denote  the  edids  and  refcripts 
of  the  magi  ft  rate.  And,  in  after- times,  when 
the  opinions  of  eminent  lawyers  had  them- 
felves  been  hardened  into  law,  they  alfo  were 
complimented  with  the  venerable  appella- 
tion of"  authorities."  From  hence  it  maybe 
collected,  that,  when  we  hear  that  the 
church  hath  authority  in  controverfies  of 
faith,  we  are  to  underfland  that  the  church 
hath  a  lawful  power  of  hearing,  judging  upon, 
and  deciding  concerning  controverfies  of  faith. 
Proceed  we  next  to  inquire,  in  what  hands 
muft  the  power  of  exercifmg  this  authority 
be  lodged.  For  if  by  "  the  church"  is  meant 
the  whole  congregation  of  faithful  men,  no 
more  is  afferted,  than  if  we  were  told  that  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  the  direction  of 
our  civil  conduct,  and  of  deciding  controver- 
fies about  property,  is  lodged  in  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  :  and  it  may  be  lodged 
there  till  dooms-day,  without  a  iingle  exer- 
cife  of  fuch  power,  unlefs  fomething  further 
be  added  to  the  defcription.  Let  us  fubjoin 
the  words  "  re-refentatively  arTembled," 
which  may  be  plainly  implied,  and  the  matter 
of  jurifdiction  will  be  clear.  The  proportion 

will 
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will  ftand  thus :  as  all  authority  in  tempo- 
ral concerns  is  ultimately  vefted  in  the  king, 
lords,  and  commons  in  parliament  afTem- 
bled ;  fo  all  authority  in  controverfies  relat- 
ing to  faith  is  ultimately  vefted  in  a  national 
fynod.  The  authority  of  fuch  a  fynod  is 
thus  guarded  by  the  139th  canon  of  the 
church.  **  Whofoever  (hall  hereafter  affirm 
that  the  moft  holy  fynod  of  this  nation,  affem- 
bled  in  Chrift's  name,  and  by  the  king's 
writ,  is  not  reprefentatively  the  true  church 
of  England,  let  him  be  excommunicated, 
arid  by  no  means  abfolved,  till  he  publicly 
repent  of  this  wicked  error."  That  is  to  fay, 
as  we  are  informed  by  one  of  her  own  cano- 
nifts,  "  let  him  be  accurfed,  devoted  to  the 
devil,  and  feparated  from  Chrift  and  his 
church's  communion.  * 

This  point  then  being  eftablifhed,  we  may 
further  colled,  that  as  the  regulations  and 
decifions  of  the  britifh  parliament  are  bind- 
ing upon  the  reft  of  the  community,  fo  the 
decifions  of  a  national  fynod  are  binding 
upon  the  reft  of  the  church,  that  is,  upon  all 
the  remaining  members  of  the  congregation 

of 

*  See  Godolphin's  P.epert :  canon :  p.  625.  626. 
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of  faithful  men  who  were  not  actually  pre- 
fent  at  the  national  fynod.    If  therefore  the 
church  of  England,  reprefentatively  afTem- 
bled,  mould  decree,  that  falvation  cannot  be 
obtained  without  its  pale,    you  are  bound  to 
affent  to  the  proposition,  and  to  fubcribe  it, 
if  required.     If  the  church  of  England,   re- 
prefentatively affembled,  mould  decree,  that 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  are  materially 
prefent  in  the  eucharift,   you   are  bound    to 
aflent  to  the  proportion,  and  mbfcribe  it,  if 
required.     If  the  church   of  England,    re- 
prefentatively afTembled,    mould  decree  that 
Athanalius    had    not   fettled  the  trinitarian 
controverfy  with  mfhcient  preciiion,  you  are 
bound  to  aifent  to  the   proportion,  and  to 
fubfcribe  it,  if  required.     But  perhaps,  you 
may  demur :    you  have  certainly  the  liberty 
of  doing  fo.     You  have  alfo  the  liberty  of 
rebelling  again  ft  your  king,    or  rather  yon 
have  the  power  of  doing  either  ;    but  then 
you  mu(l   patiently   and  contentedly    abide 
theconfequences,  viz.  drawing,  hanging,  and 
quartering,  in  the  latter  cafe ;  and  excommu- 
nication, as  before  defcribed,  in  the  former. 
It   is   our  happinefs,   however,    that  the 

church 
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church  of  England  has,  in  exercifing  her  au- 
thority with  refpedt  to  the  foregoing  contro- 
vert es,  and  indeed  in  all  others  whatfoever, 
always  decided  on  the  right  fide-  And,  in  this 
rectitude  of  her  decifions,  at  prefent,  confiffo, 
and  will  confift,  as  long  as  fubfcription  to  the 
twentieth  article  mall  be  eftabliihed  by  law, 
the  only  effential  difference  between  the 
church  of  England  and  of  Rome. 

This  article  further  afferts, that  "the church 
ought  not  to  decree  any  thing  againft  holy 
writ,  or  to  inforce  any  thing  to  be  believed 
for  neceflity  of  falvation  befides  the  fame.0 
To  the  furfifiiency  of  the  holy  fcriptures  you 
will  readily  fubfcribe ;  but  the  point  before  you, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  bachelor's  degree,  is  not  a 
queflion  "  de  jure"  but  "  de  facto."  The  rob- 
ber on  the  highway  certainly  ought  not  to  take 
yourpurfe;  whether  he  means  to  do  Co  or  not, 
when  he  holds  a  piilol  to  your  breart,  is  a 
different  queflion  ;  and  he  may  demand  your 
money,  and  own  he  is  wrong  in  doing  fo,  in 
the  fame  breath.  The  church,  as  is  clear 
from  the  articles  before  us,  has  actually  de- 
cidecj^upon  many  points.  She  has  exercifed 
her  authority,  pretty  freely,  in  con  trover  lies 
of  faith  ;   if  againft  fcripture,  a  better  tefti- 

O  mony 
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mony  than  her  own  confefTion  that  file  hath 
no  right  to  do  fo,  is  to  be  found  in  every 
proteflant  bread.  She  holds  forth  thefe  de- 
cisions, thefe  interpretations  of  fcripture  to 
your  confi deration  ;  and  the  univeriity,  or 
rather  king  James's  letter  to  the  heads  of 
houfes,  requires  you  to  fubfcribe  them  as 
confonant  to  holy  writ,  previouily  to  your 
admifilon  to  a  bachelor's  degree.  As  englilh- 
men  and  as  proteftants  you  may  exercife,  and 
ought  to  exercife,  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment in  fearching  the  fcriptures  ;  -and  like 
the  Beraeans  mould  inquire  whether  thefe 
matters  be  fo.  You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  en- 
joy the  honourable  appel.ation  of  Bera°ans7 
without  declaring  your  teftimony  in  favour  of 
the  church ;  but  if  you  mean  to  be  bachelors 
of  arts,  you  mud  "  bona  fide"  acknow  ledge 
that  all  and  every  of  her  articles  are  agree- 
able to  the  word  of  God,  and  as  fuch  fub- 
fcribe them.* 

I  have 

[*  The  fubfcription  required  of  candidates  for  the  de- 
gree of  bachelor  of  arts  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
has  been  altered  in  its  form,  but  not  relaxed  in  its  fpirit 
or  import.  By  a  grace  which  palled  the  fenate  the  23d  of 
June  177?,  the  following  fubfcription  is  required  ;  "  I 
do  declare  that  I  am,  "  bona  fide,"  a  member  of  the 
church  of  England,  as  by  laweftablifhed."J 
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I  hive  employed  fo  much  attention  upon 
the  twentieth  article  that  I  have  not  left  my- 
felf  room  to  fay  any  more  at  prefent,  than  that 
vou  may  foon  expect  to  hear  from  me  again. 


LETTER       III. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  twenty --nrft  article  will  require 
.more  consideration  than  I  am  afraid  many 
of  you  can  give  to  it.  It  afferts,  that  "  for- 
afmuch  as  general  councils  are  alTemblies  of 
men,  whereof  all  be  not  governed  with  the 
fpirit  and  word  of  God,  they  may  err,  and 
fometimes  have  erred,  in  things  pertaining 
unto  God."  In  order  that  you  may  form 
fome  idea  of  the  courfe  of  ftudy  requifite 
to  a  confeientious  fubfeription  of  this  arti- 
cle, I  mail  give  you  the  following  hints. 
The  eaftern  general  councils  were  fix  in 
number.  The  weflern  clergy,  though  the 
infallible  father  was  at  their  head,  were 
obliged  to  meet  twelve  times,  before  they 
could  fettle  a  fyftem  cf  faith  intireiy  to 
their  minds;  and   even  at  laft  to  little  pur- 
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pofe ;  as  appears  from  the  hifrory  of  trie 
council  of  Trent,  and  the  article  now  before 
us.  The  hiftory  of  thefe  councils  is  abridg- 
ed in  about  as  many  folio  volumes,  which 
it  will  be  neceffary  for  you  to  read  over,  to- 
gether with  the  fathers  they  refer  to,  be- 
fore next  January,  if  you  have  not  already 
perufed  them. 

As  to  the  affair  of  purgatory  decided  a- 
-  gainit  in  the  twenty -fecond  article,  there 
is  certainly  fome  flaw,  not  in  the  fuperftruc- 
ture  of  the  building,  but,  as  I  vehemently 
fufpect,  in  the  foundation.  Perfons,  when 
they  depart  out  of  this  life,  are  certainly  of 
very  different  characters  :  and  as  the  doctrine 
of  an  intermediate  ftate  muft,  in  any  wile,  be 
retained  in  the  church,  in  order  that  the 
philofophers  may  not  be  affronted  who 
maintain  the  natural  immortality  of  the  hu- 
man foul,  it  mud  be  held,  that  fuch  perfons 
immediately  enter  upon  thofe  different  ftates 
to  which  the  judgment  of  God,  founded  on 
the  prevailing  character  of  their  lives,  mall 
think  proper  to  corrfign  them.  You  have 
the  fate  of  the  righteous  thus  determined 
with  tolerable  preciiion  in  the  burial  fervice, 

wherein 
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'wherein  it  is  afferted,  that  "  the  fouls  of 
the  faithful,  after  they  are  delivered  from 
the  burden  of  the  flefh,  are  in  joy  and  feli- 
city ;"  an  affertion  which  has  been  thought, 
by  many  learned  perfons,  to  militate  againft 
fome  plain  and  pofitive  aflertions  in  the 
fcriptures.  But  after  you  have  made  fome 
progrcfs  in  the  very  delectable  theory  and 
practice  of  fubfcription,  you  will  be  aMe  to 
comprehend,  that  inftances  like  the  forego- 
ing, which  in  common  life  are  diftinguimed 
by  the  title  of  contradictory  aflertions,  may 
wear  a  very  different  afpect  when  they  „re 
eccleiiailically  confidered.  All  the  writers 
upon  articles  are  wont  to  refer  them  to  a 
chapter  which  treats  upon  the  latitude  of 
interpretation  ;  but  1  would  wiih  you  to  mf- 
pend  your  judgment  till  you  have  perufed 
a  treatife  fhortly  intended  to  be  publifhed, 
in  titled,  "  The  harmony  between  the  arti- 
cles, homilies,  and  liturgy  of  the  church  of 
England ;  and  the  intire  conionancy  of 
them  all  with  common-fenfe  and  fcripture, 
confidered,  vindicated,  and  maintained." 

Take  heed,  that,  by  the  words  "congre- 
gation/' and  «  the  Lord's  vineyard,"  in  the 
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twenty- third  article,  you  underftand  the 
church  of  England  -,  otherwife  you  will 
render  the  article  replete  with  folly,  into- 
lerance,   and  falfhood. 

The  twenty  fourth  article  declares  it  "  to 
be  repugnant  to  the  word  of  God,  to  have 
public  prayer  in  a  tongue  not  underfunded 
by  the  people ;"  but,  as  clear  and  intelligible 
ideas  are  neceffary,  in  order  to  form  intelligi- 
ble wrords,  do  you,  I  mean  as  many  of  you  as 
are  intended  for  holy  orders,  fludy  well  the 
athanafkh  parts  of  the  liturgy,  otherwife  we 
may  have  public  prayer  in  a  tongue  not  under- 
flanded either  by  the  people  or  the  parfon. 

I  am  very  forry  that  your  bufinefs  in  the 
fchools  mufl  be  fo  long  interrupted  by  the 
conn  deration  of  the  fubjecl:  treated  upon  in 
the  fix  next  articles.  Whole  libraries,  large 
as  the  Alexandrian,  mufl  be  abfolutely  read 
through,  before  you  can  fairly  fct  your  hands 
to  articles  which  abound  with  fuch  an  infi- 
nitude of  matter.  With  refpect  to  one  of 
them,  I  mall  only  obferve,  that  you  folemnly 
deny  the  change  of  the  bread  and  wine  into 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrifl ;  but  then, 
jn  your  catechifm,  you  ailert  "  that  the  bo- 
dy 
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dy  and  blood  of  Chrifi  are  verily  and  indeed 
taken  and  received  by  the  faithful  in  the 
Lord's  flipper."  According  to  the  twenty- 
ninth  article,  the  wicked,  "  although  they  do 
carnally  and  vi'lbly  prefs  with  their  teeth,  as 
AugiiiUn  faith,  the  facrament  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chriit,  yet  in  no  ways  are  they  par- 
takers of  Chriil."  O  ye  righteous,  to  your 
experience  we  muft  appeal !  Explain  this 
matter  of  the  real,  heavenly,  fpiritual,  con- 
fab  ttantial  prefence  of  Chriit  in  the  eucharift, 
in  intelligible  language,  to  the  candidates  for 
the  decree  of  bachelor  of  arts. 

In  the  thirty-firft  article,  "  the  offering  of 
Chri  ft  once  made"  isfaidtobe  "a  perfectfatis- 
fadtion  for  all  the  fins  of  the  whole  world." 
As  the  neceffity  of  repentance,  on  the  part  of 
the  (inner,  is  not  mentioned,  it  is  not  to  be 
liippofed,  unlefs  you  mean  to  fly  in  the  face 
of  the  eleventh  article,  and  would  chufe  to 
be  reputed  unorthodox.  The  bed  commen- 
tators upon  this  article  are  to  be  found  a- 
mong  the  methodiftical  tribe.  \  refer  you 
therefore  to  the  works  of  Whitefleld,  Wef- 
ley,  and  Hervey,  upon  this  fubjecl;  a  care- 
ful perufal  of  which,  united  with  a  few  years 
attendance  upon  the  tabernacle,  will  render 
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each  of  you  as  able  a  combatant  in  fupport 
of  the  church,  as  Auguftus  Toplady  himfelf. 

Upon  the  marriage  of  bifhops,  priefts,  and 
deacons,  I  have  little  to  fay.  The  doctrine  of 
the  thirty-fecond  article  is  moil  righteousand 
true ;  and  it  is  really  amazing  that  there  ever 
mould  have  been  a  doubt  about  the  matter. 
We  will  therefore  difmifs  the  fubject,  with 
heartily  wiming  their  reverences  good  wives. 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel  may,  at  fird 
fight,  feem  to  inculcate  an  univerfal  benevo- 
lence; and  to  recommend  every  human  crea- 
ture whatfoever  as  the  proper  object  of  your 
tendered  affections  -,  the  evil,  of  your  pity  ; 
the  virtuous,  of  your  love.  The  thirty- third 
article  is  impofedinorderto  guard  againdfuch 
delufion,  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
heathens  and  publicans  were  formerly  treat- 
ed by  the  jews,  and' you  will  learn  how  to 
regulate  your  deportment  to  thofe  perfons 
who  are  folemnly  excommunicated  by  your 
church.  \\  ithrefpect  to  "  ipfo facto"  excom- 
municated perfons,  fee  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th 
canons  of  the  church.  If  you  are  in  any 
doubt,  bifhop  Warburton  will  inftruct  you, 
in  the  proper  method  of  behaving  to  them. 

I  have 
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I  have  feveral  things  to  fay ;  I  truft  fome 
of  them  worthy  your  consideration,  upon  the 
remaining  articles,  as  alfo  upon  the  homilies, 
the  firit  and  fecond  books  of  which  you 
doubtlefs  propofe  to  digeft  into  propofitions, 
before  you  fet  your  hand  to  the  doctrines 
they  contain.  You  may  therefore  expert  to 
hear  from  me  once  more. 


LET    TKR      IV. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  sincerely  wim  that  the  humane 
and  generous  attempt  of  the  worthy  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt*  to  relieve  you,  had  been  attended 
with  the  fuccefs  which  it  fo  well  deferved ; 

but 

*  With  refpect  to  the  character  of  this  gentleman,  it 
mayjuflly  be  faid  to  be  above  all  praife.  His  flrong 
abilities,  extenfive  learning,  ftriet  integrity,  and  mod 
amiable  manners,  united  with  cool  judgment  and  deter> 
mined  refolution,  would  reflect  a  luftre  on  the  moft  dif- 
tinguifhed  ftation.  And  it  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  rea- 
fons  for  the  removal  of  fubfcriptions,  that  the  impofi- 
tion  of  human  formularies  of  faith  and  doctrine,  and 
the  acknowledged  imperfections  in  the  forms  of  public 

worfhip 


(       202       ) 

but  as  the  meafure  has  been  defeated  by  the 
arbitrary  and  un^atutable  interpofition  of 
the  council    of  &x,   it  is  become  more  than 

ever 

Worfhip,  deprive  the  church  of  England  of  the  honour 
any  longer  of  numbering  among  her  worthies  fo  truly 
honed  and  venerable  a  man.  I  mould  hurt  his  delicacy, 
were  I  to  mention  the  facrifices  he  has  made  at  the 
ftirine  of  integrity  and  honaur;  facrifices  only  to  be 
equalled  by  thofe  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Robertfon,  author 
of  a  tract,  entitled,  "  An  attempt  to  explain  the  words 
reafon,  fubftance,"  Sec.  firft  publifhed  1768,  and  well 
worthv  of  the  perufal  of  every  friend  to  religious 
liberty  and  virtue. 

In  order  to  nlace  the  tranfaclion  alluded  to  in  the  true 
point  of  light,  it  will  be  expedient  to  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing paper,  which  was  iftferted  in  the  Gentle- 
man's magazine,  for  June  J  771.  [See  vol.  xli.  p.  263.] 

"  If  the  publication  of  the  enclofed  paper  be  not  in- 
eonfiftent  with  your  general  plan,  I  am  well  convinced, 
that  the  favouring  the  public  with  it,  in  your  next 
month's  magazine,  will  be  very  agreeable  to  many  of 
your  readers-.  It  contains  all  the  authority  on  which 
fubferiptions  are  required  of  fuch  as  take  any  degree  in 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

"  At  the  end  is  a  grace,  which  was  offered  June 
the  nth,  1771,  for  the  removal  of  fuch  fubfeription, 
but,  without  any  reafon  being  affigned,  was  prevented 
by  the  caput,  from  coming  before  the  body  of  the  uni- 
verfity. 

I  am,  &c.  X.  Y. 

The 
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ever  neceffary,   that  you  mould  be  informed 

of  the  true  nature  of  thofe  celebrated  bonds 

of    fubfcription   which    unite   you   to   the 

church. 

But 

The  articles  to  be  fubfcribed  unto  by  all  perfons  before 
they  are  admitted  to  any  degree  ;  with  the  grace  paffed 
in  the  vear  1613,  and  king  James's  direction  to  the  v. 
chancellor  and  heads  of  houfes,  injoining  fubfcription 
to  thofe  articles  :  to  which  is  added,  the  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  concerning  the  faid  grace. 

I.  Articles  to  be  fubfcribed  unto,  &c. 
T.  "  That  the  king's  majefty,  under  God,  is  the 
only  fupreme  governor  of  this  realm,  and  all  other  his 
highnefs's  dominions  and  countries,  as  well  in  fpiritual 
or  ecclefiaftical  things  or  caufes,  as  temporal ;  and  that 
no  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate, 
iiath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdiction,  power,  fupe- 
riority,  pre-eminence,  or  authority,  ecclefiaftical  or  fpi- 
ritual, within  his  majefty's  faid  realms,  dominions  and 
countries. 

2.  "  That  the  book  of  common-prayer,  and  of  order- 
ing of  bifhops,  priefts,  and  deacons,  contained  in  it  no- 
thing contrary  to  the  word  of  God  ;  and  that  it  may  law- 
fully fo  be  ufedjand  that  he  himfelf  will  ufe  the  form  in 
the  faid  book  prefcribed,in  public  prayer  and  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  facraments,  and  no  other. 

3.  "  That  he  alioweth  the  book  of  articles  agreed 
upon  by  the  archbifhops  and  bifhops  of  both  provinces, 
und  the  whole  clergy  in  the  convocation  holden  at  Lon- 
don in  the  year  15625  and  that  he  acknowledged!  all  and 

every 
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But  before  I  enter  upon  this  part   of  my" 

tafk,   I  mud  fulfil  the  promiie  I  made  you 

nvith  refpeit  to  thofe  articles  not  confidered 

in  my  former  letter. 

The 

livery  the  articles  therein  contained  (being  in  number  39, 
befides  the  ratification)  to  be  agreeable  to  the  word  of 
God. 

"  We  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  do  willingly 
and  ex  animo  lubfcribeto  the  three  articles,  before-men- 
tioned, and  to  all  things  in  them  contained." 

Excerpta  e  Stat.  Acad.  Cantab,  p.   25. 

II.  The  grace  by  which  fubfcrip-tion  to  thefe  articles  is 
required  of  candidates  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  in 
divinity,  and  ot  doclor  in  each  faculty. 

c<  Jun.  2do,  16 1 3.  Placeat  vobis,  ut  juxta  tenorem 
iitcrarum  a  fereniflimo  rege  Jacobo  miffarum,  hoc  in 
fenatu  decernatur  ;  ut  nullus  in  pofterum  fibi  concefTam 
habeat  gratiam  pro  gradu  baccalaureatus  in  theologia, 
vel  docloratus  in  aliqua  facultate  adipifcendo,  qui 
non  prius  coram  domino  procancelIario9  autejus  depu- 
tato,  tribus  articulis  fc.  regii  primatus,  liturgiae  angli- 
canae,  et  articuloruni  religionis  de  quibus  convenerunt 
archiepifcopi,  et  epifcopi  A.  D.  !  562,  propria  manu  fua 
fubfcripferit.  Et  ut  haec  concffio  veftra  loco  ftatuti 
habeatur,  et  in  libris  procuratorum  infra  decern  dies 
infcribatur. 


TIL  King 
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The  thirty- fourth  article  treats  "  of  the 
traditions  of  the  church  "  You  will  find 
fome  little  obfeurity  in  the  wording  of  this 

article 

III.  Kins:  Tames's  direction  to  the  v.  chancellor  and 
heads  of  houfes  in  the  univerfitv  of  Cambridge,  given 
byhimfelf  to  Dr.  Hills,  v.  chancellor,  &c.  on  De- 
cember 3,  1616,  at  Newmarket. 
'*  His  majefty  fignihed  his  pleafure,  that  he  would 
ft  have  all  that  take  any  degree  in  fchools  to  fubferibe 
"  to  the  three  articles.." 

"  After  fome  other  directions  the  king  ordered, 
"  that  Mr.  v.  chancellor  and  the  two  profeffors  of  di- 
vinity, or  two  of  the  heads  of  houfes,  do  every  Michael- 
mas, when  his  majefty  reforts  into  thefe  parts,  wait 
upon  his  majefty,  and  give  his  majefty  a  juft  account 
how  thefe  his  majefty's  mftructions  are  obferved." 

"  A  copy  of  thefe  directions  written,  or  at  lead 
figned,  by  the  king  himfelf,  was  foon  afterwards  fent  by 
the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  to  the  v.  chancellor  with  the 
following  letter. 

To  the  right  worfhipful  Dr.  Hill,  mafter  of  Catherine- 
hall,  and  v.  chancellor  of  Cambridge. 
"  Good  Mr.  v.  chancellor, 

'•  I  have  fent  you  his  majefty's  hand  to  his  own  di- 
rections, i  think  you  have  no  precedent',  that  ever  a 
king,  firft  with  his  own  mouth,  then  with  his  own 
hand,  gave  fuch  directions;  and  therefore  you  fliall  do 
very  well  to  keep  that  writing  curioufly,  and  the  direc- 
tions religioufly,  and  to  give  his  majefty  a  good  account 

of 
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article,  which,  upon  your  application,  it 
will  become  the  duty  of  your  fupenors  to 
remove  intirely  to  your   fatisfadion,  before 

they 

of  them  carefully ;  which  I  pray  God  you  may  ;  and  fo 
with  my  love  to  yourfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the  heads,  I 
commit  you  to  God.  From  court  this  12th  day  of 
December,  1616. 

Your  very  loving  friend, 

James  Winto n, 
IV.  The  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons  concerning 
the  grace  pafTed  by  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  in  the 
year  1613. 

*'  In  the  year  1640,  upon  the  report  from  the  grand 
committee  of  religion,  it  was  refolved  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  "  that  the  ftatute  made  about  twenty-feven 
years  fince,  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  impofing 
upon  young  fcholars  a  fubfeription  according  to  the 
36th  article  of  the  canons  made  in  the  year  1603,  is 
againft  the  law  and  liberty  of  the  fubject,  and  ought  not 
to  be  prefTed  upon  any  ftudent  or  graduates  whatfoever.'> 
Rufhworth's  Hift.  Coll.  vol.  iv.  p.  149. 

"  The  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  puritans,  after 
citin0"  this  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  takes 
notice,  "  that  about  five  months  forwards  they  pafTed 
the  fame  refolution  for  Oxford  ;  which  was  not  unrea- 
fonable,  becaufe  the  univerfities  had  not  an  unlimited 
power  by  the  36th  canon  to  call  upon  all  their  ffudents 
to  fubferibe,  but  only  upon  fuch  lecturers  or  readers  of 
divinity  whom  they  had  a  privilege  of  licenfing;  and  to 

this 
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they  call  upon  you   to  give  your  unreferved 

Ih.-'-  :t  tO  it. 

Ail  pleafantry  apart  I  do  not  fee  how  it  is 
poiuble  that  you  can  "  bona  fide"  declare,  by 

the 

this  I  conceive,  the  lafr,  words  of  the  canon  refer  ;  "  if 
either  of  the  univerfities  offend  therein,  we  leave  them  to 
the  danger  of  the  law,  and  his  majefty's  cenfure." 

"  And  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  houfe  of  commons  this  year  in  punifhing 
delinquents,  and  all  their  votes  andrefolutions  about  the 
circumftances  of  public  worfnip,  had  no  other  view 
than  the  cutting  offthofe  illegal  additions  and  innovations 
which  the  fuperflition  of  the  late  times  had  introduced, 
and  reducing  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  to  the  ftan- 
dard  of  itatute  law.  No  man  was  punifhed  for  acting 
according  to  law;  but  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  ran 
high  againft  thofe  who,  in  their  public  minifrrations  or 
in  their  eccl'eiiaffical  courts, had  bound  thofe  things  upon 
the  fubject, which  were  either  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  or  about  which  the  laws  were  altogether  filent." 

Neal's  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  665. 

The  frrm  of  a  grace  for  the  removal  of  fubfcription  to 
the  three  articles  contained  in  the  36th  canon. 
"  Placeat  vobis,  ut  illi,  qui  munia  fcholaflica  in  re- 
4C  giis  ftatutis  contenta  expieverint,  in  pofterum  fibi 
"  conceffam  habeant  gratiam  pro  grariu  in  aliqua  fa- 
*'  cultate  fufcipiendo,  etfi  tribus  articulis  in  canonc 
*'  iricefimo  fexto  cornprehenfis  non  fubfcripferint." 

Copy 
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the  fubfeription  of  your  names,  that  the  fir  ft 
and  fecond  books  of  homilies  "contain  a  god- 
ly and  wholefome  doctrine,  and  neceffary  for 

thefe 

Copy  of  a  petition,  figned  by  a  numerous  body  of  un- 
der-graduates,  and  prefented  by  Mr.  Crawford,  fel- 
low-commoner of  Queen's  college,  to  the  rev.  Dr. 
Browne,  mafter  of  Pembroke- hall,  and  vice  chancellor 
of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  on  Tuefday  the  31ft 
of  December,  177'. 

To  the  vice  chancellor  and  fenate  of  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge  ;  the  humble  petition  of  certain  under- 
graduates in  the  faid  univerfity, 

Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners  apprehend  themfelves,  iri 
confequence  of  engagements  entered  into  with  the  uni- 
verfity at  the  time  of  their  admiflion  or  matriculation, 
to  be  under  an  obligation  of  devoting  their  attention  to 
that  courfe  of  ftudies,  which  is  recommended  to  them 
by  their  fuperiors  :  that  they  are  expecled  to  employ 
themfelves  in  the  purfuit  of  natural  and  metaphyseal 
knowledge  ;  to  improve  themfelves  in  moral  philofo- 
phy,  and  to  acquaint  themfelves  with  the  fentiments  and 
language  of  thofe  authors,  who,  in  their  time,  were 
efleemed  the  greatefl  ornaments  of  Greece  and  Rome  ; 
that,  in  confequence  of  this  multiplicity  of  acade- 
mical engagements,  they  have  neither  the  leifure  nor 
the  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the  abilrufer  points 
of  theology  ;  that  they  neverthelefs  find  themfelves  un- 
der a  ncceility  of  declaring  their  unfeigned  affent   to  a 

fet 
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thefe  times,"  unlefs  you  previoufly  read 
them.  Perhaps  there  may  be  fome  difficulty 
in  getting  yourfelves  fupplied  with  copies  of 

thefe 

fetof  theological  propofitions,  ufually  called  <c  the  thir- 
ty-nine articles  of  religion,"  apparently  of  high  argument 
and  great  importance  ;  or  of  fubjec~ting  themfelves  to  a 
repulfe  in  their  petition  for  a  degree,  which  they  have 
endeavoured  to  qualify  themfelves  for,  with  much  trou- 
ble, and  at  no  little  expence  Your  petitioners,  there- 
fore, intreat,  if  fuch  indulgence  can  be  granted  to 
them  without  infringement  of  the  univerfity  flatutes, 
that  they  may  be  releafed  from  the  neceffity  of  teftifying 
their  affent  to  the  aforefaid  propofitions  ;  or,  that  fuch 
timely  afliftance  may  be  afforded  in  their  refpectiye  col- 
leges, as  will  enable  your  petitioners  to  fatisfy  their  con- 
fciences  in  fubferibing  them. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever  pray,  Sec. 

Extracl  from  the  General  Evening-poft,   of  Saturday, 
December  7,  1 7 7 1 . 

Cambridge,  December  6.  A  grace  was  this  day  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  for  excufing  gentlemen  who  were 
candidates  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  from  fub- 
feribing the  thirty-nine  articles.  The  grace  was  una- 
nimously rejected  by  the  caput,  for  the  fame  reafon  as 
before,  "  that  the  univerfity  had  no  power  of  making  fo 
material  a  change  ;  and  that  the  times  were  not  favour- 
able to  fo  great  an  undertaking,  which  required  the 
ilow  and  wife  deliberations  of  the  fupreme  legiflature, 
not  the  partial  determinations  of  a  few  academics." 

P  Extract 
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thefe  hon?'l'e^.  You  have  a  right,  how- 
ever, to  cjemarjd  a  peruia,  of  tiiem.  And 
it  is  the  duty  of  your  iuperiors  to  give  you 

what 


Extras  from  the  Whitehall  Evening-pott,  of  Thurfday, 

Jan.  1 6,   1.772. 

Cambridge,  Jan.  13.  Mr.  Crawford  went  to  the  vice- 
chancellor  to-day.  to  rerjueftan  anfwer  to  the  petition 
of  the  undergraduates,  and  addreffed  him  in  this  manner  : 

"  Mr.  vice-chancellor, 
<c  I  wait  upon  you  again  concerning  the  petition  of 
e<  the  undergraduates,  and  would  beg  to  be  indulged 
"  with  a  few  moments  hearing.  We  have  received  as 
6C  yet  no  direct,  anfwer  to  our  petition,  which,  with 
"  wreat  fubmiflion,  we  think  de'ferves  one.  It  has  been 
"  intimated  to  us,  however,  that  it  is  thought  improper  to 
"  grant  us  our  requeft  at  this  time,  left  thofe  in  autho- 
li  rity  in  the  univerfitv  fhould  be  faid  to  favour  the 
£C  petition  of  the  clergy.  We  have  been  told,  that 
ei  after  that  is  prefented  to  parliament,  we  may  expect 
"  relief.  Our  petition  we  think  to  be  quite  indepen- 
'*  dent  of  the  petition  of  the  clergy.  We  beg  that  our 
di  fubfcription  to  the  article?  may  be  difpenfed  with, 
ct  not  becaufe  we  objecl:  to  any  of  them,  but  becaufe  we 
"  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ftudy  them.  You 
"  muft  confider,  Sir,  that  there  are  fome  who  have  fub- 
"  fcribed  iheir  names,  who  are  to  take  their  degrees  in 
"  a  fjw  days  ;  they  therefore  claim  an  immediate  re- 
"  lief.  The  mod  zealous  advocates  for  the  church  will 
<£  not  impute  to  you  a  defertion  of  its  caufe,  by  granting 
<c  our  requeft;  for  all  mankind,  with  one  voice,  cry  out 
"  againft  the  impolition  we  ipeak  of  as  abfurd  and  ille- 
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what  afliflance  they  are  able,   with  refped 
to  the  proofs  of  thofe  dodrines  which  they 

contain. 

I  have  often  lamented,  that  the  forms  of 
confecrating  bifhops  and  minifters  are  not 
printed  in  every  edition  of  the  book  of  com- 
mon-prayer. In  the  thirty-fixth  article  it  is 
aiTerted,  that  there  is  nothing  either  "  fuper- 
.ftitious  or  ungodly"  in  thofe  forms.  But, 
with  what  confidence  can  you  prefume  to  af- 
fert  this,  by  a  folemn  mbfcrirtion,  when  the 
chances  are  ten  millions  to  one  again  ft  your 
having  feen  them  ?  Read  them  by  all  means, 
I  befeech  yo u .  Vv  hat  opinion  Would  you  form 
of  a  man,  who,  in  the  common  tranfa&ion* 
of  life,  would  venture  to  let  his  hand  to  a 
declaration  of  the  truth  of  a  facl,  which,  for 
any  thing  he  knew  of  the  matter,  may  be 
intirely  and  abfolutely  falfe  ? 

The  authority  of  the   civil  magiltrate  in 

P   2  fpiritual 

"  gal,  which  an  arbitrary  Stuart,  in  the  wanton nefs  of 
"-his  power,  had  pleafed  to  eftablifh.  in  the  univerfity. 
•'  What  anfwer,  Sir,  fn;ll  I  carry  back  to  the  reft  of 
*' the  fubferibers  r"  The  vice-chancellor  then  faid, 
that  "  there  were  many  names  erafed  in  the  petition, 
*l  that  fome  others  were  alfo  willing  to  erafe  theirs,  ?.nd 
"*'  that  he  had  not  power  to  ^r^at  the  petition," 
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Tpiritual  as  well  as  civil  matters,  is,  within 
certain  limits,  unquestionable.  Yet  the  Sub- 
ject deferves  your  attentive  consideration,  as 
the  point  principally  anerted  is  the  negative 
of  papal  jurisdiction,  an  evil  once  of  porten- 
tous magnitude  to  every  (late  in  chriftendom, 
the  very  mention  of  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  always  horrible  to  an  englifh  ear. 

The  thirty- eighth  article  will  not  give  you 
much  trouble.  You  may  however  read 
what  Rogers,  Welchman,  and  Burnet,  fay 
upon  the  occafion. 

The  thirty- ninth  article  certainly  requires 
fome  confi deration.  You  have  heard  of  the 
principles  of  the  people  called  "  quakers" 
relating  to  oaths  Study  your  Bibles  a  little, 
and  the  fathers  of  the  primitive  church,  be- 
fore you  determine  that  their  conduct,  in  this 
inftance,  is  altogether  indefensible. 

The  ratification  is  not  properly  your  con- 
cern :  yet  it  may,  perhaps,  puzzle  heads 
more  learned  in  church  matter?  than  at  pre- 
fent  you  can  boaO,  to  a^gn  the  reafons  why 
it  was  judged  necefTary  that  thefe  thirty -nine 
article?  Should  be  confirmed  by  the  Subscrip- 
tion oS  the  archbifhops  and     ilhops,  in  the 

year. 
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year  1571  ;  and  why  it  is  not  judged  necef- 
fary  that  the  fame  fecurity  ihould  be  given 
by  their  graces  and  their  lordihips  at  this 
day.  I  wifll  the  inferior  clergy  of  1  57  ' ,  had 
alfo  fubferibed  for  their  fuccelfors  and  de- 
fcendents ;  though  perhaps  even  then  fome 
orthodox  divines  might  have  concluded  you 
within  the  obligation;  Adam,  you  know,  hav- 
ing finned  both  for  himfelf  and  his  poi^erity. 
I  am  under  fome  apprehensions  that  you 
may  be  unwilling  to  enter  upon  the  courteof 
ftudy  which  I  have  recommended  in  thefe  let- 
ters ;  and  you  may  plead,  that  there  will  be 
time  enough,  hereafter,  to  read  and  to  reflect 
upon  the  articles  which  you  have  fubferibed 5 
but,  what  opinion  would  you  entertain  of  the 
difcretionof  a  perfon  who  deferred  the  reading 
of  a  bond,  till  after  its  execution  ?  You  would 
have  as  mean  an  opinion  of  the  prudence  of 
the  figner,  as  of  the  honefty  of  the  propofer. 
Confult  your  own  underCandings,  you  will 
fee  that  your  atteiiing  the  confonancy  of  the 
articles,  liturgy,  and  homilies,  with  holy 
fcripture,  -at  your  time  of  life,  will  amount 
to  a  furrender  of  a  very  valuable  right,  viz. 
the  right  of  thinking  for  yourfelves  with  re~ 

P  3  fpe<3 
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fpc(5t  to  points  of  highest  confequence  to  your 
well  being,  into  the  hands  of  men,  who  will 
take  all  proper  opportunities  of  reminding 
you  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  obliga- 
tionsyou  have  entered  into  with  the  church. 
Some  of  you,  perhaps,  may  hereafter  enter 
into  orders,  and  may,  with  the  bed  difpoii- 
tions,  betake  vourfelves  to  the  iludy  of  the 
fcriptures.    You  may  find  the  genuine  doc- 
trines of  thefe  fcriptures  to  be  in  direct  appo- 
rtion to  the  doctrines  you  have  iubfcribed. 
You   may   imagine   that    the   fixth,   or   the 
twentieth  article  of  the  church  will  allow 
you  fome  liberty  of  interpreting  fcripture  for 
vourfelves  j    but,   upon  experience,  you  will 
find  your  hopes  are  vainly  founded.      Your 
brethren,   upon  the  leaft  appearance  of  your 
deferting  from  the  eftablifbed  doctrines,  will 
raife  a  clamour  againit  you.    A  more  impor- 
tunate clamour  will  be  railed  in  your  own 
breads ;  and,  if  you  wim  to  retain  your  in- 
tegrity, you  will,  perhaps,  be  induced  to  re- 
fign  your  preferment  at  an  age,   and  in  cir- 
cumltances,   when  fuch  facriiices  cannot  be 
made  without  fome  anxiety  to  others,  as  well 
as  to  vourfelves, 

Some 
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Some  of  you  may,  perhaps,  hereafter  de- 
vote yourfelves  to  the  profeffion  of  phyfic, 
or  of  law.  In  your  declining  years  you 
may  begin  to  think  a  little  of  that  awful 
hour,  to  which  we  are  every  day  approach- 
ing. You  will  unqueftionably  recur  to  thofe 
interpretations  of  fcriptnre  which  you,  in 
early  life,  fubfcribed.  You  will  place  your 
confidence  in  what  you  have  been  taught  to 
confider,  as  the  religion  of  your  country. 
You  will,  perhaps,  find  thefe  articles  oppofed 
by  the  common-fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind : . 
no  other  hope  remains  -,  each  of  you  will 
have  lived  a  ftranger  to  the  gofpel  doctrines  ; 
you  will  each  of  you  die  a  iiranger  to  its 
confolations. 

Perhaps  fome  of  you  may  be  called  upon 
hereafter,  to  ferve  your  country  in  parlia- 
ment. Advancing  years  may  convince  you 
of  the  abfurdity  of  the  doctrines  you  have 
fubfcribed,  as  the  religion  of  the  land. 
You  will  then  be  tempted  to  look  upon  all 
religions,  as  alike  the  creatures  of  the  ftate; 
and  will  therefore  be  devoid  of  that  fteady, 
pe  -fevering,  marly  fortitude  in  your  country's 
caufe,    which   is  one   of  the  nobleil  virtues 

P  4  to 
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to   which   a    britifh    fenator    can    pombly 
aipire. 

Fut  if,  with  minds  informed  by  a  careful 
education,    you   have    acquired  a  veneration 
for  that  facred  book,  which   holds   forth  a 
religion,  reafonable,  important  and  true ;  be 
not   hafry    in   the   performance    of  an  ac~l, 
which;  for  any  thing  you  know,  may  amount 
to  a  renunciation  of  the  whole.     Study  dili- 
gently   your    Bibles  ;    fludy    diligently    the 
thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church.     Seek  in- 
{truction  from  your  tutors,  when  any  doubts 
arife ;    and  if,  upon  a  careful  inquiry,   you 
{hall,  in  your  confciences,  be  perfuaded,  that 
the  articles  and  homilies  of  the    church  of 
England  are,  all  and  every  of  them,  agreeable 
to  the  word  of  God,  why  then,  in  the  name 
of  God,  fubfcribe  them. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

I  cannot  difmifs  thefe  interening  fub- 
jec>s.  without  offering  fome  further  conli- 
derations  relating  to  the  aiTociation  at  "  the 
Fe 'tiiers,"  and  the  petition  formed  in  confe- 
quence  of  its  meetings. 

A  publication  intitled  the  <(  Chriftian 
Whig,  '  has  lately  appeared,  and  has  been 
fent,  without  the  concurrence,  or  even  know- 
ledge, of  a  tingle  perfon  of  the  aifociation,  to 
every  member  ofthehoufe  of  commons. 

It  is  written  with  good  fenfe,  decency, 
and  candour.  The  writer  declares,  that  he 
has  no  connection  with  the  petitioning  cler- 
gy, and  he  declares  the  truth.  When  he 
fpeaks  of  the  removal  of  all  fubfcription  to 
human  formularies  of  faith  and  doctrine,  he 
fpeaks  the  fentiments  of  the  petitioners  ;  but, 
when  he  pleads  for  the  propriety  of  an  ap- 
plication 

*  [See  "  A  Letter  to  the  members  of  the  honour- 
able houfe  of  commons,  refpecting  the  petition  for 
relief  in  tne  matter  of  fubfcription.  By  a  chriftian 
Whig.  The  fecond  edition.  To  which  is  added,  a 
fecond  letter  relative  to  the  fubfcription  of  graduates  in 
the  univerfities."  J 772.] 
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plication  to  the  bifhops,  he  judges  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  every  perfon  concerned 
in  the  prefent  appeal.  The  gentlemen, 
who  think  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the 
impoftion  of  fubfcriptions,  affect  not  the 
character  of  reformers  of  the  church.  They 
will  appear  in  the  humbler  guife  of  petiti- 
oners for  the  removal  of  a  grievance  feverely 
felt  by  individuals ;  which,  though  it  was 
firft  laid  upon  their  anceftors,  through  the 
intrigues  and  intolerance  of  churchmen,  is 
unhappily  confirmed,  at  prefent,  by  the  law 
of  the  land.  Many  of  the  afTociated  mem^ 
bers  have  reafons  for  believing  that,  with  re- 
fpecl:  to  their  brethren  on  the  bench,  the 
will,  as  well  as  the  powfr,  is  want  ng  to 
afford  them  the  requested  redrefs  ;  and  they 
will  certainly  efteem  a  reference  of  their  cafe 
to  their  lordfhips,  as  a  polite,  though  deci- 
five,  method  of  refuting  their  fuit. 

The  injudicious  friends  of  the  petition 
frequently  exprefs  themfelves  as  if  the  re- 
queft  contained  in  the  petition  would  be 
granted,  by  a  revifal  of  the  articles,  or  a  di- 
minution of  their  number.  But  no  revifal 
is  fought  for  in  the  petition ;  the  favour  fo- 
licited  is    the   disannulling   the  neceflity  of 

fublcrip- 
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fubfcription  to  any  one  ;  and  whether  fuch 
indulgence  can  be  granted,  without  danger 
to  the  it  ate,  is  a  quell  ion  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  honourable  houfe  are  very  able  to 
decide.  Whatever  be  the  event,  the  petiti- 
oners will  never  quit  their  protectant  ground. 

The  affociation  mean,  by  every  legal  and 
juft  method,  to  attempt  the  gaining  of  re- 
drefs  in  the  matter  of  fubfcription  to  human 
formularies  of  faith  and  doctrine.  They 
have  judged,  upon  m  tureft  deliberations, 
a  petition  to  parliament,  and  not  a  petition 
either  to  the  biihops  or  his  majetly,  a 
proper  method  of  obtaining  redrefs ;  and 
with  anxiety  they  wait  for  the  decilion. 
Whatever  fteps  they  may  take  upon  a  re- 
fufal,  I  believe  they  will  never  be  brought 
to  confent  to  an  application  to  the  bench. 

It  is  true,  a  new  tranflation  of  the'Bible,and 
a  revifal  of  the  liturgy  are  much  wanted ; 
but  amendments,  in  either,  fall  not  within 
the  plan  of  the  prefent  petitioners.  All 
mention  of  reformation  in  thefe  points  is 
untouched  in  the  petition-  If  the  bifhops, 
therefore,  moved  by  the  importance  and  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure,  fhould  hereafter  do 
any  thing  in  either  way,  the  members  of  the 
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atfbc^tion,  though  they  would  highly  ap- 
prove their  conduct,  will  by  no  means  inter- 
fere with  them  ;  the  glory  will  be  all  their 
own.  We  have  only,  at  prefent.  to  de-ire 
of  their  lordmips,  that  as  th^y  have  often 
declared  they  are  not  able  to  help  us  in  the 
affair  of  fubfcriptions,  they  will  not  ob'.rucl: 
Our  righteous  endeavours  to  help  ourfelves. 
T  he  fole  requeft  of  the  petitioners  is  very 
plain  and  fimple.  I  will  mention  it  once 
more :  they  beg  to  be  renevcd  from  the  ne- 
ceifity  of  acknowledging  by  fubfeription,  or 
declaration,  the  conformity  of  any  humanly 
devifed  formularies  of  faith  and  doctrine 
to  the  word  of  God.  A  proper  fubfti- 
tute,  if  any  fubititute  be  neceffary,  mud: 
be  left  to  a  wifdom  fuperior  to  their 
own.  Their  meaning  could  not  be  mifta- 
ken,  were  the  worthy  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  to  deliberate  among  themfelves 
a  fmgle  moment,  upon  the  fubject.  A  re- 
viial  of  the  arte  es,  amendments  in  the  li- 
turgy, a  new  tr<m)lation  of  the  Bible,  are, 
though  the  laity  are  alio  interefled,  cer- 
tainly clerical  concerns.  But  the  terms 
upon  which,  in  a  proteflant  country,  the 
clergy  (hould  hold   their  preferments,   the 
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phyfician '  and  civilian  be  allowed  to  prac- 
tife,  are  furely  to  be  regulated  at  the  fole 
difcretion  of  the  flate. 

Yet,  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  the  fol- 
lowing queftion  may  be  alked,  and  indeed 
it  often  has  been  alked  with  triumph,  by  the 
adverfaries  of  the  prefent  attempt. 

Would  you  have  the  church  to  autho- 
rife  and  fend  forth  minifters  and  paftors  a- 
mong  the  people,  without  taking  any  fe- 
curity  of  them  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
their  orbce ;  and,  particularly,  without 
guarding  againft  their  preaching  falfe  and  er- 
roneous doctrines  ?  Already  it  has  been  re- 
plied, and  the  reply  expreffes  the  fentiments 
of  the  learned  and  judicious  Dr.  Clarke, 
that  in  the  office  of  ordination  there  are 
feveral  queftions  put  to  every  prieft,  the 
anfwers  to  which,  feem  to  contain  as  ample 
fecurity  as  any  chriHian  church  can  defire, 
or  can  be  authorifld  to  demand. 

At  the  time  of  ordination,  the  pried:  de- 
clares in  the  moil  folemn  manner, 

i.  That  he  is  perfuaded  that  the  holy 
fcriptures  contain  fumciently  all  dodtrine 
required  of  neceflity  for  eternal  falvation 
through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

2.  That 


(      222      ) 

2.  That  he  has  determined,  by  God's 
grace,  out  of  the  faid  fcriptures  to  irmruct 
the  people  committed  to  his  charge  ;  and 
to  teach  nothing  as  required  of  neceihty  to 
eternal  falvation,  but  that  which  he  fhall 
be  perfuaded,  may  be  concluded  and  proved 
by  the  fcripture. 

3.  That  he  will  ufe  both  public  and 
private  monitions,  as  well  to  the  fick  as  to 
the  whole,  within  his  cure,  as  need  mail 
require,  and  occafion  mall  be  given. 

4.  That  he  will  be  diligent  in  prayers,  and 
in  reading,  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  in 
fuch  ftudies  as  help  the  knowledge  of  the 
fame,  laying  afide  the  itudy  of  the  world 
and  of  the  flefh. 

5.  That  he  will  be  diligent  to  frame 
and  fafhion  his  own  felf  and  his  family  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  of  Chrifr,  and  to 
make  both  hinafe if  and  them,  as  much  as 
in  him  lietb,  wholefome  examples  and  pat- 
terns to  the  flock  of  Chrift. 

6.  That  he  will  mam  tain  and  fet  for* 
wards,  as  much  as  in  him  lieth,  quietnefs, 
peace,  and  love,  among  all  chriftian  people, 
and,  efpecially,  among  thofe  that  are,  or 
mail  be,  committed  to  his  charge. 
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T  O 


SIR    WILLIAM    MEREDITH,  BART, 


Sir, 

The  Writer  of  this  letter  is  one  of  the 
petitioning  clergy,  whofe  caufe  you  lately 
patronized  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  He 
acknowledges,  with  heart-felt  gratitude, 
his  obligations  as  an  individual,  for  the 
zeal  you  fhewed  in  its  fupport:  and  is  fen." 
lible  how  much  the  whole  affociation  is  in- 
debted to  you,  for  your  conduct  on  that 
memorable  night,  when,  with  invincible 
ftrength  of  argument,  and  moft  perfuaiive 
eloquence,  you  maintained  the  unalienable 
right  of  your  fellow- citizens  to  an  unlimit- 
ed exercife  of  private  judgment  in  matters 
of  a  religious  nature ;  and  evinced  the  ab- 
furdity,  as  well  as  impiety,  of  requiring 
from  the  public  teachers  of  the  gofpel,  a 
fubferibed    declaration,    expreflive    of    the 
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agreement  of  certain  human  formularies  of 
faith  and  morals  with  the  truths  contained 
in  holy  writ. 

The  queftion  was  agitated  for  near  nine 
hours,  with  t  Jeereeoj  ferioufnefs  and  atten- 
tion whi.h  fu  ^geited  many  pleafing  reflections. 
to  the  riends  of  religion  ana  their  country. 
And  although  the  ^ontroverfy  was  not  de- 
cided in  our  favour,  yet,  fatisfied  with  re- 
flect to  the  juttice  of  our  caufe,  and  deter- 
mined to  perfevere  in  it,  with  that  decent 
firmnefs  which  accompanies  fuch  convic- 
tion, we  retired  with  the  pleafing  expecta- 
tion, that  your  houfe  might,  upon  a  recon- 
fideration  of  the  fubject,  grant  us  that  re- 
drefs,  which  will  not  be  more  acceptable 
to  us  as  aggrieved  individuals,  than  grateful 
on  account  of  the  connection  which  we 
truft  will  be  found  between  our  fuccefs  and 
the  progrefs  of  that  gofpel,  which,  receiv- 
ing with  willing  hearts  as  the  lalt,  belt,  gift 
of  heaven,  we  are  ever  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge, according  to  the  fcripture-reprefen- 
tation  of  it,  as  the  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice. 

I  have  no  occafion  to  inform  you,  that  an 

opinion 
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opinion  at  one  time  prevailed,  that  our  pe- 
tition was  inadmifiible,  inafmuch  as  it  ap- 
peared to  ftrike  at  a  fundamental  article  of 
the  union  between  the  englifh  and  fcottiih 
kingdoms.  A  pofition,  which,  when  politi- 
cally confidered,  foon  fell  before  the  weight 
of  argument  adduced  againft  it  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  -,  and  is  liable  to  flill  ftron^er 
objections,  in  a  moral  view;  as,  if  acted 
under,  it  mult  for  ever  preclude  the  mi- 
nuted reformation,  although  the  legislature 
were  convinced  of  its  neceffity  ;  and  might, 
eventually,  involve  the  whole  collected  body 
of  the  peoI  le,  in  the  guilt  of  impious  and 
avowed  rebellion  againft  the  majefly  of  hea- 
ven, mould  it  ever  become  a  general  per- 
fualion,  that  the  articles  in  quefiion  are 
elfentially  at  variance  with  the  acknow- 
ledged word  of  God. 

The  ground,  on  which  our  adverfaries  at 
firft  oppofed  us,  being  now  efteerned  no 
longer  tenable,  we  are  informed,  that  we 
have  mot  to  fear,  from  the  prevalence  of  a 
perfuafion,  that  fome  tell,  expreilive  of  the 
fenfe  in  which  we  underftand  the  fcriptures, 
ought  to  be  required  from  the  clerical  part 
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cf  the  eftabliihment  ;  that  fome  bond  or 
center  of  union,  effentially  requifite  in  the 
conititution  of  every  fociety  whatfoever,  is 
therefore  neceffary  to  the  very  exiftence  of 
a  national  church. 

With  the  utmoft  deference  and  refpedl:  to 
your  fuperior  judgment,  I  beg  leave  to 
fuggefl:  fome  hints  to  your  confideration, 
which,  if  purfued  through  all  their  confe- 
quences,  tend  obvioufly  to  invalidate  this 
darling  argument  of  the  adverfaries  of  our 
caufe. 

I  requeft,  however,  that  the  fentiments 
offered  upon  this  interefting  fubject  may  be 
efteemed  as  the  fentiments  of  a  tingle  per- 
fon,  and  not  of  the  afTociation  to  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  belong  If  the  argu- 
ment mall  appear  inconclufive,  the  difgrace 
will  be,  as  indeed  it  ought  to  be,  intirely 
my  own;  but  if  my  reflections  fhall  prove 
of  any  real  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  protef- 
tantifm,  I  fhall  rejoice  in  having,  in  the 
remoteft  manner,  contributed  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  a  defign,  in  which  I  am  with  heart 
and  hand  eno-acred. 

In  the  difcuffion  of  our  queftion,  I  will 

not 
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not  confider  the  clergy  as  forming  a  corpo-* 
ration  constituted  for  a  merely  civil  pur- 
pofe,  the  creature  and  the  fervant  of  the 
ilate;  becaufe  I  find  that  fuch  an  idea  has 
been  judged  offenfive :  I  will  adopt  the 
opinion  of  the  adverfary;  but  will  endea- 
vour to  ufe  more  precifion  in  my  terms. 

Thefe  words,  "  the  church  of  England," 
properly  fignify  the  collective  body  of  that 
part  of  the  people  of  thefe  kingdoms,  who, 
being  baptized  into  its  communion,  out- 
wardly conform  to,  or,  at  leaft,  do  not  for- 
mally diffent  from  its  eftablifhed  difcipiine 
and  worfhip. 

Under  this  idea,  it  might  eafily  be  proved, 
that  the  thirty- nine  articles  of  the  church 
of  England  cannot  form  the  bond  or  cen- 
ter of  union  to  its  members ;  as  but  an  in- 
confiderable  portion  of  the  engliih  people 
have  ever  fubfcribed,  or  in  any  way  aflented 
to  thefe  articles,  and  a  flill  fmaller  portion 
can  be  faid  to  underftand  them. 

The  aforefaid  words  have  been  alfo  ufed 
to  denote  the  eftablifhed  clergy  of  thefe  king- 
doms. But,  in  ftritf:  propriety  of  fpeech, 
the  eftabhlhed  clergy,   either  collectively  or 
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reprefentatively  taken,  do  not  conftitute  the 
church  of  England;  but,  feparateiy  confix 
dered,  they  are  either  rulers,  minifters,  or 
teachers  in  that  church. 

However,  as  our  adverfaries  are  frequently 
inclined  to  confider  the  church  as  a  fet  of 
chriflian  minifters,  aftbciated  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  diffufing  the  pure  religion  of  the 
o-ofpel,  voluntary  in  its  firft  formation,  but, 
at  length,  on  account  of  pub'ic  utility,  allied 
to  and  fupported  by  the  flate,  we  will  meet 
them  on  the  ground,  which  themfelves  have 
occupied,  and  accede  to  the  definition,  by 
which  they  feem  determined  to  abide. 

To  the  existence  and  continuance  of 
fuch  a  fociety  feme  bond,  or  center  of  union 
is  required.  This  pofition  will  be  allowed 
in  its  unlimited  extent. 

But  a%  queftion  arifcs  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  this  bond  of  union.  In  this  point 
indeed  we  (hall  differ  very  widely. 

In  order  that  our  mental  fight  may  be 
nreferved  as  clear  as  poftible  from  the  fuf- 
fuiions  of  prejudice,  let  us  turn  a  moment 
from  the  church,  in  which  the  queftion  of 
the  right  and  expediency  of  fubfcriptions 

is 
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is  to  be  tried,  and  examine  into  thofe  pru- 
dential maxims,  adopted  in  all  lbcieties 
whatever;  thofe  maxims  I  mean,  which, 
being  the  refult  of  human  wifdom,  furnifh 
the  members  of  each  incorporation  with 
the  means  of  effecting  the  purpofe  of  its 
inftitution. 

A  number  of  men,  defirous  of  accom- 
plishing fome  purpofe  of  acknowledged 
importance,  combine  themfelves  into  a  fo- 
cietv,  in  order  that  united  wifdom  and 
ilrength  may  produce,  what  the  (kill  and 
power  of  them  fingly,  would  not  be  able 
to  effect. 

In  fuch  a  cafe,  the  end  and  deiign  of  the 
afTociation  mould  be  expreffed  in  terms  the 
moll  perfpicuous  and  precife,  which  hu- 
man language  can  afford;  as  every  perfon 
of  a  fociety  merely  voluntary,  who  forms 
not  a  juft  and  accurate  conception  of  its 
deiign,  is  only  nominally  a  member,  or,  in 
other  words,  no  member  at  all. 

Let  us,  for  inflance,  fuppofe  that  a  fet 
of  gentlemen  aflbciate  for  the  purpofe  of 
promoting  philofophical  inquiry.  To  in- 
form   the   minds   of   men   in   every   well- 
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authenticated  philofophic  fact}  to  enlarge 
the  fphere  of  human  comprehenfion,  with 
refpect  to  the  knowledge  of  nature  and  her 
operations,  would  be  the  end  or  defign  of 
fuch  fociety. 

This  defign  mould  be  expreffed  in  terms 
fo  clear,  that  each  perfon  might  perceive, 
that,  upon  admifTion,  he  laid  himfelf  under 
an  obligation  to  join  with  his  aflbciates  in 
promoting,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  ability,  the 
fludy  of  philoibphy,  and  in  diffuiing  the 
light  of  fcience  thence  refulting,  among 
the  various  ranks  and  orders  of  the  ftate. 

But  further  precifion  is  necerlary  in  our 
inquiry.  Though  a  perfect  comprehenfion 
be  acquired  of  the  defign  of  the  fociety,  yet, 
it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  its  defign  is  not 
the  fame,  and  therefore  by  no  means  to  be 
confounded  with  its  bond  of  union,  or  with 
thofe  rules  of  conduct,  by  which  it  hopes  to 
accompiiih  its  defign. 

A  bond  of  union,  when  taken  from  its 
primary  fignirication  of  a  bond  uniting 
things  material,  and  applied  to  rational 
beings,  is  ufed  to  denote  that  principle, 
which    connects    them   clofely   with   each 
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other,  and  obliges  them  to  concur  in  en- 
deavouring the  accompiifhment  of  their 
purpofe. 

In  the  prefent  inflance,  it  mull  fignify  a 
folemn  obligation  or  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  contracting  parties,  under  the 
forfeiture  of  honour  or  of  fubflance,  ho- 
neflly  and  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  va- 
rious trufts  which  may  be  repofed  in  them; 
and  to  promote,  by  all  juft  and  legal  me- 
thods, the  laudable  end  of  their  aflbciation. 

The  meafures,  whereby  the  members 
may  bed  promote  this  end,  muft  be  left  to 
be  fuggeiled  by  individuals,  and  decided 
upon  by  the  fociety,  as  exigencies  demand. 
As  in  the  cafe  before  us,  doubts  may  arife 
whether  philofophic  knowledge  may  be  bell 
promoted  by  the  ufeof  the  fynthetic  or  ana- 
lytic method  of  inilruclion.  Or,  a  quef- 
tion  may  be  moved,  whether  there  is  not  a 
probability  that  its  bounds  will  be  more 
enlarged  by  propofing  premiums,  without 
any  limitation  whatfoever,  as  incentives  to 
indufiry  and  invention,  in  every  branch  of 
ufeful  fcience,  than  by  expending  an  equal 
(um,  in  inculcating  what  is  already  fuppofed 

t© 


(     234    ) 

to  he  dl (covered,  under  the  immediate  view 
of  perlbns  appointed  by  the  fociety  itfelf. 

The  modes  of  procedure  embraced  by 
the  fociety,  in  coniequence  of  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  fuch  queftions,  form  its  refolutions; 
which  are  carefully  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
its  main  deiign  and  bond  of  union.  Its  refo- 
lutions  may  be  changed  at  pleafare.  But 
while  its  defign  remains  the  fame,  and  its 
bond  of  union  firm  and  unfhaken,  on  ac- 
count of  the  untainted  honour  of  its  mem- 
bers, the  fociety  will  ftill  fubfift,  and,  from 
fuch  changes,  frequently  derive  an  increafe 
of  authority,  influence,  and  ftrength. 

Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  this  fociety,  at 
a  certain  period,  either  apprehenfive  of  the 
power  of  enemies,  interefted  in  its  deftiuc- 
tion,  or  deiirous  of  extending  its  influence, 
mould  apply  to  parliament  for  affiilance 
and  fupport-  or,  that  the  king,  of  his  own 
mere  motion,  fhould  grant  a  charter,  with 
fuch  privileges  and  immunities,  as  may  en- 
able the  aflbciated  members  with  greater 
eafe  to  accomplifh  their  deiign. 

As  the  parties  concerned  in  the  donation 
of  authority,  or  fubftance,  have  a  right  or 

defining 
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defining  the  conditions,  on  which  they  grant 
their  favours,  it  is  probable,  that,  upon  the 
grant  of  fuch  patronage,  the  king  or  par- 
liament  would  found  a  claim  of  advifing, 
and,  in  fome  inftances,  of  directing, the  mea- 
fures  proper  to  be  purfued.     But  this  inter- 
ference could  work  no  alteration,  either  in 
the  defign  of  the  fociety,  or  the  nature  of  its 
bond.     Nay,  i'hould  any  cafe  arife  wherein 
fuch  interference  appeared  to  the  members 
fubveri  ve  of  the  fociety's  defign,  they  would 
be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  bond  of  union, 
if  they  did  not  humbly  remonftrate  againft 
the  imposition :  but,  in  every  inftance,  where 
the  meafure  advifed  does  not  run  counter 
to  the  grand  purpofe  of  the  afibciation,  nor 
lays   the   members    under  a   temptation   to 
defert  their  charge,  they  are  juftified  in  fub- 
mitting  to  any  regulations,   propofed  by  a 
power,  from  whence  the  fociety  derives  au- 
thority,  dignity,  and  fupport. 

The  objections  of  prejudice  will  now 
begin  to  operate,  as  the  inferences  intended 
to  be  drawn  irom  the  preceding  reflections 
can  no  longer  be  concealed.  We  will  there- 
fore change  at  once  the  object  of  our  confi- 
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deration?  by  the  fubftitution  of  a  finglc 
word;  and,  inftead  of  reprefenting  the  cafe 
of  a  fociety  ornied  for  the  purpofe  of  ad- 
vancing philofophical  knowledge,  fuppofe  it 
to  be  initituted  with  a  deiign  of  promoting 
and  fp reading  gofpel  truth. 

Each  individual,  who  is  a  believer,  cer- 
tainly has  it  in  his  power,  by  various  ways, 
to  promote  either  the  knowledge,  or  the 
practice  of  the  religion  of  jefus.  But  it  is 
very  rationally  concluded  that  he  may  do  it 
with  flill  greater  erfcacy,  if  he  acts  in  con- 
cert with  men,  who  are  finnlarly  inclined 
with  himfelf. 

An  affociation  is  therefore  formed,  with  a 
profeffed  intention  of  promoting  the  know- 
ledge and  practice  of  chriftianity,  by  the 
perfonal  labours  of  the  individuals,  who 
{hall,  from  time  to  time,  compofe  it. 

The  information  and  improvement  of 
our  fpecies  in  the  genuine  principles  of 
chriftian  knowledge,  and  the  advancement 
of  the  caufe  of  piety  and  virtue,  conftitute 
the  proper  end  and  deiign  of  this  fociety. 

The  members  of  this  affociation  more- 
over bind  themfelves,  by  a  folemn  engage- 
ment, 
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Ihent,  never  to  falfify  or  to  defert  their  truft  j 
but,  on  the  contrary,  to  promote  the  lau- 
dable purpofe  of  their  institution  to  the  ut- 
moil  extent  of  their  abilities  and  power. 

They  engage,  for  inftance,  in  the  moil 
folemn  and  public  manner,*  to  be  diligent 
in  the  ftudy  of  all  facred  learning,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  able  rightly  to  divide  the 
word  of  God,  and,  with  the  (•  rongeit  powers 
of  permaiion,  to  preach  it  to  the  people. 

They  profefs  that  they  will  ufe  both  pub- 
lic and  private  monitions,  as  well  to  the  fick 
as  to  the  whole,  within  their  care,  as  need 
mall  require,  and  occanon  mail  be  given. 

They  declare  that  they  will  be  diligent 
to  frame  both  themfelves  and  families  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel,  and  to 
make  both  themfelves,  and  thofe  with  whom 
thev  ihall  be  in  any  way  connected,  as  much 
as  in  them  lieth,  wholefome  examples  and 
patterns  to  the  flock  of  Chrift. 

This  engagement,  viz.  an  engagement  to 
be  honefl  and  fincere,  and  zealous  in  the  exe- 
cution 

*  See  the  que&ions  propofed   to  the  candidates    for 
the  priefthood,  in  the  office  of  ordination. 
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cution  of  their  charge,  may,  with  the  utmofl 
propriety,  be  faid  to  constitute  their  "  facra-» 
mentum,"or  their  bond  of  union. 

Our  next  inquiry  mull  be  concerning  the 
meafures,  which  fuch  voluntary  fociety  em' 
braces,  in  the  various  periods  of  its  exigence; 
concerning  thofe  maxims,  and  rules  of  con- 
duct, by  the  help  of  which,  it  is  enabled  to 
effect  its  purpofe. 

Thefe  meafures  and  maxims  mud  be  va- 
rious, according  to  the  various  exigencies 
of  the  times. 

It  may  poflibly  appear  an  advifeable  mea- 
fure  in  the  fociety,  to  fet  apart  a  certain  por- 
tion of  their  common  flock,  as  a  fund  for 
the  education  of  youth  in  fuch  ftudies,  as 
may  belt  prepare  them,  for  the  due  difcharge 
of  the  mini  -erial  functions . 

The  mode  of  this  education,    the  nature 

of  the  qualifications   for  the   miniOry,  and 

the  manner  of   afcertaining   the  knowledge 

and  moral  character  of  the  candidates,   are 

considerations   of  the  utmoit.   coniequence; 

and,    therefore,   mould  be   fubmitted  to  the 

management  of  thofe  members  in  the  fociety, 

who  are  eminent  for  abilities,  probity,    and 

learning. 

A*. 


f   239   ) 

As  I  fuopofe  that  the  prefiding  perfons  m 
this  focietj  are,  in  their  o  .  n  minds,  perfuad- 
ed,  that  the  religion  of  the  gofpel  came  pure 
and  perfect  from  the  perfons  who  were  di- 
vinely commiT?  oned  to  declare  it  to  the 
world  j  it  is  to  be  imagined,  that  they  will 
recommend  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  the  new  Teflament,  as 
a  proper  courfe  of  ftudy,  and  propofe  fuch 
regulations,  as  may  tend  to  exhibit  the  reve- 
lation of  heaven,  pure  and  uncorrupted,  to 
their  fellow-creatures.  They  will  be  in- 
duced to  adopt  fuch  a  mode  of  conduct,  not 
only  upon  an  idea  of  the  beneficial  tenden- 
cies of  truth,  confidered  without  relation  to 
its  author,  but  alio  upon  the  full  conviction, 
that  this  religion  contains  promifes,  the 
accomplishment  of  which  can  only  be  ex- 
pected upon  the  performance  of  thofe  con- 
ditions, which  God,  and  not  man,  hath  pro- 
poied  to  our  obfervance. 

An  hint  is  fuggefted  by  fome  individuals, 
that  a  fubfcription  importing  acquiefcence  in 
a  fet  of  doctrines,  efpouled  by  men  of  ac- 
knowledged probit  ■  and  learning,  and  by  them 
maintained  to  be    fcripture  doctrines,  may 

greatly 
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greatly  promote  the  end  the  fociety  has  in 
view,  viz.  the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  in 
its  prima? val  purity.  And,  in  fupport  of 
this  opinion,  it  is  urged,  that,  on  account  of 
the  united  wifdom  of  the  fociety  being  em- 
ployed in  the  fabrication  of  fuch  articles,  or 
formularies  of  faith  and  doctrine,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  gofpel  might  be  more  promot- 
ed, by  the  fubmiffion  of  the  preacher  to 
fuch  a  directory,  than  if  he  were  indulged 
in  the  unlimited  power  of  declaring  to  the 
people,  whatever  doctrines,  himfelf  fhall  be 
perfuaded,  are  contained  in  the  books  of 
holy  writ. 

But  the  expediency  of  fuch  a  meafure  may 
be  juftly  quenioned.  And  indeed  it  has 
been  frequently  and  ably  fhewn,  that  it 
directly  tends  to  fubftitute,  both  in  the 
mind  of  the  preacher,  and  of  thofe  who  hear 
him,  the  precarious  doctrines  and  inventions 
of  men,  in  the  place  of  that  word  which 
God  revealed;  that  if  fuch  fubfcription  be 
abfolute,  it  precludes  the  cxercife  of  private 
judgment,  and  deprives  us  of  thofe  advan- 
tages which  may  be  the  refult  of  more  careful 
inquiry,  or  the  produce  of  the  labour  of  ma- 

turer 
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turer  years  ;   that  if  the  emoluments,  whicji 
are  allotted  as  ftipendiary  confiderations  for 
our  miniflerial  fervices,    cannot  be  enjoyed 
without  fuch   fubferiptions,  the  profpect  of 
the  advantage  will  be  a  temptation  to  infin- 
cerity    and  prevarication  to  thofe  perfons, 
who,  in  honour,  honefty,  and  every  kind  of 
virtue,  mould  be  enfamples    of  their  flock  ; 
that  if  the  terms,  in  which  the  fubfcription 
be  made,  are  ambiguous,  or  imply  a  certain 
limitation,  fuch  fubfcription  will  be  either 
nugatory  or  enfnaring  ;  that  a  fubfcription 
to  human  articles,    fo  far  forth  as  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  is  in  fact  no 
fubfcription   at   all  ;   and  that  every  lawful 
end,  propofed   by    fuch  expedients,   may  be 
effected  by  a  fubfcription  to  the  fcriptures  ; 
the  only  meafure,    of  this  kind,    worthy   of 
being  adopted  in  a  fociety,  which  is  diftin- 
guimed  from  fome  others    by  an  opinion, 
that  the  canonical  books  of  the  old  and  new 
Teftament  are  a  fufficient  rule  of  chriflian 
faith  and  practice. 

The  danger  therefore  of  prevarication  in 
acceding  to  fuch  fubfcription ;  the  limita- 
tion of  the  exercife  of  private  judgment, 
from  whence   fuch  beneficial  confequences 
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have  always  flowed ;  the  too  probable  in* 
creafe  of  that  intolerant  fpirit,  which  pre- 
vails, more  or  lefs,  in  a|mo(l  every  fociety  of 
a  religious  nature,  and  mull  be  nourimed  by 
any  extraordinary  in  fiance  of  refpecl  which 
is  paid  to  opinions  merely  human  ;  the  diffU 
culty  of  obtaining  a  review  of  doctrines,  how- 
ever palpable  their  abfurdity,  when  they  have 
once  been  received  within  the  pale  of  an 
eftablifhment  ;  fhould  induce  the  fociety  to 
reject  a  meafure,  which,  were  it  to  be  fup- 
poled  that  the  doctrines  in  queflion  could 
accord  with  the  general  fentiments  of  its 
prefent  members,  might  flill  diflrefs  fuc- 
ceeding  generations ;  may  eventually  defeat 
the  very  defign  of  the  focietv's  inflitution  ; 
or,  even  render  worfe  than  ufelefs  the  labours 
of  the  perfons  who  compofe  it. 

But  I  mud  again  aflert,  that  neither  a 
confent  in  opinion,  with  refpect  to  articles 
of  faith  and  doctrine-,  nor  fubfcription  to 
them,  were  it  invariably  infilled  upon  by 
the  fociety  on  admiffion,  and  every  other 
extraordinary  occafion,  can,  with  propriety, 
be  faid  to  conftitute  its  bond  of  union. 
Such  bond,  like  the  "  facramentum"  of  the 
roman  foldier,  or  of  the  early  chriftians,  ac- 
cording. 
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cording  to  Pliny's  delineation  of  their  con-» 
ftitution,  can  only  be  interpreted,  as  a  fecu- 
rity  for  the  conftancy,  fidelity,  and  other 
moral  virtues,  of  the  perfon  who  accedes  to 
it,  an  affurance  of  his  ftedfaft  purpofe  to 
promote  the  chriftian  caufe ;  and,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  confounded  with  any  parti- 
cular meafure  of  advancing  it. 

Whatever  therefore  may  be  the  conduct 
of  the  fociety :  whether  it  advjfes  or  pre- 
fcribes  fubmifiion  to  the  fcripture  only,  a 
deference  to  tradition,  or,  a  fubfcription  to  a 
fet  of  articles  explanatory  of  fcripture  :  it  is 
my  firm  perfuafion,  that  fuch  fubmimon, 
fuch  deference,  or  fuch  fubfcription,  how- 
ever recommended  or  enforced,  forms  not, 
as  our  adverfaries  would  inlinuate,  the  bond 
or  center  of  its  union. 

And,  that  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine 
articles  is  not  confidered  in  this  light,  by  the 
laws  and  canons  of  our  church,  is,  I  think, 
apparent  from  the  following  interefting  fad. 

The  bifhops,  at  their  confecration,  lay 
themfelves  under  a  folemn  obligation,  faith- 
fully to  difcharge  the  functions  of  their 
office ;  but  they  do  not  again  fubfcribe  the 
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articles  in  queftion  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
rulers  and  governors  of  the  fociety,  who, 
in  confequence  of  their  extenfive  influence, 
are  molt  able  to  defeat  its  defign,  and  in 
confequence  of  their  more  frequent  inter- 
courfe  with  the  powers  of  this  world,  are  un- 
der a  flronger  temptation  than  any  of  their 
brethren,  to  proftitute  that  influence  to  un- 
worthy purpofes,  enter  upon  their  impor- 
tant trufr,  without  being  called  upon  to  de- 
clare their  approbation,  of  what  is  termed 
its  bond. 

If  it  be  pleaded,  that  they  muft  frequently 
have  fubferibed  thefe  articles  before  their 
elevation  ;  it  is  anfwered,  that  if  a  fingle 
fubfeription  be  fufficient,  it  is  abfurd  to  re- 
quire a  reiteration  of  this  fecurity  from 
every  other  clergyman  upon  appointment  to 
a  benefice,  or  elevation  to  a  poll:  of  dignity 
and  power.  If,  in  defence  of  fuch  requifi- 
tion,  it  is  urged,  that  upon  entrance  into 
office,  die  perfon,  intruded  with  a  charge, 
fliould  openly  declare,  that  his  fentiments, 
with  Fefpe£t.  to  doftrine,  are  the  fame,  as 
when  he  firft  fubferibed,  there  is  a  greater 
propriety,  furely,  in  his  giving  this  fecurity, 

when 
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when  raifed  to  the  height  of  ecclefiaftical 
authority.  Upon  entrance  into  a  civil 
office,  we  are  careful  to  remind  each  candi- 
date for  inferior  honours  and  difiinctions,  of 
the  nature  of  his  truft.  We  neglect  not 
alfo  to  exact  dill  more  exprefs  affurances  of 
fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  effentials  of 
the  conftitution,  from  him,  who,  once  a 
fubject,  is  become  a  king.  A  conclufion 
follows  of  the  mod  important  kind.  Ei- 
ther the  articles  of  the  church  of  England 
are  not  to  be  confidered,  as  forming  the  ei"- 
fence  of  our  eccleiiaflical  conftitution,  or, 
upon  the  idea,  that  a  reiterated  iubfcriptioii 
to  them,  is  with  propriety  required,  the 
biihops  mould  by  no  means  be  excufed. 

I  mall  now  inquire  what  alterations 
would  enme,  in  cafe  the  king  or  parliament 
mould  be  induced  to  lend  their  awful  name 
and  fanctions  \  and  thus  afford  to  the  fociety 
the  acceffion  of  an  external  ftrength. 

In  the  firh:  place,  it  is  clear  that  the  in- 
terference of  parliament  will  not  alter  the 
nature  of  the  fociety's  defign.  The  fociety 
was  instituted  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
knowledge  and  the  practice  of  the  gofpeh 

P.   3  Parlia- 
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Parliament,  fenfible  of  the  great  advantage 
which  may  be  derived  to  the  community 
from  fuch  knowledge,  and  fuch  practice, 
arms  its  members  with  a  power,  and  fup- 
plies  them  with  an  influence,  fuperior  to  what 
they  before  enjoyed.  But  although,  from 
the  fupport  communicated  to  the  ibciety, 
by  a  donation  of  temporal  pofleffions,  or 
the  grant  of  exclufive  privileges,  a  right  be 
confefledly  gained  to  parliament,  of  direct- 
ing its  meafures,  and  recommending  rules 
and  orders  to  its  obfervance j  yet  parliament 
cannot,  without  the  greateit  injuftice  and 
impiety,  prefcribe  fuch  rules  of  action,  as 
obvioufly  impede  the  progrefs  of  that  know- 
ledge, which  the  fociety  was  inflituted  to 
promote;  and  therefore,  if,  through  the 
•connivance  or  neglect  of  former  guardians 
of  the  ftate,  any  deviation  from  the  original 
intention  of  the  focietv,  mould  have  received 
the  temporary  fanction  of  the  legiflature,  a 
fucceeding  legiflature  mould  attend  to  every 
iufc  remonflrance,  which  points  out  fuch 
deviation,  and,  by  one  decifive  law,  bring 
back' the  ecclefiaftical  conflitution  to  its  pri- 
mitive iimplicity  of  purpofe. 

And 
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And  parliament  will  be  induced  to  fuch 
a.  refolution,  upon  this  further  confidera- 
tion  j  that,  as  the  only  reafon  to  be  affigned 
for  its  interference  is  a  perfuafion,  that  ffom 
the  knowledge  and  the  practice  of  the  gof- 
pel,  ablefllng  will  be  derived  upon  the  peo- 
ple, this  expectation  will  be  furely  fruftrated, 
if  the  public  treafure  be  expended  in  fup- 
port  of  a  religion  merely  human,  in  fup- 
port  of  doctrines  drawn  up,  perhaps,  in  dia- 
metric oppoiition  to  the  word  of  God. 

But,  if  the  interference  of  parliament 
ought  not  to  work  an  alteration  on  the  fo- 
ciety's  defign,  not  all  the  parliaments  in 
Europe  can  eifect  an  alteration  in  its  bond. 
Laws  may  injoin  the  form  of  words,  in 
which  the  obligation  is  expreffed  j  may 
prefcribe  the  ceremonies,  with  which  it  is 
declared  -,  but  its  intrinfic  nature  is  not  al- 
tered by  thefe  contingent  circumftances. 
Its  efience  mud  confifl  in  an  *'  ex  animo" 
declaration,  that  the  admitted  member  will 
labour  to  promote  the  grand  deHgn  of  the 
fociety,  viz.  the  knowledge  and  the  practice 
of  the  gofpel,  with  fidelity,  constancy,  and 
zeal. 

R  4  But, 


(     H8     ) 

But,  notwithftanding  the  interference 
which  I  have  now  fuppofed,  it  may  be  pro- 
per, that  the  fociety,  with  refpect  to  many 
of  its  meafures,  mould  be  left  to  be  guided 
by  its  own  difcretion.  And  this  upon  the 
idea,  that  it  is  below  the  dignity  of  legifla- 
ture  to  direct  all  the  movements  of  each 
fubordinate  corporation.  And  therefore  the 
fociety,  or  its  rulers,  as  long  as  the  civil 
rights  of  the  fubject  are  not  invaded  by  their 
private  refolutions,  will  probably  be  in- 
dulged in  prefcribing  the  means  of  afcer- 
t3i;iing  the  quantity  of  knowledge,  and  mo- 
ral qualifications,  of  afpirants  to  the  miniltry. 
But  it  mould  always  be  with  this  exprefs 
limitation,  that  they  prefume  not  to  pre- 
fcribe  any  other  qualifications  as  effential 
requilites  for  admiffion,  except  competency 
of  learning,  and  proper  teftimonial  of  the 
morals  of  the  candidate.  His  declaration. 
of  his  intention  to  promote  the  defign  of 
the  fociety,  and  expreiTed  refolution  of  iub- 
mitting  to  its  juft  and  legal  difcipline,  is 
the  only  fecurity  he  can  give  with  honour,  is 
the  only  fecurity  which  the  rulers  of  th« 
church  mould  be  authorized  to  require. 

Yet 
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Yet,  fad  experience  (hews,  that,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  univerfal  appetite  for  domi- 
nion,  fo  apparent  in  the  human  fpecies,  the 
governors   in   this  clerical  fociety  will,  from 
time  to  time,  be  induced  to  ftep  beyond  the 
line  of  lawful  power :    and    will    labour   to 
impofe   their  own   interpretations  and  opi- 
nions upon  fucceeding  members   of  the  Co- 
cietv,  inftead  of  fimply  injoining  them   to 
promote  the  nobler  purpofe  of  its  inftitu- 
tion.     Such    innovations,    however,    mould 
be  attended  to,  and  oppofed,  in  their  earlieft 
rife ;    and,    whenever  difcovered,    be  cor- 
rected by  the  aid  of  parliamentary  vifitation. 
Other  wife  they  may  gain  fuch  firength  as 
to  become  incorporated  with  every   act  of 
the  fociety,  until,  at  length,  fuch  is  the  na- 
tural  progrefs  of  religious  defpotifm,  they 
are  eflablifhed,  as  we  this  day  deplore,  by 
the  force  of  laws.     Nay,  are  even  confidered 
as    fundamental  principles,    in   treaties  and 
conventions  between  flates. 

The  foregoing  reflections  have  a  reference 
to  the  minifters  of  the  church  of  Enp-land, 
fo  far  as  they  are  confidered  in  the  light  of 
licenfed  preachers  of  the  gofpel*     The  con- 

ciufionJ 
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clufions  which  flow  from  them  I  will  now 
comprize  in  a  few  words. 

Firfl.  The  advancement  of  thofe  doc- 
trines, which  are  contained  in  articles  and 
confefiions  framed  by  man's  device,  cannot, 
with  decency,  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  avowed 
defign  of  any  religious  protectant  fociety, 
further  than  fuch  articles  agree  with  the 
written  word  of  God.  And  therefore,  the 
promoting  the  knowledge  and  pra&ice  of 
that  word,  independent  of  its  harmony  with 
any  fyftem  of  opinions  whatfoever,  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  the  great,  and  indeed  the  only, 
aim  of  the  eftablifhed  clergy  of  this  king- 
dom. 

Secondly.  No  articles  or  confeflion  of 
faith  whatever,  whether  conceived  in  human 
or  even  fcriptural  terms,  can  be  the  bond  or 
center  of  union  to  a  fociety  of  chriftian  mini- 
flers.  Their  only  bond  mud  be,  an  obliga- 
tion, faithfully,  refolutely,  and  zealouily,  to 
promote  the  knowledge  of  God's  law  to  the 
bed  of  their  underflanding  and  ability,  to 
exert  each  faculty  in  the  investigation  of  his 
will,  and  every  power  of  perfuaiion  in  re- 
commending  the   practice   of   it    to  their 

hearers. 

And 
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And  thirdly.  Although  it  is  allowed, 
that  in  every  fociety,  whether  fupported  by 
private  contributions  or  parliamentary  patro- 
nage, there  is  veiled  fome where  a  right  of 
defining  the  conditions,  upon  the  perform- 
ance of  which,  its  acting  members  mail  be- 
come intitled  to  thofe  emoluments,  which 
are  allowed  as  flipendiary  confiderations  for 
their  fervices;  yet,  it  muffc  be  both  abfurd 
and  iniquitous  in  this  fociety,  to  prefcribe 
fuch  meafures  of  conduct,  as  tend  to  defeat 
the  very  end  of  its  inftitution :  and  if  its 
avowed  purpofe  be  to  promote  chriftian 
knowledge  and  chriftian  practice,  that  is 
to  fay,  to  promote  the  progrefs  of  a  reli- 
gion confeifedly  divine,  nothing  furely  can 
be  more  immediately  fubverfive  of  its  de- 
fign,  than  to  require  from  each  candidate 
for  adiniffion  an  "  ex  ammo"  aifent  to  a  fet 
of  articles,  expreUve  of  the  fcnk  of  one 
particular  fed  or  age  :  as  fuch  meafure  muft 
unavoidably  perpetuate  thofe  traditional  er- 
rors, which  the  focietv  was  inftituted  to 
remove;  and  inftead  of  diituiing  gofpel  light, 
may  fpreid  one  uniform  gloom  of  intellec- 
tual and  moral  darknefs,  over  every  fucceed- 
ing  generation. 

In 
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In  this  inquiry  into  the  right  and  expe- 
diency of  requiring  fubfcriptions  from  a  na- 
tional clergy,  I  have  confidered  them  as 
forming  a  dirlinc!  corporation  from  that 
general  affembly,  in  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed to  minifter ;  and  therefore  by  no 
means  as  pofleffed  of  an  exclufive  title  to 
the  name  and  privileges  of  the  englifh 
church.  The  clergy  indeed  have  frequently 
been  confidered  as  the  church  of  England, 
but  I  think  errbneoiiftyj  clergymen,  iingly 
taken,  are  only  licenfed  preachers,  and 
perfons  who  hold  fome  poft  or  facerdotal 
office  in  the  church ;  and,  collectively  con- 
fidered, form  nothing  more  than  a  particu- 
lar corporation,  endowed  with  fuch  emolu- 
ments and  privileges,  as  are  mod  likely  to 
render  them  of  general  ufe.  A  chriftiaft 
church,  in  fcripture,  and  indeed  in  com- 
mon acceptation,  is  an  affembly  of  perfons 
met  together  for  the  purpofe  of  expreffing 
the  religious  affections  of  their  hearts  to 
the  almighty,  and  of  improving  in  the 
knowledge  of  his  will,  as  revealed  by  his 
fon.  Every  fociety  which  confiits  of  per- 
fons who  believe   in   the  divine   minion   of 

Jems, 
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Jefus,  and  meet  together  for  the  aforefaid 
purpofes,  is  a  chriftian  church.  Under 
this  idea,  the  paftor  and  the  flock  are  abfo- 
lutely  upon  a  level,  and  jointly  may  decree 
thofe  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  they,  from 
time  to  time,  (hall  judge-  will  tend  rnoft.  to 
edification ;  they  may  enact  whatever  regula- 
tions they  think  proper,  provided  they  do  not 
trefpafs  on  the  temporal  property,  or  civil 
liberty  of  the  fubjeet,  nor  claim  to  them- 
felves,  or  to  their  pallors,  whether  congre- 
gated by  prelates,  popes,  or  kings,  the 
exercife  of  an  "  authority  in  controverfies  of 
faith."  I  will  further  obferve,  that  what- 
ever be  the  internal  polity  of  a  church,  pro- 
feiTing  faith  in  Chriii,  its  lay  members  are 
guilty  of  the  greateft  folly,  provided  they 
be  really  deflrous  of  improvement  in  God's 
word,  if,  by  the  requifition  of  any  expla- 
natory articles  whatever,  they  lay  their  lec- 
turers under  a  temptation  of  declaring  from 
the  pulpit,  other  doctrines,  than,  what  fuch 
lecturers  fhall  themfelves  be  perfuaded,  are 
ftrictlv  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God. 
They  mould  rather  bind  them,  by  the 
ftrongeft -obligations,  to  utter  nothing  except 

what 
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what  they  are  convinced  is  conformable  to 
eternal  truth.  The  advantage  of  fuch  con- 
duct would  foon  difclofe  itfelf,  in  the  im- 
proved underftanding,  and  animated  lan- 
guage of  the  preacher. 

I  might  now  therefore  proceed  to  confl- 
der,  firft,  the  reafonable  privileges  of  a  fin- 
gle  church,  according  to  the  juft  and  ufual 
acceptation  of  that  term;  and  then  afcend 
to  the  confederation  of  thofe  connecting 
bonds,  whereby  a  number  of  fuch  churches 
may  be  formed  into  one  collective  whole. 

But  the  confideration  of  this  fubject  is 
not  immediately  connected  with  my  prefent 
purpofe;  which  is  only  to  fhew,  that  fub- 
fcription  to  a  fyftematical  confeflion  of  faith 
and  doctrine,  expreQive  of  the  fuppofed  fenfe 
of  fcripture,  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  in- 
lifted  upon  from  the  members  of  a  clerical 
cltablimment,  provided  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  their  alTociation  be,  the  information 
and  improvement  of  themfelves  and  of  their 
fellow  creatures  in  chriftian  knowledge,  and 
in  chriftian  practice.  And  that  it  would  be 
highly  abfurd  to  confider  fuch  articles,  or 
fuch  fubfeription,  were  the  fociety  to  adopt 

the 
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the  practice  from  a  perfuafion  of  its  expe-« 
diency,  as  the  bond  of  union  to  its  mem-* 
bers. 

I  mall  only  beg  leave  to  hint,  that,  if 
the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of 
England  be  faid  to  form  the  bond  and  cen- 
ter of  union  to  that  mixed  multitude,  who, 
with  the  moft  difcordant  opinions  that  can 
poflibly  be  conceived,  are  or  have  been  de- 
nominated her  fons,  a  controverfialift  on 
this  fubject  may  deny  the  fact  *.  For,  in 
the  firft  place,  if  every  perfon  who  by  bap- 
tifm  is  admitted  into  her  communion,  is 
to  be  efteemed  of  that  number,  the  apo- 
ftle's  creed  is  the  prefent  bond  of  union,  as 
that  is  the  real  formulary  into  which  we 
are  all  baptized. 

In  the  next  place,  if  no  perfon  is  inti- 
tled  to  the  appellation  of  a  church-of-Eng- 
land-man,  who  has  not  given  an  unequi- 
vocal 

*  See  an  admirable  letter,  directed  to  the  aflbciation 
at  the  Feathers,  figned  an  u  Old  Man,"  in  the  London 
Chronicle  of  Auguft  8,  1772,  and  in  the  London 
Evening-poft  of  the  13th  of  the  fame  month;  alfo  in 
the  St.  James's  Chronicle  of  September  17,  following; 
where  this  idea  is  infifted  on,  though  in  few  words, 
yet  in  the  moft  mafterly  and  dccifive  manner,, 
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Vocal  evidence  of  his  afTent  to  the  doctrine 
which  thefe  articles  contain,  our  church 
would  be  in  a  manner  reduced  to  a  wilder- 
nefs,  by  the  introduction  of  a  bond  of  union, 
of  a  nature  fo  complicated  and  myflerious, 
as  muft  infallibly  exclude  an  inconceivable 
majority  from  the  rights  of  communion, 
who,  in  other  rcfpects,  might  approve  them- 
felves  ufeful  and  confcientious  members  of 
our  church. 

Could  I  therefore  accede  to  the  dean  of 
Gloucefcer's  general  pofition,  I  mould  frill 
maintain,  that  the  prefent  articles  mould  be 
utterly  rejected.  A  bond  of  union,  which 
is  to  ferve  for  fix  millions  of  people,  mould 
be  plain  and  fiaiple.  No  abftrufe  defini- 
tions mould  enter  into  its  contexture.  It 
mould  be  marked  by  a  precinon  fufficient 
to  difcrirninate  the  fociety  from  thofe  com- 
munities, which  either  deny  all  revelation, 
or  reject  that  which  we  admit :  yet  at  the 
fame  time  fo  general,  as  not  to  exclude 
any  man,  profeiling  faith  in  Chrift,  who, 
approving  our  forms  of  difcipline,  and  mode 
of  worfhip,  is  deiirous  of  joining  in  adora- 
tion 
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Hon  with  us,  and  will  give  fecurity  for  his 
peaceable  demeanour. 

I  own,  were  I  prefumptuous  enough  to 
propofe  a  bond  of  religious  union,  in  Dr. 
Tucker's  fcn&  of  the  exprefiion,  to  tLL 
great  nation,  I  mould  approve  of  that  which, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  difTenting  miniilers,  was 
lately  patronized  by  your  Ijoufe.  Let  us  be 
united  in  a  pro  fe Mi  on,  that  (S  the  fcriptures 
contain  a  revelation  of  the  will  of  God, 
and  that  we  are  content  to  take  them  as  a 
fufficient  rule  of  faith  and  practice. "  In 
fuch  a  cafe,  we  fhall  certainly  all  be  chris- 
tians: and  as  the  negative  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  afore'faid  declaration,  is  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  that  religious  fociety, 
from  which  we  profefs,  and  fhould  ever  with, 
to  be  disjoined,  we  (hall  alfo  then  be  Pro- 
testants. And  indeed,  we  have  no  claim  to 
the  title,  of  which  we  occasionally  fo  proudly 
boaft,  unlets  we  difclaim  the  authority  of 
man  in  religious  matters,  in  a  manner  a$ 
exprefs,  as  that  in  which  we  now  aliert  it. 

From  what  has  been  urged  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages,  one  point  at  lead,  I  think, 
may  be  clearly  proved,  viz.  that  in  order  to 
form  a  juir,  and  accurate  conception  of  the 

S  queftiory 
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queftion,  which  now  divides  this  nation, 
we  fhould  confider  the  clergy  of  this  king- 
dom, as  a  corporation  of  men  intirely  di- 
ftinct  from  the  national  church  in  which 
they  minister,  and  of  which  they  only  form 
an  inconfiderable  part.  The  end  and  de- 
lign  of  thefe  focieties,  their  bends  of  union, 
their  internal  polity,  their  meafures,  and 
their  refolutions,  are  effentiaily  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  each  other,  and  fhould  not  there- 
fore be  confounded. 

The  abfurdity  of  the  articles,  or  their 
contrariety  with  the  word  of  God,  were 
not  infifted  upon  in  the  late  petition;  and 
this,  becaufe,  as  frequently  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  an  entrance  into  fuch  a  controversy 
would  be  a  departure  from  our  proper  ques- 
tion. Our  adverfaries  indeed  have  often 
endeavoured,  by  their  publications,  to  en- 
gage us  in  fuch  unedlfying  difputes.  Nay, 
have  even  called  upon  us  to  give  a  confef- 
iion  of  our  own.  But,  inftead  of  pointing 
out  thdfe  inconfiflencies  which,  alas,  are 
but  too  apparent  in  our  religious  fyftem, 
we  efteem  it  more  confiftent,  as  members 
of  an  eitabliihment,  which  claims  the  name 
of  proteftaat,   to    remonftrate  againft   the 

impofition 
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impofition  of  every  religious  formulary  of 
man's  device,  explanatory  of  the  words  and 
fenfe  of  fcripture.  And  we  maintain,  as 
the  fundamental  principle  of  the  prefent 
application,  that  the  fecurity  required  of 
every  prieft,  at  the  time  of  ordination,  is 
the  only  tefl  of  orthodoxy  which  a  pro- 
teftant  minifter  ought  to  give,  or  a  protec- 
tant church  can,  with  any  coniiftency,  de^ 
mand. 

There  is  one  point  more  on  which  I 
could  expatiate 3  but  your  own  reflections 
will  anticipate  whatever  I  can  fay.  I  mean 
the  affair  of  academical  fubfcriptions.  The 
univerfity  of  Cambridge  hath,  in  the  cafe 
of  the  firfr  degree  in  arts,  on  account  of 
the  plea  of  youth,  lately  fubftituted  the 
following  declaration  in  the  room  of  the 
old  fubfcription,  viz.  "  1  do,  bona  fide, 
declare,  I  am  a  member  of  the  church  of 
England,  as  by  laweitablifried."  But,  (hould 
not  the  reverend  gentlemen  have  confidered, 
that  many  of  our  youth  are,  by  privilege 
annexed  to  noble  birth,  allowed  to  take  a. 
matter  of  arts  degree  at  two  years  {landing; 
whereas  the  peribns  they  have  affected  to 
relieve,  with  a  view  of  fcreening  themfelves 

S  Z  from 
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from  parliamentary  inquiry,  mull  neceifa- 
rily  ref  de  till  they  have  nearly  compleated 
four  ?  Why  fhould  the  bachelors  of  mufic, 
of  phyfic,  and  of  law,  be  bound  to  the  an- 
cient formulary,  and  the  bachelor  of  arts 
alone  rejeafed  ?  The  plea  of  danger  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  university,  will  not  avail 
the  opponents  of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt's  generous 
propofal.  Such  graduates  will  not  be  inti- 
tled,  by  the  requefted  indulgence,  to  a  vote 
in  the  Cambridge  fenate,  or  to  any  autho- 
rity, which  may  render  them  formidable  to 
the  church.  Beiides,  the  idea  on  which 
the  oppofition  to  the  fentiments  of  your 
houfe,  (Co  explicitly  declared  on  the  6th  of 
lair.  February,)  is  founded,  is  exceptionable 
and  illiberal  throughout.  Degrees  are  the 
teftimonies  and  rewards  of  literary  merit; 
and  mould  therefore  lie  open  to  every  fon 
of  fcience,  without  distinction  of  party, 
feci,  or  nation.  They  are  eiTential  requi- 
fites,  in  many  inftances,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  honours  and  emoluments  in  the  liberal 
DrofeMlons ;  but  the  act:  of  conferring  them 
does  not  of  itielf  convey  either  emolument 
or  authoritv,  except  in  thofe  cafes  where  it 
would   be  injurious  to  fociety  to  withhold 

them. 
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them.  The  phvfician  indeed  may  praclife 
under  the  fanclion  of  that  authority,  which 
the  univerfity  affords  -,  but  few,  befides  Mr. 
Madan,  will  contend  for  the  propriety  of 
his  fubfcription  to  the  articles  of  our  church. 
And  with  refpecl:  to  other  inftances,  from 
which  greater  danger  is  to  be  apprehended, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that  no  degree  what- 
ever will  authorize  the  perfon,  on  whom  it 
is  conferred,  either  to  minifter  or  to  preach 
in  the  church  of  England,  without  a  legal 
ordination.  And,  even  fuppoiing  we  were 
to  admit  the  illiberal  idea,  that  the  univer- 
lities  mould  be  coniidered  as  feminaries  for 
the  education  of  youth,  in  one  particular 
fet  of  doclrines;  there  is  no  room  for  appre- 
hension, that  the  di  {Tenting  intereit  would 
ever  become  dangeroufly  prevalent  in  thofe 
feats  of  learning ;  as  every  fellow  of  a  col- 
lege, upon  admiffion  to  his  fellowship,  fub- 
fcribes  a  declaration  of  conformity  to  the 
worihip  of  the  eftablifhed  church. 

I  will  conclude  with  obferving,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  weight  of  epifcopal  in- 
fluence, very  many  of  the  clergy,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part,  have  lately  declared 
themielves  in  favour  of  our  caufe,     And, 

not- 
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notwithstanding  the  diffipated  manners  of 
the  age,  very  many  of  our  countrymen,  of 
every  rank  and  ftation,  appear  interefted  in 
the  fate  of  this  important  queftion.  They 
confider  it  as  a  queftion,  which  is  then 
fubmitted  to  the  proper  jurifdiclion,  when 
brought  before  the  great  arTembly  of  the 
nation ;  and  are  perfuaded,  that  the  peace, 
good  order,  and  improvement  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  will  be  materially  promoted  by  its 
juft  decifion. 

AN    ENGLISHMAN. 
Auguft  31,  1772. 
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